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REPORT.

Trrrn has been a steady increase in the volume of work handled by the Department during the year
under report, as shown in the attached tables, which give a coneise summary of the work oompleted
Full details are contained in the reports wpp]lod by the Chief Surveyors, which are filed as depart-
mental records.

Under the heading of ©“ Rural Surveys,” in Table B, an arvea of 613,810 acres is shown as completed
work, consisting largely of land for soldier settlement. The arca for last year was 302,369 acres, or
less than one-half.

The area of Native lands surveyed shows a decrease from 241,927 acres to 122,248 acres.

The cost of rural SUrveys is 1s. per acre for the current year, against 1s. 6d. per acre last year.
This apparent decrcase is due to the large arcas of pastoral land in Canterbury and Otago included in
the total. Leaving out those pastoral areas, the average cost per acre of rural surveys has advanced
from 1s. 6d. to 2s. per acre.

The cost per acre of Native surveys has also advanced from 1s. 7d. last year to 2s. 4d.

These figures show that the work is being done at a reasonable and satisfactory price as compared
with the increase in the cost of all classes of work at the present time.
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