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(7.) Board of Science and Art.

The Board held its third annnal mecting on the 30th January, 1918, In the report of the
Divector of the Dominion Musewn a summary will be found of the Board’s work during the year.

(8.) Censorship of Kilms.

During the yvear ending the 31lst March, 1918, 2,825 separate films, of a total length of
5,761,570 ft., were cxamined under the Clinematograph Film Censor ship Act, 1916. Approval was
refused in i'mt‘v ihree cases, while 279 cases approval was granted only after cxcisions had been
mavde to the satisfaction of the Censor. One appeal was ma(l(‘ against, the Censor’s decision.  The
appeal was dismissed. lm]m ion and other fees amounted to £l,f) %0 175, 6d., which more than
covered the expenditure during the period.

(9.) Heetor Observatory.

Muach useful work was done at the Observatory during the year. The Government Astro-
nomer’s report, printed in the appendix hereto, gives a detailed and interesting description of
the means wherehy the Observatory works the time service,

(10.) Old Soldiers' and Historieal Groaves,

During the vear Miss Statham, Inspeetor of Soldiers’ Graves, reported on some forty
cometeries in which soldicrs kitled in the Maori wars are buried.  Though it is some five vears
sinee the Departiient undertook this work mueh vemains to be done, and information respecting
bhurial-grounds and isolated graves previously unknown is still being received.  Even when the
fask of renovating the graves and erecting monwments is completed there will be the continuing
work of maintaining graves and monwments in good condition.

Among the graves to which attention was given during the year may be mentioned those of
Freneh wailors in O'Netll's Point Cemetery  (Auckland), and that of un Ameriean soldier in
Symonds Street Cemetery (Auckland).

The altention of the Department was drawn to the neglected state Oi the graves on Great
Barvier Island of passengers drowned in the wreek of the < Wanm‘lpa. These are being tidied
up, and an obclisk will be erceted.

(1LY Graves of Members of Expeditionary Force dying in New Zealand .

As a result of the appeal made Tast year to cametery trustees and loeal bodies having control
ol cemeteries, special plots for the buri: i of members of the L\puhtmn.n\' Force (l\mn’ in New
Zealand have been set aside inoa Targe naumber of cemeteries.

Mixs Statham has been busily engagaed for some months visiting and reporting on graves of
soldiers. The Departient will shortly be in possession of information as to the state of every
grave, '

When the standard type of grave has been finally decided by the Government the main work
will be commenced,  In the meantime steps are being taken to ensure that graves will not he left
in a neglected condition,

(12.) flustory of the New Zealand Wars.

My, James Cowan has been engaged to write the history of the New Zealand wars from 1845
to 1871, Though many books on paltl(,ulm campaigns, notably Featon’s * Waikato War,”” and
narratives like those written by Sir George Whitinore, Colonel Gudgeon, and Colonel McDonell,
all containiug valuable information, have been published, there is no one work dealing with the wars
as a whole-—nor, indeed, any complete account of Heke's war or the Taranaki and East Coast wars,
Again, little attempt has heen made to show the inter-rvelation of the wars in the ‘ sixties,”” and
to trace the development of the anti-pakeha crusade on the various sectors, beginning with Taranaki
in 1860, In the natural conrse of tlnn;_rs such a history would not be written until sufficient time
I elapsed-to enable the troubled period to be viewed in a true perspeetive. It was felt, however,
that any Turther delay would result in many sources of information being lost.  In the official
records of the Government, of conrse, there is information that will always be available for the
use of historians, but 1t is a matter of only a few vears now when the last survivors (both European
and Maoriy of the last of the Maorvi wars will have passed away.  From them it is hoped that
My, Cowan will be able to gather and place on record valuable information that otherwise would
he lost for ever,

The history to be written by My, Cowan will appear in four volumes, as follows: Volume 1:
Meke's war in the north, 1845-46—Ohaeawai, Ruapekapeka, &e.—the war in the Wellington
Distriet, 1846—the Hutt, and Porirua—capture of Te Rauparaha—the fighting at Wanganui,
Volume 20 The Kingite movement-—the first war in Taranaki, 1860—Waitara, Waireka,
the  Waikato campaign, 1863--64—Koheroa, Rangiriri, Paterangi, Orakau—fighting in Bay
of Plenty Distriet- «the Gate Pa, and Te Ranga.  Volume 3: The Hauhau wars—fighting
i Paranaki —General Chute’s campaigu—use of the Colonial Forces under the self-reliant
policy — last Coast wars — Titokowarn’s war in Taranaki -— engagements on the Waimate
Platns—-tinal defeat of Titokowarn. Volume 4: Hauhau campaigns on the East Coast—Te
Koot1"s rebetlion-——Chatham dslands to Poverty Bayv—Ngatapa, Walkaremoana, &c.—Native Con-
tingents’ pur\*nit of Te Kooti, 1870-[—final engagements in Urewera Country.

Mr, Cowan is at present engaged in visiting the various districts involved in his work, and
has alrenc ‘1_\' gathered niuch valuable material.
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3. T Wonrk or roni SUn-DEPARTMENTS DURING THR YEAR.

Ax alrcady pointed out, the war work of the sub-departments has shown a marked increase.
In the performance of their ordinary peace-time functions they have been worked efficiently, with
a special view to cconomy,

Census and Statistics Office. -—Though still closely occupied with his duties under the Military
Service Act and the new work of registration of aliens, the Government Statistician has found
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