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SAN FRANCISCO SERVICE.

.

WELLINGTON - RAROTONGA - TAHITI - SAN  FRANCISCO,

No. 1.

The Maxacizxa Dmrcror. Union Steamn Ship Company. Dunedin. to the Hon. the PosTMASTER-
Generan, Wellington,

(Telegram.) Dunedin, 10th August, 1914,
Wrrnirawan two steaniers from Friisco service necessitates rvevision frans-Pacific services.  And
having in view announcement that, owing some uncertainty Suez. New Zealand mails will be
received and despatehed trans-Pacifiec, von are no doubt anxious have our proposals, which are
as follows:  Propose veplace  Willochra " hy ““ Maitai.,”  But as will he unecessary dock latter
before sailing, and owing other engagements no dock available till next week, cannot despateh
before 20th  August to reach San Francisco 9th September.  Propose employ © Mavama,”
“CMattal,”” C Moana ' San Francisco. providing four-weekly service. and nwintain four-weekly
Vancouver service by driving “* Niagara,” ‘ Makura ' 16-knot time-table. This necessitates
varying sailing-dates, chietly on account of the different speeds two services.  Tf approved following
would he sailing-dates from Wellington to San Francisco: 20th August, 17th September. 15th
October, 12th November.

Auckland to Vancouver: In order et ships into position ¢ Makura’’ would have to he
postponed till 8th September from Auckland, followed by ““ Niagara "7 6th October, thereafter
four-weekly, these steamers alternating.  From Frlisco dates sailings would be 16th September,
[4th October, 11th November; and from Vancouver 30th September, 28th October. 25th Novem-
her.  Steamers’ sailings are contingent on getting cover against war risk, which we are doing
our hest secure.  So far successful with °“ Niagara >’ only.

’

I'Thix proposal was approved by the Postmaster-General on the 12th August, 1914}
[P. & T. 80/16.]

No. 2

The Hon. the Minrsrter or Aarievnrure, INpusrrigs, ann Covmerck, Wellington, to the Hon.
the Posmyvasrir-Gryeran, Wellington,
Department of Agriculture, Industries, and Commerce,
(Memorandum.) Wellington. 12th September, 1914.
I Bea to inform vou that my Department will pay half the subsidy of £25,000 for the San
Francisco mail-service. and provision has been made on my estimates accordingly.
W. F. Massey.
Minister of Agriculture and of Industrics and Commerce.
The Hon. the Postniaster-General, Wellington.
[P. & T. 36/20.]

No. 3.

[House of Representatives, 7th October, 191}.|
Sax Fravcisco Service: CArco vroM RaroTowGA.

Mr. Grover (Auckland Central) asked the Postmaster-General, What has been domne to ensure the
carrving of cargo from Rarotonga to San Francisco and from Rarotonga to Auckland by the
mail-steamers. instead of leaving it optional with the Union Company as to whether or when they
shall take cargo.

The Hon. Mr. R. H. Ruopss (Postmaster-General) replied, The San Francisco mail-service
contract which has just been concluded with the Union Steam Ship Company provides for the
convevance of mails between New .Zealand and San Francisco within 505 hours, this time to be
-aleulated from the time appointed for the departure of the mail. Nine hours is provided for
the loading of cargo at Rarotonga for Wellington; but in the event of unfavourable weather or
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other conditions preventing the campletion of the louding of pevishable cargo within that time,
the vessels are allowed to extend their stay at that place to not more than thirty hours, calculated
from the time of arrvival in the raadstead, such extension of fime in excess of nine hours to he in
addition to the Iimit of time speeitied for the convevance of mails from San Franeisco to Wel-
Timgton.litherto the contractors have not rvequired to leave behind cargo from Rarotonga for
Nan Ianeisco through want of space, if they have been advised of the requirements before the
steamer feft Wellington, with the exception of one voyage in November lust, when the industrial
trouble upset arrangements. 1 oam assured that there ix no difficulty in regard to space for
shipment to San Franeisco to the full extent of what can be handled in the roadstead in the time
availible al Rarotonga. provided. as I have said. requirements are known before the steamer
leaves Wellington. I the epposite direction there has always been plenty of space available
in the contract vessels coming to New Zealand.  The practice is for the mail cantractors’ agent
ab Rarotonga to advise the agent at Papecte of the east-going ship what cargoe will he shipped
by the west-going ship, and space is protected accordingly.  This is the only practicable way
to work the business in the absence of wireless telegraph or cable comnmmication.

No. 4.

The Guxpran ManNackr, Union Steam Ship Company. Dunedin, to the SrereTany. General Post
Office. Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
NIR,— . Dunedin, 28th Octoher, 1914. /
Our representative at Rarotonga asks for instructions as to the application of clause 20.
He states that the Collector of Customs refused to grant clearance to the < Maitai '’ last trip
until the thirty hours from time of arrival had elupsed. The weather was very bad. but even-
tually the master decided to ranain a little longer than the thirty hours in order to complete
the loading of perishable eargol so that the rvefusal of the clearance did not really matter on that
oceasion.  We would, however, like 1t to he understood at Rarotonga that while the contract
permits us to let the steamer rewain at Rarotonga thirty hours, it was not intended that she
shonld be detained there by the loeal officials if we considered it of no advantage to remain and
decided to take the responsibility of proceceding without more Joss of tinme. Presumably this ix
vour own view, and if so we shall be pleased if vou will communicate with the local authorities
at Rarotonga in order to have the question clearly understood.
I have, &c.,
R. McK. McliunNan,

The Seeretary, General Post Office, Wellington., For General Manager.

No. 5.

The Awsimrant Secrurary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the CoMprRoLLER or (UsToms,
Wellington.

** (Memorandum.) Greneral Post Office, Wellington. #th November, 1914,
Ioarracn gopy ol a Jetter [Noo 4] from the General Manager of the Union Steam Ship Company
in regard to the detention of the San Franeisco mail-steamer ** Maital *' ad Rarotonga on heyr last
trip until after thivty hours from the time of arrival.  The provision in elause 20 of the contract
for the service. to which reference is made by the company, is as follows :—

" leis understood that the time avatlable for the loading of cargo at Rarotongu for Wel-
lington will usually be not more than nine hours; but in the event of unfavourable weather or
other conditions preventing the cowpletion of the loading of perishable cargo within thut time.
the vessels shiall be allowed to extend thelr stay at that port to not more than thirty hours caleu-
latedd as from the time of arvival in the rvoadstead, such extension of time in excess of nine
hours to be in addition to the Timit of time herein specified for the convevance of the mails from
San Francisco to Wellington.”

It was not intended by this Department that there shonld he any compulsion on the company
in regard to the duration of the stay at Rarotouga, but that the company should he permitted
to extend the stay up to thirty hours if they considered it necessary. I should be glad if vou would
issue the necessary instructions to vour local officer. ’

F. V. Warsgs,
The Comptroller of Customs, Wellington. . Assistunt Secretary,

No. 6.

The ResipeNt AGENT ror New Zpanaxv, San Dancisco. to the SeerETARY. General Post Office.
‘ Wellington. : : :
(Telegram.) o ’ ' "~ San Francisco, 6th January, 1915
ARARICS T important mails crroneously switehed via Vancouver. Aw recalling.  Requested
* Moana 7 delay until Sunday. Advise. )
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No. 7.

The Skererany, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Gexeran Maxacur, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

(Telegran.) Wellington, 7th January, 1915,
ResipeNr Agent, San Franetsco. telegraphs that White Star line's hportant mails erroncously
switehed via Vancouver. He is recalling them, and has suggested ** Moana ™ delay sailivg
until Sunday.  Please say whether vour company would be prepared to delay sailing of ¢ Moana ©

for, say, ninety-six hours, and, if so. under what conditions.  Kindly reply urgent.

No. 8.

The Guseran Manacri, Union Steam Ship Company. Dunedin, io the Suererary, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 7th January, 1915,
Yourr telegram received.  Willing detain “ Moana 7 terms clause I8 contract : £5 per hour
after first six hours.  Shall we do so0?

[Detention and terms agreed to, Tth January.)

No. 9.

The Gryean Maxacer, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secrurary, Generai Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunediu, Tth January, 1915.
Your telegram received.  Have cabled agents to hold ““ Moana’” for British mails. Agents just
cabled that mails diverted St. Paul to Seattle due San Fraucisco Friday evening.

No. 10.

The Seeriprary, General Post Othee, Wellington, to the Rusiprnt Acest ror New ZuananNDp, San
Francisco.
(Telegram.) . Wellington, Tth January, 1915.
Company holds *“ Moana " Friday. When mails expected reach San Francisco?

No. 11.

The RestpENT AGENT For NEW ZEALAND, San Francisco. to the Swerprary, General Post Oftice,
> Wellington.
(Telegram. ) San Francisco, Tth Januaryv, 1913,
Mans stopped, diverted, due Friday night.  Holding ‘“ Moana.”

No. 12.

The Resmouxt AcrNT ror Npw ZeanaNn, San Francisco. to the SkcrETArRY, General Post Office,

Wellington.
SR, - Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, Tth January, 1913,

[ have the honour to report that, as a consequence of the late arrival at New York of
the x.&. ““ Arabic” conveving the British mails for New Zealand, I wasx compelled to serve notice
(copy cnelosed) upon the agents of the Union Steam Ship Company in this city requesting a
detention of the RM.8. *“ Moana ”” until Tth January.

On the morning of the 6th instant, bowever, 1 received advices from the United States
Railway Muail-service that these mails had erroneously been diverted at Chicago and sent to
St. Paul en route to Vancouver. B.('.  There being no despatch from that city until the 20th
Janmary T used every effort to locate and recall the mails. I served verbal notice upon the steam-
ship. company to hold the “ Mouna *" till even as Iate ax Sunday morning if necessavy, aud
cabled vou of my action.

On Wednesday afternoon we ascertained that the mails were on the Great Northern train
between St. Paul and Seattle, and had themn sent to San Francisco by first possible opportunity.
The mails are now due at this port on Friday night. 1 therefore served the Union Company
with a written request for a further detention until Friday night (copy enclosed) in order to
secure the connection, and cabled you accordingly.

[ have.this.morning vour cable .advising me that the Union Company holds steamer until
Fridav. That is nothing more than what the centract provides, if my records are correct. Under
the :uitlmrity ol instructions contained in your letter -of the 6th November [No. 47, F.-6, 1913].
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if not subsequently rescinded, T hold that I have fhe authority, under exceptional cireimstances
such as now related, to detain the contract steamers even four days when required. 1f there has
been any modification of these instructions I should be at once advised, as it must be apparent to
the Department by thtis incident alone that such power 1s absolutely necessary if proper con-
nections are to be assured. My cable therefore to you was more for intormation and confirmation.
The mails ex © Arabic”" in this case consisted approximately of three hundred bags, and being
the last despateh from FEurope, probably is the most important portion of the whole mail.

The question of the responsibility for this serious error ai Chicago will form the subject of
an oflicial connmnunication to Washington as soon as the data are 5upplled by the United States
Ratlway Mail-service Department.

The entive Atlantic service, by reason of the war and the winter season, is badly demoralized.
The use of none bhut slow vessels is obtainable, and there is a comparatively infrequent service.
The mails which arrived heve by the R.M.S. ¢ Maitai 7’ at midnight on the 3rd Decentber did
not leave New York until the 12th, goimg forward upon the *“ 8t, Paul 7' (a slow vessel), and only
reached Liverpool on the 20ih, some seven davs late. The ““ Moana's "' mails arvrived here on
the 3lst December, and left New York for Kurope on the 4th Janunary by the ©° Minneapolis 7’
(another slow hoat), so another quite late delivery mav be expected.

I trast that T may be informed that my position in this case ix the correct one, and that my
actions will receive the approval (>f the Department.

I have, &ec.,
H. SrepupNsoN SMITH
Restdent Agent for the Dominion of New Zealand.
The Secretarv, General Post Office, Wellington.

Enclosure 1 in No. 12.

The RusipeNt Aaunr por Nuw ZeanAND, San Francisco, to the Acunts, Union Stean Ship Com-
pany. San Francisco.

GENTLEMEN,— Resident Agency for New Aull(md. San Francisco, 4th January, 1915.

I have the houour to inform you that, owing to the late arrival at New York of the
s.s. “Arabic” conveving the last portion of the ]mopedn mails destined to the Dominion of
New Zealand, 1t will he necessary to detain the R:M.S. ““ Moana ' until such hour on Thurs-
day, the 7Tth January, as will assure a connection ‘with the Southern Pacific mail-train from New
York due on that date.

This notice is given under the provisions of theexisting contract for the converance of mails
from this city to the Dominion of New Zealand (clause No. 15), and subsequent arrangements
entered into hetween the Union Steam Ship Company and the Dominion Government pertaining
to this matter.

I will duly advise vou later us to the progress of the train referred to. and also as to the
precise hour on the Tth at which the mails will be ready to depart.

BE have, &e.,
"H. SrepHENSON SMITH,
Resident Agent for New Zealand.

Messrs. Bind, Rolpli. and Co., Agents for the Union Steam Ship

Company of New Zealand (T.imited), San Francisco.

Enclosure 2 in No. 12.

The Resiorpyt Acext ror NEw Zpanann, San Francisco, to the Acuxrs, Union Steam Ship Com-
pany, San Francisco.
(GENTLEMEN,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San ancis(‘o, 6th Januavy, 1915.
Reverting to my communication of the 4th instant in reference to the above subject,
wherein | rvques‘rod the detention of this vessel until the 7th instant in order to effect a connec-
tion for the British Australasian mails in transit from New York, I have now the honour to inform
vou that later advices from the transportation companies indicate that the entire mails ex s.s.
““ Arahic ' have erroneously been switched at Chicago to St. Paul, with the undoubted intention
of making a connection at Vancouver, B.C., with the next steamer of vour line scheduled to
leave that port on the 20th January.

Immediatelv upon veceipt of this information steps were taken by telegraph to locate and
arrest these mails and divert them to this eity. T am just in receipt of advices that this object
has been attained, and that the mails have been sent from St. Paul to Seattle where they will
connect with the Shasta Limited, and will be due in this city on Friday evening, the 8th instant.

Therefore 1 regret the necessity of requesting a further delay of the R.M.S. ““ Moana’
until the arrival of the train referrved to. thus to make a connection for these important mails.
This request is made under the provisions of the existing contract between the Dominion Govern-
mernt and vour company, supplemcnted by subsequent authontv vested in me by the said Govern-
ment. ’ Ihave, &el,

“H: STEPHLNSON Surrh,

o ; ' .7 "Resident Agent for New Zealand
Moxs)x Hind. R(»]])h\ and Co.. A\;,ents for the Union Steam Ship
Compuny of New Zealand (Limited), San Francisco.
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No. 13.

The Resment Acknt ror New ZeEALAND, San Francisco, to the Skornrary, General Post Office,

Wellington.
SIR - Resident Agency for New Zealaud, San Francisco, 3th January, 1915,

1 have the honour to further report that in consequence of {he action of the despatehing
officer of the U.8. Railway Mail-service at Seattle in retaining over one-half of the belated Fuglish
mails for the Dowinion ex *“ Arabic ™ until a following train for San Francisco, I was compelled
to serve the Union Steam Ship Company’s ageney in this city with o further notice of detention
(copy enclosed) until the werival of the second train from Seattle, due Saturday morning at 7.30.

I sincerely trust that the steamer will be able to depart promptly upon arvival of this later
train. I have, &ec.,
H. SrupHENSON SMITH,
Resident Agent for the Dominion of New Zealand,
The Seeretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

Eneclosure in No. 13.

The ResiprNr AveNt ror Nuw Zranaxn, San Franciseo, to the Aasyrs, Unton Steanm Ship Com-
pany, San IMrancisco.
(FENTLEMEN - Resident Ageney for New Zealand, San Francisco, Tth January, 191D,

[ am just in receipt of advices from the Radlway Mail-serviee officials to the effect that
through an ervor committed by the ofticer in charge at Seattle the overdue madils destined for the
Dominion have been seut forward from Seattle in two portions,. the latter portion consisting of
[70 wacks being vetained for a following train, therebv missing the connection this afternoon
at Portland with the Shasta Limited, whereby it will not reach this city until 7.30 on Saturday
morning.

Therefore with mueh regret I must ask vou to further delay the sailing of the R.M.S.
“ Moana 7 untl a connection can be made with the second halt of the British mails on Saturday
morning. [ have, &e.,
H. SrEPHENSON SMmIrL,
Resident Agent for New Zealand.
Messrs., Hind, Rolph, and Co., Agents for the Union Stean Ship
Compuny of New Zealand (Linmited), San Franeisco.

No. 14.

The GeNuran Maxacrr, Union Steam Ship Company, Duncding to the Seererany, General Post
Office, Wellington,
(Telegram.) ' Dunedin, 9th January, 1915,
Fr'izeo agent advises © Moana ™ mails arrive Saturday morning,

"~

No. 15.

The Restoext AceNt ror Nuw ZeaLAND, San Francisco, to the Secreranry., General Post Office,
Wellington.

(Telegram.) San Francisco. 27th January, 1915, -
“Manama 7 oarrived.  Gol ashore entering the port, but got off i damage not vet ascertained.
Further pariiculars will follow.  Will doek to-morrow night.

[General Manager, U.S.8.Co., Dunedin, informed 29th J:mu:u‘.\'.]

No. 16.

The Gunmrarn Manvagrr, Union Steam Ship Company. Dunedin, to the Secrurany, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) : Dunedin, 29th January, 1915,
Tuangs for wire re *“ Marawa.”” Our advices-appear indicate vessel not seriously damaged, but
will advise vou after result her examination in dock.

s

No. 17.

The ResmorNT AckNt ror Npw Zpanann, San Francisco, to the Swenurany, General Post Office.
Wellington.
(Telegram.) San Francisco, 29th Januarv, 1915,
“ Marama’’: Temporary repairs will delay four days. [f permanent repairs ordered I propose
send mails Vancouver. Instruct.
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No. 18.

The Swucrerany, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Grxsrat Maxacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

(Telegram.) Wellington, Ist February, 1915.
Rusipene Agent, San Francisco, telegraphs: “* Marama '@ Tewmporary vepaivs will delay four
days.  If permanent ordered I propose sending mails Vancouver.  Tustruct.”  © Marama ™ due
leave San Francisco 3rd February. and ° Niagara’' to leave Vancouver 17th February. There-
fore if vepairs will occupy only four days it would be better to keep mails for ¢ Marama’ at
San Francisco. [ shall be glad to know whether vou have any information about length of time
repairs will take, so that Department may be able to arrive at decision as to disposal of mails.

No. 19.

The Gryurat, Maxacer, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secrerary, General Post
Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Duncdin, Ist Kebruary, 1915.
Your telegram received. Our agents just cabled that examination © Marama ™ in dock shows
damage so extensive that in our opinion advisable complete repairs there estimated occupy
twenty-four days, working double shifts.  Agents do not suggest teruporary vepairs, but we rveckon
would oceupy more than fpur days with risk that completion required thix end might delay
departure lIst April from Wellington. We are in communication with ounr agents, and will
telegraph vou as soon us decided what is best course.

No. 20.

The (trNrral Maxacer, Union Stearn Ship Company. Dunedin, to the Sucrerary, General Post
Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Dunedin, 3rd KFebruary, 1915.
Have decided effect permanent vepairs ¢ Marama’ San Francisco. [Regret damage much
greater than anticipated. Expect despatch from Fr’isco not later than 25th to Svduev direct,
but will call Papeete if necessary relieve pressure on ‘‘ Maitai.””  Should reach Sydney about 18th
March to take time-table date.

No. 21.

The Srennrary, (eneral Post Office, Wellington, to the REsipENT AarNr ror New Zparann, San
h Francisco.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 3rd February, 1915,
SEND mails Vancouver.

No. 22.

The Skerwrary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GunEran Maxacrr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

(',l‘elegraru.) Wellington, 3rd February, 1915,
Havi instructed Resident Agent, San Francisco, to send ‘“ Marama’s ”’ mails by way of Vancouver.
Public of New Zealand will, of course, be looking for mails via San Francisco on due date, and
I propose to notify through newspapers that owing to repairs to ‘‘ Marama’’ at San Franecisco
mnails have been diverted by way of Vancouver, and consequently will not arrive in New Zealand
until fifteen days after due date. Befove doing so, however, I should like to have expression of
opinion from you on the matter.

No. 23.

The GeNErAL ManNager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Srorrrary, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) ) Dunedin, 4th February, 1915,
WE are informing Press owing ‘“ Marama’’ grounding slightly when entering Port San Fran-
cisco not ready sail 3rd., and mails are being forwarded via Vancouver, but that ‘“Marama ”’
will reach Svdney in time leave there 27th March as time-tabled.
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No. 24.

The SecreTary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the REsipENT AckNT FOorR NEW ZRALAND, San
Francisco.
SIR,—- General Post Office, Wellington, 4th February, 19105,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the Tth and 8th ultimo,
regarding the detention of the *“ Moana’' from the 6th to the 9th idem to cnable her to bring
on the lnglish mail which arrived at New York by the ‘“ Arabic.”

The action you took in the matter is approved. It was fully warranted by the authority of
clause 15 of the countract and the lctter to vou from this office of the 6th November, 1912 [sec
No. 47, F.-6, 1913]. The San Francisco agents of the Union Steam Ship Company communicated
by cable with their hcad office in this Dominion, which approved of the vessel being detained
until the arrival of the English mail.

I should be glad to have a full report from vou as to who was responsible for the diversion
of the mails at Chicago to the Vancouver route, and for the further delav to portion of the mails
at Seatile. I have. &eo.,

W. R. Morris. Sceretary.

H. Stephenson Smith, Esq., Restdent Agent for New Zealand,

311 California Street, San Francisco, Cal., U.S.A.

No. 25.

The AssiSTANT SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Crnurk v CHarar, Cook Islands
Administration Department, Wellington.

(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, bth February, 1915.

Tur Comptroller of Customs informed me on the 5th November last [memorandum not printed]
that he had referred to you my memorandum of the 4th idem [No. 5] on the subject of the refusal
of the Collector of Customs at Rarotonga to grant a clearance to the San Francisco mail-steamer
““ Maitai >’ until thirty hours from the time of her arrival.

T shall be glad if you will give the earliest practicable instructions to the Collector that, in
terms of the mail contract from which vou have the extract, no compulsion is to be put upon the
Union Steam Ship Company in regard to the duration of the stay of the San Francisco mail-
steamer at Rarotonga.

J. C. Wirnramson
For Assistant Secretary,
The Clerk in Charge. Cook Tslands Administration Department, Wellington.

No. 26.

The Crerk v Cmakce, Cook Islands Administration Department, Wellington, to the SECRETARY,
. General Post Office, Wellington.
Cook Islands Administration Department, Wellington,
(Memorandum.) ’ 9th February, 1915.
RurrrriNg to your memorandum of the 5th instant, instructions have been issued to the Resident
Jommissioner at Rarotonga asking him to give cffect to vour request in regard to the delay of
mail-steamers at Rarotonga.
F. G. Twiss,
The Secretarv, General Post Office, Wellington. (lerk in Charge.

No. 27.

The RusipeNT AGENT rorR NEw ZurALAND, San Francisco. to the SworrTArY, General Post Office,
Wellington.

Resident Agency for New Zealand,

SR, — 311 California Street, San Francisco, 10th February. 1915,

1 have the honour to report, iu confirmation of my telegrams [Nos. 15 and 17], that the
R.M.S. ““ Marama *’ arrived at this port on the 27th January about 10 a.m., after being stranded
early on that morning at Point Montara, some fifteen miles south of this port. The vessel was
placed upon the dry dock on Fridayv. the 29th, when it was discovered that serious damage had
been sustained, fracturing several plates as well as some frames, the double bottom alone having
saved the vessel from a serious disaster. As the damage was of such a serious nature it was deter-
mined to undertake permanent repairs, delaying the departure from this port until the 24th
February.

T therefore, after consulting with the steamship companv and the postal authorities,
instructed that the entire accumulation of through mails destined to the Dominion should be
sent to Vancouver, B.C.. for connection with the R.M.S. ““ Niagara” from that port, scheduled
to sail on the 17th. These mails consisted of 804 sacks. Thev left this city on the 5th and
6th instant. and now arc in Vanconver awaiting departure of the “ Niagara.”

2—F. 6,
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As the Union Steam Ship Company proposes to despateh the ‘“ Marama’ when repaired
direct to Sydney only via Tahiti, therc will not be any Dominion mails sent forward until the
departure of the s.s. *“ Maitai *” on the 4th March.

legretting the serious disarrangement of the services as ontlined,

I have, &ec.,
H. StepnuNsoN SMITH,
Resident Agent for New Zealand.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

Enclosure in No. 27.

The ResipeNt Acrnt For NEw ZeALAND, San Francisco. to the SuprriNTenbpeENT, Railway Mail-
service, San Franeisco.
Resident Ageney for New Zealand,
Sii,— 311 California Strect, San Francisco, 1st February, 1915,

On account of the disaster which lately befel the R.M.8. ““ Maramna >’ it will be necessary
to delay that vessel until the 256th February to effect repairs, and consequently it will be necessary
to forward all mails addressed to the Dominion of New Zealand to Vancouver to connect with
the steamer ‘° Niagara,”” of the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand, from that port
scheduled to sail therefrom on the 17th February. This will apply to the through mails already
here, and also to those which arrived at New York vesterdayv by the s.s. ‘“ Arabic’’ and were sent
forward from New York at 3.5 a.m. on the same day.

You are therefore authorized to forward all through mails destined to the Dominion of New
Zealand from this city to Vancouver, B.C., to make the connection indicated. It will not, I
think, be necessary to make an immediate transfer to the north, as there will be plenty of time
to effect the connection, and it is possible, although most unlikely, that different instructions
may be received from the Dominion Government to-day. If they are received vou will be imme-
diately advised. I have, &e.,

H. SrepuENsON SMITH,
Resident Agent for the Dominion of New Zealand.

The Superintendent of the Railway Mail-service, San Francisco.

No. 28.

The GeNrrAL Manaaer, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrreTary, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 19th February, 1915.
. a5an Francrsco agents expect despatch ‘“ Mavama ’’ 24th Papeete-Sydney. Are you likely require
“call New Zealand with mails? If so, will endeavour arrange. Reply.

No. 29.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GuNeran Mawacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 20th February, 1915,
Apour ‘ Marama ’’: What delay would result on her next outward voyage to San Francisco if
she came to New Zealand on her way from Papeete to Sydney? That is an important considera-
tion. What delay will mails for New Zealand suffer in the event of her going direct from Papeete
to Sydney? Will reply immediately on receiving this information.

No 30.

The GeENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEorrrary, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 20th February, 1915.
Ir ““ Marama’ sails 24th via Papeete Sydney direct, should reach Sydney 19th March; and if
connected steamer that day for Wellington mails arrive 23rd. If called Auckland, should reach
there 16th, Sydney 20th, leaving again 27th—due date. Have cabled Fr’isco inquiring whether
certain can despatch 24th, Will wire you soon as they reply.
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No. 31.

The Gensran Maxacer, Union Stean Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Smermrary, General Post
Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zcaland (Limited),
Str,— Dunedin, 22nd Februarvy, 1915,

Some time ago we wrote to you on the subject of mails arriving late in London though
landed by our steamers on the Pacific coast quite up to time.  For instance, 1 beg to refer to
our letters of the 20th March [nob printed] and %th April, 1913 [sce No. 1, F.-6, 1914|. T enclose
an extract [not printed] from the Otago Daily Times of Wednesday last regarding the mails
by the ‘“Marama” which arrived in London cight days late, although, as a matter of fact,
the ““ Marama ”’ arrived in San IFrancisco on Wednesday morning, 27th January, half a day
ahead of her due timc. 'There have been quite o number of similar notices in the Press, and
we fear they will give the public & wrong impression of irregularity of the steamer service to
San Francisco. To remove this fmpression we will be very much obliged if you can arrange
that when these mails arrive at Vancouver, or San Francisco, as the case may be, on time, this
be mentioned in the notification to the public regarding their arrival in London.

I have, &ec.,
R. MoK. Mcol.unNNAN,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. For General Manager.
[Replied, 1st Mareh, that it would he arranged as desired. ]
[P. & T. 36/41.]

No. 32.

The Gengran ManaciEr, Union Steam Ship Compauny, Dunedin, to the Srerwrary, General Post
Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Dunedin, 22nd February, 1915,
Fornrowing our telegram Saturday [No. 30], San Francisco agents confirm ° Marama ”’ sails
24th.

[P. & T. 36/20.]

No. 33.

The SucrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Grxeran Mawacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 22nd February, 1915.
““ Marama '’ had better call at Auckland as avoiding a delay of several days in delivery of the
mail and allowing her to leave Sydney again on time-table date.

No. 34.

The GuNiran Maxacur, Union Steamn Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcruTary, Gencral Post
Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Dunedin, 22nd February, 1915.
RerirrING vour telegram this morning : Please arrange free harbour dues into and out of Auck-
land and we will instruct “ Marama ’’ call. Understood, of course, that she will thus carn
subsidy for south-bound trip. Reply.

No. 35.
The ResmeNt AceNt vor NEw ZuanaNp, San Francisco, to the SEcreTArY, General Post Office,
Wellington.

SIR,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 23rd February, 1915.

I have the honour to forward for vour information a communication received from the
General Superintendent of the Railway Mail-service at Washington in connection with the serious
delay occasioned io the mails for the Dominion for despateh by the R.M.S. ‘“ Moana’’ on the
6th January, 1915.

The explanation of this irregularity docs not appeal to me as satisfactory. The dispensing
with the services at Chicago of the entire office force on account of the inconvenience of office
renovation does not seem to be in keeping with a business institution of the importance and
magnitude of its operations. I have expressed my dissatisfaction in a communication (copy
enclosed) sent in reply to the Superintendent’s letter.

The measures, if any, adopted to prevent a recurrence of similar irregularities have not
been disclosed, nor is any mention made of the financial loss to the Dominion Government by
the forced delay of the R.M.S. *“ Moana ’’ at this port. '

I should be pleased to have your views upon this whole matter, and copy of correspondence
had with Washington if any direct communication is made.

I have, &c.,
H. SrepHENSON SMiTH,
Resident Agent for Dominion of New Zealand.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
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Enclosure 1 in No. 35.

w.d

The ResipeNT AGENT ror NEW ZEALAND, Sau Fraucisco, to the GENERAL SUPBRINTENDENT, Railway
Mail-service, Washington.
Resident Agency for New Zealand,
Sir,— 311 California Street, San Francisco, Cal., 12th January, 1915.

I have the honour to veport a serious delay in the transmission of the through mails
destined to the Dominion of New Zealand from New York to San Francisco, on the bth instant.
This delay caused the detention at this port of the contract mail-steamer  Moana’’ for some
forty-seven hours, and involved a demurrage payment to the steamnship company from the New
Zealand Government of 25 dollars an hour—say, from 1,175 dollars

The facts, as I have been enabled to gathcr them, are as follows: A shipment of mails com-
prising about 291 sacks arrived at New York per s.s. ““ Avabic”” on the 4th January at 11 a.m.
They were despatched westward by New York Central and Hudson River train No. 21 at 6.46 p.mn.
on the 4th January, arriving at Chicago at 5 p.m. on Monday, the 5th. They arrived at Chicago
In ample time to connect with the evening trains for Omaha, but instead they appear to have
been erroneously diverted at Chicago to St. Paul. Immediately upon receipt of advices of this
action the officer in charge of the Railway Mail-service in this city caused a search to be made
to locate the mails, and they were found to have been sent from St. Paul over the Great Northern
or Northern Pacific line to Seattle. Orders were at once sent to Seattle to stop the mails and
despatch them to this city by first possible opportunity. The despatching officer at Seattle, how-

“ever, for some as-yet-unexplained reason, only forwarded some 120 sacks by train No. 511 on the
Oregon and Washington line leaving at 9.30 a.mn., holding some 170 sacks for train No. 569
of the same line leaving at 11.30 a.m. As a consequence, the latter and greater portion of the
mails failed to connect at Portland with the Southern Pacific fast train at 3.50 p.m., and only
made connection with train No. 13 at 8.15 p.m., thus causing an additional delay of about
twelve hours at this port, the mails finallv rveaching San Francisco at 7.30 a.m. on the 9th
January, the steamer sailing at 10 a.m. same day.

Perhaps I may be permitted to suggest as a preventive of similar errors in the future that
general instructions be given the despatching officers at Chicago that all through mails destined
to the Dominion of New Zealand arriving at Chicago within seventy-two hours after  the .date
given in the printed monthly schedule issued by the Foreign Mail Department at Washington
for the departure from San Francisco of steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company of New
Zealand be forwarded to this ¢ity unless otherwise instructed by the San Francisco Department.
The schedule of departures from the United States and Canada is arranged so as to leave at two
weeks intervals, alternating between San Francisco and Vancouver. Therefore, there would be
plenty of time to send them north to Vancouver if by any chance the San Francisco steawer
had departed.

As the representative of the Dominion of New Zealand in this city, I have power under the
contract with the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand to detain the steamers at this
port forty-eight hours after advertised date of sailings, and am also cmpowered by special
instructions (outside the contract) to detain the steamers under an emergency a longer period,
so if circumstances warrant the cxercise of myv full authority there would not be any miscon-
nections at this port.

I also desire to take this opportunity of directing your attention to a matter which has on
more than one occasion caused a few hours’ delay at this port—viz., the west-bound mails arriving
%t Omaha from Chicago are rarely forwarded from Omaha by train No. 5, leaving at 9.15 a.m.,
and thus effecting a connection at Green River with train No. 1 on the Union Pacific line, which
arrives here at 10.10 a.m., but are held at Omaha until the departure of No. 9, leaving at 1.30
p.m., arriving at San Francisco at 2.30 p.m., four hours and twenty minutes later. Would it
be feasible to issue instructions to effect this change?

The delay to the through service on this occasion is of such serious proportions that I shall
be called upon to make a full report to my Government. Therefore. vou would confer a favour
by putting me in a position to give a full explanation of the occurrences.

I regret veryv much putting you to so much trouble in this connection, as in my twentv-five
vears’ experience the Railway Mail-service has strongly impressed me with its high state of
efficiency. It is extremelv rare that the through mails destined to the Dominion of New Zealand
are not transported with the utmost intelligence and precision.

I have, &ec., ‘
H. StepurNsoN SMITH,
Resident Agent for Dominion of New Zealand.

A. H. Stephens, Esq., General Superintendent, Railway Mail-service, Washington, D.C.

Enclosure 2 in No. 35.

The GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT, Division of Railway Mail-service, Washington, to the REsIipENT
AgeNT For NEw ZEALAND, San Francisco.
Division of Railway Mail-service, Post Office Department, ,
SIR,— Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, 12th February, 1915.

In further answer to your letter under date of the 12th January, reporting a. delay
in the transmission of the through mails destined to the Dominion of New Zealand from New
York to San Francisco, despatched via New York and Chicago railway post-office train No. 21,
leaving New York 6.46 p.m. 4th January, T beg to inform you that the matter has been made
the subject of careful investigation.
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This despatch represented a total of 680 sacks of foreign mail, of which 291 sacks were
for New Zecaland, the balance being for Canadian points, China, and Japan, the total being
loaded in a ihrough storage-car which was forwarded from Chicago, 5th January, via Chicago
and Minneapolis R.P.O. train No. 57. Under ordinary conditions this mail could not reach
San Francisco to connect with the ‘‘ Moana,”” scheduled to sail 6th January. When the dis-
covery was made that the mails for New Zealand had not been withdrawn from the storage car
at Chicago, but had been forwarded through intact with the other mails for Canada, China,
and Japan, the Superintendent of this service at Chicago telegraphed the Superintendent of
the Railway Mail-service at St. Paul, Seattle, and San Ifrancisco, giving them information in
the hope that these mails could be intercepted at some point en route and forwarded to San
Francisco with the least possible delay incident to holding the steamer. It has been explained
that at the time of this occurrence the working-force in the office of the Superintendent, Railway
Mail-service, Chicago-—111~—was completely disrupted; the rooms were being painted and cleaned,
and the entire Railway Mail-service headquarters was practically put out of business, the clerks
being permitted to go home, as they could not remain in the rooms without danger of contracting
colds and otherwise becoming ill. 'LThe [ailure of a prompt and complete despatch of this mail
from Seattle by first available train after its receipt at that point has been made the subject
of appropriate action with those concerned.

The Department regrets very much the irregularity, and 1 am confident the investigations
made in the case and the action tuken in connection therewith will avoid the possibility of a
recurrornce. I have, &e.,

A. H. SrEprHENS,
General Superintendent.
Mr. H. Stephenson Smith, Resident Agent for Dominion of New Zcaland,
No. 311 California Street, San Francisco, Cal.

Enclosure 3 in No. 35.

The REsipeNT AGENT ror NEW ZEALAND, San Franeisco, to the GENeraL SUPERINTENDENT, Railway
Mail-service, Washington.
Bk, — Resident Agency for New Zealand, San IFraneisco, 20th February, 1915.
| have the honour to acknowledge the reccipt of your communication of the 12th instant
in explanation of the above incident—namely, that on account of the renovation of the Chicago
office al the time, the oftice force was relieved from duty, and the mails were perinitted to proceed to
St. Paul.

The explanation as above, looking at it even from a broad standpoint, does not appear to
me, nor will it be, 1 anticipate, to my Government, entirely satisfuctory, and does appear
scarcely in keeping with the judgment and precision that have hitherto characterized the opera-
tions of the Railway Mail-service in connection with the transmission of the through mails for
the Dominion in the past.

Even if it was known that the mails in question would not reach San Francisco until after
the advertised date of departure, T presume you are aware that the Chicago office was informed

** by telegraph from here prior to the arrival of the mails at Chicago that they should come through
to San Irancisco, as the steamer was being held for them, and therefore it was reasonably to
be expected that, if any doubt existed in the mind of the Chicago ofticials, they would have tele-
graphed to San Francisco. It has not been, I believe, the practice in the past to divert without
instructions. 'The holding of the steamners at this port for belated mails has been customary
for many years, and it would seem as if the Chicago office should have been conversant with this
practice.

I sincerely trust that definite instructions have now been given to the Chicago officials some-
what in line with the suggestions contained in my report upon this matter in letter dated the
12th January, so that a recurrence of this serious delay may be prevented in future.

Regretting the necessity of this communication, and trusting to hear further from you in
the near future, I have, &c.,

H. SteprexsoN Swirw,
Resident Agent for the Dominion of New Zealand.
A. H. Stephens, Esq., General Superintendent of the Railway Mail-service, Washington D.C.

No. 36.

The SecreTaRY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Guneran Mawacrr, Union Steam Ship
- o Company, Dunedin.

(Telegram.) . Wellington, 23rd February, 1915.
“ Manama ' calling at Auckland: Am advised that vessel under the existing contract cannot
be exempt from the payment of harbour dues at Auckland.
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No. 37.

The Gexeran Manacrr, Union Stean Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SeEcrerary, General Post
Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Dunedin, 24th February, 1915.
ReFERRING your telegram yesterday afternoon: Have cabled instructions ‘“ Marama ”’ call Wel-
lington instead Auckland. Should arrive [6th or 17th, land mails, and proceed at once to reach
Sydney 20th or 21st, and return on time-table date. Conclude this suit you.

| Replied, same day, arrangements satisfactory. ]

No. 38.
The Skecierary, General Post Otlice, Wellington, to the GrNpran ManNacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
SIiR,— General Post Otlice, Wellington, 16th March, 1915.

I have the honour to rvefer to the alterations in the time-tables .of the San Francisco
and Vancouver mail-services made soon after the commencement of the war [see No. 1], under
which there are alternate periods of unine and nineteen days between successive sailings instead
of a regular fortnight; and to inguire what steps your company proposes to take to revert to
the former arrangement. I have, &ec.,

W. R. Morris, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Cowmpany of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
P. & T. 36/11.]

No. 39.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Rrsipent Acent ror NEw ZEALAND, San
Francisco.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 24th March, 1915.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of the 23rd ultimo in refer-
ence to the delay in the transit across the United States of the mails for New Zealand which
reached Ncw York early in January last by the s.s. ¢ Arvabic.”

It does not appear that anything further can be done. You have given the Railway Mail-
service Division of the Post Office Department the aspect of the matter from the Dominion point
of view. This Department does not propose to press the case in view of the last paragraph of
Mr. Stephens’s letter, where he says, ** The Department regrets very much the Irregularity, and
1 am confident the investigation made in the case and the action taken in connection therewith
will ‘avoid the possibility of a recurrence.’” I have, &e.,

W. R. Morris, Secretary.

H. Stephenson Swmith, Esq., Resident Agent for New Zealand,

311 California Street, San Francisco, Cal.
P. & T. 36/20.]

No. 40.

The AssistantT Secrirary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GenNeran MaNacer, Union
Steam Ship Company, Dunedin.

SI1R,— General Post Office, Wellington, 26th March, 1915,

In reference to the detention of the R.M.S. “ Moana’’ at San Francisco from the 6th
to the 9th January last to enable the English mail to make the connection, I have the honour to
inform you that the mail was despatched from New York on the 4th January at 6.46 p.m., and
under ordinary conditions it could not have reached San Franeisco by the 6th. The mails were
forwarded in a car containing mails for Canada and other places, and should have been removed
at Chicago, where the car was transferred to the Vancouver line. This was not done, and when
the discovery was made the Superintendent of the Railway Mail-service at Chicago took action
with a view to the mails being intercepted and forwarded to San Trancisco with the least possible
delay.  But through a failure on the part of the officers of the Railway Mail-service the mails
were not forwarded from Seattle by the first available train. The General Superintendent of
the Railway Mail-service states that the action taken in connection with the case will, he is con-
fident, avoid the possibility of a recurrence. I have, &e.,

F..V. WaTErs,
. Assistant Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steara Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
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No. 41.

The GENeral MaNackr, Union Steam Ship Cowpany, Dunedin, to the Suorerary, General Post
Otlice, Wellington.
Union Steatn Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Duncdin, 14th April, 1915.

In reply to your favour [No. 38], T beg to say that while so many of our steamers arve
engaged on national service we find ourselves unable to revise the dates of despatches of the
trans-Pacific mail-steamers. We, however, have had this matter in view all along, and as soon
as we are in a position to suggest an amended time-table we shall have much pleasure in sub-
mitting it. . . . I have, &e.,

R. McK. Mcl.ENNan,

The Secretary, General Post Oftice, Wellington, IFor General Manager.
[Acknowledged, 21st April, 1915.]

No. 42.

The AcriNg CrLerk 1N Cnarer, Cook Islands Administration Department, Wellington, to the
SeereTarY, General Post Office, Wellington.
Cook Islands Administration Departmment,
(Memorandum.) Wellington, t4th April, 1915,
RerkruriNg to previous correspondence [see No. 26] in regard to detention of the ¢ Maitai”’ at
Rarotonga, I have the honour, by direction, to transmit to you for your mformation the accom-
panying copy of a letter, with its enclosures, which has heen received in this office from the

Resident Commissioner at Rarotonga. Gro. I7. Dixon,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Acting Clerk in Churge.

P& T. 36/20.]

Enclosure 1 in No. 42.

The REsipENT CoMMISSIONER, Rarvotonga, to the Hon. the MimNistir v Caarar, Cook Islands
Administration, Wellington.

SIir,— Cook Islands Administration, Rarotonga, 7Tth October, 1914.
I have the honour to attach hereto a letter I guve to Captain Carson, the master of the
5.8. ‘“Maitai,”” in case there might be any question of his being over his time. Had he not
courteously delayed his departure to take the 200 tons of fruit it would huve rotted otherwise, and
would have been a very serious loss to growers and shippers.
I have, &e.,
H. W. Nontucrorr,
Resident Commissioner.
The Hon. the Minister in Charge, Cook Islands Administration, Wellington.

Sub-enclosure to Enclosure 1 in No. 42.

The RusipEnt CoMMissIONER, Rarotonga, to Captain A. Carson, s.s. ‘“ Maitai,”’ at Rarotonga.
SIR,— Cook Islands Administration, Rarotonga, Tth October, 1914.

I have the honour to request you will, if possible, delay your departure until this
evening. The weather is moderating, and we have here in the sheds fully 200 tons of fruit
which if left will be a very serious loss to the growers and shippers, because it will rot before it
can be shipped by the next boat.

If you consent to this request I shall esteem it a great favour.
I have, &ec.,
H. W. Norrrcrorrt,
Resident Commissioner.
Captain A. Carson, s.s. ‘“ Maitai,”” Union Steam Ship Company, Rarotonga.

Enclosure 2 in No. 42.

The Resment CommissioNsr, Rarotonga, to the Hon. the Posrmasrer-Grneran, Wellington.
SIR,— Cook Islands Administration, Rarotonga 7th October, 1914.
I have the honour to inform you Captain Carson very courteously delayed the departure
of s.8. ““ Maitai’’ from Rarotonga at my request to take 200 tons of fruit on board that otherwise
would have rotted on the wharf, which would have been a very serious loss to the growers and

the shippers. ' ] ] o )
If there should be any question of his being over his time, T sincerely trust you will kindly

take this fact into consideration. I have, &c..
H. W. Nonruonort,

The Hon, the Postmaster-General, Wellington, Resident Commissioner.
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Eneclosure 3 in No. 42.

The Rmsmneyr ComMissionsr, Rarotonga, to the Minisrer 1N Cuarce, Cook Islands Administra-
tion, Wellington.

Sim,— Cook Islands Administration, Rarotonga, 16th March, 1915.
I have the honour to acknowledge yours of the 9th ultimo [not printed]. I attach hereto
all correspondence connected with this case,

The facts are all set out very clearly in Mr. Stevenson’s letter ‘“A’’ of the 13th instant,
and from it you will see that the *“ Maitai’s 7’ time had not expired when she came to anchor and
commenced to load cargo. T

I particularly wish to emphasize that I alone was responsible in the matter, Mr, Stevenson
merely acting under my instructions, and that even had the mails been held after 2 p.m. Mr.
Stevenson 1is entirely blameless.

The shippers had on the wharf awaiting shipment by the ““ Maitai >’ 250 tons of fruit, valued
at £1,500, which must all otherwise have rotted and become a total loss (or have been made
into ‘* bush beer ”’), so that there were very cogent reasons, both finaneial and moral, for wishing
to get it on board.

I most respectfully request that you will kindly bring before the notice of the Under-
Secretaries for the General Post Office and the Customs the fact that Mr. Stevenson was not
responsible for any delay of the ‘“ Maitai’’; if such occurred it was due to my instructions to
him to hold the mails and clearance pending further notice from me.

By the ruling of Mr. J. C. Williamson the question of whether or not fruit is carried by
the mail-boats is entirely dependent on the whim of the captain in charge of the mail-boat, and
the shippers must take their chance, as pointed out in Mr. Stevenson’s letter ¢“ B.”’

I have, &ec.,
H. W. NortHCROFT,
Resident Commissioner.

The Minister in Charge, Cook Islands Administration, Wellington.

Sub-enclosure 1 to Enclosure 3 in No. 42,

(a.) :
The CorLector or CusToMms, Rarotonga, to the Rrsipent CoMMmissioNer, Rarotonga.

SIR,— "Rarotonga, Cook Islands, 13th March, 1915.

With reference to the letter from the Hon. the Minister ¢n re the delay of the ¢ Maitai’
on the Tth October last, I should like to point out that T was not responsible for any delay whlch‘
oceurred on that occasion, for I took my instructions from you.

As far as I can gather and recollect the facts are as follows: The vessel arrived off the..
anchorage on the 6th October at 8 a.m., but as the sea was too rough it did not anchor till 3 p.m.
Soon afterwards the anchor began to drag and the vessel put to sea. Next morning, 7th October,
the sea had moderated slightly, but was dcemed too rough for work, although every hour the sea
was going down. At 11.30 a.m. the captain sent a message ashore to the local manager for the
Union Company to the effect that he wished the mails and clearance, as there was no chance of
working, and that no good would result by waiting until 2 p.m., the time in which his thirty
hours allowed by contract would expire. I met you coming on the wharf, and told you what
was about to happen, and remarked that his thirty hours’ grace was not up until 2 p.m. You
replied to the effect that I was not to give up his papers -before that. I then gave your message
to Mr. Morrison. By this time the shippers were interviewing vou about delaying the vessel,
and I think you sent a letter off to the captain pointing out that the sea was moderating and
that there was a chance of worklng

We went to lunch at 12 o’clock, and you were back shortly after 1 p.m. By that time the
captain’s answer to your letter had come’ ashore through Mr. Morrison. It stated that he would
not stay. You then said, ““Do not give up the papers until I tell you.”” You were drafting a
letter to the Minister on the subject, and were anxious that it should go in the mail-bag. While
Mr. Savage was preparing this letter the vessel came along to the anchorage, dropped her anchor,
and worklng cargo was started at 1.30 p.m.

The vessel left for New Zealand with all the fruit aboard at midnight.

1 have, &ec.,
W. J. STEVENSON,
The Resident Commissioner, Rarotonga. ’ Collector of Customs.

Sub-enclosure 2 to Enclosure 3 in No. 42,

(B.)
The Cornrnrcror oF Cusroms, Rarotonga, to the Resiprnt CoMMissioNEr, Rarotonga.

(Memorandum.) Rarotonga, Cook TIslands, 13th March, 1915,
17 is rather intnres’ring from the Hon. Minister’s letter ¢n re delay of the “ Maitai > to know that
after the expiry of nine hours the Administration has no jurisdiction over the detaining of the
vessel. Shippers may put anything up to ten thousand cases of fruit on the wharf, and run the
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risk of having the whole cargo left behind owing to the nervousness, impatience, or lack of know-
ledge of local weather-conditions on the part of the captain whom the Union Company may place
in charge of the mail-steamers.

When the ‘‘ Maitai ”’ left the cargo behind in February, 1912, Captain Stringer was on his
first voyage in these waters. He arrived off the anchorage about 2 p.m. and left about 10 p.m.
Within a few hours of his departure the wind had changed, and by next. morning the sea was
almost as smooth as a duck-pond.

In the case of the *“ Maitai ”’ in October last, Captain Carson was on his first voyage. The
vessel arrived at 8 a.m. on the 6th October, hut the sea was too rough to work cargo all that day.
His thirty hours’ time was not up until 2 p.m. on the 7th, yet at 11.30 a.m. on that day he sent
a message ashore requesting mails and clearance. At 1.30 p.m. the same day—within two hours
of sending his message—he was at the anchorage worklng cargo. The value of the shipment to
the island on that occasion was about £1,500, and had he got his papers at 11.30 a.m. the whole
shipment would have been lost.

A more recent case, but of minor importance, was that of the ‘“ Taviuni,”” Captain Dryden,
on his second voyage in these waters as a captain. The * Taviuni” arrived from Auckland
about 12 o’clock on the 24th February. Several attempts were made to anchor, but unsuccess-
fully. He then suggested that he should go on to Papeste and land the inward cargo on his
return voyage. He waited until 5 p.m. and then went on. By next morning the sea was down,
and the cargo could have been worked.

This goes to show these storms at Ralotonga are. of comparatively short duration, and if
captains of vessels could exercise a little patience there would be few complaints as to cargoes
being left behind.

In the case of the mail-steamers the question of catching a south boat or a north train from
Wellington seems to be their worry.

Seeing we have no authority in the matter of detaining the vessels, I think it would be a
gracious act on the part of the postal authorities if they could arrange with the Union Company
for the mail-steamers to stay the full thirty hours if necessary at Rarotonga when loading fruit.

The Resident Commissioner, Rarotonga. W. J. Stevenson, Collector.

No. 43.

The SeorETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Gmverar Mawacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 19th April, 1915.

Referring to your letter of the 28th October last, in the matter of the stay of the mail-
steamer at Rarotonga, I have the honour to inform you that a copy of the letter was communi-
cated to the Cook Islands Administration.

I now enclose copy of the commmunications received in reply. You will note that the rights
of your company as mail contractors are now understood by the Administration. But the

“incident of the detention of the *“ Maitai”’ on the Tth October last appears to be more intimately
concerned with the business of the Cook Islands Administration than with the discharge of the
contract for the San Francisco mail-service. However, no misunderstanding can arise again,
and I have no doubt that your representations will be carefully borne in mind by the Administra-
tion’s officers at Rarotonga.

I may say that the letter. [Enclosure 2 in No. 42] to the Postmaster-General from the Resident
Commissioner at Rarotenga under date of the Tth October by some mischance was not received at
this office, otherwise probably T should have been able to explain the situation earlier.

T have, &c.,
W. R. Monris, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

OCEANIC STEAMSHIP COMPANY.

No. 44.
The AsSISTANT SEORRTARY, General Dost Office, Wellington, to the DrPUTY PoSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Sydney.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 6th July, 1914,

Is rumour Oceanic Company subsidized by Commonwealth confirmed?
[P. & T.§36/38.]
3—F. 6.
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No. 45.

The Derury PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Melbourne, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Melbourne, 8th August, 1914.
STATEMENT this Department subsidized Oceanic Company incorrect. Proposal in that direction
by company under consideration,

No. 48.

[Newspaper Extract, 13th April, 1915.] .
Melbourne, 12th April.
TrE Federal Cabinet has received Mr. Nielsen’s American mail proposals.

The Postmaster-General says that the Suez Canal route is quicker and cheaper, and he is
satisfied with the international poundage rates and arrangements of the Pacific service.

[Mr. Nielsen, Commissioner for New South Wales in America, recently placed a proposal
for improvement of the San Francisco mail-service before the Government. It was proposed to
reduce the journey to Sydney by four days. Mr. Nielsen stated that one company had offered
to build two 22-knot vessels for the service.]
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VANCOUVER SERVICHL.

AUCKLAND -SUVA-HONOLULU-VANCOUVER.

No. 47.

The AcTING-SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GEngral Manacer, Union Steam
Ship Company, Dunedin.

Sir,~— General Post Office, Wellington, 13th July, 1914.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th ultimo [No. 89,
F.-6, 1914], in reference to the late despatch of the R.M.S. ‘““Makura’ from Auckland in
December last, and the delay of the vessel on the voyage to Vancouver. The explanation is
satisfactory to the Department.
1t is regretted that there has been a delay in replying to your letter.
T have, &c.,
F. V. Warers, Acting-Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (lelted) Dunedin.

No. 48.

The AcTING-SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GeNuran MaxNaGer, Union Steam
Ship Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 24th July, 1914.

I have the honour to euclose a schedule showing the due and actual dates of arrival at
Vancouver and at London of the mail-steamers which left Auckland between the 17th January
and the dth June of this vear. It will be observed that the steamer reached Vancouver three
times on the due date, twice one day late, and once two days late.

When the steamer reaches Vancouver late the fast steamer connection on the Atlantic side
is missed, and consequently the mails are further delayed in reaching London.
As the Department is not at present able to rely on the Vancouver time-table being adhered
to, it is unable to decide whether the Vancouver or the Suez route offers the better despatch for mail-
matter for the Continent of Europe. Mails are despatched from New Zealand via Vancouver and
via Suez on the same day. If the steamer reaches Vancouver on the due date, the Vancouver
route is the better for mails for Europe; but if the steamer is delayed and the mail reaches
London at the same time as the mail despatched via Suez, the latter route is, of course, to be
preferred for mails for the Continent.
I shall be glad to hear that you have made such arrangements as will, under ordinary circum-
stances, ensure the arrival of the steamer at Vancouver on the due date.
I have, &ec.,
F. V. Warers, Acting-Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (anted) Dunedin.

Enclosure in No. 48.

SCHEDULE SHOWING DUk AND AcTual DATES oF ARRIVAL AT VANCOUVER AND LONDON OF MAIL-
STEAMERS WHICH LEFT AUCKLAND BETWEEN 17TH JANUARY AnD BrH JUNE, 1914.

Loft Auckland. Arrived Vancouver. Arrived London.
Aotual, Due. Actual.
i e Due Date. | Aotual Date.
Date. |,  Time. Date. i Time Date Time

S | — S e
17 Jan. .. 6.0 pm. | 3 Feb. .. | 630pm. . 3 Feb. .. | 7.0pm. 16 Feb. 21 Feb.
14 Feb. .. | 530 3 Mar. .. | 6.30pm. | 5 Mar. .. | 8.0pm. 16 Mar. 19 Mar.
14 Mar. .. | 11.0 am. | 31 Mar. .. | 6.30 p.m. 1 April .. 9.0 p.m. 13 April | 16 April
11 April .. | 10.156 ,, | 28 April.. | 6.30 pm. | 28 April.. | 2.0p.m. 11 May | 14 May
8 May .. | 11.0 pm. 26 May .. | 630 pm. | 27 May .. | 7.0 p.m. 8 June ; 10 June
5 June .. : Midmght | 23 June .. | 6.30 pm. | 23 June .. | 3.0p.m. 6 July | 7 July

i S _ |
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No. 49.

The Acring-SecrrTarY, General Post Office, Wellington, Lo thc Dgvrury l’os'rMASTER-GENERAL,
Ottawa

SIR,— General Post Oilice, Wcllmgton, 29th July, 1914.

I have the honour to enclose for your information copy of my letter of the 24th instant
to the Union Steam Ship Company drawing its attention to the irregular arrival of the mail-
steamers at Vancouver and the inconvenience caused therchy.

If the steamer reaches Vancouver on the duc date there is time for .a mail-connection to
be made at New York with the Norddeutscher Lloyd steamer leaving for Plymouth on the following

Tuesday, or with the Cunard steamer leaving fov Inverpool on the Wuhm\d(\\ Your Department,
however, 1 understand, now forwards the mails on all occasions via Monfreal. The mails that
arrived at Vancouver on the 3rd February and 28th April last, the due dates, reached London
via Montreal on the 2Ist February and 4th May, five and three days late respectively. Had
they been forwarded to New York, the former would have connected with the Norddeutscher Lloyd
steamer on the 10th or the Cunard steaner on the 11th Iebruary, and reached London on the
16th, the due date; and the latter would have connected with the Norddeutscher Lloyd steamer
on the 5th May, and rcached London on the 11th, the duc date.

Mails despatehed from New Zealand via San Francisco and vin Vancouver are due to reach
San Francisco and Vancouver on Thursdays and Tucsdays respectively, and London on Mondays.
This allows two days for the extra distance from Vancouver. The four last mails despatched via
San Francisco have arrived in London on the due dates; while two mails despatched this year
via Vancouver reached Vancouver on the due dates, but, owing to being despatched thence via
Montreal instead of via New York, reached London five and three days late respectively.

As it is clear that the despatch via New York is to be preferved to that via Montreal when
the steamer reaches Vancouver in time for a wail-connection to be made with the overland train
on Tuesday, this Department would be glad if you would be so good as to arrange if possible that
the former route he adopted in such circumstances. If the connection at Vancouver is missed,
no doubt the despatch via Montreal is the better.

I have, &c.,
F. V. Warers, Acting-Secretary.

The Deputy Postmaster-General, Ottawa,

[Read here No. 1.]

No. 50.

The AcTING-SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Mawaging Divkoror, Union Steam
Ship Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 24th August, 1914,

I have the honour to refer to previous u)llespondence [see No. 37, F. 6 1914] on the
stleect of the San Francisco mail-service contract, in which you agreed to (Lpply to the Vancouver
service the reduction of freight on butter by §d. per pound until the 3lst March, 1916, and a
further reduction of 4d. per pound from the Ist April, 1916.

I enclose for completion by your company a deed of agreement [see No. 60], in duplicate,
providing for the reduction. . . . I have, &c.,
J. C. WILLIAMSON,
For Acting-Secretary.
The Managing Director, Union Steamn Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

No. 51.
The AcTING-SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Drrury POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Ottawa.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 25th August 1914

Unton Company ask permission perform Vancouver service with ‘ Niagara’ and ‘‘ Makura,”
waintain four-weekly service, driving 16-knot time-table [see No. 1]. Proposed sailing-dates:
‘From Auckland, 8th September; from Vancouver, 13th idem; thereafter four-weekly. Glad
early approval. : : C o

[P. & T. 80/16.]

No. 52. |
The Drrury POSTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa, to the ACTIN(}-SEOIRETARY; General Post "Oﬁioe,
Wellington. )
(Telegram.) Ottawa, 26th August, 1914,

RE proposed 16-knot service: how many days does this mean, Auckland to Vancouver?
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No. 53.
The AcrinG-SEcrETARY, (eneral Post Office, Wellington, to the Durury PosTMASTER-GENERAL,
Ottawa.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 27th August, 1914.
Anout seventeen and a half days.
No. 54.
The Drprury PostMastir-GeNERAL, Ottawa, to the AorING-SECRETARY, General Post Office,
Wellington.
(Telegram.) Ottawa, 27th August, 1914.

On what ground is privilege dropping “‘ Marama >’ being asked?

No. 55.
The Acring-Sporurary, General Post Oftice, Wellington, to the Durury PostMastir-(GuNERAL,
Ottawa. ‘
(Telegram.) Wellington, 29th August, 1914.

»

DroppiNG ““ Marama "' : In consequence * Tahiti 7 and “° Maunganui,” two of Union Company’s
largest steamers, being taken national purposes, accelerated service Vancouver proposed in order .
maintain regular four-weekly communication at increased cost to company. Note Vancouver
dates unaltered.

No. 56.
The Dsrury Postmaster-Geyeran, Ottawa, to the AcriNg-SEcrETARY, (General Post Office,
Wellington.
(Telegram.) Ottawa, 29th August, 1914.

Iv view of fact that proposed change in Vancouver service will prohibit eastern Canada from
answering letters by same steamer as reccived, answers must go by San Francisco following week.
This could be done by present schedule from San Francisco. Will present schedule be main-
tained !

No. 57.

The Acriva-Suonirary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Dupury PosTMASTER-(FENERAL,

Ottawa.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 31st August, 1914.
PresENT schedule from San Francisco and Vancouver to be maintained.
No. 58.
The Durury Postymaster-GENgrAL, Ottawa, to the AcTING-SECRETARY, General PPost Office,
Wellington.
(Telegram.) Ottawa, Ist September, 1914.

Canana agrees withdrawal ©* Marama ’’ temporarily.
[Union Company informed 2nd September. ]

No. 59.

The AcTiNG-SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GrNkral Maxacer Union Steam
Ship Company, Dunedin.
Sk, — General Post Office, Wellington, 9th September, 1914,

In reference to the excess of eighty-five hours over the contract time of the time occupied
by the *‘ Niagara’’ on the voyage from Vancouver to Auckland, which ended on the 30th ultimo,
I have the honou1 by direction, to inform you that as the delav was occasioned by the state of
war, and not by circumstances over which your company had any control, the penalty for
exceeding the contract time will not be levied. _

I have, &c.,
F. V. Waters, Acting-Secretary
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Acknowledged, 156th Septemnber.]
[P. & T. 36/8.]
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No. 60.

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE HoN. THE PoSTMASTER-GENERAL AND UnioN Steam SHir CoMPANY OF
New Zgananp (LiMiteb).

Dsrp of agreement, made this twenty-third day of September, one thousand nine hundred and

fourteen, between the Homourable the Postmaster-General of the Dominion of New Zealand,

acting for and on behalf of His Majesty the King, of the one part, and the Union Steam Ship

Company of New Zealand (Limited), of the other part:

Whereas by agreement dated the ninth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and twelve,
the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited) did agree, under clause 6 of the
Vancouver contract, to convey butter in refrigerator to Honolulu, Victoria, and Vancouver at one
penny per pound gross: And whereas the said company has now agreed that the freight on
butter to the above-mentioned places shall be reduced by one-eighth of a penny per pound gross
from the twenty-ninth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and fourteen, until the thirty-
first day of March, one thousand nine hundred and sixteen, and that a further reduction of one-
eighth of a penny per pound gross shall be made from the first day of April, one thousand nine
hundred and sixteen :

Now, this deed witnesseth that the parties hereto do mutually agree to the aforesaid
reductions.

In witness wheveof these presents have been executed the day and year first above written.

R. Hearon RuopES.

Signed by Robert Heaton Rhodes, the said Postmuster-General, in the presence of—W. Crow,

Private Secrctary, Wellington.
The common seal of the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited) was here-
unto affixed by—
C. HoLpswoRrrTH,

SEAL. | : - Directors
[ J G. R. Rircnig, !
in the presence of—C. Hughes, Secretary, Dunedin.
No. 61.
The Darury Postmasrir-GrNsraL, Ottawa, to the ActinG-Srperiranry, General Post Office.
Wellington.
Sir,— General Post Office, Ottawa, 29th September, 1914.

With reference to your communication of the 29th July last, respecting the transmission
of mails from New Zealand for the United Kingdom via Vancouver, and remarking that these
seemed to be on all occasions sent via Montreal, I beg to say that there would appear to be no
disadvantage in this, as our instructions are that these wails are to be sent on from Montreal by
the more expeditious route, whether that be via Canadian port or via New York.

As regards the specific cases to which you refer of mails from New Zealand having been
delayed in transmission to the United Kingdom, T beg to say that the New Zealand mail which
arrived at Vancouver on Tuesday, 3rd February, reached Montreal on Sunday, 8th February,
and was sent forward to St. John for despatch by the * Teutonic,” scheduled to sail on Wednes-
day, 11th February. Due to weather-conditions, Lowever, the ‘‘ Teutonic’” did not sail from
St. John until Friday, 13th February, and, due solely to this cause, the mails were not delivered
in London until Saturday, 21st February.

The New Zealand mails which arrived at Vancouver on Tuesday, 28th April, reached Montreal
in due course on Sunday, 3rd May, and were despatched by the ‘“ Royal George,”” sailing from
Quebec on Tuesday, 5th May. The “ Royal George’ was delayed on this trip for about twenty-
four hours owing to ice and heavy weather, but the mails were delivered in London at midnight
of Wednesday, 13th May, whereas had these mails been diverted at Montreal to go by the
“ Campania ”’ from New York they would have reached London about 2 p.m. of the same day.

Under the schedule in effect at the time your letter was written the New Zealand mails for
the United Kingdom reached Montreal by Sunday in time to be forwarded by Tuesday’s boat
either by the Canadian or by the New York route, and under the schedule in effect now that the
‘“ Marama ’’ has been temporarily dropped from the Auckland-Vancouver service these mails
are due to reach Montreal by Thursday in time for despatch on Saturday’s boat sailing either
from Canadian port or from New York, whichever will afford the more expeditious transmission.

I may say that we have been endeavouring to build up our own Atlantic mail-service, and
prior to the outbreak of the war had established a regular service three times a week in summer
and twice a week in winter. We trust that as soon as conditions become normal again our regular
service will be resumed. We would prefer, in all cases not involving delay, to send your mails
by this all-British route, and I beg leave to inquire whether your Administration is agreeable to
this. . I have, &ec.,

R. M. CouLTER,
Deputy Postmaster-General.

The Acting-Secretary, General Post Office. Wellington.

No. 62.

The Acrine-8EcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Genkrarn Manager, Union Steam
Ship Company, Dunedin.

SiR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 5th October, 1914.

1 have the honour to refer to the fact that the Vancouver mail-steamer ‘‘ Marama ”’

exceeded the contract time on the voyage, Auckland to Vancouver, commenced on the 31st July

last, and on the voyage, Vancouver to Auckland, ended on the 25th ultimo, and to inform you
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that as in each case the delay is understood to have arisen from the state of war and your
company not to be responsible for it, the Postmaster-General will not immpose the penalty provided
for in the contract. I have, &ec.,
F. V. Warees, Acting-Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Acknowledged, 9th October.]

No. 63.
The Secrerary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Drpury PostvastTir-GENERAL, Ottawa.
SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 16th November, 1914.

I have the honour to acknowledge the veceipt of your letter of the 29th September last
regarding the route beyond Vancouver of New Zealand mails for the United Kingdom.
This Department desires that the mails be forwarded by the more expeditious route, which-
ever it may be, and I should be obliged if you would arrange accordingly.
I should also be glad if you would supply this Department regularly with time-tables of
the various steamship companies by which mails are forwarded from Canadian ports.
I have, &ec.,

The Deputy Postinaster-General, Ottawa. W. R. Morrrs, Secretary.
No. 64.
The AssisTaNT SEonuTARY, Geueral Post Office, Wellington, to the DErUTY POSTMASTLER-GENERAL,
Ottawa.
SI1R,— General Post Oftice, Wellington, 26th November, 1914.

I have the honour to inform you that, in connection with the renewal this year of the

San Francisco mail-service contract, the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
the contractors for the San Francisco and Vancouver services, agrecd to reduce the freight on
butter carried by the Vancouver mail-stcamers by one-eighth of a penny per pound from the
29th June, 1914, until the 31st March, 1916, and to further reduce it by one-eighth of a penny
per pound from the Ist April, 1916; aund to enclose for your use three copies of the deed of agree-
ment providing for the reduction. I have, &c.,

The Deputy Postmaster-General, Ottawa. F. V. WarEers, Assistant Secretary.

[Copies sent to Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin; the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce,
Auckland; the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Wellington; and the Department of Agricul-
ture, Wellington.]

No. 65.
The Drrury PostmasTER-GENERAL, Ottawa, to the SEcreTary, General Post Office, Wellington.
SIR,— Post Office Department, Ottawa, Canada, 24th December, 1914,

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 16th ultimo,
stating that your Administration desires that New Zealand mails for the United Kingdom be
«» forwarded by this Department by the most expeditious route, whichever it may be, and to say
that instructions have been issued to this effect.
I have pleasure in enclosing, in compliance with your request, programme of the direct sail-
ings between Canada and the United Kingdom for the winter season 1914-15 [not printed].
I have, &ec.,
R. M. CovuLrer,
Deputy Postmaster-General.
The Secretary, General Post Office. Wellington, New Zealand.

No. G66.

The GrNErstl. MavacER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SiR,— Dunedin, 26th February, 1915.

We attach herewith, for your information, copies of correspondence just to hand from
our Vancouver representative with regard to the overland carriage of mails from New Zealand.
These speak for themselves. I have, &c.,

R. M¢K. McLennan,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. For General Manager.

[Acknowledged, 3rd March, 1915.]

Enclosure 1 in No. 66.

The SUPERINTENDENT, Railway Mail-service, Vancouver, to the GeNErAL AGENT, Canadian-
. Australian Line, Vancouver.
SIR,— Office of the Superintendent R.M.S., Vancouver, B.C., 9th January, 1916:
In connection with the forwarding of mails from New Zealand for the United Kingdom
overland I have authority to route these mails whichever way furnishes the quickest despatch.
With these mails arriving at Vietoria in time for transfer on date of arrival to Canadian Pacific
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Railway steamer leaving at 5.30 p.m. for Seattle they would connect with the Canadian Pacific
Railway train No. 23, leaving Secattle at 11.25 p.m., with delivery made at New York at 4 o’clock
on the morning of the fifth day following date of departure from Seattle. [ am in rather u
quandary as to using this route, however, as I find that irain No. 23 cannot always be depended
upon to leave Seattle at 11.20 p.m., as it sometimes happens that this train is six or eight hours
ahead of the schedule. It carrvies mail and express only, and in case of the arrival at Seattle
from the Orient of consignments of silk for New York per Nippon Yusen Kaisha or Great Norvthern
Steamship lines this train is liable to leave Seattle anywhere between 4 p.m. and 10 p.m.

Under these circumstances it would appear advisable to continue the routing of these mails
overland via Canadian Pacific Railway as at present, but 1 would like to have your comment on
the situation. I have, &e.,

J. O. MaclLrop, Superintendent.

J. C. Trons, Esq., General Agent, Canadian-Australian Line, Vancouver, B.C. :

Enclosure 2 in No. 66.

The GENkrAL AgENT, Canadian-Australian Line, Vancouver, to the SvreriNntkNpENT, Railway
Mail-service, Vancouver.
SIR,— Vancouver, 11th January, 1915,

1 am in receipt of your letter of the Yth iustant, and am pleased to note therefrom that
you now have authovity to route New Zealand mails arriving by our vessels for United Kingdom
by whichever rail-line furnishes the quickest route.

It seems to me the uncertainty of the connection at Seattle will necessitate leaving the ques-
tion of routing the mails in abeyance until shortly before they reach Victoria. If it is found
the mail can make connection at Seattle then we can arrange discharge at Victoria; but if, on
the other hand, it is found equal or better service can be given by routing through the port of
Vancouver, then discharge at Vancouver will be arranged. We will look for vour advice prior
to the arrival of the steamers at Vietoria.

I have, &ec.,
J. C. Irons,
General Agent, Canadian-Australian Line.

J. 0. MacLeod, Esq., Superintendent, Railway Mail-service, Vancouver, B.C.

[Read here No. 31.]

[Read here No. 38.]

No. 67.

The Mawacir, Union Steam Ship Company, Aucklind, to the Srernrary, General Post Office,
Wellington.
.n (Telegram.) - Auckland, 21st March, 1915.

Owing mishap “ Niagara ’’ machinery she muy possibly be a little Iate in leaving.
[Due date of departure, 23rd March, 1915.]

No. 68.
The MaNaGEr, Union Stearn Ship Company, Auckland, to the Swcrurany, General Post Office,
Wellington.
(Telegram.) Auckland, 22nd March, 1915.

Owine mishap ‘“ Niagara >’ regret unable leave here until 10 a.m. Friday [26th March].

No. 69.

The AssistaNT-SEerETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENErRAL MANAGER, Union
Steam Ship Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 26th March, 1915.

In reference to the delay in the despatch of the R.M.S. ““ Niagara” from Auckland to
Vancouver this week, I have the honour to inform you that as the delay was due to a cause
altogether beyond your company’s control the Postmaster-General has directed that no deduction
is to be made from the subsidy in consideration of the late departure.

1 have, &ec.,
F. V. WATERs,
Asgistant Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Acknowledged 8th April, 1915.]

[(P. & T. 36/11.]

[Read hLere No. 41.]
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AUSTRALIA-SUEZ SERVICE.

WELLINGTON-SYDNEY CONNECTION, ETC.

No. 70.

The \("11\1(, SuerErary, Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne, to the AcTING-SECRETARY,
General Post Office, Wellington.

SIR,—- Postmaster- General’s Departinent, Melbourne, 12th August, 1914.

With reference to your communication of the 15th April last [see No. 132, F.—6, 1914]
relative to the late arrival in Sydney of the mail-stcamers from Wellington, I have the honour
to inform you, in view of the fact that under the contract for the Wellington—-Sydney mail-service
the Union Company is required to land the mails, it is considered that this Administration
should be reimbursed for the expenditure incurred in this respect on behalf of the company during
the period 18th November to 27th January last.

2. The Deputy Postmaster-General reports that the expenditure in question amounts to
L7 Ts. 5d., and 1 shall be glad if you will he good enough to credit this Administration with that
amount in the Money-order Account.

3. As this Administration is put to considerable expensc and inconvenience upon occasions
of the late arrival of the New Zealand boats on English mail days, and the stafl have to be called
upon to work considerably beyond their ordinary hours, I shall be glad if you will be so good
as to take suitable action to ensnre ax [ar as practicable the striet observance of the contract
with regard to the time of the arvrival of the vessels in Sydney.

[ have, &c.,
Crmannes . Briear, Acting-Secretary.

The Acting-Secretary, General Post Office. Wellington.

[P. & T. 36/11.]

No. 71.

The AcriNg-Sucrrranry, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SmcrrTarY, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 25th August, 1914,

I have the honour to rcefer to vour letter of the Tth April last [not printed] on the
subject of the report by the Comuionwealth Post Office that incouvenience was on several occa-
sions experienced owing to the late arrvival at Sydney of the mail-stecamers from Wellington,
and that the work of landing the mails was done by the members of the Post Office staff.

This Department conveyed to the Commonwenlth Office the. purport of your reply to the
representations, and added that under the contract the landing of the mail was the duty of the
contractors. The Commonwealth Office now claimns the sum of £7 Ts. 5d., the expenditure
incurred in landing the mails on behalf of your company for the period from the 18th November
to the 27th January last. T shall be glad to receive the amount for transmission to the Common-
wealth.

The Commonwealth Office represents that it is put to considerable expense and inconvenience
when the mail-steamer from Wellington arrives on Inglish mail days, and that on thosc occa-
sions the staff is required to work consider ably beyond ordinary hours, and it requests this Depart-
ment to ensure as far as possible the strict observance of the contract with regard to the time
of arrival in Sydney. I shall thevefore be ulad of vour assurance that every effort will be made
to land the mails in Sydney on Tuecsdays not later than 6.50 p.m., in accordance with the contract.

I have, &ec.,
1. V. Warers, Acting-Secretary.

The Secretary, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

No. 72.

The SecrrETary, Union Steam Ship Company, Duncdin, to the AcTING-SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.
SiR,~— Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, lst September, 1914,
T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of the 25th August regarding
the landing of mails at Sydnev and the expense incurred by the Commonwealth postal autho-
rities.

4—F. 6.
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In order to take the matter up with our Sydney office I will be glad if you could see your way
to let me have a copy of the account for L7 7s. 5d., which will no doubt give full particulars
as to the dates and what the expense represents. 1 might add that apparently the items
referrved to covered a period when shipping business generally was dislocated by the labour troubles.

With regard to the request that every effort be made to land mails not later than 6.50 p.m.
on Tuesdays, we can give the Department every assurance that this will be done, -as it is only
in the case of unforeseen circumstances, such as bad weather, that steamers have arrived after
that hour. I have, &ec.,

The Acting-Secvetary, General Post Ottice, Wellington. C. NucHEs, Secretary.

[Communicated to the Secretary, Postmaster-General’s Depavtment, Melbourne, 3rd September.]

No. 73.

The SEcrETARY, Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne, to the Acring-SECRETARY, General
- Post Office, Wellington.

SIR,— Postmmaster-General’s Departiment, Mclbournce, 15th September, 1914.

With reference to your communication of the 3rd instant relative to a claim by this
Administration to be reimbursed to the extent of £7 7s. 5d. for work done in connection with
the landing of New Zealand mails, T have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a report
[not printed] by the Superintendent of Mails, Sydney, which contains [full particulars of the
services rendered by this Department.

2. From the report it will be seen that, in addition to the services for which payment is
desired, this Department is put to a considerable amount of inconvenience and unnecessary
expense by rcason of the late arrival of the New Zealand boats, and I am glad to note that the
Union Company has assured your Administration that every effort will be made to land the
mails at Sydney on Tuesdays not later than 6.50 p.m., in accordance with the contract.

3. As the mail-train from Sydney is timed for departure at 8 p.m., it will be understood
that the time available for the transfer of the mails from the wharf to the train is very small,
and any delay in landing nceessitates special effort in order to avoid the expense to your Adminis-
tration of the chartering of a special train.

I have, &ec.,
Justiniay OxuNHAM, Secretary.

The Acting-Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Communicated to the Sceretary, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, 26th September. |

No. 74.

Mgssrs., Hupparr-Parxer (Livreep), Wellington, to the AcriNg-Sucrirary, General Post Office,
Wellington.
Huddart, Parker, and Co. Proprict,ny (Limited),
SIR,— Wellington, 22nd September, 1914,
T.S.8. ““ Ulimaroa " : 'l‘hls boat is due to leave Wellmgton for Sydney on Friday next,
but she has been delayed by bad weather in Sydney, and also by congestion of cargo due to the
discharge of New Zealand consignments in Australia from hoats that have become troop-ships.
We shall be glad, thercfore, if we can postpone the sailing of the *‘ Ulimaroa >’ until 3 p.m.
on Saturday, as we understand that it is an Orient connection in Sydney next week.
An immediate reply will oblige. We have, &c.,
C. W. JoxEs,
. Manager for New Zealand.
The Acting-Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

No. 75.

The AssrsTan1-SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to Messrs. HupparT-ParkEr (L1MITED),
Welhngton

GENTLEMEN,— General Post Office, Wellington, 22nd September, 1914.

In reference to your letter of to-day applying for permission to despatch the s.s.
“Ulimaroa ”” from Wellington to Sydney at 3 p.m. on Saturday, the 26th 1nstant, ingtead of
on Friday, the 25th 1nstant I beg to inform you that the desired permission is given conditionally
on your guaranteeing that the “mail-connection will be made at Sydney with the despatch to
the United Kingdom by the Orient steamer.

I have, &ec.,
G. B. Darrn, Assistant Secretary.
Messrs. Huddart-Parker (Limited), Wellington.
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No. 76.

The Secrerary., Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the AormNg-Sucrerary, General Post
Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealund (Limited).
S, — Dunedin, 30th September, 1914.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 26th instant supplying
particulars of the claims made by the Commonwealth Post Office for expenditure incurred in
landing mails at Sydney betwecen November and January last.

From these particulars it would appear that the expenditure was incurred at a time when
business generally was dislocated owing to the maritime and waterside workers’ strike, and, in
fact, it was only with the assistance of our officers and cngineers and staffs that we were able
to maintain communication between the Dominion and Commonwealth. The conditions exist-
ing were quite out of the ordinary, and the company was under heavy expense in maintaining
any service at all.

We feel sure that the disabilities under which we laboured can hardly be known to the
Department making the claim, and we think if your Department will be good enough to put
these before the Commonwealth Post Oftice they will be realized and the claim will not be pressed.

, I have, &ec.,
The Acting-Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. C. Huemis, Secretary.
[Communicated to the Secretary, Postmuaster-General’s Departinent, Melbourne, Tth October. |

No. 77.

The Durvry Posrmastir-GeENeran, Melbourne, to the Acorming-Suonzrany, General Post Office.

Wellington.
Postmaster-General’s Depurtment, General Post Office,
Sin,— Melbourne, 8th October, 1914,

I beg to imform you that on the lst instant 233 bags of mail-matter (ex the s.s.
““ Marama ') reached Melbourne by express from Sydney. No advice, however, to the effect that
matls were on board the *“ Marama 7 was received at this oftice until after the arrvival of the vessel
at Sydney, conscquently a staff of sorters was not sent to Sydney to sort the wails en route to Mel-
bourne.  As a result the mails were not delivered as expeditiously as they might have been, and
L shall thercfore be glad if you will kindly state whether advice could be furnished to this office,
by cable, when vessels having wails for Victoria on board depart from New Zealand.

I have, &ec.,
Cuas. E. Bricun,
Deputy Postmaster-General.
The Acting-Secrctary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[P. & T. 37/152.]

No. 78.

The Smcerurary, Postinaster-General’s Department, Melbourne, to the Smerervary, General Post
Office, Wellington.

SR, — Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne, 22nd Octoher, 1914.
With reference to your communication of the 7th instant, relative to a claim by this

Administration to be reimbursed to the extent of £7 7s. 5d. for work done in conuection with the

landing of New Zealand mails, T have the honour to inform you that, as the obligation of landing

the mails wax on the contractors, it does not appear that this Administration should be called upon

to bear the cost of the services vendered by officers of this Department in that connection.

9. The Union Steam ship Company being under coutract to the New Zealand Government.
1t is thought that the expenditure which was incurred can reasonably be claimed from your
Administration, leaving it to vou to settle with the company.

3. T shall be glad, therefore, if you will be so good as to credit this Administration with
the amount involved—viz., £7 7¢. 3d.—in the Money-order Account.

I have, &e.,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Jusriviany Oxenmam, Secretary.

[Informed Melbourne, 6th Novamber, amount would he credited.]

[P. & T. 36/11.]

No. 79.

The Aswersraxt Suerirany, General Post Oftice. Wellington, to the Svcrsrany, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
ST, — General Post Office, Wellington. Hth November, 1914.
In reference to vour letter of the 30th September laxt respecting the claim by the Com-
monwealth Post Office for £7 Ts. dd., the expenditure ineurred in lunding muails at Sydney on
beliall of vour company during the period 18th November, 1913, to the 27th Janual‘y last, 1
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have the honour to inform you that your rveprerentations were transmitted to the Common-
wealth Administration, which replies that it should not be called upon to bear the cost of the
services rendered, as the obligation of landing the mails was on your company as contractors.
I shall be glad, therefore, if you will forward me the wimount to enable it to be credited to the
Commonwealth Post Office. I have, &ec.,
. V. Warers, Assistant Secretary
The Secrctary, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

No. 80.
The ASSISTANT SECRETARY, General ’ost Oflice, Wellington, to the Drrury PosSTMASTER-GENERAL,
. Melbourne.
SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 6th November, 1914.

In reference to your letter of the ®th ultimo requesting that you be advised by cable
when vessels having on board mails for Vietoria depart from New Zeualund, 1 have the honour to
inform you that this will be done in future. It is presumed that the advice will be required
enly in respect of mails 1eceived via San Ifranciseo and Vaucouver.

I have, &ec.,

The Deputy Postmaster-General, Melbourne. G. B. Darun, Assistant Secretary.
[P. & T. 37/152.] .
No. 81.
The SrcrETARY, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SkcriTary, General Post Office,
Wellington.
SIR,— Dunedin, 11th November, 1914.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 5th November, and note that the
Commonwealth Administration insist on our paying the charges referred to in your letter of
the 26th September.

I therefore beg to enclose cheque for the amount, £7 7s. 3d., for which kindly sign and
return at your convenience the attached receipt. I have, &c.,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. C. Huanes, Secretary.
[Acknowledged, 21st November, 1914.]
[P. & T. 36/11.]

No. 82.

The Acring Depury PositMAsTER- GENERAL, Melbourne, to the AssisTaANt SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Postmaster-General’s Departinent, General Post Office,
SIR,— Melbourne, 30th November, 1914
With reference to your communication of the 6th instant, in connection with my request
that advice be furnished by cable when vessels having wmails for Victoria on board depart from
Hew Zealand, I beg to inform: you that, in order to determine how many sorters should be sent
to Sydney to deal with such mails en route to Melbourne, it is desived that the number of
bags, &c., for Victoria ou board vessels from San Francisco and Vancouver, including mails
from England sent via those places, be advised to this office.
I shall esteem it a tavour if you will kindly cause arrangements to he made accordingly.
I have, &ec.,
W. B. Crospiz,
Acting Deputy Postmaster-General.
The Assistant Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[P. & T. 37/162.] '

No. 83.

The SEcrETaRY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GunrraL Manacrr, Union Steam Ship
Companyv, Dunedin.

SIR, - General Post Office, Wellington, 18th Iebruary, 1915.
Adverting to your letter of the 13th June, 1910 [No. 67. F.—6, 1910], agrecing to con-

tinue the Wellington—-Syduney mail-service from month to month, 1 have now the honour to give

your company notice that payment of the subsidy will be discontinued at the end of one month

trom date. The usual gratuities will then be paid for mails despatched by vessels engaged in the

performance of the service. .

At the present time the service is used for the conveyance of mails for the United Kingdom
only once in four weeks, and even this will not be necessary when your company is able to arrange
to return to the regular fortnightly alternate sailings via Vancouver and San Franeisco.

I shall be glad of your acknowledgment of the receipt of this notification.

I have, &c.,
W. R. Mogris, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin,

(P. & T. 36/11.]
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No. &4.

The GrNeEral ManaceEgr, Union Steamn Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Sucrprary, General Post
Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SiR,— Dunedin, 23vd February, 1915.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of vour letter of the 18th instant, and regret to learn
that it has been decided to discontinue payment of the subsidy for the Wellington—Sydney mail-
service as from the 18th March, and note that the usual gratuity will then be paid for mail-matter
despatched by the Wellington—Sydney steamers.

I have, &ec.,

The Secretary, General Post Oftice, Wellington. D. A. Amxen, General Manager.-
A »~
No. 85.
The Hon. the PostMmastar-Gryrrat, Wellington, to the SEcrirany, General Post Office, London.
SR, — General Post Office, Wellington, 4th March, 1915.

1 have the honour to iuform yvou that for the present the route via Suez will not be used
for New Zealand mails other than those containing specially addressed corvespondence and insured
letters for the United Kingdom and the Continent of Europe. The mails will be sent only via

ancouver and via San Irancisco. ave, &c.
Vane l San I I have, &e.,
W. R. Moruis,
The Secretary, General Post Office. London. IFor the Postmaster-General.

|Letter in similar terms also scut to the Secretary, Postmaster- General’s Department, Melbourne. |

.
No. 86.
The Dxprury Posevasrur-GrNgeal, Sydney, to the Sueeruranry, General Post Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Sydney, 10th March, 1915.

“ Maxura  avrived early this (Wednesday) morning. Shall we hold your United Kingdom
mails for ““ Orsova ” [Suez route] or send them by “ Sonoma ™ [San Franciscol?

No. 87.

The Suerprary, General Post Oftiee, Wellington, to the Duptry Posryvasrer-GuNekan, Sydney.

o (Telegram.) Wellington, 10th March, 1915.
SN Manuka’s’’ mails by ‘° Sonoma.”’

No. 88.

The AsSIsTANT SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GrNErat, Manvader, Union
Steam Ship Company, Dunedin.
SIR, - General Post Office, Wellington, 11th March, 1915.

In reference to yowr company’s claim for £288 9s. 3d., the subsidy for the contract
trip of the s.s. ‘“ Manuka ”’ commenced at Wellington on the Hth instant, T have the honour to
inform you that, as the ‘“ Manuka ' did not reach Svdney until yvesterday morning, the connec-
tion with the mail-service via Suez was missed; and to ask for any reasons why the penalty
provided by the contract for late arrival should not he imposed.

I have, &c.,
F. V. Warens, Assistant Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

No. 89.
The Durury PostyMasTER-GENBRAL, Sydney, to the SEoremary, General Post Office, Wellington.
(Telegr?nll.) ; okeia " el l ‘Sydney, 24th March, 1915.
1N break 1loading-gear coia '’ eighty-t Py iss :
Romainder il forwasded 1 time cateh  Mongomos Aaide. Newt hont. < Warne expres.
Loenden st ;\]:l‘\' next. S.uez mail “C Malwa l(x:xvi}‘.;_r Adelaide 6th April, due Suez 4th May.
Propose sending Egypt mail thereby : cable confirmation.
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No. 90.
The Sucrerany, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Drrury PostuasTER-GENERAL, Sydney.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 25th March, 1915.
Forwarp Egypt mail “ Malwa.”’
No. 91.

The Durury Postmastur-Gunkran, Svdney, to the Sucerurary, Geneval Post Office, Wellington.
Postmaster-General's Department, General Post Office,
Sin,— Sydney, 30th March, 1915.

Adverting to my cablegram of the 24th instant intimating that eighty-three bags of
mail for Egypt from New Zealand had missed the Melbourne express, T have the honour to intimate
that considerable difliculty was experienced in unloading the New Zealand mails ex ¢° Mokoia,”
which arvived herc at 6.20 p.m. on that date, owing to a breakdown in the unloading-gear on
that vessel, and the delay thus caused was responsible for the number of hags mentioned missing
the Melbourne express, and in conscquence the “ Mongolia,”” which was timed to leave Adelaide
at 1 p.m. on the 26th idem. The steamer “ Mongolin”” was delaved for one day owing to
machinery troubles, otherwise she would have sailed from Adelaide on the 25th instant, and the
portion of the mails which were forwarded by that steamer have thus missed the connection.

I have, &e.,
E. J. Youwne,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Deputy Postmaster-General

No. 92.

[News extract, 1611 March, 1915.]
In future the Svdnexr boat will leave Wellington on Thursday of cach week instead of Friday, as
at present. The new arrangement will vome into force with the ‘ Manuka >’ next week, and has
been decided upon by the Union Company in order to give the hoats more time at Hobart.
Arrival from Sydney direct will be made on Tuesday, the boat going to Lyttelton the same night.
She will return on the Thursday, sailing at 5 p.m. the same day for Svdney.

No. 93.
The Secrurary, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SmcrrTary, General Post Office,
Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sin,— Dunedin, 26th March, 1915.

In reply to your letter of the lith instant, to which we delayed replying until we could
obtain a report from the captain, I beg to state that the *“ Munuka’ was delayed at the start
owing to five of the engine-room hands failing to be on bourd at sailing-time, and some time was
lost in obtaining substitutes. Apart from this the stcamer wus delaved by strong winds and
gales from south-westerly and northerly directions, as the following extracts [not printed] from
the official log will show.

From the foregoing it will be gathered that the ship had a particularly bad trip across

owing to weather-conditions, and under the circumstances it is hoped that the Departinent will
not tinpose any penalty for late arrival. I have, &e.,
The Secretary. General Post Office, Wellington. C. Huanges, Secretary.
No. 94.

The AcriNg AssistaNt SEcRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Sworrranry, Union
Steam Ship Company, Dunedin.
Sikr,— General Post Office, Wellington, 6th April, 1915.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the veceipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo in refer-
ence to the late arrival at Sydney of the s.s. ““Manuka’ on the trip commenced at Wellington
on the 5th idem.

As the failure to make the mail-connection at Sydney was due to a cause beyond the control
of your company the Postmaster-General has directed that the penalty for late arrival is not

to be imposed. I have, &ec.,

J. C. WILLIAMSON,
Acting Assistant Secretary.
The Secretary, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin,
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BLUFF-MELBOURNE SERVICH.

No. 95.

The Agsistant SmoreTarY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Gunnran MaNaGER, Union
Steam Ship Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 24th December, 1914.
I have the honour to request that you will inform me, if possible, when the regular
running of the Bluff-Melbourne weekly steamer-service is likely to be resumed.

Owing to the suspension of the service this Departmnent has now to pay for the transit from
Sydney to Melbourne or Adeclaide of certain pavcel-mails formerly sent from Bluff to Melbourne,
but now required to be sent from Auckland or Wellington to Sydney.

I have, &ec.,
F. V. Warers, Assistant Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Liimited), Dunedin.

No. 96.

The GENEran ManagEwr, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the ASSISTANT SECRETARY,
General Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 30th Deecember, 1914.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th December in
regard to the Bluff-Melbourne steamer-service.

In reply, T beg to state that the present service was decided upon after discussion with the
deputation from the Dunedin and Invercargill Chambers of Commerce, and ix understood to be
giving complete satisfaction to shippers and consignees. Apart from the falling-off in trade
due to depression caused by the war the passenger and cargo business between the southern ports
of New Zealand and Australia has for some vears past been a diminishing quantity, and,
spxcepting for a month or two in the height of the passenger season, the weckly service has been
carried out at a considerable loss. We are keeping the position closely under review, and in
the event of circumstances warranting a more frequent running than at present obtaining the
matter will have our prompt attention, but it is unlikely that conditions will justify a return to
the previous weekly service. I have, &e.,

. D. A. Amkun, General Manager.
The Assistant Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
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PANAMA CANAL ROUTE.

No. 97.

[News extracs, 16th August, 191}.]

Tar Panama Canal has been informally opened.

The United States War Department’s ship “ Ancon " made a trip through the canal from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, tuking eleven hours for the passage.

M. Goethals, the builder of the canal, stood on the bridge as the vessel left, and President
Porras, of Panama, was beside him.

Vessels drawing 30 ft. or less may now pass through the canal.
[P. & 'T. 36/6.]

No. 98.

The Unprr-Secrkerary, Department of Internal Affairs, Wellington, to the Srorwrany, General
' Post Office, Wellington.
Department of Internal Affairs,

(Memorandum.) Wellington, 16th November, 1914.
I encrose hevewith, for vonr information, copy of note which has been received by His Majesty’s
Secretary of State for the Colonies from the United Niates Ambassador, London, on the subject
of the date of opening of the Panama Canal.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. J. Hisrop, Under-Secretary.

Enclosure in No. 98.

The Uniren Stares AMpassapor, London, to the Right Hon. the SEcrurary or Stark rou Forkiex
Avpamrs, London.
S1r,— United States Fmbassy, London, [8th August, 1914.
Under instructions from my Government, dated the 31st July last, I have the honour
to acquaint you that the Panama Canal was to be opened for commeree on the 15th instant to
vessels not drawing more than 30 ft. of water, and that an appropriate announcement will be
made when a depth of water greater than 30 ft. shall have been secured in the canal.
I am to add that the official opening of the canal, as heretofore announced, will take place

in the month of March, 1915. I have, &c.,
The Right Hon. Sir idward Grey. Warrer Hines Pacn,
No. 99.
The SEcrprary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the REsipiNt AcENT ror Nuw ZEALAND, San
Francisco.
(Telegram.) 27th February, 1915.

ARrp arrangements possible announcing here passage New-Zealand-bound vessels Panama?

No. 100.
The RESIDENT AGENT FOr NBw ZEALAND, San Francisco, to the Sumcrirary, General Post Office,
Wellington.
(Telegram.) 1st March, 1915.

Have arranged with the agents, Grace Company, Panama. They will commence beginning of
next month.

Approximate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given; printing (300 copies), £19.

By Authority : Jonx Mackay, Government Printer, Wellington.—1915,
Price 9d.]
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