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The following figures represent the total number of children (of whom the
average weekly roll number was given above) in average attendance at vegistered
schools giving primary instruction :- -

Public schools (excluding secondary departments of district 1916. : 1917.
high schools) .. .. .. .. 160,980 166,510
thlV(—‘ village and mission schools .. .. .. 4,622 4,619
Registered private primary schools . . .. 15,199 16,429
Lower departinents of secondary schools . o 403 530
Special schools . . . .. . 570 588
Totals .. .. .. .. .. 181,774 188,676

CLASSIFICATION, AGE, AND KXAMINATION oF PupriLs.
(E.-2, Tables C1-C17.)
Classification and Age of Pupils.

The classification of primary-school pupils is lett for the most part in the hands
of the teachers, Inspectors of Schools supervising and assisting in the work where
necessary. The importance of correct classification has been frequently eniphasized,
special attention being drawn to the danger of retaining children too long in the
preparatory classes. At the same time it is to be regretted that the age at which
children in general qualify for a certificate of pmh(,len(y entitling them to free
education at a secondary school on the completion of the primary course is still
too high. Care in avoiding waste of time in the classification of the pupils, and

the reduction where possible of the size of the classes, are essential for any advance

v this respect. The problem of classification, especially where large classes have

to be dealt with, is a particularly delicate task demanding the best.experience and

judgment that the teacher has to bring to bear upon it.
The table below sets forth the ages and classification of the pupils of public
schools in the Dominion :—

CrLassiFIED RETURN oF THE NuMBERS ON THE Rorus or PuBric ScHOOLS AT THE END oF 1917, EXOLUDING

SEwNJ)ARY DepaRTMENTS OF DISTRICI‘ Hmﬁ SCHOOLS
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The table is useful in showing the retardation occurring in the school-life of
the pupils. The average age of children in the Dominion in SI at the end of the
year 18 nine years, in S2 ten years, and so on. These ages are one year higher than
would be the case if all children began school at the age of five and spent two years
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