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2. Tk OrpiNary Wonrk or tue Hrap Orpick.

The ordinary work of the Department has constderably inercased during the past year fu all
directions,

(1.) Local Government.

The yvear was one of marked activity in several spheres of local government.,

Borowghs and Town Districts-—The boundarics of the Cities of Auckland and Christechurceh
were alterad during the vearv. The Christehureh municipal elections in April, 1917, were note-
wurthy ax being the first 1o the Dominion to be held under a systens of proportional representation,
Mr. Hoghen, Late Direetor of lducation, was specially engaged to supervise ihe clections, and at
the request of this Department he furnished a report on the working of the Loeal Eleetions
(Proportional Representation) Acto F91E This was priuted as a parlinmentary paper (H.-42) and
presented Last session. Numerous requests for copies of it have been reecived from England
and Australin. To meet further demands it was reprinted. Mr. Hoghen made several valnable
suggestions. which have heen woted for consideration when the Act is heing amended. The report
of the Proportional Representation Soclety (London) for 1916-18 contaius the following remarks
on this eleetion : ““ Sixteen Councillors were cleeted.  This is the Inrgest number of representatives
ever clected at one time by a single constituency nnder the system of the single transferable vote.™’

The boundaries of the following boroughs were altered during the vear: Ashburran, Martou,
Ouchunga, Richmond, Gishorne. and Ohakuune.

Three new boroughs—Featherston, Shannon, and Whakatane were constituted,

Though the boundaries of Wellington City were not altered, the metronolitan spirit ix not
sleeping in the capital. The City Council is busy investigating the needs of the arcas surround-
ing, and in at least two suburban boroughs movements in favour of wmalgonation with the eity
are on foot.

One new town disiviet -Ohura—wax constituted, and petitions in respect of two others—
Nightcaps and Henderson--were under consideration at the end of the vear. Matamata Town
District wax deelared not to form part of Matamata County.

Cownties.- “Thie boundaries of the following counties were altered @ Eltham and Siratford;
Horowhenua, Masterton, Mauriceville, and Bketaliuna; Hawke’s Bayv., Wairoa, and Taupe East;
Paparna and Malvern;  Patangata and Waipukurau; Rangiora. Oaford. Kowad, and Ashley;
Whakatane and Wairoa.

It was found that the alterations recormmended by the Commissioners appointed to ingoire
into proposed alterations of the boundariex of the Counties of Hokianga awd Hobson (petition of
Ilobson County Conuneil), Hokianga, Hobsou, Bay of Islands. and Whangarer Counties (petition
of Whangarel County Council) coudd not be effected on acconnt of the petitions not having been
duly signed. To obviate the necessity for fresh petitions legislation, section 110 of the Reserves
and other Lands Disposal and Public Bodies Empowering Act, 1917, was passed, enabling the
Governor-General to set up a Commission to inquire and report respeeting necessary or desirable
alterations of these counties and the Counties of Whangaroea and Mongonui.  The Commission,
consisting of a Stipendiary Magistrate (Mr. E. Page). Mr. W, €. Kensington (late Under-
Seerctary of Lands and Survey), and Mr. W I, Thompson, District Valoer, Whangarel, accom-
plished ats work wost satisfactorily.  The report. which, @wter alia. recommended the inclusion
within county houndaries of certain islands adjacent to the mainland, was given effect to shortly
after the close of the vear.

The wide field to be covered by this Commission attracted the attention of other County
Conneils, and strong representations were made for a similar conmnission to adjust the boundaries
of vouuties ailjoining West Taupo County. It was pointed out 1n reply, however, that there werce
special eireumstances attending the case of the northern couuties, and that any adjustiment on a
large seale of other county boundaries would have to wait for the present at any rate. When,
however, the thne is opportune for the consideration of this question, the positious of islands
adjaeent to counties should also be considered.  Most of these are at present subject to no form of
local grovermnent, though, as the report of the Northern Counties Comnmission shows. the inhabit-
ants ol them make considerable use of the county roads on the mainhod,

An important feature of the law relating hoth to counties and to road districts s that
contidined in section 1R of the Statute Law Amcendment Aet, 1977, which provides that petitions
under the Countics and Road Boards Aets must not he signed by persons who have made defanlt

In pavment of rates, .
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conntry listricts. Inocvery anatter in which the dirst step s a0 petition of ratepavers he s
invariably the one whose stgnature is wanting.  The new legislation cffcetively disposes of him
in this dircetion, huat a further amendment (or. rather,ca ve-enactment of the Taw relating to
defaulters voting at cleetions) is required.  The defanlters it wax abolished by the Conptices
Sendment Aet. 1915, Nothing ix elearer at the present moment than that this was o great
mistake.  The guestion is honnd up with that of Native vares. The defandters Tist cerfainly i
not bave a diveet effect in nading Natives pay their vates. hut by preventing them from voting
at comnty eleetions while their rates were wnpaid it ensuved tat they would lave i little volee
il the direction of county affairs.  Now. in certain connties in the North Island county clections
are practically controlled by Natives, a very large number of whow may e called ratepayers by
vourtesy onlv.  The devising of some satisfactory means of obtatning rates from them scems to
he as far off as ever. though the need for it is vital.  Connty securities for loans ave prejudicially
affecterd in that lenders take into consideration the wmount of Native Lind in proposed special-
rating areas. with the result that these areas. in order that sufficient really ratcable lands to
give reasonable seenrity for loans may he included therein, are often of necessity so extended as
1o ebrace properties ‘which henefit but slightlv from the works for which the loans are being
raised . Pending the deviging of the means referved to. T am strongly of apiniou that the present
intolerable condition of things should be wmeliorated by reinstating the defaulters list. Tt i«
possible that o number of the Natives who have tasted the awveets of o]t-u'tiono(*rin;:.. and who take
A gread ad hy o mesns unintellizent interest in county eleetions. will pav their rates sooner
than suffer disfranchisement.
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