1920.
NEW ZEALAND.

PUBLIC PETITIONS A TO I, COMMITTEE

(REPORTS OF THE).
(Mr. WRIGHT, CmatrMAw.)

Presented. to the House of Representatives, and ordered to he printed.

ORDERS OF REFERENCE.

Eatracts from the Journals of the House of Representatives.

WebxgsDAY, T 14T Day or Juny, 1920,

Ordered, * That a Sclect Committee be appointed, consisting of ten members, to consider all petitions from A to L.
that may be referred to it by the Petitions Classification Committee ; to classify and prepare abstracts of such petitions
in such form and manner as shall appear to it best suited to convey to this House all requisite information respecting
their contents, and to report the same from time to time to this Houso ; and to bave power to report its opinions and
observations thereon to this House; also to have power to call for persons and papers; three to be a quorum : the
Committee to consist of Mr. Bartram, Mr, Bitchener, Mr, Brown, Mr., Burnett, My, Harris, Mr. MeNicol, Mr, Mitchell,
Dr. Thacker, Mr. Wright, and the mover.”—(Hon. Mr. ANDERSON.)

Tuespay, Tt 20Tt DAy or Jurny, 1920.

Ordered, * That all petitions not finally dealt with during the session of 1919 be again veferred to the same Com
mittees as they were referred to during the said session.”—(Right Hon, Mr, Masswy.)
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REPORTS.

No. 94 of Sess. 11, 1918.—Petition of DaNinr, ANGLAND, of Albury.

Praying that he be reinstated as a Justice of the Peace.
I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make,
A30th July, 1920.

No. 349 of 1919.—Petition of Warnrur DrLANEY, of Auckland,
Praving that he be paid certain moneys alleged to have been deducted from his Maori War
pension.

I am dirccted to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.
30th July, 1920.

No. 362 of 1919.—Petition of Joux T. Bicknruyn, of Kahutara, Featherston.

Praviva for protection against certain proceedings taken by the Featherston County Council in
respect of a box drain put in by him on his property.

I am directed to report that the Commuittee has no recommendation to niake.

Hth August, 1920.

No. 11.—Petition of W. B. BucgnunsTt, of Christchurch,

Praving for payment of moneys alleged to be owing to him by the Crown, and for an amendment
in the Public Service Superannuation Act.

I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make,

hth Angust, 1920.

No. 16.—DPetition of Davin Kiop and 115 Others, of Moonlight.

PravinG for the construction of a bridge over Moonlight Creek.

I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should he referred
to the (rovernment for favourable consideration.

Hth August, 1920.

No. 13.—DPetition of Winson Hrars, of Nelson.

Prrivionsn prays that he may be granted the sumi of £750 in recognition of extra duties per-
formed without remuneration whilst he was Collector of Customs at Nelson.

[ am directed to report that the Conunittee has no recommendation to make with regard to
thig petition.

11th August, 1920,

No. 49 —Petition of Wirnriam Henry CuLArgE, of Veterans’ Home, Mount Roskill.

Purrrioner alleges that he has been wrongfully deprived of portion of his old-age pension, and
prays for relief.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that this petition should he referred
to the Government for favourable consideration.

11th August, 1920,

No. 70.—Petition of Tvan Brack, of Matamata.

PuritioNer prays that he may receive compensation for losses incurred through alleged malicions
prosecution.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that this petition should be referred
to Government for most favourable and immediate consideration.

11th August, 1920.

No. 372 of 1919.—Petition of ArTHUR ArRMSTRONG, of Wellington.

PrririoNgr prays for compensation for loss of employment.

I am directed to report that the Committee recognizes the hardship of the petitioner’s case,
and recommends it to the Government for immediate and sympathetic conmderahon with a view
to reimbursing him his monetary loss,

11th Aunusf 1920,
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No. 37.—Petition of Franois Egainton, of Auckland.

Praving for refund of amount deducted from hls retiring-allowance, and for legislation to prevent
further deductions.

I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should be referred
to the Government for most favourable consideration.

Sth September, 1920,

No. 80.--Petition of CraruNor Henry Bisson, of Napier.

Praving for refund of tine incurred through non—compliance with the demands of the Land and
Income Tax Department.

I am directed to report that the petition should be refeued to the Governmment for most
favourable consideration, with a recommendation that in the opinion of the Committee the fine
should be reduced to £10.

3th September, 1920,

No. 112.—Petition of Frrix Jonx Gorvon Fowwnger, of Auckland.

Praving for wages due to him, and alleged to be held by the authorities of St. Joseph’s Industrial
School, Takapuna, Auckland.

I amn directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.

Sth September, 1920.

No. 117.—DPetition of G. F. W, Kroxer, of Wellington.

Prayine that he be given the opportunity of determining his status and clearing his character
by having liis case investigated by a legal tribunal, and that adequate redress be granted to him
and his family.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion this petition should be referred to
the Defence Cormittee.

8th September, 1920,

No. 132, DPetition of Enxzst Avnrrep Cuarmax, and No. 133, Petition of J. G. S. Barrrurr and
189 Others, of Featherston,

Pravivg that compensation be paid to E. A. Chapman, who was injured while doing. his duty
in the New Zealand Police Force, and resumed work before he was fit, and so undermined his
Liealth.

[ am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion, from the evidence adduced, that
a prima facie case for further consideration by the Superannuation Board has been disclosed,
and recommends that the matter be referred back to the Board for inquiry, and an opportunity
be given at such inquiry to Mr. Chapman to produce any evidence he thinks necessary.

Sth September, 1920,

No. 85.—Petition of Jonn Timorny Forpy, of Wellington.

Pravine for redress for alleged unlawful imprisonment through conspiracy by police.
I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.
20th September, 1920.
(Referred Dack for further consideration.)

No. 106.—-Petition of Winnian A. Jonnsron, of Wellington.

Praving for compensation for loss of wages and a refund of legal expenses incurred through
alleged wrongful arrest.

I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should be referred
to the Government for favourable consideration.

20th September, 1920.

No. 148 —Petition of Purorvan Cumming Erviorr, of Wellington.

Praving that reasonable compensation be given hini for loss of his business, livelihood, and profit

as hotelkeeper in Apia, Samoa.
1 am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendatlon to make.
20th September, 1920.

No. 109.—Petition of WiLriam LecErTwoop Davipson, of Wellington.

Prayine for an inquiry into the administration of the Public Works Office at Tauranga.
T am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.
20th Scptember, 1920.
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No. 134.—DPetition of H. C. Favrku, of Wellington.

Prayinag (1) that provision be made during the preseut session of Parliament for a right of appeal
by medical practitioners to the Supreme Court against decisions of the British Medical Associa-
tion, New Zealand Branch; and (2) that legislation be introduced malking illegal the boycott of
medical practitioners not mentbers of the British Medical Association, but on the Dowminion roll,
by members of the British Medical Association.

I am directed to report that clause (1) of the prayer of the petition be referred to the Govern-
ment for favourable consideration.

22nd September, 1920,

No. 139.-——Pectition of Ann Axprrws, of Christchureh.
AnLiaiNg that owing to behaviour of her husband she has no means of support, and praying for
relief.
I am directed to report that the Conunittee has no recommendation to make.
22nd September, 1920,

No. 205, Petition of Lnnun Emymerr and 296 Others, and No. 257, Petition of Cuarnis Broom-
risLD and 6,346 Others. .
Prayine that legislation be passed thig session providing for assistance to blind folk.

I am directed to report that the Committee, whilst of the opinion that this is a wmatter of
policy, wishes to express its sympalhy with the prayer of these petitions, and refers themn to the
Government for immediate consideration.

22nd Scptember, 1920,

No. 120, Petition of Many B. Burkn; No. 121, Pctition of Marcawer L. Bamsiry; No. 122,
Petition of Ina M. . Burkes. :

Pravivg for compassionate allowance for injuries sustained through the alleged negligence of

the Defence authorities 1n allowing one Onslow Mayhew to retain the use of firearis. .
I am directed to report that this Commiltee again recommends the several petitions to the
mmediate and favourable consideration of the Governiment. :

22nd Scptember, 1920.

No. 267.-—Pctition of €. Hrywoon and 29 Others, of Te Kopuru.
Praving that action be taken in respeet to foreigners who did not offer their services to the
Empire in the late war, so as to preclude them from digging or otherwise obtaining kauri-gum
to the detriment of returned soldiers and others.
I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should be referred
to the Defence Committee.
22nd September, 1920.

No. 200.—Petition of Ricriarp Oureny Funnsrook, of Wellington.
Praving that compensation be given him for alleged miscarriage of justice.
I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.
30th Septeniber, 1920.

No. 160.—Petition of the Wusrrowr Hawsour Boarp.
Praving (1) for repeal of section 109 of the Finance Act, 19155 (2) for refund of all moucys paid
into the Consolidated IFund by virtue of section 109; .md (5) for the appointment of a Parlia-
wmentary Committee to inquire into petitioner’s administration since 1914, and whether proposed
Bill is necessary or desirable in the interests of the Dominion.
1 am directed to report that, as a matter of policy is involved, the Committee has no recom-
mendation to make, but is of opinion that in the event of the Government taking over the

Westport: Harbour ample local representation should he given on the controllmg authorlty
6th October, 1920,

.
No. 101.—=Petition of EmMiring Canavan, of Invercargill.

Pravinu for a compassionate allowance on account of the death of her husband.

I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Conunittee this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.
Tth October, 1920.
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No. 83.—DPetition of Winriam Syirn Dryvun, of South Dunedin,
Praving for compassionate allowance on account of injury received whilst employed by the Public
Works Department.

I am dirceted to report that the Committee has no recommendation tu malke.
Tth October, 1920.

No. 25 of Session I, 1918.—Petition of H. C. Favrke, of Wellington.
Puaving that provision be wmade for right of appeal of wedical practitioners to Supreme Court
against decision of the British Medical Association, New Zealand Branch.
I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.
7th October, 1920.

No. 186.—Petition of Fuarurrsron Cousty Councir and 43 Others.
Praving that work on the Martinborough Raillway be procecded with at an early date.
I am direeted to report that, as a matter of policy is involved, the Committee has no recom-

mendation to make.
Tth October, 1920.

No. 105.—DPctition of T. M. Pua and 352 Others, of Rarotonga.
Praving for inquiry inlo cducational matters in Rarotonga.
[ am directed to report that in the opinion of the Comumittee this petition should be referred

to the Kducation Committee.
Tth October, 1920.

No. 30.—DPetition of J. R. INcris and 26 Others, and 10 similar Petitions as per Schedule attached.

Prayiva for construction of a railway fromn Hedgehope to Gore.

I am directed to report that, as a matter of policy is involved, the Cominittee has no recom-
nendation to make.

Tth October, 1920.

SCHEDULL,
No. 31.—=J. B. Calder and 52 Others ! No. Y98.-~Frank Ray and 50 Others.
No. 32.—(George Wallace and 26 Others. No. 99.-~Donald Macdonald and 33 Others.
No. 51.—Alexander McChlery and 25 Others, No. 113.—D. Young and 24 Others.
No. 56.—A, Martin and 178 Others. ] No. 114.—J. A. Johnston and 19 Others.
No. 97.—M. H. Richards and 43 Others. X No. 127.—A. R. Craig and 49 Others.

No. 230.—Pectition of MicrarL Hynasp, of Wellington.

Praving for compensation or compassionate allowance to meet losses sustained through ill health
contracted whilst working for Public Works Department on Somes Island.

I ami directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make

15th October, 1920,

No. 275.—Dctition of Misyii GaiLky, of Olura.
Praying that the Union Bank of Australia (Limited) be compelled to ~compensate her in respect
to losses incurred through action of such bank.

I am dirccted to upmt that the Conmmittee has no recommendation to make.
15th October, 1920,

No. 261, —Petition of Apa WiNtrrup Goprrky, of Palmerston North.

Pravivg for a compassionate allowance in appreciation of her late husband’s service as clerk and
storekeeper to the Mental Hospital at Tokanui.

I amn direeted to report that in the opinion of the Coumunittee this petitiot should be referred
to the Govermment for favourable consideration.

16th October, 1920,

No. 319.—Pctition of H. E. Erriorr and 376 Others, of Wellington,

Praving that payment of the cost-of-living bonus be made to temporary Civil servants at the sanie
rate as that granted permanent Civil servants.

1 am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should be referred
to the Government for favourable consideration.

15th October, 1920.
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No. 266, —Delitivn of the AUCKLAND ACCLIMATIZATION SOCIETY.
Praving for the restoration or transfer to the Auckland Acclinatization Society of that part of
the district taken over by the Governnent in 1907, or for compensation in respect of same.
I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendalion to make.
15th October, 1920.

No. 294.—Detition of Marruew LiviNasrons, of Wellington.
Praving for inquiry into his alleged wrongful arrest, and that his reputation in the eyes of the
public be reinstated.

I am directed to rcport that the Committee is unanimously of opinion—(1) That the prayer
of the petitioner ‘‘that his reputation be reinstated as far as possible in the eyes of the public
cannot be approved ; (2) that the evidence shows that the action of the police was perfectly justified;
(3) that, in view of the fact that the petitioner is the holder of a taxi-driver’s license, a copy
of the Committee’s finding be forwarded to the Wellington City Council.

20th October, 1920.

No. 174.—DPetition of J. H. HanNan, of Auckland.
Praving that compensatioa be given to petitioner and his wife for great losses sustained through
action of police.
I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.
25th October, 1920,

No. 310.-—DPetition of Jamms Crarxkn and 245 Others, of Taranaki.
Prayving for suitable legislation this session to secure relief for persons afficted with blindness.

I amn directed to report that the Committee, whilst of the opinion that this is a matter of
policy, wishes to express its sympathy with the prayer of this petition, and refers it to the Govern-
ment for immediate consideration.

25th October, 1920.

No. 326.—Petition of Marcaner H. A. Bucravax and 3,103 Others, of Hawke’s Bay.
Praying that action be taken to prevent the funds from the Howard Estate being used for any
purpose other than for the establishment of an Agricultural College in Hawke’s Bay.

I am directed to report that the Committee, whilst of opinion that a matter of policy is
involved, wishes to express the opinion—(1) That under the terms of the will of the late Mr. J.
Howard the Government are under no obligation to establish an experimental or training farm
on the estate left by him or in any particular part of the Dominion; (2) notwithstanding this
‘fact, the late Mr., Howard had in mind the establishment of an experimental or training farm on
the said estate; (3) the Committec is doubtful of the suitability of the said estate for the purposcs
the testator had in mind; (4) the Comuwittee therefore is of opinion that the establishment of a
suitable cxperimental farm somewhere in the Hawke’s Bay District would be in keeping with
the wish and intention of the late Mr. Howard.

29th October, 1920, '

No. 297.—Petition of Hanzam Brarriz, of Taihape.
Praving for conipassionate allowance on account of the death of her husband.
1 am dirceted to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should be referved
to the Government for urgent and favourable consideration.
29th October, 1920,

No. 336.—Pctition of Hunry Lrewis, of Auckland,
Pravine for compensation for alleged monetary losses.

[ am dirccted to report that, the administration of petitioner’s estate being in the hands of
the Public Trustee, the Coumunittee recommends that this petition be referred o the Public Trust
Department.

30th October, 1920.

No. 278.—DPetition of TroMmax R. Huspanp, of Turakina:
Praving for compensation in regard to the sale of a section of land at Glencairn, Turakina, and
the action of the Public Trustee therewith. .
T amn directed to report that the Comnnittee has no recommendation to make.
30th October, 1920.

No. 185.—Petition of Miciianr Joun Gawvow, of Auckland.

Pravine for compensation for services rendered at the capture of Te Kooti.
I am directed to report that the Connnittee has no recomiendation to make.
30th October, 1920,
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No. 334.—Pctition of Nowram BUTLER, of Auckland.

Pravine for compensation for the death of her husband, the result of injuries received while
in the exccution of his duty as a police constable.

I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should he referred
to the Government for favourable consideration.

30th October, 1920.

No. 361.—DPetition of Gronar Barkur and 13 Others, of Wellington.

Prayina that legislation may be enacted to enable any person with an experience of not less than
six years in practical dentistry to quality for registration as a dentist, after submission to a
proper examination and investigation as to qualifications by a Board of qualified dentists.

I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should be referred
to the Government for favourable consideration.

30th October, 1920.

No. 258.—DPetition of Aurrup Brown, of Christchurch.

Prayive for further monetary compensation, or some suitable occupation in the Government
service, on aceount of injury received when working as lineman in the employ of the Postmaster-
General.

I am directed to report that the Committec has no recommendation to make.

30th October, 1920.

No. 86.—Pectition of Jonn T. Forry, of Wellington. (Sccond Report.)

Praving for redress for alleged unlawful imprisonment through conspiracy by police.
I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.
2nd November, 1920.

No. 261.—DPetition of Epwarp Famey and 294 Others, of Otago.

Prayvina that the sentence passed upon P. M. Neilan he reviewed, especially the Probation Officer’s
report upon which the sentence was determined.

I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should be referred
to the Prisons Board.

2nd November, 1920.

SPEOIAL REPORT.

I nave the honour to report that the Public Petitions A to I. Committee desires that the thanks
of the Committee be tendered to the Chairman, Mr. R. A. Wright, for the courteous, impartial,
and prompt manner in which he conducted the business of the Committee during the past session.
It further desires that this resolution shall be recorded in the minutes of the Committee, and be
reported to the House.—(On motion of Mr. BaArTRAM.)

2nd November, 1920.

No. 372.—Petition of A. Ganrnoway and 77 Others, of Pahautanui.

PraviNa that such legislation may bhe passed as will empower the Licensing Committee of the
lilectoral District of Otaki to grant a publican’s license in respect to premises known as the
Pahautanui Hotel, which license lapsed owing to alterations of electoral boundaries.

I am directed to report that in the opinion of the Committee this petition should he referred
to the Government for consideration,

Oth November, 1920,

Finan Rerona,

Tim Committee, comsisting of ten wmembers, held twenty-one meetings during the session 1920,
the average attendance at each meeting being seven, The Committee dealt with sixty-four petitions.
The number reported to the Government for immediate and favourable consideration was 3; for
most favourable consideration, 1; for urgent and favourable consideration, 1; for most favour-
able and immediate consideration, 1; for favourable consideration, 9; for immediate and
sympathetic consideration, 1; for immediate consideration, 3; for consideration, 3; for inquiry, 2;
the number on which the Committee had ‘‘ no recommendation to make’’ was 34; the number
referred to other Committees was 4; referred to the Prisons Board, 1; referred to the Public
Trust Department, 1: the number held over (not dealt with) was 1: total, 65.
2nd November, 1920,

Approximate Cost of Puper.—--Preparation, not given ; printing (450 copies), £8.

By Authority : Marcus . Marks, Government Printer, Wellington.—1920
Price 6.
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