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There has been experienced a considerable shortage of skilled miners on the West Coast and
Olago coalfields. In the North Island a number of Maoris are now working in the collieries, and they
make very fair miners.

The following statement shows the tons of coal and shale raised, persons employed, lives
lost by accidents in or about coal-mines, &c, from 1878 to 1919 : —
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792,851 590 1,347
840,713 531 1,381
907,033 556 1,447
975,234 554 1,599
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Totals 50,055,131 345

* No life lost,
ilosion.

fYei ir of Kaitangata explosion. J Year of Brunn ir explosion. § Year of Ralph's (Huntly)
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