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_EXTRACT FROM THE THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
MINISTER OF EDUCATION.

PRIMARY EDUCATION.

Number of Public Schools.

TrE number of public schools open at the end of 1911 was 2,166, as against
2,096 for the year 1910, an increase of 70.

In Table A the schools are classified according to the yearly average attendance.
In a number of cases schools maintained in grades under Schedule A of clause 2
of the staffs and salaries regulations are included in this table in such grades,
although the average attendance of these schools respectively for 1911 was below
the minimum of the grades as indicated in Table A. The classification is in
accordance with the provisions'of the Education Amendment Act, 1908, which
came into operation on the st January, 1909.

The number of small schools with an average attendance not exceeding 15 has
increased since 1910 from 527 to 555. There has likewise been a marked increase
in schools with an average attendance of 16 to 80—1,225 as compared with 1,196.
Of schools with an average attendance of over 80 the number has also increased
by 13—386 as against 373. It will thus be seen that the increase in attendance
has been general throughout all grades of schools, a fact commented upon in the
section dealing with attendance in the primary schools.

Schools with an average of 35 or under are sole-teacher schools. On referring
to Table A it will be seen that there were 1,318 such schools. But, as already stated.
schools are in some cases maintained in a higher grade than their average attend-
ance would appear to warrant, while on the other hand a number of schools in
charge of sole teachers at the beginning of the year had so risen in attendance as
to be entitled to assistant teachers before the end of the year. Thus in Grade IV
there were, in 1911, 27 schools the average attendance of which did not warrant
the appointment of an assistant teacher, but in Grades IT and III nine schools
had the services of an assistant teacher. There were therefore altogether 1,336
schools 1n 1911 in charge of sole teachers, an increase of 45 over last year. In
other words, in 1911 sole-teachef schools formed 62 per cent. of the total number
of public schools in the Dominion. The aggregate average attendance at these
sole-teacher schools in 1910 was 22,793, or 16'7 per cent. of the total average
attendance of the Dominion ; in 1911 the aggregate was 24,579, or 17-1 per cent.
The average per school was 17'8 per cent., or 23-76 omitting schools below
16 in average attendance.

The number of schools with two or more teachers was, in 1910, 805, In 1911
the number was 830. Of these schools there were, in 1910, 28 with an average
attendance exceeding 600, and 31 in 1911.

During the year 1911 85 schools were closed. Several of these schools, although
reckoned as closed in their original form, were reopened in another : in some cases
two schools were amalgamated ; in some, half-time schools became separate full-
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time schools; and so on. Including such reopened schools, the total number of
schools opened during the year was 155. The following list shows the number of
schools opened and closed in each of the various education districts :—

INcrEASES AND DECREASES IN NUMBEE oF PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

District Number of Schools Number of Schools Increase in Nuraber Decrease in Number
: . closed. opened. of Schools. of Schools.
Auckland 41 70 29 ..
Taranaki 3 5 2 ..
Wanganui 2 7 5 ..
Wellington 1 10 9 ..
Hawke’s Bay 6 11 5 ..
Mariborough 6 1 5 ..
Nelson .. 5 9 4 ..
Grey .. 5 2 .. 3
Westland .. 2 3 1 ..
North Canterbury 3 9 6
South Canterbury 2 4 2
Otago .. . 6 6 ..
Southiland 3 8 5
85 155
85
Increase (1911) 70

The net increase in the number of schools open at the end of the year is thus 70.
The total number of public schools in each grade is shown in Table A, the
corresponding figures for the previous year being shown for purposes of comparison.

TaBrLE A.—NuvMBER OF PuBLic ScHoOLS IN BAcH GrADE, 1910 anp 1911.
Grade (as in Education Amendment Number of Schools. Grade (as in Education Amendment Number of Schoole.
Act, 1908). _— Act, 1908). —
1910. 1911. ’ 1910. 1911.
0. (1-8) 155 162 { 9a. (451-500) 8 7
1. (9-15) 372 393 9. | 98 (501-550) 12 12
2. (16-25) 469 480 { 9c (551-600) 5 4
3. (26-35) 284 283 104. (601-650) 9 12
4. (36-80) 443 462 108 (651-700) 8 5
5. (81-120) .. 126 127 10¢ (701-750) 2 6
6. 1 6a. (121-160) 51 58 10D (751-800) 2 3
- | 6z (161-200) 37 33 16. { 10 {(801-850) 4 2
7. 7a. (201-250) 35 34 leF (851-900) 2
© 1 78 (251-300) 24 27 10¢ (901-950) ..
84 (301-350) 20 24 \ 101 (951-1,000) .. 1 .
8. 88 (351400) 15 13 ‘101 (1,001-1,050) .. . 1
8¢ (401-450) 12 16
Totals .. 2,096 2,166

For the number of schools in each education district, classified in grades, refer-
ence should be made to Table Al, in the primary-education report, E.-2.

Roll Number.

The average weekly roll iumber for 1911 showed an increase for each quarter
over that for the corresponding quarter of 1910. The mean of the average weekly

roll for the four quarters was—

Mean of average weekly roll, 1910
‘ 1911

23 2

Increase in 1911 .. .. .
Increase per cent in roll number, 1911 . .

The additions to the roll were again mueh more marked in the

154,756
159,299

4,543
29
North Island.

where settlement has of late years been more rapid than in the South ; but, with

the exception of Marlborough and Grey, every district showed at least
As usual, the increase was most noticeable in the December quarter.

Number on roll at end of 1910
1911

E]

Increase in 1911

some increase.

156,324
161,648

5,324
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Table B shows the numbers on the roll at the end of 191 1, classifi

to age and standards. Reference to some of the more interesting fa

. by this table will be found under the headings
dnd “ Classification and Examination,” page 9.

ed according
cts disclosed

“ Age and Sex of Pupils,” page 6,

TasLe B.—Crassiriep ReTury or THE NuMBERS oN THE RoLLS oF PUBLIC ScHOOLS AT THE END oF 1911.

Class P. 8tandard 1. |Standard II. | Standard III.| Standart IV. | Standard V. | Standard VI. |Standard VII. Total.
Ages. - [ETUREREY ) PO Tl [ O P

Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Gitls. Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Gizls. | Boys. | Girls. Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls. Boys. | Girls
5 and under 6 .. | 7,124 6,403’ 7 5 .. .. . ‘ .. 7,131| 6,408
6 ” 7 ..19,166] 8,406 139 145 2 5 .. .. [ 9,307 8,556
7 . 8 .. | 8,614! 7,650 1,337|1,434 140, 155 3 7 .. .. 10,094| 9,246
8 s 9 .. | 4,645 3,922 3,565‘3,5701,2241,317 145/ 164 8 4 .. .. 9,587 8,977
9 ’s 10 .. {1,640/ 1,273 3,16212,7113,2663,341 1,0941,199 134/ 112 4; 2 .. . 9,300 8,638
10 N 11 .. 519 370; 1,376‘1,1643,0172,7633,0623,0611,0341,102 95 108 11 7. .. | 9,114 8,575
11 v 12 .. 181 152‘ 502‘ 378|1,429(1,191(2,949/2,732 2,72712,632| 891 923I 118 90 2 3| 8,799 8,101
12 - 13 .. 79 51, 162 136/ 575 419|1,565(1,249(2,763 2,467|2,371/2,269 798 786 33 40| 8,346| 7,417
13 s 14 .. 45 33‘ 60, 52 182 119| 698 493|1,586 1,310)2,426,2,300/1,937|1,903| 198 210] 7,132 6,420
14 ’s 15 .. 13 4‘ 21 14 49| 26| 169 93| 530, 340 1,202! 930/1,616/1,479| 397 384 3,997 3,270
Above 15 .. 8 2‘\ 3 1 11 4 30, 21 117 77 355‘ 224‘ 743| 544 488/ 605 1,755 1,478

)

Total 32,034 28,266310,3349,610 9,895/9,340(9,7159,019/8,899 8,044 7,3446,756;5,223 4,809’1,1181,242‘84,562 77,086

l )

Table Ba shows the mean average roll number for every fifth year from 1878

to 1898, and for each of the last twelve years ;
attendance for each year, the average attendance as a
the number of teachers employed in the public schools.

TasrLe Ba.—8cHOOLS, ATTENDANCE, aAND TEACHERS.

the table gives also the total average
percentage of the roll, and

— —_—

I
| ‘ j‘ Number of Teachers.
Number |  Mean erage | homdas i
Year. uofb ofv/‘\,gg]?lz.ge‘ At?e:dgx%ce, i 2?%1;33;!&? Adults. i Papil-teachers.
| Behools. RolLy [Whole Year. age of o
l ‘ Weekly Roll.
| | ‘ M. ’ F. Total. M. ' F. Total,
|
1878 748 . J *48,773 .. 707 454 ! 1,161 118 332 450
1888 971 90,859 69,838 76+9 905 656 : 1,561 159 571 730
1888 1,158 | 113,636 190,108 79-3 1,039 887 1,926 219 694 913
1893 1,375 | 125,692 1100,321 798 1,107 | 1,096 . 2,208 238 825 | 1,063
1898 1,655 | 138,782 111,636 834 1,234 | 1,870 | 2,604 229 831 | 1,060
1900 1,707 | 182,897 111,748 841 1,216 | 1,415 | 2,681 206 749 955
1901 1,715 | 132,868 111,797 84-1 1,292 | 1,446 | 2,668 184 771 955
1902 1,754 | 133,952 113,711 84-9 1,272 | 1,685 | 2,957 1438 604 747
1908 1,786 | 134,748 113,047 83-9 1,270 | 1,726 | 2,996 147 552 699
1904 1,827 | 136,282 116,506 855 1,272 | 1,797 | 3,069 144 505 | 649
1805 1,851 | 138,471 120,265 86-9 1,302 | 1,835 | 3,137 151 528 \ 679
1906 1,921 | 140,320 121,958 869 1,314 | 1,887 | 8,201 153 518 \ 671
1907 1,963 | 141,946 120,026 846 1,382 | 1,955 | 3,287 172 478 | 650
1908 1,998 | 145,974 127,160 87-1 1,331 | 2,021 | 3,852 161 476 = 637
1909 2,057 | 151,142 132,773 878 1,406 | 2,208 | 3,614 166 530 696
1910 2,096 | 154,756 135,738 877 1,456 | 2,252 | 8,708 174 526 §700
1911 2,166 | 159,299 142,186 893 1,493 | 2,351 | 38,844 179 528 11707
|

1 Strict average. I Working average.
I Exclusive of 41 male and 178 female probationers,

Details of these facts relating to the several educational districts
Tables Al, B1, and E1.

*Average of three quarters.

§ Bxclusive of 32 male and 151 female probationers.

are given in

In order to find the actual roll number of all children receiving primary educa-

tion in schools subject to inspection, it will be necessary to take into a

ceount those

attending Native village schools, schools at the Chatham Islands, private primary

schools subject to inspection, and the lower departments of secondary

schools, and

to deduct those on the rolls of the secondary departments of distriet high schools.

The following will then be the figures :—

Average Weckly Roll Number. 1911.

Public schools . .. .. .. 159,299

Native village schools . 4,621

Chatham Island schools .. - 91

Private primary schools .. 15,914
Lower departments of secondary schools 256%

o 180,181

Less secondary departments of district high schools .. - 2,090

Total average weekly roll of primary scholars 178,091

* Number on roll at end of year.

L
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Attendance.
Average attendance for all districts in 1910 .. 135,738
” " 1911 .. .. 142,186
Increase per cent. in average attendance, 1911 .. .. .. 4-8

At the commencement of the year under raview, the provisions of section 9
of the Education Amendment Act, 1910, came into force. By this section, with
certain exceptions, every child between the ages of seven and fourteen years of age
was required to have his name enrolled on the register of some public school, and to
attend the school whenever it was open. Owing no doubt partly to this cause, and
partly to the zeal and efficiency of the Truant Officers, the percentage of attendance
attained a record in almost every district. Increases of percentage were recorded
in every district except Hawke’s Bay, which has remained stationary for the past
three years; and in the case of five districts the percentage reached over 90 per cent.
of the roll number. Otago once more had the honour of heading the list for regularity
of attendance with the excellent percentage of 91-7, with Marlborough second with
91-6, Wellington leading for the North Island with 90-1. The following are the

figures for the last six years:—
Attendance per Cent.

of Roll.
1906 86-9
1907 84-6
1908 87-1
1909 87-8
1910 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 877
1911 .. .. .. .. . .. 89-3

Although from the point of view of regularity of attendance New Zealand suffers
greatly on account of its widely scattered population and meagre facilities for transit
in many of the outlying districts, it is remarkable that the percentage of average
attendance is higher in this Dominion than in such old-established countries as
England, Scotland, and Ireland. The following figures are of interest in this

connection :—
Attendance per Cent.

of Roll.
Switzerland . . .. .. .. .. .. .. ..o 971
Japan .. .. .. .. . .. .. .o 920
New Zealand .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 893
England .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 890
Scotland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8832
United"States .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 725
Ireland .. 71-1

A comparison between New Zealand and the various Australian States, which
are somewhat similarly placed in regard to the facilities for regular school
attendances, reveals the fact that this Dominion easily takes the lead in the matter
of regularity of attendance.

New Zealand . . . .. .. .. .. 893 .
Western Australia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 840
New South Wales .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 191
Queensland .. . . .. .. .. .. .. T4
South Australia e e .. . . .. ..o 112
Victoria .. e . .. .. .. .. 720
Tasmania .. . . .. .. .. .. .. 700

Note.—In some cases in the above table the percentage has been computed on the < strict ” average. It is
estimated, however, that if the same method of computation were adopted in the New Zealand figures the difference
would be about only 1 per cent.

In New Zealand the district having the lowest average was Grey—87:1—an
increase, however, of 2-4 over last year.

Two years ago the North Island had attained the same percentage of regularity
as the South. The high average of Otago, and the great improvement shown by
North Canterbury, have, however, raised the South Island average 1-3 per cent.
above the North, although the latter has improved appreciably since 1909. The
figures for the past five years are as follows :—

Attendance per Cent. of Roll.
North Island. South Island.

1907 837 85-6
1908 86-7 87-6
1909 87-8 87-8
1910 87-4 88-1
1911 .e 88'7 90'0
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It is confidently anticipated that next year, when the section of the Education
Amendment Act above referred to becomes more widely known, and parents awake
o the fact that by detaining their children from attending school for even a single
day they are iniringing the provisions of the Act, the standard of attendance will be
. even higher than it is at present.

The average daily attendance, in actual numbers and as a percentage of the
average weekly roll number, for each quarter of the years 1910 and 1911 was as
follows :—

Actual Attendance. Per Cent. of Roll.

1910. 1911, 1910., 1911.

Firsy quarter ... 134,636 143,081 87-9 91-1
Second quarter ... ... 134,438 140,787 87-3 890
Third quarter ... 138,984 140,038 867 879
Fourth quarter ... ... 139,895 144,837 88-9 891
Whole year ... ... 135,738 142,186 877 893

The above figures represent those actually in attendance at all public schools.
including district high schools. To obtain the exact attendance of all children at
primary schools subject to inspection it will be necessary to add those attending
Native village schools, Chatham Islands schools, private primary schools, and the
lower departments of secondary schools, and to subtract the secondary pupils
attending the district high schools. We then get the following results :—

T 1911,

Public sehools ... 142,186
Native village schools ... 3,990
Chatham Islands sehools 80
Private primary schools . .. ... 14,084
Lower departments of secondary sehools .. 244

Total ... 160,584
Less secondary departments of district h1gh schools 1,889
Total average attendance of primary scholars ... 158,695

Age and Sex of Pupils.

Table C shows the age and sex of the pupils on the rolls of the public schools
of the Dominion at the end of 1911, and the percentage of the roll for each age.

TasLeE C.—AGE anND SEX oF PuriLs, DrceEMBER, 1911.

1911, : i’ercenmges for Five Years.

Ages. f
Boys. | Girls. | Total 1907. 190 . 1909. ; 1910. 1911.

_ |
5 and under 6 years .. .. .. 7,131 6,408 | 18,539 8:0 82 87 84 84
6 " . » . .. .. | 9,307 8,556 | 17,863 10-5 106 108 11-2 111
7 " 8 , .. .. .. | 10,094 | 9,246 | 19,340 116 11-7 11-6 11-5 12-0
8 " 9 . .. .. .. 9,587 8,977 | 18,564 11°1 11-3 114 11-4 115
9 ST - .| d300 | 8,638 | 17,938 114 | 110 | 119 | 118 | 111
10 " i, .. .. .o} 9,114 8,575 | 17,689 11-3 11-2 107 109 109
11 N 12 ., .. .. .. 8,799 8,101 | 16,900 110 109 106 10-2 105
12 " 13 ., .. .. .. | 8,346 7,417 | 15,763 105 104 102 100 96
13 P s, . .. .. 7,132 6,420 | 13,552 37 84 85 85 84
14 " 15 ., .. .. .o 3,997 3,270 7,267 40 42 43 45 45
82,807 | 75,608 |158,415 98'1 979 980 979 98:0

15 and over .. .. .. .. 1,755 1,478 | 3,233 19 21 20 21 20

Totals .. .. .. | 84,562 | 77,086 |161,648 | 1000 1000 1000 100-0 1000

It will, however, be found that Table B, on page 4, gives very much fuller
information in regard to both age and sex.

Age.—Of the children, 53-8 per cent. are under ten, and 462 per cent. are over
ten. This proportion has remained constant for the past three years.

Sex.—Hor every 100 boys on the rolls of the public schools there were 91 girls.
This proportion has remained practically stationary for several years past.
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According to the census returns for 1911 there were 100 boys between the ages of
five and fifteeh for every 97 girls. Now that it is compulsory for all children of
“Sehool age to attend a school whenever it is open, it may well be asked what is the
reason for this discrepancy. Certainly it is true that a larger proportion of girls
* attend private primary schools, but even after taking these into consideration we find
that the numbers are 100 boys to every 94 girls. An examination of the figures
set out in Table B reveals two important sources of leakage. In the first place, we
find that for every 100 boys between the ages of five and six in attendance at public
schools there were between 89 and 90 girls ; and, secondly, of children thirteen years
and over there were 100 boys to every 87 girls. With regard to this last figure, it
might be supposed that girls, being somewhat quicker at passing through the
standards than boys, enter the high school at an earlier age; but a glance at the
figures for the secondary schools immediately negatives such an argument—there
are only 70 girls in attendance to every 100 boys. We then arrive at three
conclusions : (1) A considerable number of girls never enter the primary schools ;
(2) generally speaking, girls enter the primary schools at a later age than boys;
(3) generally speaking, girls leave the primary schools at a much earlier age than
boys.

In regard to (1), the census figures for 1911 throw some light on the matter ;
a larger proportion of girls than boys receive instruction at home—2,791 as
against 2,057. Such home instruction, if reasonably efficient, is a ground fot
exemption under section 150 of the Education Act.

No. (2) is no doubt due to the reluctance of parents to send their girls to school
at too early an age. The compulsory age is seven years.

No. (3) may be due to two causes, both of which, however, are closely related.
Tt will be seen that, although there are only 87 girls to every 100 boys in attendance
over the age of thirteen years, there are 92 girls to every 100 boys in Standard VI.
The reason is that girls develop mentally at a more rapid rate than boys, and
consequently pass through the standards at an average rate of a year quicker than
boys. Hence a proportionately large number of girls succeed in obtaining an
exemption certificate a year or more before they reach the age of exemption, and of
these many are withdrawn from school immediately, before the child has ob-
tained the full benefit of school discipline and instruction. A somewhat greater
degree of differentiation in the work of the girls from that of the boys in the
higher classes, more especially in the direction of giving them some instruction
and training in home science, would leave less excuse for the apparent failure
of parents to appreciate the fact that the sound education of girls is just as
important as that of boys.

An examination of the figures published by the Department of Publie
Instruction in New South Wales reveals a precisely similar condition of affairs in
that State.

It is interesting, in this connection, to note the proportion of girls to boys in
the whole population between the ages of five and fifteen and on the rolls of the
public primary schools of England, the United States, and Australia. For every
hundred boys we find the number of girls to be as follows :—

POP;_I??_OH’ Schools.

England .. . .. . .. . 100 98
United States .. .. .. .. .. 98 98
Queensland. . .. .. .. .. .. 98 94
New South Wales .. .. .. .. .. 98 91
Victoria .. .. .. .. .. .. 98 95
Western Austraha .. .. .. .. .. 99 91
Tasmania .. .. .. .. .. .. 98 92
New Zealand .. .. .. .. .. 97 91

Table C1 shows the age and sex of the pupils on the rolls of the public schools
in the several education districts at the end of 1911.
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Maore Children receiving Primary Education. .

«~ At the end of 1911 there were 4,685 Maori children receiving instruction in public
schools. The total number of Maoris under instruction in all primary schools was
. ag follows :—

At Native village schools .. . . . . .. 4,089
At Native mission schools .. .. .. .. .. .. 230
At public schools .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4,685

Total .. . . .. .. .. .. 8,954

This number does not include Maoris attending schools not under inspection or
private schools subject to inspection ; of these no separate return is made.

The classification of Maori children attending Native village schools will be
found in the Native Schools’ Report, E.-3. The following table shows the age,
sex, and classification of the Maoris attending public schools : —

TaBLe Ca.—MAORI SCHOLARS ATTENDING PUBLIC SCHOOLS AT THE END OF DECEMBER QUARTER,

|

1911.
Class P. 81, S2. S3. 84, 85. S6. 87, ‘ Total.
Years, e le | 2lalala — A P R e
g 4 4 BlE| 2|8 |48 2|2 4|2 4| & | 4
2 } § 2|EIRIE|5|8|8|58 8 5|85 /8% 2 | &
5 and under 6 .. 169 122 [ R N .. J .. R 169 122
6 . 7..) 214 230! 2 ‘ 2 . o L 276 | 232
v 8..| 325 283 | 3|12 (.. |3 | H I 328 | 298
8 ., 9. 257 22647 40 (13 8| | 1|, | ol 317 | 275
9 N 10..| 158 | 147 |74 (66 140 (47|15 7| 2! 2l 1 .. . 200 | 269
10 N 1., | 114 98|97 |55 65|63 36 28| 4| 7 . .. 316 | 251
11 . 12..0 827 0115150077 546050 2 19| 5 3 .| 1] 205 | 268
12 . 13..0 26| 203839524460 |29 413317 [ 4| 2| 1., 236-1 180
13 . 4., 21| 24 r 17 [ 19141 125 4724130 27 31116 6| 8| .. 1| 193 | 144
14 . .. 1 4111 5| 9] 2 9 6|23(12|22]14|18] 8/ 9 105 | 51
15 and over .. 4 “ 20120 503 6 TI11| 913 2 3| 2| 43| o7
Totals .. 1,441 | 1,245 [340 }290 J298 248 [232 I148 126 |107 ‘ 87 | 56 f 30120 5 325682117

Average Age of Maori Pupils in Various Classes.

Average Age. Average Age.
Yrs. mos. Yrs. mos,
Class P. .. .. .. .. 8 2 | Class 4 .. .. .. .. 12 10
. SL .. .. . 10 4 |, S5, .. . L1307
. 82 . .. o112 |, Se .. . . N V1
83 .. .. .. 120 |, 87.. .. .. .15 0

3

N.B.—For the purposes of this return, half-caste children and children intermediate in blood
between half-caste and Maoxi are reckoned as Maori.

Number to whom has been granted a certificate of proficiency .. o029
» L competency in S6 .. 5
Total .. - .. .. .. .. o34

Number of schools at which Maori scholars were in attendance, 551.

In the above table it is a matter of comment that so few Maori scholars reached
the higher standards. A comparison between this table and that for Native schools
will at once show that Native schools compare much better in this respect. The
reason, no doubt, is that in a school where there are only one or two Maori children
among a hundred or more Europeans the education of a Maori is apt to be left to
take care of itself. Again, if the above table is compared with Table B, appearing
on page 4, 1t will be noticed that over a third of the pupils of, say, twelve years
and upwards in preparatory classes and Standard I are Maoris. While this is no
doubt due in part to the fault referred to above, it is also to a great extent account-
able by the fact that many Maoris, living in remote districts, never enter the walls
of a school until they are ten or eleven years of age, or even older.
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-~  No Native schools were handed over to Education Boards during the year, but
the attendance of Maoris has risen considerably since last year. The policy is
steadily followed of gradually transferring Native schools to the Boards as the exten-
sion of European settlement and the ability of the Maoris to speak English and
to adapt themselves to European customs render the field suitable for the ordinary
machinery of education. It is part of the same policy to assimilate the programme
of work in Native schools as nearly as possible to that in public schools, and to
make no distinction in point of salary between teachers in the two classes of schools.

Europeans in Native Schools.

There were 518 European children attending Native village schools at the end
of the year. Children intermediate in blood between half-caste and European are
reckoned as European. The following table shows the age, sex, and classification,
of these children :—

TaBLtE CB.~——EUROPEAN SCHOLARS ATTENDING NATIVE SCHOOLS AT THE END OF DECEMBER
QUARTER, 1911.

Class P. 81, 82. 88. s, 85. 38. 87, Total.
Years, —m* P . l j @ , ] 4 i | 4 , R , ;
S K] S I I < < T - S A B -8 141512 8| 43 2 4
8| & |88 &|8|IR|E|8 18|88 8|8 8|8 8 |8
5 and under 6 .. 2()I 315 U O R O AU IR ARAPRS SRR INRUE (R IO INU BN AN I 20 11
6 . 7ol 88l esl el L 1l bt a0 28
7 . s..1 29 2 4| 7| 50 1. ] O I A Y-S
8 . 9. 15| 13| 9| 3| 7| 5} 5] .. 1| ... .. IO IO TP U R
9 . 0..] 13 6| 71 6 13 12| 3| 6| 1| 1]..] . I IO IR ¢ 3 Y|
10 . 1 .. 2 4| 4| 1] 8] 8l 5| 6l 2| 6| 1| 3 Ll 22 28
1 . 2., .. Vo1l 4 3] 7| 4l sl s s 12|l 1| 26 27
12 . 13 .. 1{ S 2l ..l 2| 7] 70 3| 3| s8f{w0!]....] 3| 2| 2
13 . 4., . vy 2] vl s s 8l 510, 3 171 2
14 5., .. N 2| .. 2] 21 7] 4| 4 6| 18 12
15andover .. .. ‘ B .. 1 1 2 1 20 .. 3 2 8 4
Totals .. ) us | 8l ; 27 | 18 ( 40 |32 |24 23 | 27|22 |18 25| %5 ‘ 16 J 7115 | 286 | 232
b ¢ i |

Private Primary Schools.

By section 170 of the Education Act, 1908, the teachers or managers of any
private primary school may apply to have the school inspected, and the school
thereupon becomes ‘subject to inspection,” and no education given to children
between the ages of seven and fourteen is deemed efficient, so as to be legal ground
for exemption from attendance at a public school, unless it is given at home or in
a school subject to inspection. There is therefore indirectly a compulsion on all
private primary schools to become subject to inspection. Such private schools
are inspected by officers of Education Boards. The following are the particulars
in regard to these schools for the year 1911 :—

Total number of schools insgected .. .. .. .. .. 183
Total roll number .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 15,914
Average attendance . . .. . . .. 14,084
Total roll at annual exammatlon .. .. .. .. .. 15,404
Number present at annual examination e .. .. 14,233
Number present in preparatory classes .. .. - .. B,774
Number present in 56 .. . .. .. .. .. 928
Number present in 87 . .. o .. .. 244
Number of proficiency certificates issued .. .. .. .. 581
Number of competency certificates issued .. .. 174

The standard of regularity of attendance was very satlsfactory, being 885 per
cent. of the total roll number.
See also Table D5 appearing on page 33.

Classification and Ezamination.

Table D is a summary for the whole Dominion of Table D1 on page 31, which
shows the numbers in the several classes for the various districts. The proportion of
pupils in the preparatory classes is still steadily increasing. In 1909 it was 36-66 per
cent., in 1910, 37-15 per cent, in 1911, 37-30 per cent,.

2—n. 2.
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TarLeE D.—CrassiFicaTioNn oF Purins AT Purrnic Screoors, DrecemBER, 1911.

NS

| i

Classes. } Boys. ! Girls. Total. Percentages for Five Years.
\ 1907. 1908. 1909. 1910, 1911.
Class P .. . o .e 32,034 28,266 60,300 3111 34-27 | 36:66 3715 37-30
. S1.. .. .. .. 10,334 9,610 19,944 12-05 11-96 | 12:25 12-17 12-34
. 32, .. .. .. 9,895 9,340 19,235 12-10 11-61 | 11-82 1194 11-90
., S8.. .. .. .. 9,715 9,019 18,734 12-04 11-98 | 11-84 11-44 11-59
. S4.. .. .. .o 8,899 8,044 16,943 11-46 11-20 | 1078 10-39 10-48
S5.. .. .. .. 7,344 6,756 14,100 10-24 9:65 9-08 9-10 872
S6.. .. .. .. 5,228 4,809 10,032 779 6-87 6:56 616 6-21
S7.. .. .. .. 1,118 1,242 2,860 3:21 2:46 151 165 1-46
Totals. . .. .. 84,562 77,086 161,648 |100-:00 |[100-00 |100-00 |100-00 |100:00

More detailed information in regard to the classification of pupils can be obtained
on reference to Table B appearing on page 4. A study of this Table shows how
much quicker girls pass through the standards than do boys. It will also be noticed
that a larger proportion of girls than boys remain in Standa:d VII.

The following is a summary of the examination statistics for 1911 :—

Total roll at time of annual examination 162,536
Present at examination 155,244
Present in preparatory classes 56,770
Present in classes S6 9,742
Present in classes 87 1,757
Standard VI certificates gained, viz.,— :
Certificates of proficiency 7 ,212} 9 020
’ competency e . e 1,808 R

Details of these figures for each district are given in Table D2.

Average Age.—The average ages of the pupils in the several classes for the two
years 1910-11 were as follows :—

1910. 1911.
Yrs. mos. Yrs. mos.

Preparatory classes .. 70 7 1
Clags 81 ... e 9 2 9 1
, 52 e .. 10 2 10 2
by 53 . ... 11 38 11 3
n S4 L o123 12 2
w S5 ... .o 181 13 2

N ... 14 0 13 11

s ST .. .. 168 0 15 0
Mean of average ages .. 9 10 9 9

Details for the several districts will be found in Table D3.

The Inspector-General of Schools has felt it his duty once more to bring under
notice (see page 24) the gradual increase in the proportion of children in preparatory
classes. During the year he has obtained fuller information on the subject, and
has accordingly been enabled to define the position more accurately. He points
out that, while the percentages ol children on the school roll from 5 to 8 years of
age have increased in the years 1905-11 from 29-8 to 314 the percentage on the
roll of the preparatory classes has risen from 28:3 to 37-3, an increase of 9 per
cent., as against 1-6. The following figures show how much more rapidly the
number of pupils in preparatory classes has increased than those of five to eight
years of age :—

Roll.
Children 5 to 8 Children in
Years of Age.,  Preparatory Classes.
1905 ... ... 89,781 36,823
1911 ... . ... 50,742 60, 300
Increase 10,961 23,477

Several Boards consider that this exceptional increase is not an occasion for
alarm or anxiety, as comparatively few pupils proceed to the secondary schools,
and the long wait in the preparatory classes compels the average pupil to spend
longer at school before reaching the standard of exemption. There can be no doubt,
however, that from the point of view of the community at large no benefit can
accrue by keeping back pupils capable of more advanced work.
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Table D4 shows the number of pupils in each education district receiving
instruction in the various subjects set forth in the syllabus. As reading, writing,
_. arithmetic, English grammar, geography, elementary science and drawing, object-
lessons and vocal music are compulsory subjects, and history must be taken unless
the parent objects, no separate return has been prepared of these subjects. It may
" be of interest to compare the numbers doing nature-study, handwork, and ele-
mentary agriculture during the past five years. The total number doing handwork
in 1910 and 1911 is not available, as the number has been split up under the headings
of the various subjects included under the general title of handwork—wiz., cookery,
woodwork, needlework, elementary agriculture, and other branches of handwork.

Number of Pupils,———-————emy
1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911.
Roll .. .. .. .. 141,071 147,428 152,416 - 156,324 - 161,648
Nature-study .. .. .. 122,660 128,716 134,651 136,341 129,796
Handwork .. .. 105,514 112,952 116,588 . ..
Elementary agmculture and dalry -work) o7, (6,000 8,000 10,200 15,159 18,546
Cookery . .. 53 . . .. 5,155 6,110
Woodwork .. .. a,-;ﬂ .. .. .. 5,532 6,742
Needlework .. .. )§:§ 53,789 55,065 55,911 54,606 57,968
Other branches of ha,ndwmk " ( .. .. 100,772 109,763

It will be seen from the above table that the number taking the various subjects
of manual instruction has increased in every case, and In most cases more than
proportionately to the increase in the roll number.

Conveyance of Children.

Comveyance by Rail.—Since the year 1895 children out of the reach of a primary
school, but living near to a convenient line of railway, have been granted free passes
to the nearest public school or private school ; in 1902 this privilege was extended
to holders of scholarships and free places in secondary schools, district high schools,
and technical schools ; and at the beginning of 1909 the same concession was granted

to other secondary pupils who were compelled to travel by rail in order to attend
school.

The amount paid on this account for railway fares in the years 1910 and 1911
was as follows :—

1910. 1911.
£ £

Primary pupils . .. . .. . 4,961 4,753
Pupils attending—

(a.) Secondary schools .. .. .. .. 2,323 2,308

(b.) District high schools. . .. .. .. 1,354 1,426

(¢.) Technical schools .. .o .. .. 3,798 4,359

£12,436 £12,846

Conveyance by Road and Water.—By section 44 (e) of the Education Act, Boards
are empowered to arrange, where necessary, for the conveyance of children to and
from school, and conveyance by road or water is accordingly arranged in districts
where the population is widely scattered, and the necessary facilities for conveyance
are obtainable. For children under ten living more than three miles away from
school by the nearest road, and for children of ten and upwards living more than
four miles away, the Department makes the Boards an allowance of 6d. for each
return trip—that is, the conveyance of one child to and from school on one day.
No claim is entertained in the case of children riding to school on horses or
bicycles. The Taranaki, Grey, and Westland Boards did not arrange for con-
veyance. In the more closely settled districts of the South Island — North
Canterbury, South Canterbury, Otago, and Southland—this plan for conveyance
was very much more widely adopted than in any other district in New Zealand.
The total amount paid in 1911 to ten Education Boards for conveyance by road
and water amounted to £4,297, as against £3,322 in the previous year.

The total amount paid for conveyance of pupils to public schoolsin 1911 by
rail, road, and water was therefore £17,143, as against £15,758 in 1910.
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Board of School-children.—In aid of the board of any child who, on account of
dista1ce or the absence of roads, has to live away from home in order to attend a
public school, an allowance of 2s. 6d. per week is similarly made. In 1911 £354 was
Paid for the board of school-children, as against £269 in 1910.

Lo o Free Class-books.

The system of free class-books has now been in operation for four years. The
preparatory classes and Standards I and II were supplied during 1909, Standard ITT
during 1910, Standard IV during 1911, and last session a sum was included in the
vote for elementary education to defray the cost of books to be supplied to
Standards V and VI, and also to replace books in all standards as they are worn out.

In deference to representations that some teachers considered it desirable that
pupils should have a reading-book for home preparation, Boards were given the
option of (1) supplying the miscellaneous readers free to pupils, or (2) requiring the
pupils to provide the miscellaneous readers (except in necessitous cases or in cases
where a newly entered pupil has already purchased a different miscellaneous reader),
and under certain conditions supplying in lien thereof paper to be used in school
instead of slates.

The conditions of the grants provide also that after provision has been made
for the supply of specified class-books, the balance of the grant may be spent on
- approved books for libraries suitable for class reading or for individual reading in
school or at home. As the grants are on a liberal scale Boards should be able to
provide schools with suitable class or school libraries, which should foster in the
pupils a desire for rcading.

The “ School Journal” and other Publications, Charts, dc.

The School Journal has now completed its fifth year of issue, the first number
being published in May, 1907, It is published in three parts—viz., Part I (sixteen
pages) for Classes I and II; Part IT (sixteen pages) for Classes III and 1V; and
Part III (thirty-two pages) for Classes V and VI. There are no issues for the months
of December and January, but the November number is enlarged to provide reading-
matter until the schools close, about the middle of December. Public schools,
Native schools, special schools (such as industrial schools), and certain other institu-
tions more or less under departmental control or supervision are supplied free with
a number of copies sufficient to provide each pupil in the standard classes with a
copy of the appropriate part. An increasing number of private schools purchase
copies at the rate of 4d. per copy for Part I, and 1d. per copy for each of Parts 1T
and III.

While the School Journal aims primarily at being instructive rather than recrea-
tive, there is ample evidence that each monthly number is eagerly looked for and
welcomed by the children, and that its influence tends to the very desirable end
of fostering the habit and love of reading not in the school only, but also in the
home. It is gratifying to note also that the Journal is meeting with appreciation
beyond New Zealand, and particularly in Canada, where Earl Grey, late Governor-
General, has succeeded in inducing the educational authorities of some of the pro-
vinces to undertake the publication of school-papers similar to the New Zealand
School Journal.

In addition to containing well-defined series of articles on geography, history,
nature-knowledge, &c., the Jowrnal gives due attention to current topics of more
than local importance, to striking events in current history, to important develop-
ments in modern discovery and invention, as well as to the recurrent topies of Arbor
Day, Empire Day, &o.

The Journal is regularly illustrated ; but, in addition to the illustrations appear-
ing in its pages, pictures and prints illustrating geography, history, and nature-
study are being issued separately on cards as aids to oral instruction on modern
lines in these subjects. Up to the present time the followiny series have appeated :
Twenty-four pictures illustrating great British battles; forty illustrations of New
Zealand flora ; twenty-four of New Zealand geography; eight dealing with the
lives of Captain Cook and Lord Nelson; twenty-eight of the geography of the
British Isles; twenty illustrating life on H.M.S. “ New Zealand 7 twenty-four
dealing geographically, historically, and ethnologically with South Africa ; seventy-
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two which form part of a comprehensive series dealing with British history ; fifty-
six illustrating the countries of Europe geographically and historically ; and also
_a coloured wall-sheet illustrating the lives of Lord Nelson and Captain Cock.
During the year the Department has issued to schools a chart showing a method
of restoring animation to the apparently drowned (prepared by the Health Depart-
- nent), and published a special report on the teaching of English in secondary schools
(a reprint of a circular issued by the Board of Education, England) and also a
pamphlet entitled *“ An account of the education system of the Dominion.” = Among
the publications of general interest that will be issued shortly are “ A Manual of
New Zealand Mollusca,” by H. Suter;  Geology of New Zealand,”* by Dr. P.
Marshall ; and plates of New Zealand flora, published in connection with Cheese-
man’s * Manual of New Zealand Flora.”
The departmental library contains a large number of educational books and
papers, most of which are available on loan to Inspectors, teachers of primary or
secondary schools, and others interested in education.

Staffs of Public Schools.

The number of teachers in the public schools, exclusive of those employed
in the secondary departments of district high schools, in December, 1910, and
December, 1911, respectively, was as follows :—

TaBLE E.—NUMBER OF TEACHERS EMPLOYED.

Adults— 1910. 1911.
Men .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,456 1,493
Women .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,252 2,351

Total .. .. .. .. .. 3,708 3,844

Pupil-teachers—

Male .. .. .. .. .. .. 174 179
Female .. .. .. .. .. .. 526 528
Total .. .. .. .. .. 700t 707%

All teachers—

Male .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,630 1,672
Female .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,778 2,879
Total .. .. .. .. .. 4,408 4,551

The number of adult teachers may be further summarized thus :—

Heads of schools— 1910. 1911,
Men .. .. .. .. .. .. 712 728
Women .. .. .. .. .. .. 72 85

784 813

Sole teachers— — ——
Men .. .. .. .. .. .. 445 452
Women .. .. .. .. .. .. 793 ‘ 814

1,238 1,266

Assistant teachers— R -
Men .. .. .. .. .. .. 299 313
Women .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,387 1,452

1,686 1,765

Of the sole teachers, 102 men and 370 women, total 472, were employed in
schools of less than 16 in average attendance ; the average number of children per
teacher being 1005. The average number of children per teacher in the remaining
sole-teacher schools—that is, schools with 16 to 35 in average attendance—was
23-77. It will be seen on referring to the remarks in this report under the head,
“ Number of Schools” (page 2), that there were 1,336 sole-teacher schools. The
difference (70) between this number and the number of sole teachers shown above
is accounted for by the fact that 116 half-time schools (in charge of 58 sole teachers)
and 12 side schools have been counted separately as sole-teacher schools.

*This book is now published (Education Department, 30/10/12). 1 Exclusive of 32 male and 151 female
probationers. t Exclusive of 41 male and 178 female probationers.
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In schools with two or more teachers—that is, schools of Grade IV and upwards
—we find that the average number of pupils per adult teacher, reckoning two pupil-
teachers as equivalent to one adult, was 40-22. With the same assumption we find
‘that the average for all schools was 3362, and for all schools, omitting those below
Grade II, 36-61.
» - The following figures show the ratio of males to females, adult teachers and
pupil teachers being considered separately. For purposes of comparison the figures Ty
. for the previous years are also given :—
1909. 1910. 1911.

. Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female.
Ratio of adult male to adult female tea-

chers, schools with one to fifteen

scholars .. .. .. .. 100 : 359 100 : 325 100 : 362
Ratio of adult male to adult female tea-

chers, schools with more than fifteen

scholars .. .. .. .. 100 : 140 100 : 141 100 : 142
Ratio of adult male to adult female tea-

chers, all schools .. .. .. 100 : 157 100 : 155 100 : 157
Ratio of male pupil-teachers to . female

pupil-teachers .. .. .. 100 :319 100 : 302 100 : 295
Ratio of male to female teachers, all schools 100 : 174 100 : 170 100 : 172

From the above table it will be seen that the proportion of males to females
is by no means small, except in the cases of pupil-teachers and sole teachers of small
schools. The figures in regard to pupil-teachers show conclusively that a much
larger percentage of females enter the service than males; but a great number of
these female pupil-teachers leave before completing their period of training. In
regard to the large proportion of female teachers to males in Grade 0 and Grade I
schools, the maximum salary payable to teachers of such schools is £120, and Educa-
tion Boards have always fqund extreme difficulty in procuring suitable male teachers
to fill such positions. Indeed, many educationists hold the view that women teachers
are more suited to take charge of small schools than are men; for in such schools
one-half of the pupils on the average are girls, and, of the boys, half are under ten
years of age, and both these groups are consequently more easily and sympatheti-
cally managed by a woman teacher; thus 75 per cent. of the average number in
attendance at a sole-teacher school are more suited to instruction by a woman v
teacher than by a male.

If we take into consideration the corresponding proportion for primary-school
teachers, secondary teachers in district high schools, and secondary schools (exclu-
sive of part-time teachers), and for students in training colleges respectively, we
have :—

Number of Women Teachers or Students per Hundred Men Teachers or Students (omitting Teachers of
Schools with 15 or less in Average Attendance).

1906. 1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911.

Adult primary teachers .. 125 124 126 140 141 142
Pupil-teachers .. .. 339 277 296 319 302 295
Secondary teachers .. 80 77 76 82 85 84
Training-college students .. 350 315 285 280 219 197
All teachers and students 148 142 144 158 156 155

In other words, out of a total of 4,814 persons engaged in the above-named branches
of the teaching profession, there were, in 1911, 1,889 men and 2,925 women.

It will be interesting to see how these figures compare with those from other
parts of the world—England, Scotland, and the United States, for instance. In
comparing this Dominion with such old-established countries, it is necessary to
bear in mind that in the latter, the population being comparatively dense and the
‘means of communication—the roads and railways—being more complete and effi-
cacious, there are few schools corresponding to our Grade 0 or Grade I schools.
Accordingly such schools are not taken into consideration in the New Zealand figures.

England. Scotland. United States. New Zealand.
Adult primary teachers. . .. 314 245 . 368 142
Pupil-teachers .. .. 313 449 * 295
Secondary teachers .. . 9 * 121 &8
Training-college students ..oo21 389 365 197

* Figures not available.
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Full details of the primary staffs of the public schools in the several education

districts is given in Table El, appearing on page 34. The relieving-teachers

_appointed by the several Education Boards are not included in this table, nor in
the summary above, but will be found in Table F3 (see page 38).

Including all grades of schools, the average number of pupils per teacher is 34,
if we take into consideration both pupil-teachers and adults. Table E1 gives details
for the vatious education districts.

In spite of the very considerable improvement in the staffing of New Zealand
schools as a result of the provisions of the Education Amendment Act, 1908, there
is no doubt that there is still much room for improvement in the staffing of the larger
schools. Counting only schools having an average attendance of over 200, we have
the following results: (1) If pupil-teachers are altogether left out of consideration,
and only adult teachers are counted, we find that each adult teacher is in charge
of an average number of 58-4 children. Obviously, however, this is not a fair
method of caleculation. (2.) A much fairer method is to count two pupil-teachers as
one adult. We then find that each adult teacher is in charge of 483 children.
(3.) If pupil-teachers and adults are both counted together, each teacher is found
to be in charge of 41-2 children.

The second method of calculation is undoubtedly the only fair method. A
comparison with the staffing in countries generally considered to be most advanced
in education emphasizes the fact above stated—viz., that there is considerable room
for improvement in the staffing of the larger schools. It must, of course, be borne
in mind that all schools in these countries ave taken into consideration, while in
New Zealand only the large schools are counted. The rural school in England
is very different from the rural school in New Zealand ; it approaches the rank of a
suburban school in this Dominion. Were it possible to eliminate from consideration
all schools with an average attendance of under 200, it would be found that the
average number of pupils per teacher in England and elsewhere would increase con-
siderably, but the available reports are not sufficiently full to enable this to be
done. :

Average Number of Children per Adult Teacher (counting Two Pupil-teachers as One Adult).

London (County Council schools) . . .. .. .. 390
England (Board of Education schools) .. .. . . .. 325
Wales (Board of Education schools) .. .. .. .. .. 283
Scotland .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. 381
New York City .. .. . .. .. . .. 346
Switzerland . . . .. .. .. . .. .o 427
United States .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 250
New Zealand (in schools, 201-700) .. .. . .. .. 483

Salaries of Public-school Teachers.

The total amount of all salaries and allowances (as at 31st Decemnber, 1911)
was £631,251. This includes pupil-teachers’ salaries and allowances, £35,419 ;
probationers’ salaries and allowances, £8,395 ; also house allowances to head or
sole teachers who had no residence provided, £15,370; but the total does not
include the corresponding amounts saved in rent where houses are provided,
estimated at £26,600. The average rates of salary for adult teachers in public
primary schools were,— “

(1) All sechools—

(a.) Hzcluding house allowances and amounts saved in rents where £ s 4.
residences are provided .. 14816 &
(b.) Including house allowances and amounts saved In rents ... 159 14 9

(2.) Schools with average attendance over fifteen—
(a.) Excluding house allowances and amounts saved in rents .. 158 14 6
Namely, men ... 204 3 4
women ... ... 126 16 3
(b.) Including house allowances and amounts saved in rents ... 170 3 8
Namely, men L.02256 0107
women ... . .. 131 4 1

Status of Teachers in regard to Certificates.

Table B2 (printed on page 34) gives the number of certificated and uncertificated
teachers respectively on 31st December, 1911, exclusive of secondary schools and
secondary departments of district high schools. It is safe to say that the number
of these latter holding certificates is very much larger now than in the past. The
following summary of Table E2 shows the number of certificated and uncertificated
teachers in each of the years 1906 to 1911 respectively :—
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Primary Teachers in all Public Schools (Secondary Departments of District High Schools excluded), 1911.

! | * \ ;‘
_ ' 1906. l‘ 1907. | 1908. i 1909. | 1910. f 1911,
ey |
L. Certificated teachers— ’ 1
%o Adults .. .. . o.. 2,412 | 2,422 | 2,451 | 2,593 | 2,663 | 2,783
Pupil-teachers . 6 | 14 2 1 .. ..
Totals .| 2,418 | 2,436 | 2,453 | 2,594 | 2,663 J 2,783
II. Uncertificated teachers— )
(@.) Holding partial qualifications—
(i.) Holders of licenses .. .. 227 178 99 68 56 71
(1i.) Others partially qualified .. 134 142 | 167 264 259 285
Total of () .. . .. 361 | 320| 266 332 315! 356
(b.) Having no recognized examination status 428 545 635 689 730 } 705
Total number of uncertificated teachers 789 865 901 | 1,021 | 1,045 i 1,081
Total of T and IT . 3,207 | 3,301 | 3,354 | 3,615 | 3,708 ! 3,844
| ,

It will be noticed that the number of certificated teachers has increased during
the year by 120, and that the number holding partial qualifications has likewise
increased by 41, whereas the number having no recognized examination status
whatever has decreased by 25. This hearty and genuine attempt of teachers to
improve their status is most encouraging. It may be set down to three causes :—

(1.) Parliament last year voted £1,000 for the establishment at suitable centres
of training classes, held in subjects essential to the award of a teachers’ certificate
and for the maintenance of a system of tuition by correspondence applicable to the
cases of teachers who were too remote from any convenient centre or whose require-
ments in individual subjects were not such as could be dealt with collectively. The
grant was notified last year at rather too late a date to enable due advantage to be
taken by teachers of the increased facilities offered, but it is hoped that full
advantages of it will be taken during the current year (1912).

(2.) Education Boards have of late shown an increasing desire to dispose of
the services of teachers who have made no attempt to improve their status.

(8.) Thanks to the improvements made of recent years in staffs and salaries,
the growing tendency among teachers, evidenced in other countries, to leave the
ranks of the teaching profession for some more remunerative sphere of employment
is not nearly so marked in this Dominion.

It was pointed out in several of the reports of Education Boards (reprinted
in Appendix A) that it is impossible to expect teachers of schools of Grades 0
and I to qualify for teachers’ certificates. Whatever soundness there may be in
this statement, it is certainly true that only about a quarter of such teachers are
certificated. Omitting teachers of schools with average attendance of 15 or less,
we get the following comparison :—

JE— j 1905. ' 1909, 1910. j 1911
I. Certificated 2,460 2,524 2,608 2,723
II. Uncertificated—
(a.) Partially qualified .. 329 272 262 277
(b.) Without status 163 3563 383 374
-— 492 — 625 | — 645 | — 651
Totals 2,952 3,149 3,253 3,374
Percentages—
1. Certificated 83-3 80-2 80-2 80-7
I1. (a.) Partially qualified .. 111 86 8.0 8.9
(b.) Without status 56 112 11-8 111
— 167 | 198 — 198 | — 193
Totals .. ’ 100 100 f 100 100
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The above figures do not include teachers in the secondary departments of dis-

-~ trict high schools, the great majority of whom are fully certificated teachers. Below

is printed a summary of Table E3, including all certificated teachers employed by

. Education Boards, whether engaged in primary work or in the secondary depart-

ments of district high schools, arranged according to sex and class of certificate held.
Tt is to be noted that there is now no examination for E certificate.

RPN

Holders of Teachers’ Certificates in the Service of Education Boards at 31st December, 1910, and
at 31st December, 1911.

1910. 1911.
(lass of Certiticate. - | - e —
M. | P | Total M. F | Total
_ L ] N B A i
A . . L . 1 29 11 40 20 ! 3 23
B 154 62 216 172 47 219
C . . : . .0 405 22T - 632 419 280 699
D . . . .. ‘ 532 3 837 | 1,369 505 | 887 | 1,392
E .95 393 | 488 84 ’ 366 450
: : |
; | |
Total .. 1,215 | 1,530 | 2,745 | 1,200 l 1,583 | 2,783

The following table gives a comparative view of the number of persons holding
certificates who were employed in all forms of public instruction on the 30th June of
the years named :—

Comparative Table of Certificates held by Persons employed in Public Instruction as at the 30th June

Number of Teachers holding Certificates.

Class. e SR J— _— . -
1906. | 1907. 1908, | 1909.  19l0. . 191 . 192
A | 86 | 8T 9499 0 116 119
B 201 208 232 266 300 352 392
C 197 - 294 416 544 648 761 939
D 1,650 1,593 1,479 1,442 1,420 l 1,486 1,488
E _ 721 642 595 555 522 i 480 441
Total, A, B, C,and D .. | 213¢ =~ 2182 2220 2351 | 2473 | 2715 | 2938

‘ | | - i |

., A/BCD andE 285 @ 2824 2,515 2,906 2,995 3,195 3,379

| |

It is satisfactory to note that the total increase in the number of certificated
teachers is entirely due to the increase in the number of certificates of the three
highet classes, A, B, C.

FiNnaNcES oF Epucarion BoarDps.

1. General Survey of the Finances of Education Boards.

Table F is a summary of the income and expenditure, and of the assets
and liabilities of the various Education Boards for the calendar year 1911. Full
information for each district can be obtained on reference to Appendix A, or to tables
F1 and F2 appearing on pages 36 and 37.

3—H. 2.
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In the case of conveyance and board of school-children, free school-books, and
secholarships, it will be noticed that the balance or deficit at the end of the year is
accounted for by a corresponding liability or asset. For the above items, and for

. teachers” salaries and house allowances the Department makes grants to cover the
" actual cost.

The unclassified items grouped under heading 7 (e) include the following :
Income—Rents (Hawke’s Bay and South Canterbury), £188 8s. 6d. ; school material
(Nelson), £73 18s. ; interest on fixed deposits (South Canterbury), £80. Expenditure
—Motor-cycle for Truant Officer (Wanganui) (to be refunded), £77 10s. ; truancy
expenses (Marlborough), £62; school material (Nelson), £45 9s. 3d. ; gymnastic
instructor (Otago), £136 10s. 1d. :

It will be noticed that transfers have been made to the extent of £34,683. This
sum represents the actual amounts transferred in the separate balance-sheets presented
by the Boards, but a glance at Table F will show that the net total of the transfers
is very much less. For instance, referring to “ Manual and Technical Instruction,”
we find that £5,663 was transferred to other items, and £5,023 was transferred from
other items, the net transfer being thus only £640. ,

The question of transfers from item to item, depending as it does on the indi-
vidual discretion of the Secretaries to the Boards, must always be a somewhat vexed
one. In the first place, all moneys received by a Board from any source whatever
are, under section 50 of the Education Act, payable into one account—the Education
Board Account ; but such funds must, in the main, be expended for the purposes for
which they were voted by Parliament, and paid over by the Department. 1t is only
reasonable, however, that Boards should transfer to their Administration Account a
falr percentage of the money expended under, for instance, the Manual and Technical
Account, for such a transfer might fairly be expected to cover the cost of adminis-
tration in such a case.

Table F3 shows the salaries and allowances paid to officers of Education Boards
other than teachers. Tables F4 and F5 give a summary of the receipts and expendi-
ture of Education Boards from 1877 to 1911.

Excluding the expenditure on buildings, which is dealt with separately below,
the following summary shows the chief items of expenditure for the past four
years :—

1908. 1909. 1910. 1911.
£ £ £ £
Board’s administration .. .. .. 39,730 42,392 41,396 43,697
Incidental expenses of schools .. .. 38,077 40,374 37,394 42,831
Teachers’ salaries* .. .. .. 489,042 554,012 582,288 608,958
Training colleges .. .. .. 19,949 22,425 27,467 28,992
Scholarships and district high schools .. 31,802 32,136 32,811 32,620
Manual and technical instruction . . .. 48,212 47,927 56,049 65,195

The increase in the expenditure on teachers’ salaries is due partly to the inereased
number of children under instruction, and partly to the yearly increment of £5 in
teachers’ salaries provided by section 7 (3) of the Education Amendment Act, 1908.
It is anticipated that there will be a still more noticeable increase this year (1912)
owing to the replacement of most 6f the pupil-teachers in schools with an attendance
of 81 to 160 by adult assistants. The increase in the manual and technical expendi-
ture must be attributed to the increased number of students, the establishment of
day technical schools to replace the day classes previously conducted at the schools,
and the rural courses given in many of the district high schools.

The following table shows the proportion of expenditure on administration to
the whole expenditure, and the corresponding proportion of the incidental expenses
of schools (through the School Committees), the figures for the five years previous
being also entered for purposes of comparison :—

Boards. Committees. Total.
1906 .. .. . .. .. .. 45 4.8 93
1907 .. . .. .. .. o 47 4-8 9-5
1908 .. . .. .. .. o 4T 45 9:2
1909 . .. .. .. .. .. 46 44 90
1910 .. .. .. .. .. .. 45 4-0 85

1911 .. .. . . .. .. 43 4-2 85

* House allowances excluded.
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Generally speaking, the percentage of expenditure on administration tends to
“Uecrease, although a reference to the previous table will at once show that the actual
amount; spent on administration by Boards and School Committees was considerably

- more in 1911 than in any of the previous years.

The corresponding percentages for the several Education Boards are printed
in Table F12. As is to be expected, the ratio of expenses of administration to the
whole expenditure is highest in the smallest district (8:3) and lowest in the
largest (3-7). .

It would appear at first sight that Boards were not in December, 1911, on
so firm a financial footing as in December, 1910, as the total net bank balances
decreased from £66,712 to £41,528. As a matter of fact, however, about £19,000
of this difference is due to the fact that Land Boards have not followed the practice
of School Commissioners of making the December quarter payments before the
end of the calendar year. As in 1910, only one Board had an overdraft.

2. General Account.

For convenience, the funds of Education Boards may be roughly divided into
two classes —those granted for building purposes, and those not so granted. The
latter class will hereafter be called the Greneral Account, and consists of all items in
Table F, except Nos. 2, 27-35, and contractors’ deposits, these constituting the

Building Account. :
Table F6 shows the cash assets and liabilities of the Boards on the General

Account. These may be summarized thus :—

GENERAL ACCOUNT, ALL Boarps, 31sT DECEMBER, 1911

Liabilities. £ | Assets. ¢
Overdrafts .. .. .. 1,323 | Cash .. .. .. .o 24,057
Due to Government .. .. 792 | Due from all sources . .. 43 078
Other liabilities .. . .. 16,259 | Deficits .. . .. 126
Balances .. .. .. .. 48,957 ‘
£67,261 ‘ £67,261

Taking into consideration cash, assets, and liabilities, the General Account
of every Education Board, with the exception of one, was in credit at the end of
the year 1911 ; the Nelson Education Board had a deficit on its (Feneral Account
of £126. The total net credit balance on these accounts for the last three years
is shown as follows :— :

Balances. Deficits. Net Balances.
£ £ £
1908 . .. .. .. .. 28,167 Nil 28,167
1910 .. .. .. .. .. 30,850 563 30,287
1911 .. .. .. . .. 48,957 126 48,831

The position of this account has therefore shown remarkable improvement
since the previous year; indeed in two years the -balance has increased by £20,000.
Only two Boards showed a decrease in their credit balance, and one, which was In
debit last year, has managed to considerably reduce the deficit. The total increases
over last year amounted to £18,897, and the decreases to £353, a net increase of
£18,544. The largest increase was shown by the Auckland Board—£4,111. Auck-
land also shows the largest credit balance—£11,372. The next in order are Wanganui,
£8,414 ; Wellington, £5,284 ; Southland, £5,279; Otago, £4,831; and Hawke’s
Bay, £4,592.

3. Buildings Account.

The Buildings Account refers to moneys granted for two purposes, which by
parliamentary appropriation and by the terms of the grants made by the Depart-
ment are quite distinct, namely,—

(a.) Moneys granted for the general maintenance and replacement of
school buildings out of the Consolidated Fund, and additional sums
paid for the rebuilding of schools destroyed by fire, and for the rent
of temporary premises during such rebuilding ;
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(b.) Moneys appropriated by Parliament and granted out of the Public
Works Fund specially for the erection of new schools and the ex-
tension of existing schools rendered necessary by increased attendance,
and for building teachers’ residences in certain cases where suitable
houses cannot be rented.

The moneys so granted in the year 1911 for the respective purposes named are
shown in Tables 7, F8, and F9. :

Table ¥10 shows the assets and labilities of the Boards on the combined build-
ings accounts. The following is a summary :—

PR

ComBINED BuiLpings AccoUNT (a) aND (b), ALL Boambps, 31sr DeceMBER, 1911,

Laalilities. £ | Assets. £
()verdrafts .. .. .. 12,323 | Cash .. .. .. o317
Other liabilities .. .. .. b7,655 | Due from all sources .. .. 69,082
Balances .. . .. .. 41,342 | Deficits .. . .. .. 11,121
£111,320 | £111,320

Net balances 1st January, 1911 .. £30,221

The net balance in the Buildings Account at the close of the year 1910 was
£33,692.  From the above summary it will be seen that at the end of 1911 the net
halance was £30,221, a decrease of £3,471. This decrease is entirely accounted
for by the very considerable building operations undertaken by the Wanganui
Kducation Board under the provisions of the Wanganui School Sites Act, 1909, and
its amendment of 1911,

In recent reports attention has repeatedly been called to the fact that during
the last few years Boards have gradually diverted to other purposes amounts voted
by Parliament and distributed by the Government specially for the purposes of
maintenance and rebuilding. In view of the necessity of expending in the near
future a very large sum on the replacement of worn-out and dilapidated schools,
it seems advisable to once more bring the question under notice.

From an examination of the grants made to the Boards for the maintenance
and replacement of school buildings—see (a), above—and their returns of expendi-
ture under these heads, it has been found that the School Buildings Maintenance
Account should stand as shown in Table F11, a summary of which is given below :—

Scroon, BumLpings MAINTENANCE Account, Ann Boarps, 31sT DrcEmBER, 1911,

£
Cash balances .. . .. . - .. .. £86,290
Net excess of amounts due by Boards over amounts due to Boards .. 76
Net balance, 31st December, 1911 .. .. .. .. £86,214

Since the cost of maintenance and repairs of school buildings, as well as the
cost of actual replacement during the year 1911, has been taken into consideration
in the above statement, it would appear that there was the sum of £86,214 available
on the 1st January, 1912, for rebuilding worn-out schools, for replacement of worn-
out furniture and fittings, and for maintenance of school buildings and residences.
But from the Combined Buildings Account it will be seen that the actual net balance
1s only £30,221. This amount, then, represents all that is available for maintenance
and rebuilding, and Boards have diverted to other purposes amounts totalling
£56,000. In accordance with the recommendation of the Education Commission,
the Department has informed Boards that it has no objection to a transfer of 7 per
cent. from maintenance to new buildings to cover the cost of small additions and
alterations coming within the meaning of the appropriation which defines the majn.
tenance grant as a grant ‘““for general maintenance of school buildings, and for
additions to buildings, alterations, rebuildings, furniture, fittings, fencing, rents,
additions and improvements of sites, &c.”” The circular notifying Boards of this
concession stated m clear terms that due provision had first to be made for main.

P
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tenance and rebuilding. If Boards had since the date of this circular regularly
transferred sums amounting to 7 per cent. of their maintenance grants, such sums
would have totalled only £28,000 by the end of 1911, and there would still be £28,000
“unaccounted for. It is of the utmost importance that this depreciation fund be
“kept as far as possible intact, and Boards are urged to expend their school-building
maintenance grants solely on the purposes for which the moneys were appropriated
by Parliament—viz., maintenance and rebuilding of schools and small additions,
&c., the cost of which latter item should not exceed in the total 7 per cent. of the
maintenance grant.

These caloulations and remarks are based on all the building transactions under-
taken by all Boards, and must not be taken to refer especially to any individual
Board.

CHATHAM ISLANDS.

During the year 1911 there were four schools in operation in the Chatham
Islands-—viz., those at Te One, Te Roto, and Makarakau on the main island, and
the school on Pitt Island. Towards the end of theTyear most of the pupils from Pitt
Island crossed over to Owenga—the headquarters of the Chatham Island Fisheries
Company—and in the early part of the present year the Department decided to close
the Pitt Island School and open one at Owenga under the headmastership of Mr.
Hutchinson of the Pitt Island School. There are now four schools on the mainland.

The total number of pupils on the roll at the end of 1911 was 87, the average
attendance being 80.

The total expenditure on the schools for the year under review was £734 58, 3d.,
made up as follows: Salaries and allowances to teachers, £654 12s. 6d.; repairs,
&c., £10 1g. ; scholarships, £40 ; inspection, £13 9s. 8d.; other expenses, £16 2s. 1d.

The schools at Te One and Te Roto were examined in the month of January
of the present year In accordance with the regulations for the inspection and
examination of public schools in New Zealand. The results were very satisfactory.
It was not found possible to visit Matarakau and Pitt Island, where there were 7
and 3 children respectively, and the classification of the pupils was accordingly
left in the hands of the teachers. '

Three candidates presented themselves for the examination held in connection
with the Chatham Island Scholarship in November, and a scholarship was awarded
to Frances Lilian Guest, a pupil of the Te One School.

i
‘ Attendance.
. Al 11
School. Names of Teachers. SalagefgaltlEnd C;g)\:;yn%iem;f ‘ Mean of Average ‘ Mean of Weekly
: Goods. } Attendance for | Rell Number for
l Four Quarters of | Four Quarters of
! ‘ [ 1911. i 1911.
‘ £ s. 4. £ !
Te One .. .. | Guest, J. J. .. HM.| 210 0 0 25 ‘ 38 45
' Guest, Mrs, L.R. .. 8 i 810 0 .. | .. j ..
i Seymour, Miss E. .. Pt 3! 45 0 0 .. | ..
| Lanauze, Miss G. .. Pt. 3| 45 0 0 . 1 . | ..
Pitt Island .. | Hautchinson, J. oMo 9410 0 15 1 10 i 11
Te Roto ., .. | Silcock, H. 8. oM. | 11210 O 15 24 i 28
Matarakau .. | Russell, Mrs. E. A. .. F ‘ 90 0 0 .. 7 ‘ 8
Total | 60510 0 i 55 : 79 | 92

|
\ .
| |




11.
"REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF SCHOOLS.

The INsPECTOR-GENERAL OF ScHOoOLs to the Hon. the MiNisTER oF EDUCATION.
SIR,—

I have the honour to place before you the following remarks on two matters
of general interest arising out of the returns submitted by Education Boards or
suggested by Inspectors in their annual reports.

1. Length of Time spent by Pupis wn Preparatory Classes.

In my last two reports I have had occasion to draw attention to the
ever-increasing length of time spent by children in the preparatory classes of the
public schools. As the matter is, in my opinion, one of great importance, I venture
to bring it once again under your notice.

Percentage of the roll of public schools in 1905, 1906,  1907.  1908.  1909.  1910. 1911,
the preparatory classes .. .. 283 29-4 311 343 367 372 373
Percentage of the roll of age over five but
not over eight .. .. .. 298 30°0 30°1 305 311 311 315

It will be noticed that while there has been a steady increase in the percentage
of children between five and eight, there has been an astonishing increase in the
percentage of pupils in the preparatory classes. It is true that the 1911 figures
show signs that this important matter has been to some extent taken in hand by
teachers, for this is the first year since 1905 that the.increase in the percentage of
preparatory pupils has been less than that of pupils between five and eight years.
Nevertheless, it is a fact that in the last seven years the proportion of pupils on the
roll of the preparatory classes has increased by 32 per cent. as against an increase
of only 6 per cent. in the proportion between five and eight years of age.

The following comments may be made on the four causes set out in previous
reports :—

(1.) That there may have been an increase in the proportion of young children,
say, between five and eight years of age, in the population of the Dominion durmg
the year in question.

There has been an increase. In 1911 the proportion of such children in the
REuropean population was 6:563 per cent., as against 6:184 in 1905 ; but this increase
will account for the discrepancy only in a very small degree.

(2.) That a larger proportion of children may be entering the schools between
the ages of five and seven than formerly.

An examination of Table A shows a very slight increase over the percentage
for 1905, and a very considerable decrease from that for 1910. It is obvious,
therefore, that this cause cannot be seriously considered.

(3.) That a certain proportion of children may be leaving school from the upper
classes at an earlier age to go to secondary schools or day technical schools, or to
go to work : this Would make the numbers in the lower classes appear relatlvely
larger.

¢ A glance at lines 4 and 5 of Table B will show that the very reverse is the case ;
the increase in the number of children between twelve and fifteen years of age
attending public schools is much greater than the increase in the number of such
children 1 the population—19 per cent. as against 6 per cent.

(4.) That children may be spending a longer time in the preparatory classes
than formerly is suggested by the fact that in every standard the average age has
increased by from two to four months.

I have therefore been forced to the conclusion that pupils are kept unduly long
in preparatory classes, and consequently are retarded throughout their whole school
course. Several of the Boards’ Inspectors have argued that the time spent in the
preparatory classes should not be curtailed, but that pupils might be passed quicker
through the lower standards. Such a course, however, has certalnlv not been
generally followed in the past few years, as the time spent in passing from S1 to
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S6 is 4 years 10 months, and it was the same in 1905. Tt is further argued that

in a large class the dull pupils retard the progress of the bright ones ; also that the
secondary schools are existing for the comparative few, and that these should not
Dbe considered when the well-being of the majority, who leave school after passing
the Sixth Standard, is at stake. To such objections I must answer that it is unfair
and disheartening to clever and ambitious scholars to be thus retarded, and that
at the least their promotion need not affect those who are not so well favoured
intellectually. The proportion of pupils proceeding to the secondary schools is
now, moreover, very considerable.

I would not for one moment be understood to urge that *formal” work,
especially in arithmetic, and to a lesser extent in reading, should be undertaken. by
pupils at too early an age ; but children in preparatory classes are never too young
to receive systematic training in language, especially by means of stories told to
or by them, or by the description in their own words of facts coming naturally
within their observation. It is obvious that the ordinary Infant Reader is much
below the capacity of the average pupil of eight or nine years of age; he should
be promoted to a class where he will have reading-matter more suited to his tastes,
and consequently to his powers. I am awabe that in New Zealand the newer methods
of instruction in infant classes are held by many to entail the spending of a longer
time in those classes ; but in countries where such methods have been long in vogue
it has not been found necessary to keep pupils so long in preparatory classes. Ii
the newer methods were applied more fully in the standard classes, as they should
be, this argument would lose its weight altogether. .

Tt is above all, in my opinion, a matter for very serious consideration whether

- the stage of teaching that may be admirably suited to children of five to seven years
of age is really suitable for children of eight or nine, who are rapidly developing
new powers of mind.

The whole question is one which leaves room for considerable diversity of
opinion, according to the various ideas that may be held as to the respective spheres
of influence ” of primary schools on the one hand, and secondary and technical
schools on the other. :

2. Leakage of Pupils between S4 and S6.

Several Inspectors* have commented on the fact that an unduly large per-
centage of children leave school before reaching the standard of exemption; and
the matter is sufficiently serious to demand a close examination of the figures for
the Dominion as a whole.

The following table shows the percentages of pupils who left school without
passing Standards IV, V, and VI respectively. To assure greater accuracy, an
average has in each case been taken of the figures for at least three years.

Per Cent.
o 1905-8. 1909-11.
e e e
Boys Girls Boys i Girls.

Left without passing Standard IV . . . . 2 o | 13
Passed Standard IV, but not Standard V. .. . 25 \ 23 30 29
Passed Standard V, but not Standaxrd VI .. . 17 19 12 13
Passed Standard VI .. .. .. .. 46 47 44 45

i 100 | 100 } 100 100

J

In other words, 56 per cent. of the boys and 55 per cent. of the girls leave school
without passing Standard VI ; 44 per cent. of the boys and 42 per cent. of the girls
leave without passing Standard V; and 14 per cent. of the boys and 13 per cent. of
the girls leave without passing Standard IV. In the above calculations no allowance
has been made for failures or for excess of arrivals over departures ; but the necessary
adjustment has been made for deaths.

* See Appendix C, pages viii, xxiii, and 1i.

4—K. 2.
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Bearing in mind that a child must reach the age of fourteen or have gained &
Sixth Standard certificate of competency before he can leave school, and that the

- average age of S4 pupils is 12 years 10 months, and of S5 pupils 13 years 7 months,

it may well be asked how it is that so large a percentage leave school before passing

- 86.  No doubt a considerable number have reached the age of exemption, and have

been withdrawn as soon as the minimum requirements of the Act have been complied
with. But there can be no doubt that a very large number are withdrawn from
school before they have reached either the requisite age or the requisite standard.
For such, the following remarks made by the Inspectors of the Otago Education
Board particularly apply: “The culture and discipline of Standard V and
Standard VI are more valuable than those of all the lower classes, It is just here
that the child has mastered the use of the tools—reading, writing, and mathematical
accuracy—that will tend to give him a taste for intellectual pursuits in after-life.
This minimum of instruction is one of the child’s birthrights, and it behoves those
in authority to see that he is not deprived of it.” :

It was only a few months ago since the standard of exemption was raised from
S5 to 56, and consequently it will be impossible for a year or two to say what has
been the effect of the alteration. So far as pupils over fourteen years of age are
concerned, the only remedy for their withdrawal from school will be the raising
of the age of exemption still higher. 1If this were done, scholars would fall naturally
nto three classes: (1) those who pass 86 at an early age, and who, being promising
pupils, naturally make their way into the secondary or day technical school;
(2) those who pass S6 at the age of thirteen or fourteen, most of whom are
immediately withdrawn by their parents from school to enter some form of employ-
ment ; (3) those who cannot legally leave school till they reach the raised age of
exemption—say fifteen years. In the case of these two latter classes, their want
of ability, and possibly of industry, during their school life will have its effect in
after-school life, and it is particularly in their case that some form of compulsory
continuation instruction up to the age of sixteen or seventeen is wanted.
. L would suggest as a first step, legal provision for the compulsory attendance,
without any local option, either at a day school or a continuation school, of all
children up to the age of fifteen years (now their attendance from fourteen to seventeen
years of age is a matter of local option).

A further examination of the figures submitted by various education districts
18 instructive. In a district containing a number of fair-sized towns and one large
city 1t 1s found that 90 per cent. of the S4 children pass through 85, and 71 per cent.
through 86. On the other hand, in three typical rural districts, on the average
only 81 per cent. pass through 85, and 58 through 86. The only logical conclusion
is that the evil is of commoner occurrence in country districts than in towns, and
this is the more to be deprecated as facilities for attending continuation classes are
much rarer in the districts where they are obviously most required—the backblocks
country. I have, &ec.,

G. HoesEeN,
Inspector-General of Schools.

Tasie A.—NUMBER OF CHILDREN FOE EACH YEAR OF AGE BETWEEN Fivii axp EicET YrARS
Orp, (1) v THE PoPULATION, (2) ATTENDING PUBLIC SCHOOLS (mxcLUDING MAORIS)

N December, 1905, December, 1910. ‘ December, 1911.

: ge, (... e - - —— ! i e

. ! Years. | | [

‘ Boys. Girls. f Total. Boys. Girls. ] Total. “ Boys. Girls, Total;‘

[ \ i ‘ g

1

5-6 9,487 9,256 | 18,743 | 10,748 10,521 | 21,269 [ 11,668 | 11,425 | 23,093
6-7 9,300 8.841 | 18,141 | 10,508 | 10,051 20,559 l 11,435 | 10,982 | 22,417
(1.) Population < 7-8 8,973 8,717 1 17,690 | 10,156 9,932 | 20,088 l 11,052 | 10,708 | 21,760

5-8 1 27,760 | 26,814 | 54,574 | 31,412 | 30,504 6].9]6[34,“35 33,115 | 67,270

.‘

L
v ( 56| 5,709 | 5,178 | 10,897 | 6,725 | 6,055 | 12,780 | 6,962 | 6.286 |.13,248
. . 6-7 | 7,193 6,539 | 13,732 | 8,059 | S.132 1 17,091 | 9,031 | $.324 | 17.355
(2.) Ab::hng(‘)’l‘g pu 'J“Cj 78| 7.804 | 7,348 | 15,152 | 9,048 | 8.344 | 17,392 | 9,766 @ 8,948 | 18714

5-8 120,716 | 19.065 | 39,781 | 24,732 | 22,531 | 47,263 25,759 | 23,558 | 49,317

L
(3.) Num ber attending 5-6 60-3 55-8 581 62-6 575 60-1 59-8 55-0 576
public schools (2), { 6-7 77-3 74-0 76-7 85-3 80-9 83-1 78-9 75-9 77-4
expressed as per-j 7-8 87-0 84-3 85-7 89-1 84-0 86-6 88-4 83-6 86-0
centage of popula-
tion | 58 74-6 71-1 72-9 78-7 73-9 76-3 75-4 71-2 73-3




jag

- | 1

27 E.—2.

TapLe B.— NuvuBeR o¥ OHILDREN BETWEEN FivE aND EigET YEARS OF AGE AND BETWEEN
TwELVE AND FIrTEEN YEARS OoF AGE IN THE POPULATION AND ON THE RowrLs oF PuBLic
ScEooLS, AND NUMBER IN PREPARATORY CLASSES (EXCLUDING MAORIS).

: (1) 1905-1911,

Increase per Cent.,
1905-11.

December, 1911.

| s

December, 1905.

Boys. Girls. Total. Boys. Gisls. Total. Boys. | Girls. | Total.

(1.) Number of population between five | 27,760 26,814 | 54,574 | 34,155 | 33,115 | 67,270 | 23-0 235 | 23-3
and eight years of age

(2.) Number of children attending public | 20,716 19,065 | 39,781 | 26,532 | 24,210 | 50,742 | 28] 26-9 | 275
schools between five and eight
years of age i

(3.) Number of children in the prepara- | 19.580 17,243 | 36,823 | 30,593 | 27,021 | 57,614 | 56:3 | 567 56-5
tory classes of the public schools -

(4.) Number of population between | 26,031 25,526 | 51,557 | 27,674 | 27,023 | 54.697 6-3 59 6-1
twelve and fifteen years of age

(5.) Number attending public schools 16,271 | 14,382 | 30,653 | 19,475 | 17,107 36.582 | 197 | 189 | 193
between twelve and fifteen years
of age ‘ ‘

(2) 1910-1911.

Increase per Cent.,
19

'\ December, 1910. December, 1911.

Boys. | Girls. | Total.

Boys. Girls. Total. Boys. Girls. Total.

(1.) Number of population between five | 31,412 | 30,504 | 61,916 34,155 | 33,115 | 67,270 88 \ 8-6 87
and eight years of age

(2.) Number of children attending public | 24,732 | 22,531 | 47,263 26,532 | 24,210 | 50,742 7-3 ‘ 74 T4
schools between five and eight ‘
years of age

(3.) Number of children in the prepara- | 29,479 | 26,084 | 55,563 30,593 | 27,021 | 57,614 3-8 ‘ 3-6 3-
tory classes of the public schools :

(4.) Number of population between | 27,056 | 26,418 53,474 | 27,674 | 27,023 | 54,697 281 23 2-3
twelve and fifteen years of age |

(5.) Number attending public schools | 18,486 | 16,676 | 35, 162 | 19,475 | 17,107 | 36,582 5
between twelve and fifteen years |
of age

2-6 40

o«

Tasre C—NunNBER 0F EUROPEAN CHILDREN IN NEW ZEALAND FOR BACH YEAR BETWEEN KFIve
AND Eiear YEars oF AGE, AND NUMBER RECORDED AS UNDER INSTRUCTION.

Age 5—6 Years. Age 6-7 Years. Age 7-8 Years.

Boys. Girls. Total. Boys. Girls. Total. | Boys. Girls. Total.

F 1

(1.) Poll;ula,tion(excludingM&oriS), Decem- |11,668 |11,425 23,093 {11,435 {10,982 122,417 (11,052 10,708 | 21,760

er, 1911

(2.) Attgnding public schools, December, | 7,131 | 6,408 {13,539 | 9,307 8,556 |17,863 {10,094 | 9,246 | 19,340
1911

(3.) Maori children attending public schools 169 122 291 276 232 508 328 298 626

schools

(4.) Eurohpeain children attending public | 6,962 | 6,286 (13,248 | 9,081 | 8,324 17,355 | 9,766 | 8,948 | 18,714
schools

(5.). Buropean children attending Native 20 11 31 40 28 68 38 28 66
schools i

(6.) Attending private schools (estimated 754 921 | 1,675 983 | 1,229 | 2,212 770 { 1,012 { 1,782
. from Registrar-General’s returns)
(7.) European children attending public | 7,736 | 7,218 |14,954 10,054 | 9,581 (19,635 |10,574 | 9,988 20,562
and private primary schools )

(8.) Percentage of European children on 663 63-2 64-7 879 873 87-6 957 93:3 94-5
rolls of public and private primary !
schools :
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DETAILED TABLES, ETC.
TaBLe Al.—NuMBER oF PusLic Scmoors, DecemBer, 1911.
[Classified according to Part I of First Schedule to the Education Amendment Act, 1908.]

s EE R . i’gg gs
. " 5 8 g o ;-. & "3 S . S .
et TR R 5 R 215252 . | 5 (a2
Average Attendance. | % g @ g _E % e 5 = S g H % % g Y 3 ot
3 G [ < ] S o

I Bl ld g |2 slel 8] 8 813 |8° |&°

! i
0 1-8 39 3 70 91 12| 41 18 4 9 3! '3 7 71 162 155
1 ‘ 9-15 15| 12| 82 291 29| 17| 29 9] 12| 28| 14| 43| 81| 393! 372
I 16-25 145 | 23| 42| 33| 25| 18| 30 7 5| 44| 22| 581 88| 480 | 469
111 26-35 791 18 22| 23 7 5 8 2 3| 83| 15 83| 35, 9283 | 284
v 36-80 118 | 27| 56| 87| 926 T 24 5 4| 49| 19| 53| 87| 462 | 448
v 81-120 18 6| 16 81 17 3 7 1 2] 23 4] 13 9 127( 126
yi{Vis 121-160 11 1 81 10 3 1 4] 8! .. 7 5 58 51
{VIB 161-200 7] .. 1 4 2 1 3 3 2 2 3 5 33 37
vl Vila  201-250 | .. 3 5 5 .. 1) .. 3| .. 5 1 34 35
{VIiIe 251-300 5 2| 3 4 3] .. 1) .. 41 .. 3 20 9271 24
VIIIa 301-350 4 4 2 20 o ] . 1 4 1 5 1 2 20
VIII{VIiIB 351-400 2 1 2 1 .. .. 3 2 1 1 13 15
VIIIc 401-450 51 .. 3 3 1 - - 4| .. 16 12
(IXa  451-500 1| ..] .. 1 . 1 2 1 1 7 8
];X1IXB 501-550 | 1 1 1 1 1 .. 2| .. 4 1 12 12
IXe  551-600 2 b I U 1 .. 4 5
Xa  601-650 4 1 3] .. 3 1. 12 9
X8 651-700 1 1 .. 1 1 1 5 8
Xec  701-750 4 .. 1 1 6 2
x]Xp  751-800 .. Y 1 1 .. 3 2
Xe  801-850 - 1 [ T N 2 4
Xr 851-900 2 [ 2 ]
Xe  901-950 | .. J N
Xu  951-1,000( .. .. .. ..o o o o oo 1
Xr 1,001-1,050 | .. .. .. " .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 .. .. .. 1 .
Totals for 1911 .. | 574 | 95| 201 | 176 | 127 | 89 | 126 | 82| 36 | 214 | 84 | 238 | 174 12,166 |2,006
Totals for 19107 .. | 545 | 93 | 196 | 167 | 122 | 84 [ 1922 | 35| 35| 208 | 82 | 938 | 169 2,096 | ..
Difference ..| 29| 2| 5| 9| 5 ’ 5 { 4 |- 3) 1 6| 2| ..| 5| 7

Nota.—Part-time schools, and main schools with side-schools attached, are counted separately, and are
included in the respective grades determined by the separate average attendance of each school.

TasLe Bl.—ScHooL ATTENDANCE AT PuBLic Scmoons ror 1911.

(Including Secondary Departments of District High Schools.)

¢

! | Average Attendance for
; ‘Whole Year (Mean of

Roll Numbers. Average Attendance of Four | Fercentage of the
; Quarters). A Mean of
: - ; : — ver%{g:l ]ngeekly
Eduoation Districts. Pupils Ad- Lot l;upi!s ﬁ%a'rgg"gf ; Four Quarters.
at Be- | TUHAY | during’|PUORERE Weekly | poo | g Total
ginning the 8 the of Roll of ys. x . B e
of Year. | Year. Year. Year. | ng‘;)tueis. ! . ; 1911, 1910,
Auckland .. .. | 35,518 | 21,286 | 14,755 | 42,049 41,228 | 19,182 | 17,169 | 36,351 88-2 875
Taranaki .. .| 5,271 2,628 | 1,762 | 6,187 6,146 | 2,873 | 2,556 | 5,429 88-3 869
Wanganui .. .. 112,864 | 7,170 | 5,239 | 14,795 14,674 | 6,963 | 6,085 | 13,048 889 868
Wellington .. | 15,976 | 8,854 | 6,929 | 17,901 17,742 | 8,435 | 7,546 | 15,981 901 896
Hawke’s Bay .. 9,019 4,780 3,208 | 10,591 10,423 4,840 4,382 9,222 885 885
Marlborough .. 2,109 921 685 2,845 2,259 1,105 965 2,070 91-6 887
Nelson .. .. 5,383 2,520 1,828 6,077 6,032 2,840 2,505 5,345 886 869
Grey .. .o 1,732 726 521 | 1,937 1,934 890 794 | 1,684 87-1 867
Westland .. .- 1,077 397 338 1,186 1,137 531 494 1,025 901 89-8
North Canterbury .. | 18,907 8,602 5,958 | 21,551 21,118 9,903 8,044 | 18,847 89:0 860
South Canterbury .. 5,180 1,764 1,191 5,753 5,670 2,644 2,458 5,102 90-0 878
Otago .. .. | 18,512 6,994 4,889 | 20,617 20,313 9,769 8,867 | 18,636 91-7 90-2
Southland .. .. ! 9,553 | 8,870 | 2,664 | 10,759 10,5568 | 4,978 | 4,468 | 9,446 895 87-3
Totals for 1911 .. (141,103 | 70,512 | 49,967 161,648 159,299 | 74,953 | 67,233 {142,186 898 |
Totals for 1910 .. (138,692 | 65,718 | 48,081 |156,324 | 154,756 | 71,715 | 64,023 |185,738 87-7 |
Difference .. | 2,411 | 4,799 | 1,886 | 5,324 4,643 | 3,238 | 3,210 | 6,448 16 ..
| ! i
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TaBLE B2.—CoMPARISON OF SCHOGL ATTENDANCE AT PubLic Scmoots ror 1910 anp 1911,
NorTH [sLAND AND SoutH ISLAND.

Average Attendance.

Distriots. — NS

1910. 1911, Difference.
- Auckland .. .. .. .. 34,140 36,351 2,211
Taranaki .. .. .. . 5,164 5,429 265
Wanganui . .. .. 12,281 13,048 767
Wellington .. .. .. 15,620 15,981 361
Hawke’s Bay .. .. .. 8,894 9,222 328
Totals, North Island .. .. 76,099 80,031 3,932
Marlborough .. .. .. 2,021 ! 2,070 49
Nelson .. .. . . 5,069 : 5,845 296
Grey .. .. .. .. 1,669 ; 1,684 15
Westland . .. .. 1,008 f 1,025 17
North Ca.nterbury .. .. 18,036 ! 18,847 - 811
South Canterbury . .. .. 4,874 : 5,102 2928
Otago .. .. .. .. 18,062 ; 18,636 574
Southland .. .. . 8,900 9,446 546
Totals, South Island .. .. 59,639 62,155 2,516
Totals for Dominion .. .. 135,738 142,186 6,448

TaBLe B3.—AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR THE YEAR 1911 ar THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS AS GROUPED IN

TaBLe Al, AS ESTIMATED FOR DETERMINING THE GRaADES oF ScmooLs. (Parr I o¥ THE

FirsT ScHEDULE TO THE EDUcCaTION AMENDMENT AcT, 1908.)

(Including Secondary Departments of District High Schools.)

, | ] R s
P - g g ® . i B & g
-1 g ! g g ;E; 4 IR a3 g | Totals | Totals
Grade. -1 a0z 0¥ ° 3 pr 2 2 | % . 2 for for
3 3 & E 2121 % 5| 2 \ 2% g2 5 g | tn | 180
< K e} O
2 el & | B g 1512 &k 81 8| 8 3
f : ]
0 1-8 259 20 42 40 48| 203 99 30 46! 27 14 37 64 929 814
I 9-15 1,496, 152 366 339 272 185 337 89| 1331 330, 185 479 345 4,708 4,504
)h 16-25 2,730, 496, 813 630 515 244 693 125 91| 897 444 1,169 838 9,685 9,050
111 26-35 2,437; 568 705 644 197 134] 203; 67 72 986, 427 978/1,080 8,448] 8,425
v 36-80 6,185/1,420| 2,870 | 1,9392| 1,257 844/1,168] 279/ 193 2,347 876 2,678(1,812 23,356] 22,187
v 81-120 1,878 572 1,720 905| 1,562| 225 697 76 182 2,277| 408 1,298, 935 12,730} 12,038
VI Via 121-160 1,561 139 940 | 1,249 486 134| 581 .. L 1,097 .. 951 718/ 7,856 7,119
Vis 161-200 1,385 .. 163 711 348] 207 55T, 549 i 871 382 606, 962 6,241] 6,868
VII {VIIa 201-250 2,586 .. 695 | 1,150 1,114 .. 217 .. o i 691 .. | 1,147 244} 7,844, 8,045
1VIIs  251-300 1,597 550 549 | 1,142 832 .. 255 .. .o 11,086 .. 970{ 579 7,560| 6,767
VIIIa 301-350 1,267 .. 916 645:  600| .. .. .. .. 11,830, 365 1,748 306 7,177 6,466
VIII4{VIIIB 351-400 756/ 383 782 352 .. .. .. .. .. 11,223 785 367, 895 5,048 5,789
Villc 401-450 2,246\ .. {1,329 | 1,21] .. 408! .. .. 316 . o1 1,79 .. 7,806{ 5,056
J]XA 451-500 521I .. .. 435 .. .. .. 474 .. : 999 505 501} .. 3,435 3,857
IX{IXB  501-550 591 5565 567 554 .. .. 598 .. ..o 1,158 .. | 2,112) 539 6,674 6,425
\IXe  551-600 1,236 604 .. .. .. .. .. .. L Te0s) L. .. .. 2,4451 2,402
Xa 601-650 2,525 .. 661 | 1,898 .. .. .. .. .o 11,859 .. 619 .. 7,562 5,525
XB 651-700 .. .. .. 672 o1 .. .. .. e .. 7251 710] 753] 3,561 6,227
Xc 701-750 2,938 .. .. .. 724 .. .. .. L . Tl L. 4,380 1,442
X Xp 751-800 . .. .. 778 758 .. . .. .. 827 .. .. .. 2,363 1,539
X® 801-350 761 .. .. 799 .. .. .. o .. .. .. .. 1,560, 8,184
XFr - 851-900 | 1,731 .. = o S T e e .. | 1,781 1,684
Xe  901-950 .. | .. ..
Xu 951-1,000 . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. el .. .. .. .. 1,018
X1 1,001-1,050 .. | .. .. .. A O (O RN I ' R B .| 1,087 ..
Totals, 1911 .. 86,686(5,459|13,118 [16,086] 9,414/2,084(5,405/1,689/1,033]19,147|5,11118,879(9,520/143,631/136,821
Totals, 1910 .. [34,364/5,178(12,307 [15,693| &,905/2,023|5,074/1,665/1,017|18,093(4,928/18,144]8,930/186,321 ..
Difference .. [ 2,322 281 811 393 509 61 331 24| 16| 1,054| 183 735 590, 7,310
The following notes are appended in explanation of this table :—
A.—The average attendance as given in Table B3 differs from that in Table B for the following
reasons i—

(1.) Under certain contingencies due to an exceptional fall in the attendance at an individual
school, the regulations provide that for each of one or more unfavourable quarters there may
be substituted the average of a favourable quarter of a preceding year. This substitution is
made for the sole purpose of determining the grade of the school, and consequently the amended
average attendance is used in the compilation of Table B3, which gives the schools according to
their grades. For statistical purposes the average attendance as given in Table B should be taken.

(2.) The totals of this table are for the mean of the four quarters of each school taken separately,
not the mean of the gross quarterly totals of all schools.

(8.) New schools, many of which were open for only part of the year, are included as having
an average attendance for the whole year; whereas in Table B the average attendance is included
only for those quarters during which the schools were open.

B.—This table shows the average attendance for determining she grades of schools. For
determining the staffs of schools, however, the ﬁgures require to be reduced by the attendance in
secondarv departments of distriet high schools, viz. : Grade V, 83; VIa, 101; VIs, 110; VIIa,
219;; VIIB, 120; VIIIa, 179; VIIIs, 139; VIIIg, 906 ; IXa, 78, IXB 80, TXo, 177; Xa, 52
Xe, 33; Xo, 34; Xbp, 225; XEg, 25 total, 1861.
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TaBLe D2.—ExamiNnaTion StaTisTIcs FOR 1911,

Number of Pupils. Standard VI Certificates granted.
Edneation Districts. | Total Roll _ . . . )
TR aifimeot | presenger | rosentin | Prosontin | Prowntin | by, | comps |

Exaﬁﬁ?nl::gi on Examination. Classes, VI Classes. [VII Classes.| ficioney. | teney. ) ’

e : 1 — ! S S

i :
Auckland .. .. 42, 337 i 40,213 15,765 2,216 ; 113 1,725 275 2,000
ki' .. .. 6,121 5,879 2,292 4 | 1 2
’g&?ﬁitglaa:nin - ] 14,821 | 14704 5,095 Bo7 - 639 | 199 335
Wellington .. e 18,089 ! 17,426 5,895 1,451 292 975 326 1,801
Hawke’s Bay .. 10,595 i 10,240 l/ 3,674 641 | 97 431 136 567
Marlborough .. 2,835 i 2,959 : T44 152 “ 27 97 28 125
Nelson .. .. 6,121 i 5,847 { 2,170 350 | 118 189 141 330
.. .. 1,933 ! 1,794 i 743 122 3 28
VGVr:s};land . - 1,186 | 1,058 404 2 | o 5 8 122
North G&nterbury .. 21,666 20,142 7,194 1,221 1 298 985 284 1,269
South Canterbury .. 5,769 5,585 2,017 436 | 135 274 98 372
Otago .. . 20,698 19,865 7,099 1,102 313 977 | 164 | 1,141
Southland .. .| 10,819 10,287 3,678 728 | 55 526 | 60 586
—_ :

Totals for 1911 .. 162,536 155,244 56,770 9,742 1,757 7,212 1,808 9,020
Totals for 1910 .. 157,338 150,552 55,056 9,454 1,901 6,499 1,941 8,440
Difference .. 5,203 4,692 1,714 288 ! - 144 713 -133 580

TABLE D3.—AvERAGE AGE oF PupiLs 1~y 1911 AT 7HE TIME OF ANNUAL EXAMINATION.

Average Ages for

Education Districts. Average Ages of the Pupils in each Class. all Distriots
|
P. 1 II. IIL Iv. V. VI VII. | 1811, 1910.
Yrs. mos.| Yrs. mos.| Yrs. mos.| Yrs, mos.| Yrs. mos.| Yrs. mos. Yrs. mos.| Yrs. mos.]Yrs. mos.| Yrs. mos.
Auckland 7 3 9 410 5111 612 5|13 4|14 1114 16, 9 9 9 9
Taranaki -8 0 9 5,10 4|11 8(12 413 1|18 11 ] 14 5 f 10 1 9 10
Wanganui 7 2 9 3|10 411 3|12 2{18 214 o 5 0 9 10 9 10
Wellington 6 11 9 1 9 9|11 0|11 812 11/18 9|15 . 3 9 9 9 10
Hawke’s Bay .. 7 1 8 8110 2|11 312 213 2113 9i{15 1 9 8 9 10
Marlborough .. 7 0 9 0|10 1|11 2112 41138 3|14 o 14 10 9 11110 10
Nelson .. 7 0 9 1110 311 4,12 4|13 92|14 0|14 17 9 9 9 9
Grey 7T 1 8 10110 1{10 11|11 10|18 o013 8§ i4 9 9 5 9 6
Westland 6 11 9 1110 110 1112 518 118 10} 15 4. 9 9 9 7
North Canterbury 6 11 9 0110 1]112 8;12 218 1|13 11 5 1 9 9 9 9
South Canterbury 7 0 9 1710 1,11 312 3|18 4|14 0|15 @2 9 10| 9 11
Otago 5 10 9 0116~ 2|11 312 3|13 214 o 5 1 9 8 9 9
Southland 6 10| 9 0110 1(11 2/12 2|18 o 13 11|14 1 ' 9 8, 9 9
Average for Dominion, | 7 1| 9 1[10 2|11 38|12 2 13 2138 1115 0 [ 9 9
1911 i
Range (difference be-| 1 2 0 9 0 8 0o 7 0o 9 0 5 0 5 1 3/ 0 8
tween highest and !
lowest) i
Average for Dominion, | 7 0] 9 210 2|11 8|12 3,13 1 14 0,15 0 | 9 10
1910 . : :
Range (difference be-{ 0 11| 0 5, 0 8| 0 8/ 0 5| 0 6| 0 4| 0 9 i 0 5
tween highest and ! ;
Jowest) ! ‘\
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Tasre D4.—NumBER oF PuPins

E.—2.

INSTRUCTED IN SEPARATE Susircrs, DrECcEMBER, 1911.

ha éo"j ,gé g Egj E,.. § . Ha.ndwork: —_—

i =35 | 58 | 2E | 288 | 3 £ ] %%
Education Distriets. §§‘§ . ;‘_‘5;};1 gg ;55 E ? g §%§ ,

SEwE| Z%p | 28 | 2ME B s g | S:z

ZHEH | Zed | o< | @5 R4 3 E g5
Auckland 42,049 | 31,939 | 4,215 892 | 12,764 | 1,248 | 1,468 | 98,447
Taranaki 6,137 4,917 799 333 2,472 246 258 3,528
Wanganui 14,795 | 12,239 | 2,708 | 1,006 | 4,881 498 535 | 12,964
Wellington .. .. .. 17,901 | 15,542 1,551 1,384 7,280 722 931 11,806
Hawke’s Bay 10,591 8,035 1 2,016 284 3,720 192 398 7,210
Marlborough 2,845 1,839 647 40 959 131 141 1,464
Nelson o .. C..| 6,077 | 4,641 692 172 1 2,672 391 260 : 4,061
Grey .. . . 1,937 1,758 45 122 552 41 ! 805
Westland 1,136 972 1 92 103 329 576
North Canterbury 21,551 | 18,528 | 2,471 1,138 | 9,365 1,033 : 1,083 13,231
South Canterbury 5,753 | 4,547 769 402 | 2,042 331 364 | 3,650
Otago .. 20,617 | 16,648 : 1,857 1,045 6,797 658 659 13,110
Southland . . 10,759 8,196 | 684 1,342 | 4,135 619 695 ‘ 8,916
Totals for 1911 161,648 129,796 ‘ 18,546 | 8,263 | 57,968 | 6,110 = 6,742 | 109,763
Totals for 1910 . 156,324 (136,341 i 15,159 54,606 | 5,155 | 5,532 | 100,772
Differenoce 5,324 ———6_,;1—5- —?;-,E 3,862 955 | 1,210 , 8,991

TaBrE D5.—STATISTICE IN REGARD TO PRIVATE ScHOOLS
Boarps For THE YEAR

INSPECTED BY OFFICERS OF EDUCATION
1911.

|
i Numb £
’ ‘ %’Otf'il | Np?:l.l;’ff Number present in SQ;L%&:E_%I
ion Distri Numfber Roll | %zgragde at : P Certificatesissued
Education District. . o 1s. | Number. | enA- | Annpal | Annual
Schools. | | ance. |gionina iHxamina-| Pre- | Standard | Standard Pr o
: \ | tion. tion. | baratory | VI VII g foney. [nsbone
i i ‘ J Classes. | Classes. | Classes. y. p e
|
%uckla!};@ .. 35 3,851 3,469 3,739 3,508 1,491 159 24 99 28
aranaki o 4 454 |+~ 415 442 412 136 59 1 20 13
Wanganui o 51 3,422 3,069 3,308 3,082 1,374 171 39 111 27
%Velli{ngtollal .. 14 1,688 1,508 1,631 1,530 . 652 130 55 99 23
awke’s Bay ... 12 1,007 877 976 871 278 61 2 39 12
Marlborough .. 6 204 181 202 188 69 14 2 11 2
Nelson .. .. 602 533 592 578 232 51 35 | 19 . 14
gvreytl d 4 §§3 449 481 419 160 21 28 ! 21 . ..
estlan .. 5 5 269 299 267 141 29 2 16 2
North Canterbury 21 | 1,877 1,608 1,787 1,589 630 125 40 76 ; 33
South Canterbury 5 506 413 497 469 135 30 12 21 8
Otago .. .. 10 951 844 938 860 333 46 1 33 | 7
Southland 8 554 449 517 460 143 32 3 16 l 5
|
Totals 183 | 15,914 | 14,084 15,404 | 14,238 5,774 928 | 244 581 ‘ 174
S R B I
5—E. 2
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» TaprLe BEl.—Scroon Svarr, DeceMBER, 1911 (EXCLUSIVE OF SECONDARY DEPARTMENTS OF DISTRICT

Adult.

i Hier Somoons).

- 3 Bp g o88le & o BRE23

e T ;2% |Headsof | Sole |Assistant | Total Number of Pupil- g8 3 o ?,2 Zgg & '§°§ §°

£9 | Schools. | Teschers | Teachers. | Adult Teachers. teachers. —§'§ 9 FEGI2ER S| E88ME

Education Districts ELG] ::é‘_’.rg 3 e 4,%3::3 g ZE ,;;g 2
Sw2 JRE— 4 dj ¥ e 3o (=4 %Qw @

' " | x ‘ ‘ % |25 B 235 %% : g85.0
M| F M P M| P M ‘ F. |Totald M. | F. | £ |8T 2 255 |3«1s E| 2. o¥3

| l | _ | 5 2% £ 283|278 B iedER

Auckland .. .. 574 174| 16| 186| 141] 78| 358| 438 515 953 51| 150 201 || 1,154! 85-05] 36,057 34:21
Taranaki .. .. 95! 250 15i 13| 40 8 51 46| 106 152 1 20 21 173 48+40; 5,388 32:72
Wanganui .. 201 84 9| 59 46| 25 128 168 183 3511 19 54| 73 424 91-80f 12,822 33-05
Wellington .. 176, 69 9| 26/ 65 49| 183| 144, 257 401) 11 59| 63 464 | 56-03| 15,670 3619
Hawke’s Bay . 127] 52 7| 20/ 46/ 21| 99 93| 152 245 18 43| 58 303 61-18/ 9,185 33:84
Marlborough .. 89 11 2 15| 61 2] 20 28 83 111 .. 3 3 114} 3573 2,070 18:32
Nelson .. .. 126] 32 5| 16| 65 5/ 58 53 128 181 5 24 29 210| 41-41] 5,258 2683
Grey .. .. 32 6 3 3 19 2 20 11 42 53 3 2 5 58| 2619 1,643 29-34
Westland . . .. 36 5 2 2l 26 1 9 8 37 45 2 4 6 51| 21-62 988 2058
North Canterbury .. 214 96 4/ 21| 90| 44| 193 161 287 448( 33 90| 128 571 | 56-10| 18,586 36-35
South Canterbury .. 84| 24 3| 14 43 8| 48 46 94 140 10| 18| 28 168! 48-94 4,980 32-84
Otago .. .. 238| 100 1 32] 103] 54} 201| 186/ 305 491 17 37| b4 545| 60-98| 18,390 3550
Southland .. 174| 50 9l 45| 69 16/ 84, 111, 162 2731 12 31| 48 316| 6852 9,415 31-91
Totals for 1911.. |2,166| 728/ 85| 452 814 318/1452(1,493(2,351| 3,844] 179| 528 707 4,551 | 63:50/141,170 3362

Totals for 1910.. 12,096 712| 72| 445| 798| 299|1887|1,456(2,252] 3,708} 174| 5926| 700 || 4 ,408| 64:65/133,780* 32:97*
Difference. . 70, 16| 18] 7 21| 14/ 65 87 99 136 5 2l 7 143} —1-15| 7,390 065

i f | i

* The figures for 1910 have been amended.
Exclusive of probationers: 1910, 32 male and 151 female ; 1911, 41 male and 178 female.

1

TasLe K2.—TrAcHERS, CERTIFICATED AND. UNCERTIFICATED, 31sT DECEMBER, 1911, (ix Pusric
ScroOLS, EXCLUSIVE OF TEACHERS IN SECONDARY SOHOOLS AND SECONDARY DEPARTMENTS
or District HicH ScHoous).

Certificated. Uncertificated. [

| px v o E

Education Districts. @ ‘ é e @ § g’EE n® 2 §§ 3]

28 | 2% | @ | g% | zgsydSz! 2E%E 3 T

5.9 o] 3 Za 8937 ua S 832 8 g

= =0 =] = o el = Qg = 1) <

<g-| &% & s | SdpEEfE | o4& & 8

B =S o= ZaHFS B
=83 Be
Auckland .. .. 679 . 679 8 63 203 274 953
Taranaki . .. 96 .. - 96 2 12 49 56 152
Wanganui . .. 226 . 226 9 36 80 125 351
Wellington e .. 327 .e 327 8 23 43 74 401
Hawke’s Bay .. . 183 .. 183 6 12 44 62 245
Marlborough .. .. 39 . 39 1 7 64 72 111
Nelson .. .. 112 .. 112 4 23 42 69 181
Grey .. .. .. 22 .. 22 6 4 21 31 53
Westland .. .. 15 .. 15 .. 7 23 30 45
North Canterbury .. 389 .. 389 9 24 26 59 448
South Canterbury . 119 .. 119. 4 8 9 21 140
Otago e .. 411 .. 411 6 44 30 80 491
Southland .. .. 165 .. 165 8 22 78 108 273
Total .. .. 12,788 .. | 2,788 71 985 705 {1,061 3,844
e
TapLE E2.—As ABOVE, BUT EXCLUDING GrADEs O anp 1.

Auskland .- .. 669 . 669 8 56 137 201 870
Taranaki . A 95 . 95 2 12 30 44 139
Wanganui .. - 224 . 224 9 31 . 48 88 312
Wellington .. .. 322 .. 322 7 16 19 42 | 364
Hawke's Bay .. .. 177 .. 177 5 8 21 34 211
Marlborough .. .. 36 .. 36 1 6 10 17 53
Nelson .. .. 107 .. 107 2 16 - 11 29 136
Grey .. .. .. 22 .. 22 6 1 11 18 40
Westland .. .. 15 . 15 .. 2 8 0 | 25
North Canterbury .. 376 . 376 8 17 16 41 417
South Canterbury .. 114 .. 114 2 7 .. 9 198
Otago .. .. .. 403 .. 403 6 25 11 49 445
Southland .. .| 163 .. 163 7 T 50 74 J 237
Total .. .. 12,728 .. 2,723 63 214 372 649 f 3,372




P

TapLe E8.—Howupers or TracHErs CERTIFICATES IN THE SErvicE oF Epucarioxn BoarRDs AT
31st DrceMBER, 1911.

(Arranged according to Sex of Teachers and Class of Certificate.)

- Digtrict. \1 Class A. \ Class B. Class C: l Class D. \ Clags E. Total Certificate-holders.
{
— M. l F. ‘Total. M. ~ F. |Total. M.!F. Total. M.} F. |Total. M.‘ F. |Total M. F. Total.
I —— — [ \ ;
Auckland .. 5 5 25 1 26 1151 57‘, 208 1148/167) 3156{ 17/108 135 346 [5]| 333 [5] 679(10]
Taranaki .. .. 1 2 3 119 11| 30 9| 31 40| 4f 19y 23 33 [1) 63 96 1]
Wanganui .. 3 | 3 9 1 10 | 44| 17] 61 | 51| 54| 105| 11} 86; 47 118 [8]| 108 [2] 226[10]
‘Wellington .. 2 P2 22 4 926 | 29! 80! 59 | 69{123] 192| 3| 45 48 125 [5]| 202 (8] 327 [18]
‘ Hawke’s Bay ‘ .. 13 2 15 | 26| 10} 86 | 32| 68 95| 9| 28] 387 80 (3)| 103 [2] 183 [5]
' Marlborough .. | - 21 .. 2 20 5 7| 11 19 23] 2/ 5 7 17 22 39
Nelson .. 1 o1 6 4 10 | 14| 11} 25 | 11} 41 52| 6| 18 24 38 [1] 74 4] 112 [5)
Grey .. LT bor b e Y. 2| a1y 17 .| 8 3 8 [1]| 14 [1] 22 (2]
Westland .. | .. | . | . 1].. 1 1 .. 1 3l 9 12 .0 1 1 5 [1] 10 (1] 15 [2]
N. Canterbury| 2 2 4 36 | 11 47 | 51! 531 104 | 54137 191! 9| 34| 43 152 [7]| 237 [6] 389[13]
S. Canterbury 1] .. 1 14 3 17 | 10| 16| 26 | 15| 42 57! ..| 18] 18 40 [2] 79 (3] 119 [5]
Otago. . 3 1 4 34 | 13 47 | 54] 60| 114 | 66/1421 208 7| 81| 38 164 [4]] 247 [9] 411137 |
Southland 31 .. 3 9 6 15 | 16] 10| 26 | 30| 55 85| 16| 20, 86 T4 91 [2] 165 [2]
Totals .. | 20 3|93 (172 | 47 | 219 419(280| 699 |505 887] 1,892 84|366| 450 l1,200[38] 1,583[48]} 2,783[81]
\

Nore.—Numbers in brackets represent assistants employed in secondary departments of district high schools
included in other numbers.

TapnE B4 —AVERAGE SALARY OF TEACHERS, AND AvErRAGE NUMBER TAUGHT BY EACH TEACHER.

All Grades: Excluding Average Salary, exclud-
Adult Teachors.  |Averesy Nomber| S150e5 020d 1] (nee BB Ay, | ng Gredes Dand 1,
District. mg&%ﬁ?ﬁfh;r’ to One Teacher, ults only.
“:\ﬁw‘f‘__ _El v One | Fofmueas One M F M 7
I B otal. s Aduit. : i - .
£ s d| £ s d| £ s 4] £ s 4
Auckland .. .. 438 515 953 34-21 3650 180 13 0| 120 19 5/ 196 0 B8/ 125 17 O
Taranaki .. .. 46 106 152 32:72 34-69 191 18 5/ 127 12 8/ 196 2 8/ 132 2 1
Wanganui .. 168 183 351 33-06 3577 185 4 11| 114 17 5/ 194 1 9,120 12 8
Wellington .. 144 257 401 36-19 3892 209 9 0 124 7 38/ 214 12 2| 130 15 11
Hawke’s Bay .. 93 152 245 8384 3752 206 11 11 113 16 9| 218 19 4; 123 10 10
Marlborough .. 28 83 111 1832 30-84 155 13 11| 78 8 8§ 191 8 6 120 3 11
Nelgon .. .. 53 128 181 2683 . 32-43 186 O 5/ 108 10 9| 204 17 9/ 123 1 1
Grey . .. 11 42 53 29-34 3556 202 0 0| 119 4 6,232 4 5113016 2
Westland .. .. 8 37 45 20-58 29-82 184 5 0 97 8 0 214 3 4/128 7 11
Worth Canterbury .. 161 287 448 36-35 3859 216 6 10| 125 4 10/ 217 18 7,129 6 2
South Canterbury .. 46 94 140 32:34 34:96 206 7 7| 128 3 10 211 13 5/ 152 3 2
Otago .. .e 186 305 491 3550 3838 908 13 10| 118 ¢ 5 212 11 5/ 12219 1
Southland Lo 111 ) 162 273 8191 3513 197 2 0/ 125 1 6| 188 .5 2 13212 7
Average, all dis- .. .. .. 3362 3727 196 6 1| 118 13 14/ 204 3 4}/126 16 3
triots ~
Average M and 148 16 & 158 14 6

T, all districts

Nore.—Grade 0 school is one with average attendance 1-8; Grade 1 school, 9-15,
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TaBLe F3.—Rerurn or OrriciRs oF EpucarioN Boarps ~NoT INCLUDED 1N -APPENDIX E. as
e AT 3lsT DECEMBER, 1911,
" Annual 1
J— Rate of Remarks.
= i Salary. ‘
Auckland,— £ s
Secretary and Treasurer .. 526 0
Assistant Secretary 350 0
Accountant . 275 0
Clerks, 8—1 at £180 1 a.t £l50 330 0
1 at £130, 1 at £115 245 0
1 at £110, 1 at £85 195 0
1 at £80, 1 at £60 140 0
Inspectors, 7—1 at £600 .. 600 0 !) With travelling-allowance in each
1 at £425 .. 425 0 } case of 178. 6d. a day beyond
4 at £400 .. 1,600 0 certain radins.
1 at £350 .. 350 0 | With actual travelling-expenses.
Prinecipal of training college 600 0
Relieving-teachers, 6—1 at £240 .. 240 0
1 at £210,1 at £100 310 0
) 3 at £90 270 ©
Architect 600 0 | With actual travelling-expenses.
Draughtsmen, 21 at £2 10s. per week 130 0
1 at £2 5s. per week 117 ¢
Truant Officer ) 75 0 } Wliph £10 for town tra.vellming; travel-
ing-expenses in country.
Tutors, part time at tralnlng collegc—l at £60, 1 at £45 9% 0
Total .. 7,672 0
Taranaki,—
Secretary and Treasurer .. 290 0
Clerks, 3—1 at £70, 1 at £40, 1 at £30 140 0
Inspeetor and Director of Tochnical Education 375 0 | With travelling-allowance.
Inspector . 300 0 | With travelling-aliowance.
Organizer of School Work 200 0 | With travelling-allowance.
Clerk of Works .. . 275 0
Truant Officer 113 0
Total 1,693 0
Wanganui,—
Secretary and Treasurer .. 295 O
Clerks, 6—1 at £265, 1 at £200 465 0
1 at £90, 1.at. £65 155 0
1 at £40, 1 at £26 66 0
Inspectors, 3—1 at £550 550 0 | With travelling-allowance, £100.
2 at £400 800 0 | Each with travelling-allowance, £150.
Organizer of School Work 300 0 | With actual travelling-expenses.
Relieving-teachers—2 at £100 200 0
Clerk of Works .. 208 0 | With actual travelling-expenses.
Draughtsman 120 0
Truant Officer 260 0 | With travelling-allowance, £40.
Total .. 3,419 0
Welington,—
Secretary and Treasurer .. .. 4710
Clerks, 6—1 at £290, 1 at £260 550 0
1 at £200, 1 at £175 375 0
1 at £105, 1 at £100 205 0
- 5! 5 I . .
InsPecf'OlS" 3 { :: 2432 i ab £450 ggg g i Fach with travelling-expenses..
Principal of training college . - 600 0
Clerk of Works .. . 300 0 | With travelling-expenses.
Draughtsman . 160 0
Truant Officer .. . 190 0 | With travelling-expenses.
Total 4,305 0
Hawke’s Bay,—
Secretary and Treasurer .. 400 ©
Accountant .. 210 O
Clerk—1 at £80 . 80 0 : ) )
Tnspectors, 2—1 at £675, 1 at £500 LIT5 0 rr%‘éﬂgfﬁoﬂl‘ﬁggﬁfnezge included;
Foreman of Works i 275 0 - With actual travelling-expenses.
Total .. 2,140 0 |
|
Marlborough,— }
Secretary and Treasurer .. 225 0
Clerk .. .. .. 25 0 | With 4 - .
11 Wi ravelling-allowance, £75. and
Inspector . .. 350 0 " launch.hire. € 75, an
Trysnt Officer, 2—1 at £57, 1 at £10 67 0!
Total .. . 867 0 |

—
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TasLe’ F3.—Retumy or OFFICERS OF EDUCATION BoArRDS NoT INCLUDED N Arpenpix E, Erc.

—con tmur’rl

Annual
. — Rate of . Remarks.
Salary.
Nelson,— £ 8
Secretary and Treasurer .. 250 0
Clerks, 2—1 at £120 and 1 at 560 180 0
Inspectors, 2—1 at £400 and | at £300 700 ¢ : Each with travelling-allowance, £130.
Architect .. 5 percent. on contracts, and travelling-
expenses.
Total 1,130 0
Grey,—
Secretary and Clerk of Works 260 0O
Clerk 52 0
Inspector and "Director of Technical Education 380 0 |
Truant Officer 50 0
Total 742 0
Westland,—
Secretary and Inspector .. 325 0 | With travelling-allowance, £75.
Jlerk and Truant Officer .. 130 0
Total i 455 0
North Canterbury,— ‘
Secretary ‘ 500 i
Treasurer 350
Clerks, o———l at £225 1 a,b £l]0 | 335 \
1 at 1100 2 at £70 [* 240
Inspectors, 4-—1 at £500 .. 500

2 at £475 ..

1 at £425 ..
Principal of training college .
Tutor, part time at training college
Architect .. .
Draughtsman
Foreman of Works

Toreman of Works
Truant Officers, 2—1 at £155
1at £52 ..
Total
South Canterbury,—

Secretary and Inspector ..
Inspector

Clorks, 2—1 at £200 and 1 at £60. .

Architeet . ..
Foreman of Works ..
Truant Officer

Total ..

Otago,—

Secretary and Treasurer ..
Clorks, b—1 at £285, 1 at £240

1 at £160, 1 at £140

1 at £70 . .
Inspectors, 4—1 at £500, 1 at £400

1 at £450, 1 at £350

Principal of tra.mmg coliege
Architect ..
Draughtsman
Truant Officer
Fymnastic Instructor

Total .. ..

Southland,—
Secrstary and Treasurer ..

Clerks, 31 at £260 10s., 1 at £125, 1 at £70

Inspectors, 2—1 at £4.)0 1 at £400
Architect . .
Assistant Architect
Physical Instructor

Trnant Officer and cn.retakex of ofﬁcm

Total
Grand total .

} Fach with actual travelling-expenses.

With actual travelling-expenses.

©

(23

(=
SOoOOOoOoOCoOCOO

4s. per day extra whilst away from
home, and actual travelling - ex-
penses.

175 0 | 2s. per day extra whilst away from

home, and actual travelling-ex-

penses
155 0
52 0
5152 0
.. 325 0 ' With travelling-allowance, £50.
.| 600 0 Including travelling-allowance.
. 260 0
.. 6} per cent. commission.
00 0
| 40 0 | With travelling-expenses.
————— |
| 1,425 0
450 0
5256 0
300 0
70 0
2(5)8 8 }Each with £150 travelling-allowance.
600 0
400 0 | With actual travelling-expenses.
208 0O
200 0 | With actual travelling-expenses.
110 ©0
| 4613 0
425 0
455 10
850 0 | Each with actual travelling-expenses.
325 0 | With actual travelling-expenses.
200 0 | With actual travelling-expenses.
110 0 { With actual travelling-expenses.
175 0 | With actual travelling-expenses,

.e

e

35,853 10
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Ta E.duc&tion Districts.

“Auckland
Taranaki
Wanganui
Wellington
Hawke’s Bay
Marlborough
Nelson

Grey ..
Westland

North Ca.nterbury. )
South Canterbury

Otago ..
‘Southland

Totals

42
TABLE F6.—GENERAL ACCOUNT: CasH AssETS AND LIABILITIES OF BoARDS oN 318T DECEMBER,
1911.
1911,
1910
Assets and Deficits. Liabilities aud Balances. o
——— e
i . !
Cash. all)luse’ogfcrgsl' Deficits. d?a‘.lfetxsl.. Goxglrlgrtx?enb. Lit?lfik]lietries. , Balances, | Defloits. TBE]B‘DCGE.
1 S S R S A NN S
| i ]
e e g | g £ T £ £
3,920 . 9,368 oo . .. 1,916 | 11,3872 - 7,261
577 1,933 . . .. 70 2,440 793
5,672 | 5,740 .. - 792 2,276 8,414 5,371
3,123 8,809 | . . L 1,648 5,984 8,976
2,701 ¢ 3,809 | .. .. 1,418 4,592 3,051
11 1,043 | .. .. 346 708 .. 381
.. 1,846 | 128 1,323 149 .. 563 ..
26 272 ! .. .. 97 201 .. 504
305 142 . 40 407 | 457
723 6,383 | ! .. 3,937 3,169 | 1,433
646 2,178 | N 559 2,960 1,197
2,792 4,314 ! | .. 2,275 4,831 3,080
3,561 3,246 | J s 1,528 | 5,279 | 3346
43,078 | 126 J 1,323 } 792 | 16,259 | 48,957 563 | 30,850
| \

TaBLE F7.—MAINTENANCE GRANTS PAID
Epucarion Boarps our oF CoONSOLI
Scroor BUILDINGS AND FOR RENT OF

. } 24,057

Auckland
‘Taranaki
Wanganui
Wellington

Hawke’s Bay ..

Marlborough
Nelson

Grey
Westland

North Canterb{li‘y
South Canterbury

Otago
Southland

W

Education Board.

Total .-

TapLE F8. - GrRANTS PAID TO EDUcATON
Year ENDING 318T MarcH, 1912, wor
TEMPORARY PREMISES, AND R XPENSES
DURING REBUILDING :—

Educavion Boards.

" Auckland
‘Taranaki
Wanganui
Wellington ..
Hawke’s Bay ..
Otago .

Total expenditure

Distribution of

Payments

DURING THE YEAR ENDING 3187 MarcH, 1912, vo
DATED FUND ForR THE GENERAL MAINTENANCE oOF
Buirpinas,.

the Ordina; to s t of Rer_m 9f School
Maix?tenang rz;i:gingo?)lg Bullgl‘ngs and
Grant for 1911. Buildings. ites.
S L
£ £ s d £ s d.
17,039 . 1,018 10 6
2,565 .. 81 210
6,082 20 0 0 223 18 10
7,250 ..
4,993
1,133
3,729 ) ..
1,348 | 2 13 6
1,246 | .. ..
9,248 | 180 0 0 15 0 0
3263 | 270 0 0 .
11,128 , . 50 17 0
593 | 7 0 0 J 115 3 5
4,887 | 545 0 o 1,520 6 1
£75432 0 0

Cost of Rebuilding.

Boarps ovr or Consorvarep Fusp DURING THE
REBUILDING SCHOOLS DESTROYED By Fire, Rent or
OF FITTING UP TEMPORARY PrEMISKS ¥or Use

—ix'x

Rent, &e., of

Temporary Premises.

£ s d. £ 8 d.
1,055 0 0 127 18 2
1550 0 0 .
3915 9 3 | 1270 o
2120 0 0 | .
425 0 0

8 0 0 ‘
9073 9 3 | 139 18 2

£9218 7 5

e
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TaBLE I’O.—GranTs PAID TO EDpUcaTioN Bosrps our or THE Pubric Works FuxD DURING

THE YEAR ENDING 3lsT MarcH, 1912, For ApDITIONS TO ScHoOL BuIiLDINGS, FOrR NEW
ScHooL Buinpings, AND TreacHERS' RESIDENCES.
Education Board. | New Schools. } Additions. i Residences.
\
T | |

; £ 8. d.[ £ s, d. £ 5. d.
Auckland .| 574913 5 [ 9,116 11 10 1,100 0 0
Taranaki O 863 4 3| 700 0 O 697 0 O
Wanganui 1760 0 0| 386315 10| 2,710 1 8
Wellington 2,098 14 0 2,520 10 O 1,675 0 0O
Hawke’s Bay .. 1,570 0 0 1,766 16 0 590 0 0

Marlborough 150 0 0O 173 10 0 ..
Nelson 822 7 4 200 0 O 465 0 0
Grey .. 700 0 O 43 0 O

Westland . 154 5 0 .. a ..
North Canterbury 3202 0 0| 197 10 0’ 200 0 0
South Canterbury 1,380 0 0] 2,740 0 0 600 0 O
Otago 742 13 0 1,407 0 O ( 409 11 0
South and 1,360 0 0 | 1,335 18 0 | 80 0 0
19,872 17 0 | 24,721 11 8| 87569 12 8

Total .. 53,164 1 4

TaBLe F10.--Buippinegs Accounr (NeEw DBUuiLDINGS AND ADDITIONS
BuinpiNgs, INCLUDING LaND Sares AccounNt aNp RENTS):
oF Boarps on 8lst DEcEMBER, 1911.

AND MAINTENANCE OF
Casx AssETs AND LIABILITIES

1911.
. _ . . 1910.
Fducation Districts. Assets and Deficits, Liabilities and Balances. I i
|
Cash. a.ll)lugoflfx?clgs: Deficits. 8{";‘?“4; Lia%?lliifes. |Balances. Defioits. |Balances.
i ! | \
£ £ £ | & £ £ F £

Auckland 15,555 | 23,122 R 90,130 ; 18,547 ~. i 13,752
‘Taranaki 456 7,164 B 5,952 | 1,668 A 811

Wanganui . 3,978 | 9,619 | 11,535 2,062 | .. 1,192 | .

Wellington .. 445 7,183 | .. : .. 6,662 | 966 261 ..
Hawke's Bay 4,226 | 5,855 | 4,813 | 4,768 o 5.3
Marlborough 50 1,018 | 799 269 ‘ 778
Nelson 1,485 2,133 ! 375 . 3,243 I 1,818
Grey 168 766 | 495 439 } 8
“Westland 508 324 | 117 715 ! 452
“North Canterbury 5,707 6,684 I 6,549 5,842 . 5,081
South Canterbury 862 4,685 .. .. 2,262 | 3,285 3,097
-Qtago .. 4,064 | 1,502 788 4,778 .. | 749
‘Scuthland 1,655 | 2,606 P 2,661 | 1,600 | 3,438

| .

Totals 31,117 | 69,082 | 11,121 12,323 | 57,655 41,312 | 1,423 i 35,145

‘TaLE Fll.—ScHoor, BUILDINGS MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT :

31T DECEMBER, 1911.

CasH AssETS AND LIABILITIES AT

1910. 1911

Education Districts. Net Credit lanc | Net Credit
Bala‘x)xfc%?e:t; .End a(éa]sal:‘ f(a;taY e:,sr. Assets. i Liabilities. Balaglfc«;[se::’ End

T ] | |

£ s 4 £ 8 d 5. d. | £ s d £ s d
Auckland 18,112 10 7 ; 15,343 17 6 i 592 18 10 14,750 18 8
“Taranaki 2,632 13 0 3,145 0 9 018 9 11! . 3663 10 8
Wanganui 11,612§13 5 | 13,206 15 4 I 1395 9 0 | 14,602 4 4
Wellington 8,963 14 0 9,809 19 1 J 266 6 11 ; 10,076 6 0
Hawke’s Bay 10,087 8 5| 15579 7 7 640 19 0 \ . 16,220 6 7
Marlborough 2,106 0 6/ 2,070 10 2 | #7161 L6213 3
Nelson 2,690 17 2 2,811 7 10 814 0 0, “. [ 3,625 7 10
Grey .. 924 0 2| 1,376 0 8 293 12 6 | ‘ 1,669 13 2
Westland 241 10 6 497 12 11 206 0 0! .. 703 12 11
North Ca,nterbury 13,816 9 5 8,233 17 7 2,296 18 6 5,936 19 1
‘South Canterbury 3,024 14 5 3,592 9 2 148 5 11 3,444 3 3
Otago .. . 7,499 110 1,805 2 1 44 2 3 1,360 19 10
‘Southland 8487 0 4 8,817 16 2 ; 290 9 2 8,627 7 0
Totals 1911 90,096 13 9 | 86,289 16 10 4,134 17 4 ; 4,210 11 7 86,214 2 7
Totals 1910 .. . .. \ .. 90,096 13 9
Difference ; ~3,882 11 2
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TasLe F12.

P

The following table shows the percentage of expenditure by the several Education Boards on
administration for the years 1909, 1910, and 1911 (including in this term all the items which are

. imcluded under that heading in Table F2—viz., salaries of office staffs, Inspectors, Truant

" Officers, &c., "and the ordinary office contingencies—but excluding the incidental expenses of
schools), together with mean of percentages for three years 1909-11 :—

2

) Percentage. PMea.n of
ercentages
Education District. s ) for
! Three Years,
g 1909. 1910. 1911. 1909-11.
|
Auckland - 42 39 37 | 39
Taranaki ... 57 51 59 53
Wanganui 4-7 49 46 4-7
Wellington 4-4 4-0 41 42
Hawke’s Bay 4-7 45 44 45
Mariborough 66 62 61 63
Nelson 59 53 52 55
Grey e 81 78 - 81 80
Westland 77 86 83 82
North Canterbury ... 40 4-7 4-0 42
South Canterbury ... 49 4-7 4-4 4-7
Otago 42 40 43 42
Southland 51 50 44 48




APPENDIX A.

REPORTS OF EDUCATION: BOARDS.

AUCKLAND.

Sir,— Auckland, 17th April, 1912,

In acordance with the provisions of the Education Act, 1908, the Education Board of the
District of Auckland has the honour to submit the following report of its proceedings for last
ear :—
Y Boarp.—The members now in office are: North Ward, Mr. A. R. Harris, Mr. G. W. Murray,
and Mr. J. D. McKenzie; East Ward, Mr. E. C. Banks, Mr. A. J. Farmer, and Mr. H. J.
Greenslade; West Ward, Mr. C. T. Barriball, Mr. G. Edgecombe, and Mr. G. J. Garland. Owing
to his election to the position of Mayor of the City of Auckland, Mr. C. J. Parr found it necessary
in May last to resign his office as Chairman of the Board. Mr. Parr retired from his office as
member in August. The Board placed on record its high appreciation of his services, both as a
member and also as Chairman of the Board. Mr. G. J. Garland was elected Chairman in Mr.
Parr’s stead. The Board records its appreciation of the services of Mr. D. B. Wallace, who retired
in August. Twenty-three meetings of the Board were held during the year, with an average
attendance of seven members. A Committee of the whole Board meets every fortnight to deal with
matters of finance and the appointment of teachers. ‘

ArrENDANCE.—At the end of the December quarter the number of scholars on the roll was
42,049, and the average attendance for that quarter was 37,585, the average attendance for the
year being 36,350. There were 2,471 Maori and half-caste scholars in attendance at 279 schools.
Arrangements are made in ten distriets for the conveyance of children to school. Five schools
were permanently closed during the year—viz., Kaikinekine, Scoria Flat, Tapuwai, Union
Collieries, and Owhata. :

TracarRs . —The number of teachers employed at the end of the year was 1,223, being an
increase of seventy-six during the year. The number of adult teachers was 973, and the number
of pupil-teachers and probationers was 250. During the year very considerable difficulty has
been experienced in securing the services of competent teachers for remote rural schools. Sixty-six
Training College students retired at the end of 1911, and those were practically all employed in
the beginning of the present year.

Frvaxce.—The amount of receipts for the year was £243,530 10s. 6d. The expenditure was
£249,262 15s. 4d , made up as follows: Administration and teachers’ salaries, £184,094 19s. 1d.;
secondary education, £5,723 ls. 7d.; manual and technical instruction, £22,788 4s. 7d.; main-
tenance of buildings, £14,762 13s. 2d.; teachers’ house allowances, £5,504 6s. 4d. £16,389
10s. 7d. was expended on new school buildings. The balance at the end of the year was £19,353
14s. 1d., including a fixed deposit to the credit of the Seddon Memorial Technical College of
£2,101 3s. 4d. The Board again expresses its opinion that any proposal to impose on local rates
any part of the cost of education is objectionable.

Bumipings.—During the year eleven new schools were built, eleven school buildings were
enlarged, and three residences were erected. Seven marquee tents were supplied to provide
temporary school accommodation in districts where for various reasons it was impossible to arrange
for the erection of school buildings. At the end of the year school was held in 128 private build-
ings. Competent foremen are employed under the direction of the Architect to carry out the
necessary repairs, improvements, and renovation of buildings. The Ruapekapeka East school
building was destroyed by fire during the year.

Owing to the rapid inerease of population in the Auckland City and suburbs, it has been
necessary to provide additional accommodation in private buildings to relieve the overcrowding
at the Edendale, Mount Eden, and Onehunga Schools. It is anticipated that the new schools about
to be erected in Mount Eden and at Te Papapa (Onehunga) will relieve the congestion.

Considerable difficulty is often experienced in providing school accommodation in districts
where the number of children is too small to warrant the erection of a standard pattern school
building. In such cases where the number of children is between ten and twenty, the Board has
in several instances applied for a grant to provide an inexpemsive building, to be constructed
so that when the population increases and a larger building is required it may be utilized as a
shelter-shed or school-porch.

In order to make provision for renewing worn-out buildings, the Board has placed £13,000
on fixed deposit at the bank.

TraiNiNg COLLEGE.—During the year 101 students were in attendance. A junior model school
has been established on the recommendation of the Committee of Advice. The Board considers
that the salaries provided for junior assistants at the Normal School are inadequate. Representa-
tions regarding this matter have already been made to the Department,

i—E. 2 (App. A).
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Distrior Hier Scaoons.—The number of district high schools in operation at the end of the

year was nine. The Hamilton West District High School was disestablished on the opening of a
high school at Hamilton. Serious difficulty is often experienced in obtaining the services of
assistants qualified to teach agriculture and other science subjects in the secondary departments
.of distriet high schools.
- FrEE CLASS-BOOKS.—Arrangements have been made for the supply of free class-books to all
pupils. The grant for the current year is based or the roll-number at the end of the December
quarter, 1911. As the roll-number of scholars in this district is rapidly increasing, it is probable
that the grant will be found to be insufficient to meet requirements, and that representations will
have to be made to the Department on this matter.

Prvsrcan ANp MintTary DRinL.~—Due attention has been given to the requirements of the Act
in the instruection of pupils in physical and military drill.

ManvaL anp TrcHNICAL INsTRUOTION.-—During the year steady. progress was made in manual
training and technical instruction. Technical classes were carried on in Auckland City as in
previous years, in temporary buildings, on account of the Seddon Memorial Technical College not
having yet been completed. This building should have been finished in November, 1910, but,
owing to unforeseen difficulties, it is not yet ready for occupation. The number of individual
students in attendance at technical classes in Auckland City last year was 1,348.

Manual-training schools were opened during the year at Hamilton and Cambridge, and others
will be opened shortly at Devonport, Pukekohe, Helensville, and Waihi.

The awarding of special prizes to schools making a special feature of school-gardens has given
a considerable impetus to the teaching of nature-study and elementary agriculture in the primary
schools, the number of classes recognized in this subject for last year being 140, as against seventy-
three in 1910. Handwork was taught in 197 public schools, and swimming in twelve.

In schools below Grade IV, taught by a male teacher, seventy-five were recognized for needle-
work. «

OrriceEs.—The Board has removed its offices from the Victoria Arcade to more commodious
premises in Williamson’s Chambers, Shortland Street. The Eduecational Institute has rented two
rooms adjoining the offices for club-room purposes.

CraiLprEN’s TEETH.—Permission was granted to the Dental Association to examine and report
upon the teeth of school children, subject to suitable arrangements being made with the Committees
and head teachers of the schools concerned.

ExpownMrNT.—In 1910 the Board brought before the Appeal Court its claim to the rents of
the old Supreme Court site endowment. The Court held that the revenue from that reserve should
be used for general educational purposes within the Auckland Provinecial District. At a conference
of educational bodies, convened by the Board, the question of utilizing that reserve was taken
into consideration; and recommendations were unanimously adopted that provision should be
made for the revenue to be expended on—(a) fostering of agricultural education, (6) purchase of
sites for other than primary schools, (¢) providing suitable boarding accommodation for secondary-
school pupils in Auckland, (4) University College purposes, (¢) and the making of better provision
for secondary education at Hamilton, Thames, Whangarei, and other main country centres.

Insprorors.—Messrs. N. T. Lambourne, M.A., and J. W. McIlraith, M.A., LL.B., Litt.D.,
were appointed Inspectors of Schools, and Mr. R. D. Stewart retired during the year. It was
found necessary to appoint an additional Inspector, in view of the largely increased number of
schools. Mr. M. Priestley, Organizing Inspector, has been given the status of an Inspector of
Schools.

RerirEMENT oF THE HoN. G. FowLnsg.—~The Board placed on record its high appreciation of
the services rendered to the cause of education by the Hon. G. Fowlds during his office as Minister
of Education, and expressed its regret at his retirement.

The Board again desires to thank the Education Department for the careful consideration of
its recommendations. Valuable assistance has been received from School Committees in the
administration of educational matters during the year.

I have, &c.,
GEORGE J. Garpanp, Chairman.

The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington.

TARANAKI.

SIR,— Education Office, New Plymouth, 21st March, 1912.

In accordance with the provisions of section 174 of the Education Act, 1908, the Educa-
tion Board of the District of Taranaki has the honour to submit the following report of its
proceedings for the year 1911 :-—

At the beginning of the year the Board was comprised of the following members: Mr. James
Wade (Chairman), Messrs. G. A. Adlam, W. C. Cargill, A. H. Halcombe, W. L. Kennedy, Arthur
Morton, William Rogers, Harold Trimble, and James Young. In terms of the Education Act,
1908, the following members retired : North Ward—A. H. Halcombe ; East Ward—William Rogers;
West Ward—James Wade; and at the election held on the fourth Monday in July, Messrs. Hal-
combe and Rogers were re-elected for their respective wards. Mr. Wade having declined to offer
himself for re-election, the Rev, John McArthur was elected member for the West Ward.
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At the meeting held on the 22nd August, Mr. Harold Trimble was appointed Chairman, and

_the Board decided to abolish standing committees. »

- The Board met during the year on the fourth Wednesday and the preceding Tuesday each
month, with the exception of December, when the meetings were held on the third Wednesday and
preceding Tuesday.

New schiools have been opened at Ackland, Mount Messenger, and Tongaporutu. At the end
of the year there were ninety-five schools open, inclnding four half-time schools, and the number
of teachers employed was 189, graded as follows: Sole teachers, 40 female and 13 male; head
teachers, 15 female and 25 male; assistants, 53 female, 10 male; pupil-teachers, 24 female;
probationers, 7 female and 2 male.

The old Tongaporutu School has been renamed Ahititi, and a new school opened in the Tonga-
porntu Hall, which is now known as the Tongaporutu School.

On the 18th May a fire occurred in the Stratford District High School, which destroyed the
whole of the main building with the exception of the west wing, which was cousiderably damaged
by smoke and water. Owing to the prompt and liberal way in which the Department met the
Board over the matter the building has been reinstated in brick, and will be ready for occupa-
tion about the middle of April, 1912,

At the annual examination of pupil-teachers six pupil-teachers sat, and only three were
successful in gaining passes. Four pupil-teachers passed the D examination, and five gained a
partial pass, two also gaining a partial pass in the € examination.

Of the senior candidates for the Board’s Scholarships eleven qualified, and of the junior
thirty-eight. Senior Scholarships were awarded to seven candidates from the New Plymouth
High School, and two from the Stratford District High School; and Junior Scholarships to two
candidates from the Inglewoad School, two from West End School, two from York, one from Ngaere,
and one from Tariki.

The two National Scholarships allotted for this district were won by Doris A. Lawn, of the
Fitzroy School, and Ellen Warren, of the Korito School.

The Alf. Bayly Scholarship was allotted by the Taranaki Rugby Union te Charles Crone, of
the New Plymouth High School.

The Taranaki Scholarship was won by Mary Terry, of the New Plymouth High School.

There have been thirty-eight appointments made during the year, besides those of a temporary
nature and appointments of pupil-teachers. Ten teachers {rom other distriets received appoint-
ments, and twenty-eight teachers in the service of the Board received promotion.

A new residence was erected at York, and new schools at Ackland, Okau, Piko, and Whanga-
momona. A number of residences have been supplied with bathrooms and wash-houses.

The receipts of the Board from all sources, including £1,180 13s. 2d. credit balance from
1910, amounted to £36,866 2s. 1d., while the expenditure was as follows : Administration, £3,274
8s. 4d.; teachery’ salaries, £24,569 Ds. 5d.; secondary education, £1,221 Os. 4d.; manual and
technical, £2,274 4s. 11d.; buildings, £4,493 10s. 10d.: leaving a credit balance of £1,033
12s. 3d.

In the majority of our schools physical exercises are taken daily, with a more extended period
for instruction once a week. In the larger schools Cadet corps are established, and these are
formed into battalions, No. 1 comprising the schools in the northern part of the distriet, and
No. 2 those in the southern.

Tpacrurs.—The dearth of certificated teachers at the present time makes it a very difficult
matter for the Board to find competent teachers to fill the vacancies as they occur, and this diffi-
culty is likely to be more accentuated in the future. 1t was hoped that as time went on the
training colleges would be able to provide sufficient certificated teachers to supply the demand.
This has not been the case, and it is felt that some steps should be taken by the Department
to appoint an additional number of pupil-teachers or probationers so that a greater number of
our young people may be induced to enter the teaching profession. It should be self-evident that
the great majority of our future teachers must be drawn from those who have been pupil-teachers
or probationers. Moreover, it is very unusual for pupils who have lef't school and drifted into
other occupations to apply to be appointed as pupil-teachers or probationers, and it is thought
that the Department should offer greater inducements and wider opportunities to secure to the
teaching profession the most promisﬁg of our pupils before they have been drawn to other occupa-
tions which at present offer brighter prospects.

TaranAK: Scmorarsuips.—The Board considers that the qualifying examination for the
Taranaki Scholarship is altogether too high for so small an area of competition, and is of opinion
that means should be devised for widening the basis of competition and thereby making a fuller
use of the revenue derived from the endowment. With this end in view it is suggested that
clause 79 (b) of the Education Act, 1908, might be modified by the substitution of the Matricula-
tion Examination for the Junior University Scholarship as the preliminary examination, and that
clause 79 (d) be amended by adding, ¢ Provided, .however, that if it is found that t_he number
of candidates who have qualified under this clause is less than the number of scholarships offered,
then the remaining scholarships shall be awarded in order of merit to the other candidates who
have qualified in all other respects.””  In reference to the above it may not be out of place to
point out that in the Taranaki Provincial District there are four distriet high schools and only
one secondary school (New Plymouth High School). Moreover, accorflmg to'the report of the
Minister of Education for the year 1909 (E.-1, page 8), the course of instruction followed in the
secondary departments of the district high schools does not usually gxtend beyond the matricula-
tion standard. Assuming this is so, then it follows that the pupils of only one school in the
district can be expected to qualify for the Tarapaki S_cholarshlp. The urgent need for the revision
of the standard of the qualifying examination is obvious.
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The following is an abstract* showing the nuwber of schools, teachers, and pupils attending
the schools in the district, beginning with the year 1877, to the present time :—

e | Pupil- | J |

* Year ending. Schools. ;TeI::gS"”Assistants. a::’la'gf)f&_ . Total. | m?rg]é;r. | Average.
- - ! j i tioners. f | l
1877 .. 23 | 23 .| 2 | 32 6 | 496
1882 .. 87 | 37 o6 5t 1,985 1,290
1887 .. 35 | 35 9 2 70 2,395 | 1,597
1892 .. 46 | 48 12 91 | 8 3,148 | 2351
1897 .. 60 | 60 18 29 | 107 3,845 | 3018
1901 65 | 65 19 32 | 116 4,334 3,556
1902 170 38 22 | 130 4,706 3,904
1903 .. 2.1 70 519 | 134 4,754 3,971
1904 . . |73 46 18 137 4,885 4,158
1905 . . 6 | 73 45 20 138 4,952 4,249
1906 . . 8 | 7 42 24 | 143 5,040 4,346
1907 . 8l | 78 45 | 23 146 5,096 4,246
1908 . . 88 ' 8 48 119 | 152 5370 | 4653
1909 .. 90 ] 86 60 30 | 176 5,836 5,131
1910 .. , Ll o9 58 32 | 181 6,021 5,177
1911 .. . , f 95 93 63 33 | 189 6,199 5,487

|

Concruston.—The relations of the Board with the Bducation Departient, its official and
teaching staff, and with the School Committees, have been most cordial and pleasant throughout
the year.

., Harownp TrivsLrge, Chairman.
The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington.

WANGANTUI.

SIR,— Education Office, Wanganui, 31st March, 1912,
I have the honour to submit a report of the proceedings of this Board for the year 1911,

Boarp.—At the end of the year the Board consisted of Messrs. Fred. Pirani (Chairman),
A. Fraser, and G. H. Benuett (Southern Ward), D. H. Guthrie, M.P., F. Purnell, and J. P.
Aldridge (Central Ward), P. O’Dea, E. Dixon, and F. M. Spurdle (Northern Ward). The
personnel of the Board underwent no change during the year, the retiring members—Messrs.
Spurdle, Pirani, and Aldridge—all being re-elected. Mr. Pirani was re-elected Chairman for the
sixth successive term. Sixteen meetings were held during the year, the average attendance of
members being seven.

ScrooLs.—There were open at the close of the year 198 main schools and three side schools.
New schools were opened at Whareroa and Bluff Road (Grade 0), Western Rangitikei (Grade I),
Hihitahi (Grade 11I), and Umumuri (Grade 1IV). A side school was opened at Marton Junetion.
The school at Pine Creek was closed. The Mars Hill School will not be reopened, as the new school
at Durie Hill will serve the needs of the children in the Mars Hill district as well as those of Durie
Hill. The names of the schools at Sedgebrook and Himatangi were changed to Wanganui East
and Oroua Downs respectively.

Privare ScrooLs.-—Seventeen private schools, with a roll-number of 1,125 pupils, were
inspected by the Board’s Inspectors.

ArreNpaNcE.—The roll-number on the 31st December was 14,795, and the average attendance
for the last quarter of the year 13,223.  These numbers show an increase over those of the pre-
vious year of 526 in the roll-number and 770 in the average attendance. The increases are very
marked indeed. For the same period of the year 1910 the increase in the roll-number over that
for 1909 was only 420, and in the average attendance 139. The average weekly roll-number for
the year was 14,674, and the average attendance 13,048. The average attendance expressed as a
percentage of the average weekly roll was 88'9, an increase of 2'9 on the year 1910, and this in
spite of the fact that sickness was very prevalent among the children during a portion of the year.
The amendment to the Act requiring a child to attend on every half-day the school is open, unless
exempted, has no doubt helped to bring about the improvement in the attendance. The Board’s
Truant Officer, too, has done valuable work in this direction, carrying out his duties with energy
and discretion, and only prosecuting as a last resort. He made 371 visits to schools, and sent
out 1,220 letters and notices to parents. Of 127 summonses, convictions were recorded in 104 cases,
eight cases were dismissed, two were struck out, and thirteen were withdrawn. The Inspectors at
once noticed the improvement in the attendance at their visits to the schools. To this cause may
fairly be attributed the marked increase in the number of proficiency certificates gained. There
have been occasional murmurings of dissatisfaction, but the great majority of parents, recognizing
the reasonable nature of the exemptions, have accepted the new provisions without demur.

* Condensed into five-yearly periods from 1877 to 1901.
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Conveyance oF CuiLpreN.—The method of conveying children to sechool is now in operatiou
in couneetion with six schools in the district, and appears to be working satisfactory.

TeacrErRs.—There were on the 31st December 456 teachers in the service of the Board. Of
these, seventy-three were pupil-teachers and twenty-one were probationers. Of the adult teachers
234 were certificated, ten were holders of licenses, and 118 were uncertificated. It will thus be
seen that only 64°64 per cent. of the adult teachers hold certificates. The classes for the tuition
of uncertificated teachers, inaugurated during last year, should do much towards assisting teachers
to obtain certificates.

ScuonarsuHIps.—At the scholarships examinations in December, eighty-six candidates pre-
sented themselves for the Junior Examination and forty-three for the Senior. Of these, fifty-nine
succeeded in passing the Junior and thirty-two the Senior Examination. The following scholar-
ships were awarded at-the commencement of the current year: Board’s Junior—Nine scholarships
were awarded. Board’s Senior— Ten scholarships were awarded. Junior National—Four scholar-
ships were awarded—William A. Sheat, Hawera District High School; Hilda R. G. J. Horsley,
Queen’s Park; Frederick G. Barrowclough, Auroa; George T. Day, Mars Hill. There were in
force at the end of the year eighteen Board’s Junior, twenty-two Board’s Senior, and seven Junior
National Scholarships, of a total annual value of £1,090 17s. 6d. One feature in connection with
the scholarship system in this distriet deserves to be ineisively marked. There is not the com-
petition that the Board has a right to expect in a district so large. For the Alf. Bayly Scholar-
ship, for instance, only one candidate appeared, while one of the Junior National Scholarships
practically went a-begging, being ultimately awarded to a candidate with marks approaching the
minimum. It is evident that neither the parents nor the teachers are fully alive to the latent and
patent possibilities of a scholarship for a pupil, and it is a question whether the extra work con-
sidered necessary to coach pupils for scholarship examinations is not an objection by teachers
to sending forward pupils’ names. Unfortunately it is the pupil who has the capacity, but not
the opportunity, that is the sufferer.

Training oF TEacuers.—Saturday classes for the instruction of teachers were held at Hawera,
Wanganui, Feilding, Taihape, and Palmerston North. The subjects of instruction were art (five
centres), practical agriculture, agricultural science, and handwork (one centre each). The annual
grant of £220, together with the capitation earned by the classes, was found to be about £20
short of the amount required to meet the cost of the classes. In addition to the subjects named
above, instruction in vocal music was given at Hawera, Wanganui, Taihape, and Feilding. No
portion of the grant may, however, be expended in the teaching of this subject. The Board’s
Administration Fund is therefore called upon to contribute about £60 per annum, the cost of
giving this instruction. The most popular subjects were agriculture, handwork, singing, and
drawing. Classes for the tuition of uncertificated teachers, for which a grant of £110 was made,
were commenced in October. Mangaweka was selected as the centre for these classes. Instruc-
tion was given in school method, agriculture, drawing, and singing. Correspondence classes in
Liatin, mathematics, English, and school method were also instituted in connection with this grant,
a satisfactory number of teachers receiving tuition by this means. Details regarding teachers’
classes are given in the Inspectors’ report.

Maxuar aNp Treuwican Epucarion.—The amount of money raised locally for the purposes
of manual and technical instruction was £414 10s. 11d. In the matter of building, the new
Technical College at Wanganui, opened on the 28th September by the Hon. G. Fowlds, was com-
pleted at a total cost of £10,000, not including equipment. The College, which now claims 156
individual day, and 295 individual technical pupils, is destined to play a great part in the
education of the young people of this distriet. Towards the end of the year a new building at
Manaia, and an additional room at the Hawera School, were put in hand. From a table* sub-
mitted by the Superintendent of Manual and Technical Instruction it will be seen that the total
enrolments for the year were 3,139—in the Centre, 1,612; in the North, 838; and in the
South, 689. It has continued to be the Board’s aim to keep in the forefront the teaching of
agriculture. In the primary schools, in the secondary eclasses of distriet high schools, and in
teachers’ instruction classes, instruction in agriculture and dairywork have accordingly bulked
very largely. Thirty-six pupils taking the rural course at the district high schools paid a visit
to Mr. E. Short’s Almadale Farm, near Feilding, staying there the better part of a week, under
the charge of Mr. J. Grant, B.A., Agricultural Instructor. Lectures and instruction were also
given at the camp by experts especially qualified for the work. The thanks of the Board are due
to Mr. Short for placing at the disposal of the boys his prize stock for the purposes of observation,
to Mr. and Mrs. Dunlop for kindness shown to them while they were in camp, and to the experts
who gave their services free. The Board desires to acknowledge from the following bodies
donations towards agrieultural scholarships: Taranaki Farmers’ Union, Wanganui Agricul-
tural and Pastoral Society, Feilding Agricultural and Pastoral Society, Executive Council, Wel-
lington Branch New Zealand F armers’ Union. These schg)l:arships heighten the interest of the
pupils in their work, and also induce some of the most promising to stay longe{" at the schools than
they would otherwise do. Towards the close of the year Mr. C:rrant, Supervisor of Agricultural
Training, visited the principal agricultural schools and colleges in New South Wales and Victoria,
gathering valuable information regarding the methods of agricultural instruction in these States.
One result of his visit is the appointment of Mr. Banner, of the Hawkesbury Agricultural College,
to the charge of the Southern Technical District and the Feilding Technical School. Mr. Banner’s
qualifications and ability are such as to lead the Board to believe that his sphere of usefulness will
extend considerably beyond the radius of school-work.

* Not printed.
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Paysicat TRAINING. g the yvear the course of instruction set out in Dovey’s Manual was
followed with morve or less success in all schools. A short course of instruction was given by
Instructor Routledge at the Technical College, Wanganui, but the attendance was not so good as
might have been expectcd considering the quality of the instruction.

Fire Drirn.—In response to the representations of several Fire Boards, the Board has made
several structural alterations of buildings to facilitate exit in case of danger. The Board also,
by circular, invited teachers and Coromittees to institute the practice of fire drill, as recommended

.by the Associated Fire Brigades. The movement has been taken up readily, and the local Superin-

tendents of the brigades are doing everything in their power to assist the teachers.

InsprcrioNn.—The Inspectors hLave presented an exhaustive and many-sided report, chiefly
statistical in form. Respecting the quality of the work done at the schools, they assess 141 schools
as being from satisfactory to excellent, forty-two as fair, and thirty-five as below fair. The schools
below satisfactory may be assumed to be almost exclusively those taught by inexperienced and
uncertificated teachers in remote parts of the district. It is to these schools that the Organizing
Inspector mainly directs liis energies, and it is clear that there is a great work to do in this con-
nection. It is satisfactory to note that so many of our pupils (692) presented themselves for the
Proficiency Examinations, the total percentage of passes being 893,

ArBOR Day.—Arbor Day was celebrated on the 19th of July. A considerable nunber of
schools carried the programme issued by the Board through in its entirety, and lasting improve-
ment in the appearance of the school-grounds will result. In their reports the Inspectors again
comment in favourable terms on the development of the school-garden movement, and also on the
effort being made in many school districts to make the school-grounds the most attractive feature
of the locality. The thanks of the Board are due to the various agricultural associations that
have countenanced the school-garden and school-beautifying movement. The Manawatu Agricul-
tural and Pastoral Association has made school exhibits a prominent feature at its annual show
for many years. The Feilding Agricultural and Pastoral Association has for several years awarded
prizes for the best-kept gardens and exereise-books, and last year the Egmont Agricultural aud
Pastoral Association followed suit; while the Cheltenham School Committee holds an annual show
of produce grown by school-children, and gives prizes for the best gardens kept by school-children
at their hores. Details regarding the awards made by the agricultural and pastoral societies will
be found in the veport of the Superintendent of Manual and Technical Instruction. The various
Lorticultural societies, notably those at Wanganui and Feilding, have made school-garden exhibits
a feature of their shows, and other similar societies might also assist the movement in the same way.

ExpirE Day.-—In this district, Empire Day is not a holiday in the ordinary sense. It is a
day dedicated to the consideration of national and imperial themes in the schools, and of the
place that will be borne in the not-distant future by many of our pupils when they are called upon
to play the part of full-fledged ecitizens. The programme issued by the Board was carried out,
as far as was practicable, by the teachers and Committees on the 24th of May, 1911,

CANDIDATES FOR APPOINTMENT AS PUPIL-TEACHERS OR PROBATIONERS.—Forty-four candidates
presented themselves at the examination of candidates for appointment as pupil-teachers or pro-
bationers. Of these, seven had passed the Matriculation and thirteen the Civil Service Junior
Examination; twenty-two of the candidates have since received appointments.

ArporNnTMENTS AND Traxsrirs.—The system of appointment of teachers from the p1omot10n
list on which the Inspectors have graded the teachers continues to give every satisfaction. In
the only instances where objections have been made to the system, special care has been taken by
the Committees to point out that they approve of the teacher selected, but desire a wider choice.
After carefully weighing the objections to the system pursued with so miuch success, the Board
has seen no reason to make any alteration. At the same time, the recent legislation, by which
a teacher is given the right of appeal to an outside tribunal in the case of compulsory transfer,
has accentuated the belief that it is wiser to dismiss a teacher who objects to accept a transfer to
a lower position than to insist upon the transfer and have to face expensive proceedings all the
same. The reason is that if the Board is justified in resorting to the extreme step of compulsery
transfer, the publication of the reasons inducing the action of the Board would so damage the
teacher’s prestige that, if the Board sueceeded in the appeal, no Committee would agree to his
appointment to a school under their control. This was shown very clearly in the appeal case,
T. Stagpoole, headmaster in the Linton Scliool, against his dismissal by the Board. He was offered,
as au act of grace, a transfer to a position in a lower-grade school, which did not actually lnvolve
a reduction in salary, and which he refused. The Board decided that, as an appeal would pro-
hably be brought in any case, instead of compulsorily transferring him he should receive three
months’ notice of dismissal. The Teachers’ Institute appealed on his behalf against the disinissal,
and their case was conducted by Mr. R. Stewart, of Auckland, the Chanman of the Board (Mr.
Fred. Pirani) defending the decision arrived at. The Appeal Court comprised Mr. Kerr, S.M.,
Mr. Broad (appointed by tle Board), and Mr. R. McNab (appointed by the Institute). The case
against Mr. Stagpoole was so clearly proved that the Court not only gave their decision in favour
of the Board, but allowed the Chairman of the Board a fee of £2 2s. for each sitting-day, in addi-
tion to his actual expenses. The evidence brought out in the course of the case was of such a
nature that the Board’s econtention about an appeal agaiust compulsory transfer completely
nullifying the effectiveness of the transfer provisions of the Act was amply proved.

INFAN’[‘S ar Districr Hrem ScHoons.—During the year the case brought in the Supreme
Court against the Board by the New Zealand Educational Institute, to compel the admission of
infants into the Wanganui District High School, was removed into the Court of Appeal, at the
instance of the Institute. The question was fully argued before Chief Justice Stout and Justices
Chapman, Williams, Denniston,. Sim, and Edwards by Professor Salmond for the Education
Department, Messrs. H. D. Bell and Fell for the Educational Institute, and Mr. Hutton for the

.
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NOTE.—* Ixrants aT Disraior Hien Scmoors.’—The Chairman’s remarks in regard to the Court of Appeal
case are based upon a misconception of the facts, which are as follows:—On 9th May, 1911 {the Education De-
partment not having moved in the matter), the Court of Appeal made an order that the Solicitor-General should
be added as a party respondent in the appeal. The Solicitor-General received no instructions from the Depart-
ment. The order of the Court was no doubt dictated by the consideration that, as the Department and all other
- Education Boards would be bound by the result of the case, it was fitting that the Crown should be joined as a

party. —Education Department, 14th August, 1912, i
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Education Board, and a decision was given against any interference with the discretion of the

.Board, with costs against the Institute. It would be of considerable interest to the Board to
know how the Solicitor-General came to interpose in the case on the side of the Institute. Most
folk would think that the authority of the Education Board would have been upheld by the
-Department, for there had never been any objection from the central authority to the course
pursued in regard to this school for many years. Kither the interpretation of the law by the
Bench of Judges and the Board was wrong, or, in the eyes of the Education Department, the law
required amending. It is impossible to believe that the Department and the Solicitor-General
should not have been aware of the true legal position, and the only conclusion possible, therefore,
is that the Department favours an amendment of the law curtailing the rights of the Boards in
the direction contended by the Institute——a most unfortunate position.

FrEE Books.—The distribution of free books appears to have landed the smaller schools in
interminable difficulties with respect to the grouping of classes. Reporting on this matter in
March the Inspector said: ‘ School-work has again been handicapped-by the free-book difficulty.
The Department allows one book (in the case of reading, two books) for each pupil in each class
—on the face of it a very reasonable allowance. But the Department, in its syllabus, also allows
classes to be grouped—nay, practically enjoins that certain classes shall be grouped. Hence you
have a serious difficulty: if you group you cannot have a suitable book for each pupil, and if
you do not group you cannot have efficient organization—at least, in schools of Grade IV and
under. To obviate the difficulty double the present number of books should be supplied to these
schools, and to that extent the grant should be doubled.”” At the close of last year the following
recomendation was made: ‘“During next year all pupils in schools below Grade IV should be
grouped in reading as follows: Standard 1 and Standard I, in Standard I book; Standard III
and Standard 1V, in Standard I1I book; Standard V and Standard VI, in Standard V book.
In the subsequent year the opposite arrangement would hold good, and so on, alternately. Unfor-
tunately, owing to the limitation of the grant, this proposal could not be carried out. The Board
is still of opinion that it would be much more to the interests of the community if the money spent
on free school-books was diverted to the purchase of stationery and school requisites.

Waneanur ScuooL Sites Act.—This Act was amended during the 1911 session of Parliament
in the direction of giving the Board power to borrow a sum not exceeding £15,000 from the Public
Trustee on the security of a first mortgage of the old Technical School site. The Board succeeded
in securing the desired sum, and was thus enabled to continue the work of erecting the buildings
provided for in the original Act. The Technical College buildings were completed some months
ago. The Infants’ School is well under way. and a contract was recently let for Board’s offices.

MAINTENANCE GraNT.—The maintenanee grant for the year was £6,082. This sum was found
to be more proportionate to the Board’s needs, and enabled a start to be made with the rebuilding
of some of the older buildings.

Finance.—The annual statement of receipts and expenditure is attached.* The form in which
this is now presented shows the balances or deficits on the individual accounts.

BurLpines axp StrEs.—During the year the Mars Hill School was removed to Durie Hill, and
a new room added; the Mosston School was shifted to a new site and the building enlarged and
renovated. New residences were erected at Glen Oroua and Meremere. Additions were made to
the schools at College Street, Wanganui East, Gonville, Taihape, Kaponga, Horopito, Rangataua,
and to the residences at Tokaora, Kairanga, Mount View, Eltham, Manaia, Fraser Road, Waito-
tara, and Mangaweka. The District High School at Wanganui, and the teacher’s residence at
Hiwinui, both of which were destroyed by fire, were rebuilt. Contracts were let for new schools
at Valley Road, Te Arakura, Orangimea, Umumuri, and Mangoiha, and for additions to the
Moutoa School. A large amount of work, consisting principally of fencing, draining, and
improving grounds, erection of shelter-sheds, repainting, repairs, &c., was done. A considerable
portion of the work undertaken was carried out in a satisfactory and economical manner by the
Board’s foreman, in addition to which he supervised the majority of the works let by contract.
The repainting of school-buildings has now, it is hoped, heen placed on a satisfactory footing by
the appointment of a foreman painter, who will in future carry out the whole of this important
work. An additional area of land, towards the cost of which the Government made a grant and
the residents subscribed, was secured at Gonville. The erection of bathrooms and wash-houses
at a number of residences, for which purposes the Government has made a grant, will be appre-
ciated by teachers. The Board owes its thanks to the Education Department for the consideration
extended to its requests throughout the year.

OrrFIcIALS —In conclusion, the Board again desires to place on record its high appreciation
of the services rendered to the cause of education by the Chief Inspector (Mr. G. D. Braik), his
tellow Inspectors, the Secretary to the Board (Mr. W. H. Swanger), and the staff, officials, and
teachers generally, who have all shown an assiduity and a faithfulness in the performance of their

duty worthy of the greatest praise.
The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington. Frep. Pirany, Chairman.

* See Appendix A, p. xxxii.
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WELLINGTON.

STBy— Education Board Office, Wellington, 31st March, 1912.
In accordance with the requirements of the Education Act, 1908, I beg to submit the
following report of the Education Board of the District of Wellington for the year 1911,
. ~BoarDp.—At. the annual election Messrs. J. G. W. Aitken (City) and A. H. Vile (Wairarapa)
were re-elected; and Mr, H. Freeman was elected instead of Mr. H. R. Elder, Hutt-Horowhenua.
The following was the membership of the Board at the end of the year : Wellington City Ward—
"Messrs. J. G. W. Aitken, W, Allan, R. Lee; Hutt-Horowhenua Ward—Messrs. H. Freeman, W. H.
Field, J. Kebbell; Wairarapa Ward—DMessrs. W. C. Buchanan, M.P., A. W, Hogg, A. H. Vile.
At the August meeting Mr. R. Lee was re-elected Chairman. The Board’s representative managers
of technical schools were: Wellington—DMessrs, Aitken, Allan, and Field ; Petone—Messrs G.
London and D. McKenzie. The Committee of Advice of the Training College was composed of the
following members: Mr. W. Lock, representing South Island Boards of the Middle University
District—Marlborough, Nelson, Grey, Westland ; Mr. G. Carson, representing North Island Boards
of the Middle University District—Taranaki, Wanganui, Hawke’s Bay; Professor Brown, repre-
senting Victoria College Professorial Board; Mr. R. Lee (Chairman) and Mr. T. R. Fleming (Chief
Inspector), representing the Wellington Education Board. Mr. Lee acted as Chairman.

NumBER OF ScHOOLS.—At the end of 1910 there were 160 schools in operation. During 1911
new-schools were opened at Pori, Whakapuni, Manuhara, Mona, Maunganui, Waihoanga, Aohonga,
Makerua, Carrington, and Normandale, while a small school at Admiral Run was closed. Thus
at the end of the year there were 169 schools in operation. ‘

ArrENDANCE.—The average roll and attendance for the respective quarters and the vear
were :(—

Average Roll. Average Attendance.

Mareh . o .. 17,614 16,380
June . o .. 17,662 15,728
September o . . o .o 17,734 15,470
December . ... 17,955 16,347

Year oo 17,741 15,981

Last year for the first time the law required the child to attend ‘ whenever the school is open.”™
An increasing degree of regularity was at once observed, March quarter reaching an average of 92
per cent. But severe epidemics widely prevailed during the following quarters, so that the
percentage for the year was but 901, an extremely good result in the circumstances. The corre-
sponding figures for the preceding yeéars were: 1909, 89-6 per cent.; 1910, 889 per cent. The
co-operation of parent, teacher, and Board has resulted in a steady growth of the habit of
regularity, and it is to be added that the wise support of the Board’s efforts by the Magistracy
has made the way of the transgressor increasingly hard. It may be confidently affirmed that
the system of periodic report of absentees, of transfers, and withdrawals is so nearly complete
a8 to enable the Board to know and pursue any parent in.the Wellington District who seeks to
evade the law.

TracuiNg STa¥F.—The following are the numbers of teachers, pupil-teachers, and proba-
tioners who were in the Board’s service at the end of the year :—-

Men. Women. Totals.

Head of Schools. .. 69 9 78
Sole teachers .. - B 26 65 91
Assistants . . - b4 192 246
Toetal adults . .. 149 266 415
Pupil-teachers . . - .10 53 63
159 319 478

Probationers 8 - 20 28

Total,  including pupi'l‘f“céachers and proba-
tioners . 167 339 506

Of the adult teachers, 133 men and 217 women, total 350, possess certificates; sixty-five were
uncertificated, six of whom were holders of a license to teach. The percentage of fully certificated
teachers has risen from 81'8 to 34-3.

InstrUCTION OF TEACHERS.—The courses of instruction held for teachers were as follows: At
Wellington—Art and handwork classes by Miss Lee, assisted by Miss B. MacKenzie; singing by
Mr. Parker; physical measurements and physiology by Mr. Stuckey; woodwork and cardboard-
modelling by Mr. Howe. At Masterton—Drawing by Mr. Grant; singing by Mr. Parker;
physiology and hygiene for women by Miss Lazarus; drill for men by an officer of the Cadet
Department. At Greytown—a fortnight’s continuous instruction in agriculture and nature-study,
undertaken by twenty-one teachers, under the guidance of Messrs. Davies and Cumming. At
Pahiatua—A course of lessons in agriculture by Mr. Cumming. But for the unsuitability of the
railway time-table, the attendance at the Wairarapa classes would have been much larger than was
possible in the circumstances.

For uncertificated teachers, selected on the recommendation of the Inspectors, a course of
continuous instruction was held at the Normal School in February, 1912, with a view to assisting
them to obtain certificates. Special instruction was given by Mr. Lomas, who was in charge of
the course, and by Mr. Webb, and by Misses McRae, Cray, and MacKenzie, and the teachers
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attending were afforded opportunities of observation in the Normal School. This arrangement is
.~vonsidered to have been very successful. The teachers who attended will receive assistance in any
difficulties that may arise in their studies during the year.

Traiving CorunGi.—The admission of students was again practically confined to A candidates.
‘The districts from which students were admitted were—Wellington, 37; Wanganui, 24; Hawke’s
Bay, 18; Taranaki, 4; Nelson, 5; Marlborough, 4; Westland, 3; Grey, 2: total, 97. First-
year students numbered 50; second year 47—men 31, women 66. One student was admitted to
the special course for graduates. A full report of the year’s work, and a discussion of the educa-
tional problems of the College, will be found in the Principal’s report. It was with much regret
that towards the end of the year the Board accepted the resignation of the Prineipal, Mr. Gray,
on his appointment to the important position of Principal of the Presbyterian Ladies’ College,
Melbourne. From the establishment of the College in 1906 Mr. Gray had discharged the duties of
his office with skill and enthusiasm, and with a success which was rendered more difficult of attain-
ment by the insufficiency of the accommodation in the present College building. After careful
consideration of applications received from New Zealand and Australia for the vacant principal-
ship the choice of the Board fell on Mr. J. 8. Tennant, M.A., B.Sc., one of its Inspectors. Mr.
Tennant has recently returned from a furlough to Europe, which afforded him an excellent
opportunity of visiting the best educational institutions in England and on the Continent, and
of observing various conditions of education. It was also with much regret that the Board
accepted, at the end of the year, the resignation of Miss Lee, art instructor under the Board; as
she had accepted an appointment in England. Miss Lee was as untiring as she was successful in
her efforts to create and to cultivate true artistic taste in teacher, student, and scholar.

Districr Hranm Scaoons.—The number of district High Schools remained as in 1910, with
but slight change in the attendance. Owing to the enlargement of the Girls’ High School to
accommodate free-place pupils, the Newtown District High School was disestablished as from the
31st December. The Board’s Inspectors report an improvement in the quality of the work done
by the pupils who undertock the rural course. They write: ‘“ The rural science course inaugurated
in 1909 has fully justified its establishment. Good work has been done, and this year there was
keen competition for the Board’s B or senior scholarships reserved for those taking the rural
course. We were specially pleased to find the general improvement in the practical work as
evidenced in these scholarship examinations.”” A movement at Petone for introduction of the
rural course into an industrial centre, and a second movement for the establishment of an agri-
cultural college for the Wairarapa, so that the district high school rural course may be continued
to a satisfactory conclusion, are clear evidences of the favourable impression created by the rural
work already accomplished.

ScHOLARSHIPS.—Junior Board Scholarships were awarded to twenty-five competitors; Senior A
to six; and Senior B or rural scholarships to five competitors. Also four Junior National Scholar-
ships were awarded.

Maxvar anp Tecuvnical INstrucTION.—The following table shows the subJects of instruction
in recognized manual and technical classes, the number of schools earning capitation, and the
total number of pupils. Capitation was earned by 125 schools in 1911, as compared with 118 in
1910. Well-kept gardens are found in the grounds of several schools Whlch for various reasons
are unable to qualify for capitation in agriculture.

. Number of

Subject. Sclmols.o N‘i’ﬂgiells..()f
Handwork . ... 1ot 11,956
Elementary agrlculture . ) ... b9 1,441
Needlework, with instructor when head teacher is a man ... 18 258
Elementary chemistry .1 459
Elementary physics ... . . 6 257
Physiology and first aid 16 591
Swimming and life-saving 9 736
Elementary physical measurments 9 686
Dairy-work 2 40
Botany e 6 284
Dressmaking - 7 160
Cockery, Wairarapa and Pahiatua eentres 5 223
' Wellington centre 12 492
- Petone centre 2 116
Manawatu ... . 2 74
Woodwork Wellington centre 14 1,344
v Petone centre 2 235
v Wairarapa and Pahlatua centres b 310
’s Manawatu centre 1 66
Building-construction and drawing 5 116
Mensuration and surveying 2 54
Total 19,898

Drirn.—The Inspectors report that military drill and physical exercises are well taught
throughout the district.

Burpivgs.—New school buildings were erected from grants at Waihoanga, Lower Hutt
(Infant Department), Carrington, and Normandale, and additions were made by grants at Para-
paraumu, Worser Bay, and Kilbirnie Schools, with partial reconstruction of the last named. The
new school to replace that destroyed by fire at Pahiatua was completed; and science and cookery
rooms have been formed by the removal and refitting of buildings formerly on the old site. Grants

i1i—E. 2 (App. 4).
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were also received to replace schools destroyed by fire at Saunders (one room), and Kaiwaiwal (two
rooms), and the former was completed. The rebuilding of the Johnsonville School is approaching
completion. Conveniences were reconstructed at three schools, and at five city and suburban
schools they were connected with drainage and high-pressure water service. Fifteen schools and
six residences were overhauled. A new residence was erected at Mangamaire, and improvements
were effected at ten other residences. It has been the endeavour of the Board to add, as far as is
possible, to the comfort of country teachers. The Board urges that it be provided with more
money for this very desirable purpose. The Board hopes to be in a position to begin shortly the
”erec'tion of the school and college at Kelburne.

Fivavor.—The year began with a debit balance of £966 7s. 5d., the receipts were £120,997
2s. 2d., the disbursements £116,462 1s., leaving a credit balance of £3,568 18s. 9d. Necessary
reconstructions to be undertaken in the near future will make heavy demands on the funds of the
Board.

Sussipies.—For manual and technical purposes ten claims were received for Government
subsidy, and for distriet high school purposes eleven claims. Besides, the Board has, in a number
of instances, been pleased to assist by subsidy those Committees who, by their own efforts, are
improving the school premises and grounds. The Board has aimed at cultivating by supply of
good pictures the artistic taste of scholars, and it is now arranging for mounting in all the
larger schools a better selection, some of which Inspector Tennant brought from England.

ScrooL Lisraries.—During the year the Board issued a suggestive list of books suitable for
school libraries. As a result, a considerable number of Committees and teachers have availed
themselves of the subsidies offered. Amounts ranging from a few shillings to £5 have thus been
contributed to the library funds of thirty schools. The Board has observed with pleasure the wise
encouragement to sound reading offered by the Wellington City Council and its library staff. At
the public library a special room is set apart for children’s books, and is placed in charge of an
assistant specially qualified for this particular work.

Rerorrs.—The Inspectors report a general improvement in efficiency. Their report and
that of the Principal of the Training College are attached.*

Friendly relations continue to exist between the Board and School Committees and teaching
staff, a point pleasantly emphasized in the concluding paragraph of the Inspectors’ report.

I have, &ec.,
The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington. RoBert LEE, Chairman.

HAWKE’S BAY.

Sir,— Education Office, Napier, 31st March, 1912.

In accordance with the provisions of the Education Act, 1908, the Education Board of
the District of Hawke’s Bay has the honour to submit the following report of its proceedings
during thé year 1911 :—

Boarp.—At the beginning of thé year the members of the Board were: North Ward, Mr.
W. Morgan, Mr. G. E. Darton, Mr. K. McLeod; Middle Ward, Mr. C. M. Whittington, Mr. G. F.
Roach, Mr. J. H. Sheath; South Ward, Rev. A. Grant, Mr. W. G. Hunter, Mr. O. Erickson. In
August Messrs. Morgan and Roach were re-elected for the North and Middle Wards respectively,
and Mr. R. B. Ross was elected to succeed Mr. Erickson, who did not offer himself for election.
Mr. C. M. Whittington was elected Chairman for the year. The Board records its appreciation
of the valuable services rendered by Mr. Erickson as a member of the Board for many years. The
Rev. A. Grant and Messrs W. Armstrong and W. G. Hunter represented the Board on the Danne-
virke High School Board of Governors, Messrs. Sheath and S. McLernon on the Napier High
School Board, Messrs. Sheath and McLernon on the Board of Managers of the Napier Technical
School, and Messrs. Whittington, W. G. Downes, and W. J. Pellow on the Board of Managers of
the Waipawa Technical School.

Scuoons.—The number of schools in operation at the end of 1910 was 121. During 1911
four schools (Portland Island, Wairoaiti, Port Awanui, and Tahunaroa) were closed, and eight
(Tanguru, Totangi, Waikare, Te Uri, Marakeke, Ngapaeruru, Ngatapa, and Te Hapara) were
opened, leaving 125 (including twelve household schools) in operation at the end of the year.

Tracuaers.—The teachers employed in December, 1911, numbered 321. Of these, fifty-eight
were pupil-teachers and thirteen probationers. Of the 251 adult teachers, fifty-nine, or 70 per
cent., were uncertificated. Tho Board has continued to experience considerable difficulty in
procuring the services of teachers for the smaller country schools.

ATTENDANCE.—At the end of the year the number of scholars on the roll was 10,591, an
increase of 301 during the year. The average attendance for the year was 9,223, and the percentage
of attendance was 88'4. When it is considered that during three-quarters of the year scarlatina,
measles, and whooping-cough were rife throughout the distriet, this percentage must be regarded
as highly satisfactory. There were 353 Maori and half-caste scholars in attendance at fifty schools.
During the year five hundred warnings were sent to parents of irregular attenders, forty infor-
mations were laid, convictions being recorded in every case, while the defendants were muleted
in fines and costs amounting to nearly £50.

- Paysicar InstrucTiON.—The Inspectors report that military drill still continues to form a
regular part of school training in the ordinary schools of the larger class, but instruction is also
given to the girls in calisthenics and to the younger children in physical exercises.

*See Appendix C and Appendix D,
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MawvaL AND TrouNioan INsTRUcTION.—The number of pupils in all subjects of manual and
technical instruction has increased. The report of the Director, which report is attached hereto,*
gives in considerable detail the results of the work of the year. The Board is satisfied that
excellent work is being done in this department.

Districr Hica Scuoors.—The numbers of pupils in attendance at the secondary classes of
the district high schools at the end of the year were—Hastings, 28; Waipawa, 38; Woodville, 15.
At Hastings and Woodville the whole of the pupils took the rural or scientific course. At Waipawa
a few of thé pupils continued the literary course. In 1912 it is expected that the whole of them
will take up the approved scientific course. The work done by the classes taking the rural course
is fully reported on in the Director’s report. I may, however, say that the students have taken
a great interest and pleasuve in the work, and the Board and the parents are satisfied that the
change in the syllabus is undoubtedly in the right direction.

Scmonarsuips.—The scholarships in tenure at the end of 1911 were: Junior National, 11;
Board Junior, 57; Board Senior, 10. At the examination held at the end of December, 1911,
144 candidates sat for the Junior Board Scholarships, sixty-three qualified; eighty sat for the
Senior Scholarships, fifty qualified. At the end of the coming year the Board purposes awarding
special scholarships to be allotted on the results of a special examination in agriculture. These
will he available at the district high schools where the scientific course is taken.

TeacHErs’ Crassps.—The Saturday training classes for teachers was held at Gisborne—secience
and art; Napier—science and art; Dannevirke—science, art, and agriculture; Hastings—agri-
culture; Woodville—agriculture. The attendance at all these classes was most satisfactory.
Kxaminations were held at the end of each term, and certificates were awarded on the results of
the final examination.

BuinviNes.—New schools were evected at Kanakanaia, Te Hapara, Ngatapa, Opoutama,
Titree, and Wanstead. Residences were erected at Frasertown and Porangahau. The Takapau
School building being old, dilapidated, and too small for requirements, was sold, and a new and
larger building was erected. The following buildings are now in course of erection: New schools
—Makaretu South, Omakere, Marakeke; additions—Havelock, Mahora, Mangapapa, Mangatere-
tere, Waipukurau ; residence at Wanstead. During the year the Public Works Department erected
an addition to the movable school at Otoko.  During the year fourteen schools and nine residences
have been painted and thoroughly renovated inside and out by the Board’s painters. The school
buildings throughout the distriet are, on the whole, in very good order.

FinavoE.—The year commenced with a credit balance of £7,029 6s. 6d.  The receipts were
£63,502 18s. 4d., the expenditure £63,605 11s. 8d., leaving a credit balance at the end of the
year of £6,926 13s. 2d. I have, &c.,

C. M. Wurrrington, Chairman.

The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington.

MARLBOROUGH.
SIR,— ) Education Office, Blenheiwn, 11th April, 1912.
In accordance with the provisions of the Education Act, the Marlborough Education
Board has the honour to present the following report of the proceedings for the year 1911 :—— .

Boarp.—The members in office at the beginning of the year were: Eastern Ward—Mr. John
Conolly, Mr. D’Arcy Chaytor, and Mr. Charles Ferguson; Central Ward—Mr. R. McCallum,
Mr. E. H. Penny, and Mr. J. J. W. White. Western Ward—Mr. H. M. Reader, Mr. John S.
Storey, and Mr. James Fulton. The nmembers who retired by effluxion of time were—Messrs.
Conolly, White, and James Fulton; but all three offered themselves for re-election, and were
returned unopposed. At the annual meeting Mr. McCallum was unanimously reappointed Chair-
man, being the sixth time in succession. Twelve ordinary meetings and one special meeting of
the Board were held during the year, the attendances of members being—Mr. Conolly, 7; Mr.
Chaytor, 1 (absent in England on leave for nine months); Mr. Ferguson, 11; Mr. McCallum, 11;
Mr. Penny, 12; Mr. White, 12; Mr. Reader, 10; Mr. Storey, 11; Mr. Fulton, 12.

ScrooLS.—The number of schools in operation at the close of the year was ninety-three, being
an increase of eight on the figyres reported for 1910. Six private schools were visited by the
Board’s Inspector during the year.

ATTENDANCE.-—The average attendance for the year was 2,070, the figures for the four quarters
being—March, 2,104; June, 2,051; September, 2,000; December, 2,123. The number on the
roll at the close of the year was 2,345, being an increase of 101 on the figures for 1910. The
percentage of attendance for the year was 91'60, being the highest yet attained in this district.
Now that the standard of exemption has been raised from Standard V to Standard VI a still
higher percentage of attendance may be looked for. Many parents are still under the impression
that they may keep their children from school on one day a week, and quite a number of instances
have come under the Board’s notice of children being kept at home to perform household duties.
Others are apparently still unaware that a child under the age of fourteen years may not now
leave school unless he has passed the Sixth Standard. The Board therefore begs to suggest to the
Education Department that when issuing the proposed monthly attendance report-forms it should
distribute a placard to be hung in schoolrooms setting forth the requirements of the School Attend-
ance Act. The number of children attending private schools visited by the Board’s Inspector
was 202. The work of the Truant Officers has been satisfactorily performed. Their reports show
that the proceedings taken in the Magistrate’s Court were: Number of informations, 56; con-
victions recorded, 52; dismissal, 1; withdrawn, 3. The total amount of fines received by the
Board during the year was £7 1Bs.

* See E.—5, Manual and Technical Instruction Report.
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TracHERS.—At the close of the year there were in the service of the Board twenty-nine male
teachers, eighty-six female teachers, three female pupil-teachers, and three female probationers,
making a total of 121. Of the 115 teachers, seventeen males and twenty-two females are certifi-
cated, and one other holds a license to teach.

TraNING OF TEacHERS.—Last year’s programme of Saturday classes for the teachers in this
district embraced the following subjects : Woodwork, cookery, dairy-work, vocal music, physical
measurements, drawing. At the end of the year the Board arranged to hold a summer school in
Blenheim during the summer vacation. The school was attended by nearly one hundred teachers,
and it proved a great success from an educational point of view. The Inspector in his annual
report gives full particulars of the programme of work undertaken. The Board is grateful to
the Education Department for having granted free passes to those teachers who were obliged to
travel by rail in order to reach the school.

PuysicaL InstrucTiON.—The Inspector of Schools in his report to the Board says that in
fifty-six schools drill was considered efficient, and in nineteen others passable. The teachers
assembled at the summer school received a thorough course of training under Sergeant-major
Routledge, of the Junior Cadets’ Department.

ScHOLARSHIPS.—There were in force at the close of the year seventeen Board Scholarships,
three National Scholarships, and two private scholarships of £6 bs. each (tenable for two years)
given by Mr. John Duncan. On the results of the Junior National Scholarship Examination,
held in December, twelve Board Scholarships and one Junior National Scholarship were awarded.

Frer Booxs.—The general opinion of School Committees and teachers in this district is that
the Government’s scheme for the supply of free text-books to school-children has not proved
successful. In many instances the grant has been reluctantly accepted, while in a number of
others it was declined. It is certain that the scheme has done little to relieve parents of expense,
as the Board learns that in most cases the children are provided with a private set of readers. If
the intention of the Government is to assist parents, 1t would be better to provide the cost of
material used in school. The grants could be paid over to School Committees on the understanding
that, with ‘the exception &f,text-books, they must provide all material required for the use of the
school-children. )

ManvaL anp TeorNIcAL.—Recognized classes were conducted at fifty-nine schools, the following
subjects being taught: KElementary agriculture, swimming and life-saving, elementary physical
measurements, and various branches of handwork. School classes in woodwork, cookery, and
advanced plain needlework were conducted at the Blenheim Technical School, and were attended
by pupils from the following schools: Blenheim, Picton, Springlands, Grovetown, Renwick,
Fairhall, Tuamarina, Koromiko, Marlborough High School, and Convent.

Burupings.—The total expenditure during the year was £1,798 4s. 8d., comprising £825
6s. 4d. for new works, £952 8s. 4d. for maintenance, £5 10s. for rent, and £15 for rebuilding.
The last amount is in connection with the school at Kaituna, which the Board is rebuilding out
of its own funds in accordance with the requirements of the Education Department. A similar
work is also being undertaken in conection with one of the class-rooms at Marlboroughtown.
New schools were completed at Nopera Bay and Onahuku, a new class-room was added to the school
at Ward, and the schoolrooms at Marama and Flat Creek were enlarged. A new schoolroom was
provided at Mirza by the Public Works Department, and another at Opouri Valley by the Marl-
borough Timber Company.

Finaxce.—The credit balance on all accounts at the 31st December was £61 1s. 11d. Details
of the recéipts and expenditure for the year are appended.

Tuavks.—The Board desires to again place on record its appreciation of the good work being
done by the School Committees and teachers in this district.

I have, &ec.,
The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington. R. McCavrruM, Chairman.
NELSON.
SIR,— - Education Office, Nelson, May, 1912.

In accordance with the provisions of the Education Act, 1908, the Nelson Board of
Education has the honour to submit the following report of its proceedings for the year 1911 :—

Tue Boarp.——The members of the Board are: Messrs, W. Lock, F. W. O. Smith, and A. T.
Maginnity (East Ward); W. N. Franklyn (Chairman), J. D. Beuke, and L. D. Easton (Middle
Ward); J. L. Munson, G. B. Shepherd, and J. W. Fair (West Ward). Mr. Shepherd handed in
his resignation as member in the early part of the year, but offered himself and was re-elected to
fill the extraordinary vacancy. In July the three retiring members—Messrs. Smith, Franklyn,
and Fair—were again returned. At the annual meeting Major Franklyn was elected Chairman
of the Boand. Twenty-four meetings were held during the year, and were well attended. The
meetings in May were held at Reefton and Westport. ‘ .

Privary ScHOOLS.—At the end of the year 118 schools were in operation; this number, how-
ever, including eighteen schools each having an average attendance of under nine. The difficulty in
securing competent teachers—especially for the household and aided schools—has not been quite
so marked during the year, though the proportion of uncertificated teachers is still too large.

Districr Hica ScmooLs.—The number attending the secondary departments at the district
high schols in Motueka, Reefton, and Takaka may be regarded as sajcisfactory, but the attendance
at Westport (average for year thirty-two) is not commensurate with the size of the town and
surrounding district. The instructor in agriculture continues to devote a good deal of time in

giving instruction in agricultural science, horticulture, and dairy-work to the students at Motueka

and Takaka. At Westport the majority of students are taking a commercial course.
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ATTENDANCE.—The roll-number on the 31st December was 6,077. The average attendance of
scholars during the year was 5,346. The numbers show a substantial increase on those of the
preceding year.

- SCHOLARSHIPS.—Seven Junior National, two Senior Board (these scholarships are donated by

the Governors of Nelson College), and thirty-two Junior Board Scholarships were held during the
_year. The Board’s Scholarship Regulations have been revised, the number of Junior Scholarships
having been increased by the elimination of the bursaries.

Frer TEXT-BOOKS.—Satisfactory arrangements were made for the provision of text-books for
Standard 1V, for which a grant was provided for the first time. The Board is glad to find that
provision has now been made for the replacement of worn-out books, but doubt is expressed as to
whether the grant will wholly cover the replacements required.

Prysroan axp Minitary DrinL.—The Board has to report that attention is given in the various
schools to the requirements of the Act in respect to physical and military drill.

CONVEYANCE AND Boamrp oF CHILDREN.—During the year assistance has been afforded in a
number of cases where children have been conveyed or ferried to enable them to attend school.
Allowances have also been granted to the parents of twelve children who have to live away from
home to attend school.

Scnoon CoMMITTEES ALLOWANCES.—The Amendment Act of 1910, providing an inerease in
the capitation allowance to Boards from 1ls. 3d. to 12s. per head, and also setting out the mini-
mum payments to be made for the incidental expenses of schools, necessitated a revision of the
scale of allowances to Committees. The new scale secures a more liberal payment to Committees,
while the purposes of the allowance are better defined.

MANUAL AND TECHNICAL.——An advance has to be recorded in the number of manual and tech-
nical classes held during the year, and in the number of pupils attending classes. A new branch
of manual instruction was taken up during the year—rviz., dairy-work—-and equipment was pro-
vided and classes started at seven primary schools and two district high schools. This work is
under the control of the instructor in agriculture. The work carried on in other manual-training
subjects—cookery, woodwork, ironwork, agriculture, &e.—is reported on favourably. Plasticene-
modelling continues to be the chief handwork subject in the primary schools, but brushwork and
free-hand drawing are being freely taken up. Tt is to be regretted that there is a decrease in the
number of classes for swimming and life-saving. Instruction in needlework was given in seven
schools in charge of male teachers, the special instructors receiving a payment at the rate of 10s.
for each child taught during the year. In regard to technical instruetion, continued progress is
being shown at the Nelson and Westport schools. At the beginning of the year the Board was
fortunate in securing the services of Mr. F. C. J. Cockburn, A.R.C.A., as art master at the Nelson
School. A new art-room was built, and a large number of art students were enrolled. The day
Trades’ School at Nelson, inaugurated at the beginning of the year, did not attract many students,
and it may become necessary to discontinue these classes for a time. The attendances at the after-
noon and evening classes both at Nelson and Westport have been very good, and the Board feels
that the instruction imparted is proving of great value to the community. At Reefton and Wake-
field school classes in woodwork and cookery have been conducted ; woodwork is also taught at the
Stoke Orphanage by the Board’s instructor, and classes in dressmaking have been held in the
Waimeas, and commercial classes at Motueka. Provision has been made for commencing classes
in cookery at Motueka this year, a room having been built for the purpose. A science-room has
been erected at Takaka, portion of the cost being provided by donations received from the Takaka
County Council and funds raised by the Distriet High School Committee. Classes for teachers
were held at Nelson and Westport. The Board’s thanks are due to the Westport Borough Couneil,
Buller County Council, Westport Harbour Board, Inangahua County Council, Takaka County
Council, and Nelson City Council, and others who have donated funds towards the maintenance of
technieal instruction.

TRAINING 0F UNCERTIFICATED TEACHERS.—Ilt is gratifying that the Department has provided a
grant to assist uncertificated teachers to obtain a full qualification. Though the notification of
the grant was received somewhat late in the year, arrangements were made for a class at Murchison,
and it is hoped to refund the fees paid by those teachers who were taking correspondence lessons
with recognized colleges.

BuiLpinGs.—A large amount has been expended during the year in repairs, improvements,
and repainting a number of buildings, but no schools were rebuilt. A school was erected at Wai-
uta out of special grant, and additions and improvements made to a number of teachers’ resi-
dences, the additions being in the nature of bathrooms and washhouses. The school at Kaka was
destroyed by fire, and was not replaced until quite recently. The Board is confronted with the
replacement of the remainder of the old wooden buildings at Westport, the primary school at
Motueka, and several other buildings which have been up for over forty years. It is anticipated
that some of the works will be carried out during the current year, but the amount available for
rebuilding is entirely inadequate to meet requivements. During the past five years two of the
largest schools (Nelson Girls’ and Westport) have practically been replaced, and in consequence
the funds for rebuilding depleted. Until the Department provides a grant for rebuilding on a
more liberal scale it appears impossible to reinstate all buildings when required.

Frvanci.—From the general statement of receipts and expenditure 1t will be observed that

" the Board ended the year with a small credit balance on all accounts of £162 Bs. 7d. Amounts
were transferred from the Teachers’ Salaries Account to the Administration Account, and from
the Secondary Account and Buildings Account to Manual and Technical Account. It has also
been found necessary to relieve the Manual and Technical Account of the charge for administration
by the Board office. i ] o o _ )

Tuanks.—The Board desires to thank the School Committees of the district for their cordial
co-operation and willing assistance rendered during the year.

T have, &e.,
W. N. FravkuLyn, Chairman.

The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington.
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GREY.

Sm,— Greymouth, 22nd May, 1912.

e I have the honour to present the report of the Education Board of the District of Grey

for the year ending 31st December, 1911.

Boarp.—At the beginning of the year the Board consisted of the following gentlemen : Messrs.

- W. R. Kettle (Chairman), H. J. Bignell (Treasurer), J. Kerr, J. Flynn, J. Noble, S. R. Harris,

d. Ryall, J. McCarthy, and Hon. J. Marshall, M.L..C. At the election in July Messrs. Ryall, Harris,

and the Hon. J. Marshall were retiring members for the Northern, Western, and FEastern Wards

respectively, and also candidates for re-election. The ballots resulted in the re-election of Messrs.

Ryall, Hon. J. Marshall, and F. H. Kilgour, the latter gentleman succeeding Mr. Harris as

member for the Western Ward. At the annual meeting following, Messrs. Bignell and Kilgour

were appointed Chairman and Treasurer respectively for the ensuing term.

Scuoons.—During the year there were in operation thirty-eight schools, graded as follows :
Grade 0, ten; Grade I, ten; Grade II, seven; Grade III, two; Grade IV, four; Grade V, one;
Grade VIp, three; Grade IX¢ (including a side school), one.  During the year five Grade O schools
—viz., Greenstone, Poerua, Johnston’s, Mitchell’s, and Upper Moonlight—were, owing to falling
attendance, declared temporarily closed, and two new schools—Rewanui (Grade 0) and Boddy-
town (Grade I)—were opened. At the end of the year thirty-one schools were in operation.

ArTENDANCE.—For the vear the average number of pupils on the roll was 1,934 and the
average attendance 1,695, the percentage of attendance being 87-64.

Teacuers.—At 31st December fifty-five adult teachers, five pupil-teachers, and three proba-
tioners, a total of sixty-three, were in the employ of the Board. Of the adult teachers nine males
and fifteen females are holders of certificates, and one male and four females are licensed. The
other twenty-six teachers (two males and twenty-four females) are uncertificated.

SoHOLARSHIPS AND SEDDON MEMORIAL MEDALS.—For one Junior National, five Board Junior
Scholarships, and two Seddon Medals a total of forty-six scholars entered, and of these thirty-
seven sat for the examinations. Of the latter candidates, two from the secondary department of
the Greymouth Distriet High School and two from the Marist Brothers’ School sat for English and
arithmetic only, these being the subjects on which the Seddon Medals are awarded. As result of
the examination the Junior National Scholarship was won by Norman V. Byrne, with 587 marks,
and six others successfully passed the examination. T'he Seddon Medals, given to the boy and girl
who each respectively obtains the highest number of marks in English and arithmetic at the Depart-
ment’s December examinations, were won by John Cairney and Lurline Bennington, both pupils
of the Greymouth District High School. '

Maxvan axp TecuNican.—Elementary handwork and other classes were held in connection
with Ahaura, Cobden, Blackball, and Greymouth Schools, and in the Greymouth Distriet High
School woodwork and elementary physiology were also taken. . Elementary agricultural classes
were held in connection with Poerua Estate, Dobson, and Blackball Schools, and cookery classes
in connection with Cobden, Runanga, and Greymouth District High Schools. Among special
classes held during the year were teachers’ classes in brushwork, drawing, model-drawing, and
painting. An engineering class in mechanical drawing, a class in shorthand, a continuation class
at Blackball, and a special cookery class (in connection with the Greymoutl Convent) were also held.
Including the £100 grant for teachers’ training, the total receipts for the year from all sources
amounted to £3273 Ts. 6d., and the expenditure (including £45 16s. 9d. for administration) to
£211 19s. 9d.

Buiuping-appiTions. — During the year much-needed additions to Ngahere and Runanga
Schools and the teacher’s residence, Ahaura, were completed out of grants authorized by the
Department. A new school was also erected at Boddytown, the site being the gift of Dr. C. L
Morice, all labour in connection with building, painting, fencing, &c., being gratuitously sup-
plied by the householders of the district.

Finanoe.—The year opened with a credit balance on «ll accounts of £175 9s. 1d., and closed
with a credit balance of £194 Ts. 3d.

GENERAL.—In conclusion, on behalf of the Board and its officers, and for myself personally,
I have to express sincere thanks to yourself and the officers of your Department for the prompt

attention to the Board’s requirements and the numerous courtesies extended us during the past
I have, &c.,
H. J. Brexeun, Chairman.

year. e

The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington.

WESTLAND.
Education Office, Hokitika, 22nd January, 1912,

I have the honour to present the report of the Westland Education Board for the year
ending 31st Degember, 1911. ) o

Tar Boarp.—The members forming the Board at the beginning of the year were: North
Ward—Messrs. T. W. Duff, T. T. Jones, and R. Rouse; Middle Ward—Messrs. T. W. Beare, J. J.
Clarke, and G. A. Perry; South Ward—Messrs. A. Cumming, J. Grimmond, and H. L. Michel.
In August Messrs. Jones, Beare, and Michel retired, and were re-elected. Mr. Perry was
reappointed Chairman and Mr. Clarke Treasurer. During _the year Mr. Michel acted as repre-
sentative on the High School Board of Governors, and during the first quarter Mr. Grimmond
was a School Commissioner appointed by the Board. Fourteen meetings have been held during

Sir,—
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the year, and the attendance of members has been as follows: Messrs. Perry and Duff, 14;
Messrs. Clarke and Rouse, 13; Messrs. Beare, Cumming, and Jones, 12; Mr. Grimmond, 11;
. ~Mr. Michel, 9. :

ScrOoLS.—At the beginning of the year there were thirty-five schools. The Karangarua and
Doughboy Schools were closed, and new schools were opened at Mikonui, La Fontaine, and
Mananui. There were thus thirty-eight schools in operation for all or part of the year, and the
number at its close was thirty-six. In addition, five private schools were under the Board’s inspec-
tion. Of the public schools, eleven at the end of the year were in Grade 0 (1-8), nine in Grade i
(9-15), six in Grade II (16-25), two in Grade III (26-35), four in Grade IV (36-80), two (including
a side school) in Grade V (81-120), and one in Grade VIIIa (301-350). For the ensuing year
three schools—viz., two in Grade 0 and one in Grade I—will be promoted to the next grade, and
one in Grade ITT will be reduced. The number of pupils that have attended the secondary classes
was forty-one, and thirty-three were on the roll at the end of the year. Six of these were holders
of Board’s Scholarships and three of Junior National Scholarships.

ATTENDANCE.—The roll-number of the schools at the end of the year was 1,136, a decrease of
fifteen. The average attendance was 902 per cent. of the average roll-number. This high mark
of regularity of attendance has been maintained with little compulsion, only two parents being
summoned under the compulsory clauses of the Act. It may be added that three pupils received
special recognition for attendance for six years without missing one half-day.

TracHERS.—The number of teachers under permanent engagement during the year was
fifty-five, including ‘seven head teachers, twelve assistants, twenty-nine sole teachers, six pupil-
teachers, and one probationer. The qualifications of the teachers were: Certificates—Seven head
teachers, eight assistants, and four sole teachers; Matriculation or Junior Civil Service—Ten sole
teachers, six pupil-teachers, and one probationer; without special qualification, fourteen sole
teachers and four assistants.

Manvar anp TuceNicar InstruorIoN.—(1.) Model and Brush Drawing: A teachers’ class was
in operation for seventeen weeks under the tuition of Mr. C. E. Bickerton; thirty teachers
attended. (2.) Elementary Agriculture: School-gardens were maintained in connection with five
schools. (3.) Physical Measurements: In the Hokitika District High School the tuition in this
subject was arranged to include four school classes. (4.) Handwork : School classes were recog-
nized in thirteen schools. )

Puysioar InstrucrioN.—The recognized cadets included a corps in the Hokitika District
High School and a detachment in the Kumara School. In a number of other schools company drill
has been included in the course. In nearly all the schools physical drill, including manual and
breathing exercises, has formed part of the programme of instruction.

Finance.—The annual statement of accounts presented shows a credit balance in each of the
four main accounts. The balance of the previous year in the Administration Account has suffered
a reduction owing to the increased payments to School Committees.

I have, &c.,
The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington. G. A. Prrry, Chairman.

NORTH CANTERBURY.

SR~ Christchurch, 22nd April, 1912.
I have the honour to present the following report of the proceedings of the Education
Board of the District of North Canterbury for the year ending 31st December, 1911.

Tur Boarp.—The members whose term of office expired under the provisions of the Act were
Mr. Adams, Mr. Rennie, and Mr. Opie, representing the North, South, and Central Wards respec-
tively, all of whom were re-elected unopposed. At the Board’s annual meeting, held on the 9th
August, Mr. M. Dalziel was elected Chairnan of the Board and ex officio member of each Com-
mittee. The election of Committees resulted as follows: Buildings—Mr. Boyd, Mr. Hardy, Mr.
Opie, Mr. Rennie, Dr.  Russell, Mr. Smith; Appointments—Mr. Adams, Mr. Boyd, Mr. Hardy,
Mr. Langford, Mr. Opie; Normal School and Technical—Mr. Adams, Mr. Langford, Mr. Opie,
Mr. Rennie, Mr. Smith. During the year the Board held 17 meetings, the Building Committee
met 19 times, the Appointments Comitaittee 33, and the Normal School and Technical Committee 16.

Tar Boarp’s REPRESENTATIVES.—On the several Boards of Managers of Technical Classes the
Board continued to be represented as follows: Christechurch-—Mr. C. H. Opie, Mr. H. Langford,
Mr. T. S. Foster: Banks Peninsula (Akaroa)—Mv. J. Bruce, Mr. J. S. Dodds:; Ashburton—Mr.
W. H. Collins, Mr. J. Tucker; Lyttelton —Mr. J. R. Webb; Rangiora— Mr. H. Boyd. The
Board’s vepresentatives on the several High School Boards also continuel without alteration, as
follows : Akaroa—Mr. W. H. Montgomery, Mr. R. Tatter; Ashburton—Mr. W. B. Denshire, Mr.
T. Tucker ; Rangiora—Mr. H. Bovd, Mr. A. 8. Bruce.

Buripines.—The total expenditure under the heading of huildings during 1911, including
architect’s office expenses and salaries, but exclusive of cost of Technical Schonl buildings, was
£12,565 11s. 10d. A large and commodious school has been erected at South Spreydon (Somer-
field Street). The building contains five rooms, is of brick, and provided with wide corridors and
well-ventilated spaces for hat and cloak accoranmodation. New schools, also designed on up-to-date
prineciples, affording ample lighting and ventilation, have also been built at Evreton and Waikuku,
the former to take the place of the old building used for so many vears, and the latter to replace
the school (also old) destroyed by fire on the 22nd Julv. Substantial additions have been made to

_the Linwood North, Heathcote Valley, and Liyndhurst schools, and at Omihi the teacher has been
provided with- residence. - At the date of this report three new roowms are being erected at Wools-
ton, and a new infant school at Spreydon, both buildings being of brick. During the year sites
for new schools were secured near Chaney’s Corner and Breeze’s Road, and at Akaroa a new site has



-~

a

E.—2. XVl [APPENDIX A.

also been purchased, towards the cost of which the Board confidently anticipates receiving a material
sum from proceeds of sale of the old site, which, though very valuable owing to the position it
dcoupies, is too small on which to erect a new and up-to-date school building. Out of special grants
made by the Government, supplemented to some extent by its ordinary funds, the Board has been
. ahle to provide bathrooms and washhouses for a number of its teachers. The Board trusts that it

“will be practicable to continue improvements in this direetion, and that in the near future all

teachers occupying houses will be provided with the conveniences necessary for their comfort and
welfare. Of the total expenditure on buildings, a large amount has been absorbed by necessary
repairs and minor improvements, including painting. ‘

For some years the Board had under consideration the question of the use of school buildings
for purposes of amusement and entertainment, such as picture-shows, dances, sales of work, &e.
It appeared to the Board that in such cases the buildings were exposed to more than ordinary risk
from fire, and that this risk should be covered by insurance. The Board accordingly deeided to
require School Committees to insure their school buildings when used for the purposes mentioned.
The Board would impress upon all Committees that the observance of this requirement will release
them from the responsibility they will otherwise incur should the use of schools for purposes of
amusement result in their destruction by fire. :

During the year the members of the Board inspected the schools situated on Banks Peninsula,
and made themselves acquainted with their several requirements. Generally speaking, though old,
the schools were found to be in very fair order. The following works, among.others, were recog-
nized as necessary, and have since been carried out: Le Bon’s Bay—additions to school and house;
Barry’s Bay—renewal of partitions and renovations; German Bay-—removal and re-erection of
chimney and improvement in lighting; Port Levy-—renovation to buildings. The visit to Akaroa
convinced members that a new school was necessary, and enabled them to inspect the various sites
then offered, none of which, however, was quite suitable for the purpose. As stated elsewhere, a
site has since been acquired.

Scmoons.—The number of schools in operation at the end of the year, including nineteen
aided schools, was 212, classified as follows: 1 to 8, 6 (of which 4 were aided schools); 9 to 15,
25 (of which 7 were aided schools); 16 to 23, 44 (of which 5 were aided schools); 26 to 35, 33 (of
which 2 were aided schools); 36 to 80, 49 (one of which—Midland Railway-—was an aided school);
81 to 120, 19; 121 to 160, 8; 161 to 200, 2; 201 to 250, 4; 251 to 300, 4; 301 to 350, 4; 351
to 400, 1; 401 to 450, 1; 451 to 500, 3; 501 to 550, 2; 551 to 600, 2; 601 to 650, 2; above
650, 3: total, 212,

The undermentioned table shows the number of schools, the number of children on the rolls, the
number in average attendance, and the percentage of attendance for each year* since 1878. Hitherto
the practice has been, in dealing with the percentage of attendance, to make the December quarter
the basis of caleulation. As the attendance during any one quarter is liable to fluctuate owing
to various causes, a truer indication of the position is obtained by taking the attendance for the
whole year. On this latter basis the percentage of attendance for 1911 is 8992, and that for the
previous year 87'03. - In order that a comparison may be made with the attendance for previous
years, the figures shown in annual reports from 1878 have been altered, those now substituted
being the mean average roll-number and the mean average attendance respectively for each year.

istri ided Total of Average Attend-
3?:: gzz::z%zi g:]:gl;fs‘i S‘glllools. Schools. On Roll. a%nce. Percentage.
!
1878 .. .. 106 4 110 13,781 9,641 69-96
1883 .. .. 139 4 143 17,475 12,844 73-50
1888 .. .. 155 1 156 20,301 15,920 78-41
1893 .. .. 175 4 179 21,279 17,543 8244
1898 .. . 186 16 202 20,836 17,580 84-37
1901 .. .. 185 20 205 19,769 16,591 83-92
1902 .. .. 185 22 207 19,625 16,747 85-34
1903 .. i 183 22 205 19,569 16,227 82:92
1904 .. . 184 29 206 19,440 16,712 85-97
19056 .. .. 187 23 210 19,492 16,923 86-82
1906 .. .. 189 20 209 19,472 16,876 8667
1907 .. .. 192 14 206 19,252 16,232 84-31
1908 .. .. 195 14 209 19,942 17,536 8794
1909 .. .. 196 14 210 20,427 17,634 86-33
1910 .. .. 194 15 209 20,755 18,063 97-03
1911 .. - 193 19 212 21,661 18,920 89-92

Qo001 STAFFS.-—There were 619 teachers in the Board’s service at the end of 1911, an
increase of twenty-seven over the previous year (see Return No. 8). The uncertificated teachers
numbered fifty-seven, many of whom, however, had passed certificate examinations or held partial
qualification. .

MAINTENANCE.—The expenditure on salaries and allowances to teachers engaged in primary
departments was £77,493 Ts., the grants to School Committees and other incidental expenses
amounting to £6,693 Ts. 7d., making a total of £84,186 14s. 7d. The expenditure on salaries
as compared with the previous year showed an increase of £2,103 15s. 4d. The salaries paid to
teachers in secondary departments amounted to £2,773 13s. 4d., being a decrease of £86 18s, 8d.
as compared with similar expenditure for 1910. Return No. 6% shows the amount spent in each

* Condensed into five-yearly periods from 1878 to 1901,
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school for salaries and incidentals during the year, and the following table gives the annual
totalst under the two headings from 1878 to the present year :—

Year. | Salarics. eontal Totals. Alverage
£ s. d. £ s d £ 8. d.
1878 .. . . 31919 0 0 6,276 6 9 38,195 6 9 9,641
1883 .. .. .. 42,240 19 10 6,090 15 9 48331 15 7 12,844
1888 .. . .. 50,749 14 6 6400 7 5 57,150 6 3 15,920
1893 .. . - 56,291 16 9 6,871 14 10 63,163 10 7 | 17,543
1898 .. . .. 55,390 3 11 5933 11 1 62,323 15 0 !‘ 17,580
1901 .. .. . 55,320 19 5 667 5 0 61900 4 5 | 16,591
1902 .. .. .. 57,117 16 2 6,046 14 2 63,164 10 4 16,747
1903 .. .. .. 56,748 2 10 5922 10 7 62,670 13 5 16,227
1904 .. .. .. 55,579 11 2 6,027 5 8 61,606 16 10 16,712
1905 .. .. .. 57,965 18 17 6,717 16 4 64,683 14 11 16,923
1906 .. . .. 62,939 2 10 6,759 16 3 69,698 19 1 16,876
1907 .. .. .. 64,240 10 2 6,694 12 11 70,935 3 1 16,232
1908 .. .. .. 65,218 16 9 6,825 12 1 72,044 7 10 17,636
1909 .. . . 73,133 5 10 7,107 10 1 80,240 15 11 17,634
1910 .. .. .. 75,389 11 8 6,487 11 11 81,877 3 17 18,063
1911 L i .. 77,493 7 0 6,693 7 7 84,186 14 7 18,920

TrainiNg CoLLEGE.—It is with great regret that the Board has to report the death of Mr.
E. Watkins, B.A., Principal of the Christchurch Training College, which took place on the 13th
April of the present year. In losing the services of its late Prineipal the Board has been deprived
of an able administrator who has made his influence felt throughout the Dominion. Appointed in
1895, after a long and well-proved service as tutor, Mr. Watkins held the position of Principal
for nearly seventeen years, during the whole of which period he applied himself to his onerous
duties with great assiduity and with a whole-hearted devotion that has commanded the respect and
esteem of all who have been closely connected with him. The changes that have taken place during
recent years in the management of the training colleges, resulting in the issue of regulations by
the Department, have brought anxieties to those directly responsible for the training of our young
teachers. It is not perhaps always possible. for a central authority, located at a distance, to fully
realize the difficulties that are met with in actual practice. That the management of the Christ-
church Training College has Leen attended by more than ordinary difficulty of late years is well
known, and it is therefore all the more a matter for congratulation that the Board at such a time
can unhesitatingly express appreciation of the sound professional training its students have
received under the wise and kindly control of the late Principal. Applications for the vacancy
will be invited forthwith, and in the meantime, in order that the work of the College, both in the
training and practising departments, may be continued with as little interruption as possible,
the Board has appointed Mr. T. S. Foster, M.A., Acting-Principal. Mr. Foster’s report, which
is appended,! gives the number of students admitted during the year 1911, and other statistical
information. During the year the Board decided to establish a junior kindergarten class in con-
nection with the Training College, so as to afford facilities to those students who are desirous of
taking up this branch of school-work. A start was made at the commencement of October, under
a specially qualified assistant mistress.

ScroLarsuIps.~—Thirty-two candidates (of whom twenty-seven qualified) sat for the Board’s
Senior Scholarship—viz., nineteen boys and thirteen girls. In the junior class there were sixty-
six candidates (thirty-six boys and thirty girls), of whom only thirty-five qualified. One hundred
and thirty-eight candidates (seventy-two boys and sixty-six girls) sat for the Junior National
Scholarship Examination, of whom eighty-one qualified. For the Gammack Scholarships there
were ten candidates. The first four in order of merit qualified for and elected to take either a
Junior University or Senior National Scholarship. The fifth in order of merit having been
awarded a military scholarship, the Board’s awards of Gammack Scholarships fell to two scholars,
both of whom obtained, in that order, credit in the examination.

Lists of scholarships, mainly of local interest, have been omitted.

IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE.—In his report for the year 1911 the Truant Officer points out that
up to August the attendance was very good, but that afterwards sickness among the children
reduced it considerably. The names of a great many irregular attenders were submitted by head
teachers, and notices were sent to parents representing 3,012 children. It was not found neces-
sary to take Court proceedings in more than fifty-one cases, in twenty-nine of which fines were
inflicted. From Mr. Blank’s veport the Board gathers that the absence of children from school
on the plea of ill health is not always justified, and that in some cases where the Court had been
asked to believe that children nearly fourteen years of age were unfit to attend school the supposed
invalids, on reaching the age exempting them from the provisions of the Act, were discovered by
their parents to be fit for farm life or work in a factory. It is admittedly difficult to deal with
cases of this kind, which, however, the Board trusts are few in number.

MaxvaL anp TecExicaL InstrUcTiON.—The report of the Director of Manual Training on the
school classes held in Christchurch, and the reports from the several outlying centres on manual
and technical classes generally, are appended. The lease of the building known as the School of
Domestic Instruction (Christchurch), in which cookery and laundry-work classes have been carried

*See Appendix E of this Report. 1 Condensed into five-yearly periods from 1878 to 1901.
f See Appendix D of this Report.
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on for some years, terminated in July, 1911. A new up-to-date centre has been established in
Sydenham, in which classes from a number of the city and suburban schools will now be accom-
modated. In his report Mr. Howell refers to the value of manual training and to the need of a
closer co-ordination between this work and that of the primary schools. Holding as it does the
opinien that the inclusion of manual work among the subjects of the public-school syllabus is not
only of great advantage, but that without it the primary education of pupils cannot be regarded
~as”complete, the Board cordially invites the co-operation of head teachers in its endeavour to see
that every boy and every girl within the reach of a manual- -training centre receives instruction
in some form of handieraft or domestic science. During the year in ninety-six schools classes in
one or other of the several forms.of handwork have been carried on, and fifty-five classes in
swimming and life-saving have been continued. In elementary agriculture, covering practical
instruction in school-garden work, the previous interest has been well sustained, no fewer than
111 schools having participated.

As regards technical work, at the Christchurch Technical College there has been a still further
increase in the numbers of pupils attending both day and evening classes, in the former the
number having reached 341 and in the latter 1,301. With so large a roll-number, and with a
time-table providing for so many and such diverse subjects, the accommodation hitherto available
has been taxed to the utmost. The erection of a domestic-science wing and additional workshops,
however, has placed matters on a more favourable footing, and when the laboratory now in course
of erection is completed the work of the College will be carried out under the most favourable
circumstances. The Board desires to congratulate the Board of Managers on their enterprise in
establishing a Girls’ Training Hostel, and to express the belief that this institution will be of
great value to girl students desivous of acquiring a thorough knowledge of domestic training.
Technical classes have been continued at all other established centres. At Ashburton a new tech-

nical school now in course of erection will increase the facilities hitherto existing, and the appoint-~

ment of a director, of which at the date of this report the Board is advised, will still further
stimulate the interest in the work. The new technical school at Kaiapoi is now in use, the classes
being under the direct supervision of an associated Board of Managers. It is a matter for regret
that at Akaroa there has been no extension of manual and technical work, and that classes in
operation have not been so well attended as usual. At other centres the work has been continued
on previous lines. In August last the Rangiora High School Board and the local Board of Managers
jointly submitted a proposal that the Eduecation Board should transfer its powers as controlling
authority to the Rangiora High School Board, the chief reasons advanced being that under the
arrangement then existing there was considerable overlapping in the work, and that the contem-
plated change would do away with a considerable dissipation of teaching-energy. The Education
Board offered no objection so far as technical classes were concerned, subject to adequate pro-
vision being made for school classes, and the proposal was thereupon approved by the Department
and carried into effect.

Prrsonar,.—On the 30th September Mr. T. Hughes, B.A., relinquished his position as Inspector
of Schools, his withdrawal from active service heing considered necessary byv his medical adviser.
Mr. 8. C. Owen, M.A., for many years in the Board’s service, and since 1904 headmaster at the
Christchurch East Main School, was appointed to fill the vacancy.

I have, &eo.,
M. Davzien, Chairman.

The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington.

SOUTH CANTERBURY.

S1R,— Fducation Office, Timaru, 1st March, 1912,

: I have the honour, in accordance with the provisions of section 174 of the Education Act,
1908, to submit the annual report of the Education Board of the District of South Canterburv
for the vear ending 31st December, 1911.

- Tue Boarp.—At the beginning of the year the Board consisted of the following members :
Messrs. W. M. Hamilton (Chairman), G. W. Armitage, C. S. Howard, W. Lindsay, George Lyall,
John Maze, J. S. Rutherford, G. J. Sealey, and Thomas Sherratt. Messrs. Armitage, Howard,
and Lyall, whose term of office expiréd in August, were all re-elected unopposed. Mr. W. M.
Hamilton was re-elected Chairman at the annual meeting of the Board in August. The Board
held twenty-three meetings during the year, the average attendance of members being 7°7.

Tur ScuooLs.—There were eighty-four schools in operation at the end of the vear, one more
than for the previous year. The Kohika School was closed, and two ‘ household schools ~’—
Hook Bush and Little Roderick—were opened.

TracuErs.—There were on 31st December 182 teachers in the Board’s service, 146 adult
teachers, twenty-eight pupil-teachers, and eight probationers. Of the adult teachers, seventeen
were uncertificated. During the year the Department made provision for assisting the uncertifi-
cated teachers in their preparation for their certificate examination. The offer of a grant came
too late in the year to arrange for classes, so that the Board decided to pay the tuition fees of
those who were receiving outside assistance. This year the Board has under consideration the
question of providing for the regular instruction of adult uncertificated teachers. The chief
difficulty in making the arrangements is the fact that many of these teachers are stationed in the
most distant parts of the district, so that it is impossible to assemble them weekly at one centre for
instruction.

Sonornarsuips.—The usual scholarship examinations were held in November and December,
the numbers of candidates being fifty-eight for junior scholarships and twenty-seven for senior
scholarships. Eight Senior and ten Junior Board Scholarships were awarded, and the Junior
National Scholarships were won by Mary Scott, of Hilton School, and Dora Hume, of Waimate
District High School. The Barclay Prizes, which are open to pupils from public and primary
schools only, were awarded for the first time as follows: First prizes, of £3 each—Mary Scott and
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Dora Hume; second prizes, of £1 10s. each—TFrancis Brosnan and David Todd. During the
year the Scholarship Regulations  were amended, the chief changes being the throwing of the
scholarships open to competition from all schools, the increase of the money values of Senior
.~Scholarships, and of Boarding Scholarships, and the giving of greater freedom of choice of sub-
jects in the Senior Scholarship Examination, especially to the pupils taking agriculture.
Prystcar. DriLL.—Generally this subject receives due attention from the teachers. In most
_ -of the larger schools military drill and physical and breathing exercises are very well taught, and
more attention is given to organized school games under the encouraging supervision of the
teachers. )
ArrENDANcE.—The following were the attendances for the year :—

- [

Average Attendance.

Quarter. Schools. | Teachers. | Roll. Ay S —
| \L M. F. \ Total.
‘ |
March . . ... 83 182 5,660 2,663 2,482 5,145
June .. .. P, 2 181 5,625 2,663 2,456 5,119
September .. o 8 183 5,684 2,575 2,408 4,983
December .. .. oo 8 182 5,753 2,673 2,488 l 5,161
| | ’

Yearly average attendance, 5,102.

The roll-number at the end of the year was sixty-nine higher than at the end of 1910, and the
yearly average attendance was 227 higher, and again constitutes a record for the district. 'The
mean average weekly roll was 5,670, and the average attendance was 90 per cent. of this (for 1910
it was 88-2). This 1s the highest percentage yet attained in the distriet, and the improved standard
of regularity is very satisfactory. It may be partly accounted for by the move stringent provisions
of section 94 of the Education Amendment Act, 1910, which requires all children to aftend the

school whenever it is open.
The following table shows the attendance at the schools of the district since the Board was

established at the beginning of 1878%:—

’ - Roll-numbers. Yearly Average Attendance. 3 %
418 - : - I 5P
ER RN &5 | |
Year. ‘I & | B 20 ‘ ,g = \ 33 §‘f‘ . ‘ | B & &
- - R~ = 2 228 | Boys | Gils | Total | L EE
Lzl og ey 8y Tl & way | P N
FIEEE RECHTRI T I R -
EE B GEE-GNICOR- EF ik
! ‘ | [ |
1878 .. 1] 56 . | 0666 .. | 941 813 1,754‘
1883 .. 139 95 | 3,644 | 1,797 | 1,521 [‘ 3,920 [ 3,907 | 1,535 | 1,417 2,952 ‘ 75-0
1888 .. .. | 50| 125 | 4,376 | 1,696 | 1,368 | 4,703 | 4,726 | 1,902 1,773 | 3,675, 777
1893 .. 80 | 143 | 4096 1755 | 684 5167 5169 | 2,120 | 1996 | 4116t 796
1898. .. L. | 67 | 144 | 4,914 | 1,493 | 1,210 | 5,197 | 5,182 2,351 | 2,141 | 4,492 ‘ 86-7
1902 .. .. | 711148 | 5,075 | 1,506 | 1,453 | 5,128 5,129 | 2,347 © 2,108 4,455 | 869
1903 .. o171 144 | 4,899 1 1,468 0 1,372 | 4,995 1 5,064 2,244 | 2,036 | 4,280 847
1904 .. .. | 74 144 | 4,787 | 1,648 | 1,321 1 5,114 - 5,077 2,331 | 2,113 | 4,444 | 875
1905 .. .| 741147 | 4,888 | 1,524 | 1,266 | 5,146 @ 5,104 2,360 | 2,141 | 4,501 882
1906 .. o lar | 152 | 4884 | 1700 | 1,389 | 5195 | 5,176 | 2,396 | 2,169 | 4,565 | 882
1907 .. .. | 76 ] 153 | 4,804 | 1,625 | 1,234 | 5285 | 5,244 2,389 | 2,117 | 4,506 | 878
1908 .. .. | 76 1 156 | 4,888 | 1,741 | 1,241 | 5,388 | 5,350 2,475 . 2,181 | 4,666 | 87-0
1909 .. .. 1 80 |.175 | 4,960 | 1,758 1,178 | 5,540 | 5,462 | 2,522 2,245 | 4,767 | 873
1910 .. .. | 831176 | 5,068 | 1,886 | 1,270 | 5,684 | 5,525 | 2,578 i 2,207 | 4,875 | 88-2
1911 .. o 84 | 182 | 5,1807 1,764 | 1,191 | 5,753 ‘ 5,670 \ 2,643 | 2,459 | 5,102 | 900

InorpenTAL Expunses or ScmooL Commirrens.—During 1910 there was considerable dissatis-
faction among School Committees because the special capitation grant of 9d. on the average
attendance was withdrawn from them. The Education Amendment Act, 1910, sections 2 and 4,
increased the annual capitation grant to Boards from 1ls. 3d. to 12s, and provided that the
grants for incidental expenses to Committees shall amount in the aggregate for all the Committees
taken together to not less than 5s. 6d. for each child. This inecreased grant enabled the Board
during the year to increase the allowances to Committees, and a new scale was adopted. During
1910 the incidental grants paid to Committees by the Board were £1,236 18s., while in 1911 they
were £1,452 15s., or a capitation of approximately Bs. 8%d.

BuiLpinas.—During the year a new school was built at Allandale; new teachers’ residences
were built at Washdyke and Pareora East; and the Waimate, Timaru South, Morven, and Waihao
Downs Schools were enlarged. These works were all done out of grants from the vote for special
grants for school buildings. In this connection, while thanking the Government and Department
for the consideration given to most of its applications, the Board regrets that, though repeated
representations were made to him on the matter, the Minister refused to grant the sums deemed
necessary for teachers’ residences at Washdyke and Pareora. Consequently, the Board has not been
able to erect houses and to provide conveniences in keeping with the importance of these schools.

* Table condensed into five-yearly periods from 1878 to 1902. 1 Strict average.
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The following school buildings were repaired and painted during the yvear : Adair, Arundel,
Geraldine, Glenavy, Hook, Hunters, Kingsdown, Makikihi, Orton, Pareora West, Pleasant Valley,
Rangitata Island, Rangitata Station, Redeliff, Scotsburn, Tawai, Te Moana, Waimataitai
(residence and interior of school), Waimate (residence and interior of school).
=" A statement of the receipts and expenditurs for the year is appended.

I have, &o.,
o ) W. M. Hamtnron, Chairman.
- The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington.

OTAGO.

SIR,— Edueation Office, Dunedin, 17th April, 1912,
I have the honour to present the following report of the Education Board of the District
of Otago for the year 1911.

Boakp.—At the beginning of the year the Board consisted of the following persons: Northern
Ward—Messrs. Donald Borrie, Andrew McKervow, and James Mitchell; Central Ward—Hon.
Thomas Fergus (Chairman), Messrs George C. Israel, and William Scott; Southern Ward—Rev.
P. B. Fraser, M.A., Messrs. D. T Fleming and Parker McKinlay, M.A. In the month of February
the Rev. P. B. Fraser resigned, owing to Lis removal from the district, the vacancy thus caused
heing filled by the election of Mr. James Smith for the remaining six months of Mr. Fraser’s term.
On the latter’s retirement a resolution expressing appreciation of the energy and attention with
which he had applied himself to the work of education during his thirteen years of service as a
member was inseribed in the Board’s minutes. At the annual election in the middle of the year
the Hon. Thomas Fergus and Mr. James Smith were returned unopposed for the Central ‘and
Southern Wards respectively, and Mr. Andrew McKerrow was re-elected for the Northern Ward.
At the first meeting of the Board in August Mr, Andrew McKerrow was elected Chairman. Twenty-
eight meetings of the Board were held during the year, the average attendance of members being
eight. In addition, the Board met twelve times as a selection committee to deal with the applica-
tions for the various vacancies for teachers. The following were the Board’s representatives on
various educational bodies: Otago High Schools Board—Hon. Thomas Fergus and Mr. &. C.
Israel; Waitaki High Schools Board—Mr. James Mitehell ; Boards of Management of Associated
(Technical) Classes—Dunedin, Messrs. G. C. Israel, William Scott, D. T. Fleming, James Mitchell,
Parker McKinlay, M.A., P. Goyen, and C. R. Richardson, B.A.; Oamaru, Messrs. James Mitchell
and Frederick S. Aldred.

NumBer oF ScmooLs.—During 1911 the schools at Merino Downs and Nugget Point, and
the household school at Balruddery were closed, and new schools were opened at Ngapuna and
Blackburn, and household schools at Pleasant Valley and Teviot Downs. The number of schools
in operation in December, 1911, was 239. The net increase in the number of schools open at the
end of the year was one. The following table shows the classification of the schools in grades on
their average attendance for the year 1911, in accordance with the Aet and regulations there-
under :—

Aggregate of the
Grade of Schools. Range of Number of

Attendance. Schools. A t%grfcli:ﬁz .

Grade 0... . l1to 8 11 65
)y T.. 9, 15 33 374
)y 11 ... 16 ,, 25 Hd 1,068
'y IIT1 ... 26 ,, 3b 34 997
R v ... 36 ,, 80 57 2,840
.y V.. 81 ,, 120 13 1,280
'y VI... .. 121 ,, 200 9 1,341
. VII ... ... 201 ,, 300 8 1,957

ys VI ... .. 301 ,, 450 &8 2,819
vy IX ... 4b1 ,, 600 8 4,008

's X.. Over 600 3 2,047
- *939 18,796

Tracrers.~—On the 31st December there were in the Board’s service 694 teachers, classed as
under :—

Males. Females.  Total,

Head teachers ... ... 101 1 102
Sole teachers ... .. 32 103 135
Assistant teachers ... b8 210 268
Total of adult teachers ... .. 191 314 505
Pupil-teachers ... U 37 54
Probationers . . . . 5 21 26
Teachers of needlework .. 22 22
Manual and technical (special teachers) 9 5 14
Teacher of gymnastics 1 1
" elocution 1 1

’s vocal music 1 1
Totals for 1911... ... 2925 399 624

Totals for 1910... ... 226 389 615
Difference for 1911 . R | 10 9

*Two_half-time schools reckoned as one school in Grade II. Normal School and Model School reckoned as one
school in Grade IX.

e
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Excluding special teachers and the assistants employed in the secondary departments ot
district high schools, and reckoning two pupil-teachers as equivalent to one adult, the average
‘number of children per adult teacher was 353, practically the same as in the previous year.

The following table shows the ratio of male to female teachers for the past three years :—

- Column 1. Column II.
- - Adult Teachers. i Pupil-teachers and Probationers.
1909 .. .. 100 males to 160 females. 1 1909 .. .. 100 males to 212 females.
1910 - .. 100 " 156 ' 1910 .. .. 100 ' 256 ”
1911 .. .. 100 v 164 ) 1911 .. .. 100 ' 264 .

The Board notes with regret that the figzures in column II above show an increasing disparity
between the number of males and the number of females joining the teaching profession in this
distriet. In the opinion of the Board it is desirable that the proportion of the positions in
its service held by male teachers should be greater than is now the case, but, in view of the
decreasing number of qualified young men in comparison with the number of qualified young
women offering themselves as pupil-teachers and probationers, the desire of the Board would not
appear to have any imimediate chance of fulfilment. Seemingly the State must be prepared to
offer yet greater inducements before it can hope to secure what in its best interests it ought to
have—an adequate supply of male teachers of mental power and high character, and imbued with
enthusiasm for their vocation.

The following table shows the number of certificated and uncertificated teachers in the Board’s
service for the years 1909, 1910, and 1911 respectively :—

o Uncertiﬁca;;l.
- J Certificated. :
| Holders of Licenses. | Other Teachers.

- o ‘ ' ! ! '
I M. F. I;Tota.l. M. | F. |Total. | M. | F. | Total
1909 .1 160 | 233 | 393 | 4 | 6 | 10 | 21 1 58 | 79
1910 .. . . .. 165 | 236 0 400 | 4 | 4 | 8 | 2 | 67 | 92
1911 .. .. .. { 168 252 | 420 3 3 6 20 | 89 79
Difference for 1911 R (—5 —8 ’— 13

| ! i : |

It is gratifying to record that the number of uncertificated teachers in the service at the close
of the year was fifteen less than at December, 1910. The Board is keenly alive to the necessity
for making the backblocks teacher as efficient as possible, and to his claims for facilities for
improving his professional status. Last year it provided for these teachers such classes as it was
possible to establish with the means at its disposal, and there can be no doubt that these contributed
to the very decided advance which the uncertificated teachers generally have made towards their
certificates. Taking into account the results of the teachers’ examinations held in January last,
it would appear that of the eighty-five uncertificated teachers in the Board’s service at the close
of the year seventeen have now completed their examination for a certificate, thirty-two have some
success recorded towards their certificate (either C or D), while thirty-six have failed to obtain
any recognized qualification. It is proposed during the present year to extend the scope of the
week-end classes in Dunedin for those not fully qualified, while, for such teachers as cannot attend
the Dunedin classes, arrangements will be made with competent teachers in their own neighbour-
hood to give them instruction in the subjects in which they have yet to pass. Probably, corre-
spondence classes may have to be instituted for a few for whom other methods of instruction are
impossible.

ArTENDANCE 0F PupiLs.—Roll-number: The weekly roll-number for each quarter showed an
increase over that of the corresponding quarter for the previous two years. The figures are as
follows :—

: 1909. 1910. 1911.

First quarter ... e ... 19,518 19,695 20,065
Second quarter ... . . ... 19,608 19,875 20,193
Third quarter ... .. 19,695 19,964 20,281
Fourth quarter ... ... 19,957 20,296 20,697
Mean of the four quarters .. 19 694 19,953 20,309

The increase in the mean roll-number for the whole district was 356, or 1'8 per cent. The
roll-number for Dunedin and suburbs was 8,797.

Average Attendance: The average daily attendance for each quarter of the last three years,
and the percentages of those attendances to the weekly roll-number are shown below :—

18,067 | 18,634 | 902

| {

Whole year .. .. . | 17,769 91-7

Average Attendance. Percentage of Weekly Roll.m
—_— : ! ] f
1909, 1910. 1911. 1909. © 1910. ' 191l
| i [
l
First quarter .. .. .. 17,670 17,963 18,784 905 [ 91-2 936
Second quarter .. .. .. 17,587 17,869 18,434 896 | 899 91-3
Third quarter .. .. oL 17,746 17,828 18,328 90-1 i 89-3 90-3
Fourth quarter .. .. .. 18,071 18,608 18,988 90-6 | 916 91-2
| 5 |
| l
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The increase 1n the average attendance was 567, or 3'1 per cent. For the past five years the
average attendance has steadily increased, and at the present rate of progress should, in about
two years’ time, reach the record of 19,607 attained in 1895. The average attendance for Dunedin
and suburbs for the past year was 8,195, an increase of 378, or 4'8 per cent. Attention is directed
to the high standard of regularity of attendance reached during the yvear, the percentage of average
to weekly roll being 917 for the whole district (increase, 1'2), and 93'1 for Dunedin and suburbs
(inerease, 0'6). These percentages are the highest ever recorded in this district.

Ages of the Pupils: The average ages of the pupils in the various classes were: Preparatory,
6 years 10 months; Standard I, 9 years; Standard II, 10 years 2 months; Standard III, 11 years
3 months; Standard IV, 12 years 3 months; Standard V, 13 years 2 months; Standard VI,
13 years 114 months; Standard VII, 15 years 1 month. These figures show a slight decrease in
the ages for the preparatory, Standard I, and Standard VII classes, an increase of a month in the
age for Standard V, and no variation in the other classes.

In view of the discussion that has taken place in recent years regarding an alleged tendency
to keep pupils too long in the preparatory classes, it may be noted that for last year the number
of pupils between the ages of five and eight showed the same percentage of the total as in the
previous year—rviz., 31'8 per cent.; while the number of pupils in the preparatory classes decreased
from 36'8 per cent. to 36'3. The figures are given below in comparison with those for the years
1910 and 1906. With all due respect to the opinion of the Inspector-General, expressed in his
recent reports, that secondary instruection is not entered upon by our pupils at a sufficiently early
age, the Board fails to see any necessity for the adoption of measures for the curtailment of the
time pupils stay in the preparatory classes, as it believes the general educational attainments of
the children of this district are as high as those of children of equal age in Britain or America.

1906. 1910. 1911.
Pupils between five and eight ... ... 5,661 6,473 6,566
Percentage of roll-number 29'8 31-8 318
Pupils in preparatory classes ... L. 4,996 7,449 7,494
Percentage of roll-number 264 368 36°3

Sex of the Pupils: At the 31st December last there were on the school rolls 10,752 boys (52 per
cent.) and 9,865 girls (48 per cent.). The ratio of boys to girls was -the same as in the previous
year—viz., 100 boys to 93 girls. There were fifty male and forty female Maori or half-caste
children on the rolls at the end of the year.

ScuHovarsHIPS.—For the five Junior National Board Scholarships provided under the Act
and the ten Junior Scholarships offered by the Board there were 167 competitors. Of these, 117,
or 70 per cent., passed the examination, and fifty, or 30 per cent., failed. For the ten Senior
Board Scholarships there were fifty-five competitors, of whom forty-seven, or 84 per cent., passed
the examination, and eight, or 16 per cent., failed. The number of competitors shows a slight
decrease as compared with the previous year. The five Junior National Scholarships were awarded
as follows: For schools with an average attendance not exceeding thirty-five, Annie M. White,
Merton School; for schools with an average attendance between thirty-six and 200, Elliot M.
Christie, Bluespur School : - all schools—Arthur J. Phillipps, Normal School; Henry C. McQueen,
Albany Street School; Irene E. Searle, Albany Street School.

With the funds available, the Board was able to award twenty Junior and seventeen Senior
Board Scholarships as follows: Junior—Division A (for pupils from schools with. an average
attendance below thirty-six), three scholarships; Division B (for pupils from schools with an
average attendance between thirty-six and 160), three scholarships; Division C (for pupils who
have made the highest aggregate of marks), fourteen scholarships.

The Board’s Junior Scholarship regulations were lately amended, and last year’s competition
was the first under the altered conditions. It is unusual, but at the same time very gratifying, to
see the smaller schools so well represented in the junior list, six scholarships having been awarded
to pupils of schools with an average attendance below sixty-three.

Senior : Seven scholarships [details omitted].

Two of the Senior Scholarship winners had previously held Junior National Scholarships, and
four had held Junior Board Scholarships.

The amount expended on scholarships for the year was—Board Scholarships (Junior and:

Senior), £1,218 3s. 6d.; Junior Nationgl Scholarships, £352 10s. : total, £1,570 13s. 6d.
In future a number of Senior Scholarships will be allotted to pupils who take practical work

in science. 'The scholarships current at the end of the year were :—
Males.  Females. Total.

Junior National ... o8 7 15
Board’s Senior ... 2 10 356
Board’s Junior . .. oM 7 31

Totals ... b7 24 81

The names of those who held scholarships in December, 1911, and particulars as to the marks
obtained by those who passed the examination at the end of that year are given in Appendix K,
which also contains a complete list of all those who have held Junior National Scholarships.

Manvan AND TEcHNICAL INsTRUOTION.—In December last there were 6569 boys receiving instrue-
tion in woodwork, 658 girls in cookery, 6,797 girls in needlework, while 1,857 pupils of both
sexes were attending classes in agriculture, 1,045 in physical measurements, and 13,110 in other
branches of handwork. These figures show a very considerable increase over previous years.
Forty-five schools participated in cookery and woodwork instruction, the total number of pupils
being 42 per cent. in excess of that of the previous year. School-gardens were in operation in
connection with eighty-four schools. The principle of central school instruction, which has been
in operation in Dunedin for some years, has been extended to Oamaru, Balelutha, and Toko-
mairiro, and the pupils of several schools on the railway-line have been taken there for instruction

in cookery and woodwork.

~h
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Day and ‘evening classes for adults as noted below have been established and directly controlled
by the Board. The figures show the number that attended each class.

' i

— Typewriting. { Shorthand. ‘: Cookery. | Dressmaking. Wool-classing.. Book-keeping.

. i l
Balclutha . .. 9 10 14 31 | 13 .
Milton .. .. .. 16 16 27 28 19 38
Lawrence .. - 9 7 . 24 } .. 21
Clinten .. . oo .. . .. 18 ‘. ..
Owaka .. . . .. .. . 24
Waiwera .. . .. . .. 18
Stirling .. » I . . 13

|
l

These classes have proved extremely successful. The Board records with pleasure the hearty local
interest evinced and support accorded in connection with the most of them, and believes there is
good ground for anticipating for them similar success in future years. The financing of these
country classes for adults must, however, always be a serious consideration, as, after providing
for the emolument of the teachers employed, there is but little, if any, margin from the fees and
capitation to meet contingencies.

School of Art: The total number of pupils receiving instruction by means of the School of
Art was 643, including 116 day students, 176 evening students, 133 day students of the Technical
School, 139 teachers attending Saturday classes, 33 teachers attending week-day classes, 41 teachers

- attending at Oamaru special classes, 100 Training College students, and 13 teachers attending a

special course to prepare them for their certificate examination.

Training-classes for teachers were carried on as follows s Dunedin—Drawing, design, brush-
work, modelling, cookery, needlework, dressmaking, physiology and first aid, agriculture
(elementary and advanced), vocal musie, elocution, physical training. ‘Oamaru—Drawing, design,
brushwork, modelling, elocution. The capitation received for all manual and technical instruction
classes during the year was £2,615 6s. 7d., or £580 2s. 3d. more than for 1910.

Rural Instruction at District High Schools: The advisability of introducing at the distriet
high schools in this district the Department’s scheme of rural instruction was considered by the
Board in 1910, but in consequence of the disfavour with which it was regarded by the majority
of the School Committees and headmasters concerned the Board did not deem it prudent to proceed
with it at that time. The question was, however, reopened in June last, when it was found that
the attitude of the School Committees and headmasters had so altered that they had withdrawn
all opposition to the scheme, and were prepared to give it the very heartiest support. The Board
accordingly decided to make arrangements for the introduction of the scheme at the beginning
of 1912.  The work of initiating the scheme has been very heavy, involving as it has done the
drafting of suitable programmes of instruction, the appointment of two qualified teachers in
agricultural science, one teacher in woodwork, one in cookery, and one in dressmaking, besides
the erection of the following buildings: Balelutha—Cookery and seience rooms and enlarging of
woodwork room; Tokomairiro—Cookery and science rooms and alteration of woodwork room;
Lawrence—Woodwork, cookery, and science rooms; Mosgiel—Science room; Tapanui—Woodwork,
cookery, and science rooms. All these buildings are now in course of erection. A grant for the
necessary rooms at Palmerston has not yet been sanctioned by the Government. As may be
inferred, the cost of providing the above-mentioned technical rooms has been large, and the
acknowledgments of the Board are due to the Government for the favourable consideration accorded
to the applications for grants in connection therewith that the Board has found it necessary to
make. As much expedition as was possible has been exercised in the erection of the buildings,
but much yet remains to be done before the scheme can be considered in proper working-order.
So far, however, the prospects are most encouraging, and the Board believes it is not too optimistic
in expecting from the scheme, when fully inaugurated, the most beneficial results.

Owing to the public-spiritedness of local bodies and private persons at Roxburgh, Alexandra,
Clyde, Cromwell, and Naseby in agreeing to provide for two years half the salary of an Instructor
in Rural Science, the Board was enabled to engage a third agricultural instructor, whose work will
be confined exclusively to the goldfields district.

The following is a summary of the receipts and expenditure in connection with the special
and school classes for manual and technical instruction for the year 1911 : Expenditure—Mainten-
ance (salaries, materials, &e.), £3,696 18s. 8d.; buildings, fittings, and apparatus, £630 13s. 5d. :
£4,327 12s. 1d. Receipts—From Government: Capitation, £2,615 6s. 7d.; buildings, fittings,
and apparatus, £678 2s. 4d.; fees, £549 2s. 3d.: £3,842 1ls. 2d. Dr. balance for year,
£485 0s. 11d.

FinaNcE.—A statement of the Board’s income and expenditure for the year is given in
Appendix B. The following statement shows the sums expended under the various headings during
the past three vears: Teachers’ salaries, inculding lodging-allowances—1909, £72,542 19s. 9d.;
1910, £75,554 13s. 7d.; 1911, £78,048 10s. 5d. Payments to School Committees for incidental
expenses—1909, £5,947 10s. 9d.; 1910, £5,416 14s. 9d.; 1911, £6,220 12s. 5d. FErection,
enlargement, and improvement of school buildings, purchase of sites, house allowances, manual and
technical buildings, and apparatus—1909, £23,607 8s.; 1910, £15,676 1s. 6d.; 1911, £16,302
13s. 2d. The receipts for school buildings include grant for maintenance, £10,728; special
grants for new buildings, £4,155 4s.; house allowances to teachers, £938 13s. 1d.; rents, £30 6s. ;
rebuilding, £8; local contributions, £155 18s. 11d.; deposits on contracts, £118 13s.; special
grants for technical school buildings, and furniture, fittings, &c., for same, £678 2s. 4d.: total,
£16,812 17s. 4d. The main items of expenditure on buildings were: General maintenance
(repairs, alterations, and small additions), £10,201 Ts. 8d.; rebuilding, £8; new buildings,
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£4,547 11s. 8d.; house allowances, £915 6s. 5d.; manual and technical purposes, £630 13s. bd. ;
vents of buildings, &e., £20 11s.; refund of cash deposits, £1756 10s. 9d. At the end of the year
the Board’s Building Account was in credit to the amount of £822 8s. 1d.

_. IxspEcrioN OoF ScHooLs.—Mr. C. R. Richardson, B.A., who has been on the Inspectorial staff
of the Board for the past sixteen years, was appointed Chief Inspector in the room of Mr. P. Goyen,
who retired in December, 1910, and in January, 1911, Mr. John Robertson, B.A., headmaster of
the Lawrence District High School, was appointed Assistant Inspector. The Inspectors group the
‘Schools accordifig to their efficiency as follows: Bxcellent, very good, or good, 69 per cent.;
satisfactory, 27 per cent.; fair, 3 per cent.; inferior, 1 per cent. They express the hope that in
the near future the proportion of ‘‘ good” schools will be raised to 75 per cent. The order,
discipline, and tone of the schools are reported to be good.

DriLL anp PrYs1caL Exercises.—Satisfactory attention has been given throughout the various
schools to the requirements of the Act regarding the practice of drill and physical exercises,
including breathing-exercises. ’

BurLpings.—Owing to the ever-increasing cost of labour and material, the Department’s grant
for new buildings, based on estimates previously given, have in some instances proved inadequate,
and applications for supplementary grants have had to be made. The cost of connecting
sanitary conveniences with the sewerage system in various centres has been heavy, and the Board
regrets that the Minister has not seen his way to make special grants to meet the cost of such
works. The Board is keenly impressed with the necessity for improving a number of the teachers’
residences, and, so far as its funds would permit, has endeavoured by alteration and addition to
make them more commodious, and by the supply of baths, wash-tubs, &c., to bring their domestic
equipment somewhat into line with modern ideas. The Board appreciates the action of the
Government in making grants from time to time to aid in this most necessary work, but regrets
that these payments are not more numerous. If the Board did not anticipate the grants, and, as

opportunity offered, effect the improvements mentioned out of their maintenance grant, the

discomfort and inconvenience of a large number of the teachers’ homes would be infinitely greater
than is the case. .

Truancy.—Eight hundred and ninety notices were posted to or served on parents and
guardians for infringements of section 153 of the Education Act. Seventeen notices under
section 152 were served on parents whose children were not on the roll of any school. One hundred
and sixty-three cases of irregular attendance were investigated. Sixty-five penalty summonses
were issued under section 153. Under the above sixty-five summonses, sixty-three convictions
were obtained, two being withdrawn owing to the production of medical certificates. The total
amount of fines inflicted for the year was £12 13s.

Travine CoLLEGE.—Forty-two male and fifty-eight female students were enrolled at the Dun-
edin Training College. Of these, fifty-eight were from Otago, thirty-four came from Southland,
and eight came from South Canterbury. Seventy-eight of them had been either pupil-teachers or
probationers. The allowances paid to the students (including bursaries, lodging-allowances, and
travelling-expenses) amounted to £4,423 12s. 4d., and the College fees paid to the University
authorities on their behalf to £870 9s.; total £5,294 1s. 4d., which is an increase of £174 192s. 4d.
on the similar expenditure for the previous year.

CerTiFicaTBs.—Proficiency certificates were gained by 977 pupils, or fifty-four more than in
1910; while 164 pupils, or four less than in the previous year, qualified for competency certificates
of Standard VI.

INcipENTAL ExpENses oF Scmoons. — The total sum paid to School Committees to meet
incidental expenses amounted to £6,220 12s. 5d., which was £803 17s. 10d. more than in 1910.
Pending an amendment in the Board’s scale of payments for services comprised under the term
‘“incidentals,”” the extra statutory capitation of 9d. per unit of average attendance has been paid
over to the Committees by the Board. The total payment under this head made last year was
equal to 6s. 73d. per unit of the average attendance, or 1s. 13d. per unit above the minimum
which the Board is required by law to pay.

SecoNpaRY Crasses arT Districr Hice ScHoons.—In December last the numbers in the
secondary classes at these schools were ag follows: Tokomairiro, 46; Balclutha, 40; Lawrence, 33;
Normal, 30; Tapanui, 28; Mosgiel, 21; Palmerston, 18; Port Chalmers, 16; Naseby, 14:
total, 246, or 17 less than in December, 1910.

Scroor LiBrasirs.—Subsidies ranging in amount from £2 10s. to 10s., and totalling £44
6s. 4d., were paid to thirty-five School Committees to assist in providing books for school libraries.
In their report the Inspectors bear tribute to the excellent effect which the extension of school
libraries throughout the district is having upon the general intelligence of the pupils.

ConveYance oF CHILDREN.—The capitation allowance for these services was claimed in respect
of thirty-eight schools, or five more than in the previous year, the total payment being £1,093
6s. 9d., an increase of £44 19s. 7d. The capitation payments of 2s. 6d. per head for the board of
children who have to live away from home to attend school amounted to £34 17s. 6d.

SurERANNUATION.—The Board has now framed a regulation, operative from 1st January,
1912, requiring all female teachers in its service to retire on attaining the age of fifty-five years.
In the previous year it had notified all male teachers and officers that their service with it would
be terminated on their reaching the age of sixty-five years.

Scroorn Commirrees.—The Board records its appreciation of the valuable assistance rendered
by the various School Committees in the administration of educational matters during the past
year. I have, &c.,

Tromas Frreus, Acting Chairman,

‘The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington.
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SOUTHLAND.

SIR,— Education Office, Invercargill, 29th March, 1912,

In accordance with the provisions of the Education Act, 1908, T beg to submit the follow-
ing report of the Education Board of the District of Southland for the year ended 3lst Deember,
1911.

Tus Boarp.—The members of the Board whose term of office expired under section 11 of the
Act were Messrs. W. N. Stirling, John Fisher, and George James Anderson, representing the
Central, West, and East Wards respectively. Nominations to fill the vacancies were invited, as
required by the Act, but with the result that for the East Ward no nominations were received.
The Board, acting under legal advice, and in conformity with the provisions of section 31 of the
Act, thereupon appointed Mr. John MacGibbon, of Gore, to fill the vacancy. The vacancies for
the Central and West Wards were filled by the re-election of the retiring members. At the
ordinary meeting of the Board held on the Ist September, Mr. Duncan Gilchrist was unanimously
elected chairman for the ensuing term. Messrs. W. Macalister (re-elected) and W. N. Stirling
were appointed as the Board’s representatives on the Southland Boys’ and Girls’ High Schools
Board; and, similarly, Mr. Thomas MacGibbon was re-elected a member of the Board of Governors
of the Gore High School. The Board’s Executive Committee is still composed of all the members
of the Board for the time being. The Board held twelve ordinary and one special meeting during
the year, and the Executive Committee met twenty-three times. The attendance of members was,
on the whole, very satisfactory.

SCHOOLS AND ATTENDANCEs.—The number of schools reported as in operation at the close
of the year 1910 was 170. New schools were opened during the year in the distficts of Kingston,
Redan Valley (these two schools reopened after being closed for many years), Nokomai,
({lenorchy II, Sunnyside, and Five Rivers, the two last named being household schools established
for the benefit of individual families living in remote localities. The schools at Minaret (house-
hold) and Croydon Siding were closed during the year, thus making the number of schools in
existence on the 31st December, 174, a net increase of four during the year. In the districts of
Kingston and Redan Valley the buildings previously in use were repaired and brought again into
requisition ; at Glenorchy a new building was erected; and at the other places suitable temporary
class-rooms were provided by the residents for the benefit of whose families the schools were esta-
blished. As settlement in this education district continues to expand, the necessity for the
extension of educational facilities will also in a corvesponding degree have to be provided for.

Regarding the attendance, there is but little unusual to report. The mean average weekly
voll-number for the four quarters of the year was 10,556, and the average attendance 9,449. These
numbers show an increase of 327 and 548 in the weekly roll and average attendance respectively as
compared with the corresponding figures for 1910. The percentage of average attendance to
weekly roll is thus 895, a gratifying increase of 25 over the preceding year, and the highest yet
recorded in this education district. The increase may be set down to a variety of causes, chief
amongst which is probably the absence of any serious epidemic amongst the school-children during
the year. The fact, now generally known, that the law provides no loophole of escape for parents
careless or indifferent to the educational welfare of their children has also doubtless exercised a
salutary influence on the attendance. As in past vears, Mr. J. B. Cosgrove’s services as Truant
Officer have also greatly assisted in maintaining a more regular attendance. Truancy returns
are furnished to the Board by the teachers at the end of each month during the year, and the
information contained therein forms the basis of action by the Board’s officer to compel com-.
pliance with the law in all cases where no valid excuse can be given for irregular attendance.
Trihes and expenses amounting to £16 13s. 6d. were recovered from defaulting parents during the
year. :

i The following figures compiled from a new form of return, prepared for the first time this
year, will show the numbers in the various classes and the ages of pupils on the rolls of our schools

as on the 31st December last :-—

Classes.

: Boys. Girls. Totals,
Prepa,ratory . o ... . 2,046 1,807 3,853
Standard - T .. 702 659 1,361

s 11 653 652 1,305
' - I - 650 610 1,260
ys v 602 564 1,166
' v 524 479 1,003
ys Vi 385 357 742
v vl 31 38 69
5,593 5,166 10,759

Ages.
. Boys. Girls, Totals.
5 vears and under 6 .. ... 433 432 865
6 ., 7 .. 641 572 1,213
7 ' 8 ... 685 611 1,296
8 Y 9 ... 662 624 1,286
9 - i 10 .. 614 581 1,195
10 's 11 . ... bH89 572 1,161
11 : .y 12 ... Hb64 555 1,119
12 'y 13 ... b64 542 1,106
13 “ : 14 - C... 483 401 884
14, ¢ ' B 3 ... 259 210 469
Above 15 vears . .99 66 165
5,593 5,166 10,759

iwv—H, 2 (App. A).
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In the December quarter there were in attendance at fifteen schools in the district 134 Maori or
half-caste children—seventy-six boys and fifty-eight girls. These pupils are, of course, also
ineluded in the numbers recorded above.

«~TrAcHING STAFF.—In the service of this Board at the close of the year 1910 there were 124
male and 203 female teachers of all grades. The number has increased to 333 during the past

year, classified according to status as follows :—
T Males. Females. Totals.

Heads é'f schools s 49 10 59
Sole teachers ... 45 69 114
Asgsistants 16 86 102

Total adult teachers . ... 110 165 275
Probationers ... 15 15
Pupil-teachers ... e oo 12 31 43

Totals .. .. 122 211 333

A glance at the foregoing statement will probably cause some disquietude to those who dread the
consequences of the passing of the education of our youth into the hands of the gentler sex. The
fact remains, however, that to whatever cause it may be attributed, the proportion of males to
females on the teaching staff of our schools is gradually on the decrease. This Board’s report for
the year 1899—only twelve years ago—gives the numbers of male and female teachers as 124 and
117 respectively; and the report of the succeeding vear (1900) records the fact that the sexes
were then about equally represented. Now the percentage is roughly as 37 to 63. What the
future holds in store in this connection can, of course, be only a matter of surmise. This Board
holds the opinion that the question is one of national importance, and should receive the most
careful consideration at the hands of the central authorities. Entry into the profession should
in some way be made even more attractive than it now is to young men of the right stamp.

Taking the adult teachers only into account, it is found that there are seventy-five males and
ninety-three females holding certificates of competency, four males and three females who have
licenses to teach, while there are thirty-one males and sixty-nine females who are possessed of
neither qualification. It has to be noted, however, that a considerable number in the class last
mentioned are to be credited with Civil Service or matriculation honours, and so are fairly well
qualified for their high office from an educational standpoint.

Acting under the spur of a resolution adopted by the Board in the early part of the year,
a large number of the less highly qualified teachers notified their intention to present themselves
for the teachers’ examination to be held in January, 1912. This is a hopeful sign for the future.
This district, the Board is aware, is not singular in the matter of the employment of uncertifi-
cated teachers, but shares with other education districts the disadvantages which such a system
necessarily involves.

Referring to the pupil-tcaeher system, slowly but surely being superseded, the Board has
to report that nearly all of the appointees have secured passes in either matriculation or Civil
Service examinations. The numbers, therefore, who have to present themselves for the ordinary
pupil-teacher examination has almost reached the vanishing point.,

Seholarships.—The annual examination for scholarships was held in November and December
last at three centres—Invercargill, Gore, and Arrowtown—when eighty-three junior and twenty-
six senior competitors entered the lists. To those gaining the highest aggregate of marks the
following scholarships were awarded : Junior National—To Mary O. I. Preston, of Invercargill;
Tan G. McInness, of Riversdale; and Chrystal 1. Pearce, of Invercargill. Board’s Senior—To
Dorothy J. Lambeth, John M. Bingham, Hubert J. Ryburn, Arthur A. Reid, and Christine L.
Cumming, all of Invercargill. Board’s Junior—Six scholarships of the value of £30 each (to non-
resident candidates), and sixteen of the value of £5 each (to resident candidates) were also
awarded.

The following extract from the regulations of the Board indicates the basis of allocation so
far as the distribution of Board’s Junior Scholarship funds between town and eountry schools is con-
cerned : ‘‘In each year two Junior Scholarships shall be awarded to gualified candidates from schools
having not more than thirty-five pupils in average attendance; and, further, two Junior Scholar-
ships to qualified candidates from schools’having more than thirtv-five but not more than 200 in
average attendance. The remaining scholarships available shall be awarded to candidates from
all classes of schools in order of merit, provided that no candidate shall hold two scholarships
concurrently. No Junior Scholarship shall be awarded to any candidate that does not pass the
Junior National Scholarship Examination.” ’

The tenure of the Junior National and Board’s Senior Scholarships is three years, and that
for Board’s Junior Scholarships two vears. It is worthy of mention that this vear the two candi-
dates highest on the junior list were awarded National Scholarships, the first to a pupil in a school
with an average over 200, the second to a pupil ir} a school with. an average of 36 to 200. No
pupil in a school with an average of under 36 qualified for the third available scholarship, which
was therefore awarded to a pupil from a school in the next highest grade. Al scholarships are
tenable at an approved secondary school.

Prysicar CuLrorE.—The provisions of the Act so far as they relate to the practice of physical
exercises have been complied with in the large majority of schools throughout the district with, the
Board has reason to believe, highlv beneficial results to the pupils in attendance. Mr. I. C.
Galloway’s services as Instructor have been retained under conditions similar to those previously
exigting.

SCgI‘{OOL Comyrrrars’ Arrowances.—In order to complv with the letter and spirit of the
Education Amendment Act, 1910, the Board made a substantial addition to the scale of payments
hitherto allowed to School Committees for incidental expenses. The increase; amounting to £9208

S
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per annum, was paid in one sum on the lst July last, as a special allowance varying according to
the grade of the school from two-fifths to one-quarter of the usual quarterly payment. The allo-
cation was made so as to benefit more largely the smaller country schools, and at a time of the year
when the strain on the Committees’ recources was most urgent.

The aggregate amount paid to Sehool Committees during the year was £2,708 5s. 4d., and
this sum works out at almost Hs. 83d. per pupil on the mean average attendance for the year,
or 28d. (equal to £108 per annum) per pupil in excess of the sum stipulated in section 4 of the
Act previously referred to. )

FRrEE CLASS-BOOKS.——From the terms of a circular recently issued, the Board notes the inten-
tion of the Department to continue and extend the privilege of free class-books for pupils in
attendance at public schools, and notes also with some degree of satisfaction the introduction in
certain standards of the substitution of grants for the purchase of stationery in lieu of certain
books to be purchased by the pupils. This innovation, strongly recommended in a more complete
sense by this and other Board’s in their annual reports for the year 1910, indicates a desire on
the part of the central authority to accept reasonable suggestions for an amendment of the past
system. This Board believes that the Department might, with manifest advantage to all concerned,
extend the principle thus introduced so that it might apply to all classes and to all text-books.
The vote for free class-books (and stationery) might advantageously be applied to the purchase
of all requisites necessary for use in school or for home exercises. The portion of the grant 50
far set free is quite insufficient to provide an adequate supply of stationery for the whole year’s
work. 1t is generally agreed that to provide supplies of stationery which would in effect perish
in the using would be infinitely preferable to purchasing text-books which, under the conditions
of the grant generally applied, can never fully serve the end sought for. The danger to the pupils
from a hygienic point of view of handling indiscriminately the text-books used by all and sundry
would thus be avoided, aund the expense saved to parents would be approximately as great in the
one case as in the other. The Board, however; while admitting that it may be quite fair to expect
School Committees, out of their present too meagre allowance, to provide an amount equal to that
disbursed for stationery as an equivalent for the. substitution of one text-book in each standard,
considers that it would be an intolerable burden were they expected to provide a sum equal to
that spent in the purchase of stationery in substitution for all text-books.

InspPECTION OF ScHooLs.—This subject is adequately dealt with in the general report on the
year’s work furnished by the Inspectors, a copy of which has been supplied to your Department.

‘ TreunicaL InstrucTioN.—The report of the Director of Manual and Technical Instruction
wets forth in full all that is necessary to be recorded in respect of this branch of our educational
system.

v Somoor Buinpings anp Frxaxcms.—In addition to the highly essential work of maintaining
the school buildings, teachers’ residences, outbuildings, fences enclosing schocl-grounds, and glebes
in an efficient state of repair, the Board has undertaken during the year several very important
new works. The erection in brick of new infant schools in the districts of Mataura, North Inver-
cargill, and Waihopai has been completed at a cost exceeding £800 in each case; new schools
have been established and buildings provided at Glenorchy and North Makarewa ; additions to
schools at Nightcaps and Ovepuki have also been completed ; while new residences have been pro-
vided for the teachers at Waikaka Siding and Edendale, the latter in place of an old and worn-out
building past profitable service. More detailed information respecting these works is given in.
Departmental Return No. 1. Additional new works, grants for which have been approved by the
Department, are now in progress, of which full particulars will appear in next year’s report.

According to last vear’s balance-sheet, the Maintenance and Rebuilding Account showed a
eredit balance of £7,795 7s. 7d. The Public Schools (New Buildings) Account, however, showed
a debit balance of £4,989 14s. 8d.

As has been explained in a letter to your Department under cover of which was forwarded the
Board’s balance-sheet and allied returns, the deficit on the Public Schools Account has arisen In
consequence of the past imperfect system of debiting to that account expenditure in excess of the
grants for new works actually approved by the Department. As in_dlcated in last year’s report,
it is proposed in this year’s balance-sheet to remove this long-standing anomaly of carrying for-
ward from year to year an unexplained deficit by a transfer of £3,345 18s. 8d., the acceptance
of which will place both accounts (Maintenance and Public Schools) on a satisfactory basis. The
only alternative to this proposal is to ask for a special grant from the Department to extinguish
the deficit, an alternative not seriously contemplated. ‘

The Board notes with great satisfaction that the new form of balance-sheet approved by
Audit and Education Departments respectively, brought into use for ‘the first time in the prepara-
tion of the 1910 accounts, promises to work quite satisfactorily. This Board advocated such a
reform for many years prior to its introduction. The improved form of the return makes it
possible to show each account separately, with the balances st'avnding to debit or credit of each as
the case may be. The various items of income and expendlture' are shoxlvn in the balance-sheet
itself, and need not here be repeated ; while the detailed expenditure as it applies to individual
schools and districts is fully set forth in Departmental Return No. 7. Return No. 5, Statement
of Assets and Liabilities, gives further particulars respecting the Board’s financial position.
The total balance to the credit of the Board at the close of its financial vear (31st December)
amounts to £5,216 11s. ] i

The Board has reason to congratulate itself on the completion of another year’s successful
administration, and the maintenance of a credit balance sufficient, with aceruing revenue, to
imeet all reasonable demands which may arise in the year now current.

In conclusion, the Board records its hearty appreciation of the facilities granted by the
Department for the promotion of the educational interests of the important district which it has

the honour to represent. .
Duxcan Gincarist, Chairman.

The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington.
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APPENDIX B,

1. EXTRACT FROM THE THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION.

EDUCATION RESERVES.

By the provisions of the Education Reserves Amendment Act, 1910, the School
Commissioners ceased to hold office on the 31st March, 1911, and all reserves and
endowments vested in them were vested in the Crown in trust for the purposes for
which they were reserved, and were placed under the administration of the several
Land Boards. The revenues derived from these reserves, after being subject to a
charge for expenses of administration, are paid by the Receivers of Land Revenue
into the Public Account to the credit of a separate account for each provincial
distriet.

The above provisions of the Act apply only to revenue derived from reserves
since the day on which the Act came into force. There is a further provision that
all funds, mortgages, and investments vested in the School Commissioners on 1st
April, 1911, should be taken over by the Public Trustee, and administered on the
same trusts as they were held by the School Commissioners. The revenue is dealt
with similarly to that received by Land Boards.

All revenue paid into the Treasury in respect of education reserves, whether
received from Land Boards or from the Public Trustee, is distributed quarterly
by the Minister of Finance among Education Boards and High School Boards on a
basis provided by statute, and in the case of Education Boards amounts equal to
gnch sums are deducted from the payments made for teachers’ salaries.

It will thus be seen that four Departments are concerned in the administra-
tion of the Act—viz., Lands and Survey, Public Trust, Treasury, and Education.
As the year under review has been a year of transition, the Education Department
has taken the liberty of summarizing the transactions of these four Departments,
but in future only those directly pertaining to the Education Department will be
dealt with in this report.

The total area of education reserves in the hands of Land Boards was, on the
31st December, 1911—

Total Area.
Acres.
Primary reserves .. s .. .. .. .. .. 800,748
Secondary reserves .. .. .. .. .. .. 41,593
Total .. .. .. .. .. 842,341

The estimated capital value of these reserves was as follows, on the same date : —
Estimated Capital Value.

: £
Primary reserves .. .. .. .. - .. 1,186,264
Secondary reserves . .. .. .. . . 192,255
Total. . . o .. £1,378,519

Table G is a summary of the income and expenditure of the Land Boards in
connection with the reserves. In order not to make a break with the figures given
in last report, the accounts of the School Commissioners for the March quarter, 1911,
have also been taken into consideration.
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~-TaBLE G.—SUMMARY OF THE ACCOUNTS OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR 1911 or THE EDUCATION
ExpowMENT RESERVES DEALT WITH BY LAND BoOARDS.

Receipts. £ s d.

Credit balance on 1st Ja,nuary, 1911 .. 10,646 19 10
Investments—Primary .. 503 5 4
Rents of reserves—

Primary .. .. .. .. 60,358 1 3

Secondary .. .. Lo 1,74 1T 7
Lease fees .. .. 1212 0
Timber, royalty and sa,le of—anary .. 258 9 0O
Interest—

Primary .. .. .. .. 38 7 17

Secondary . 1 6 0
Valuation for Improvements—l’rlmary 452 3 8
Royalties from coal-pits-—Primary .. 114 1 6
Goldfield revenue—Primary = .. 79 9 0
Coal license for prospecting and royalty—-

Primary .. . 171 0 0
Sale of office furnlture-—Prlmary .. 22 0 0
Repayment of loans .. .. oo 11,783 101

£02,215 13 10

Expenditure.
Administration—
Primary
Secondary
Expenditure on reserves—
Primary
Secondary
Expenses of School Commissioners—
Primary
Secondary
Expenses of leasing, valuatlon &c —
Primary ..
Secondary
Distributed to Boards
Paid to Public Account .
Loans, interests, and repayments—
Primary ..
Secondary
Paid to Public Trustee—
Primary .
Secondary
Due by late Secretary Nelson—Prlmary
Improvements to outgoing tenants—
Primary
Purchase of land .
In hand Taranaki School Commissioners
on'lst January, 1911
Sundries—
Primary
Secondary
Balance in hand—
Primary
Secondary

£

s. d.

2,664 9 2

16,
b3,

3

10

*1

298

142
0

701
132

932

30
112
426

177
782

,464

143
228

452

,008
,938

46
3

514
11

11 11

5
6

@

13
14

©»®

15
18
11
19

—-o S

15
10

17
18
18

wow oo

3
4

S

6

—

15 0
3 0
10 7
5 0

£92,215 13 10

The following figures summarize the transactions of the Public Trustee in
respect to cash and mortgages taken over from the School Commissioners on Ist
April, 1911. The figures are extracted from statements dealing with the financial

year 1911-12.

Taken over from School Commissioners,—

Mortgages valued at

Cash .

Fixed deposits

Interest during the year

Paid to Public Account—
For primary education.
For secondary education

£ 8,
22,162 0
2,417 14
3,058 2
1,791 b

1,660 10
53 11

coocol

~T Qo

The two latter sums were accordingly distributed by the Treasury to Education
Boards and High School Boards along with amounts received from Land Boards

in the manner prescribed by statute.

The total amount received by Education Boards from School Commissioners.
or from the Treasury was, for the year ending 31st December, £46,776 16s. 7d. The
total amount received similarly by High School Boards was £5,709 1s. 8d.

Trf
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II. DETAILED TABLES, ETC.

Tapre (G1.—ToTAL AREA AND CaAprITAL VALUE oF BEpucarion ENDOWMENT RESERVES AS AT
31str DrcruBER, 1911.

i Area of Reserves in Acres. Estimated Capital Value (to nearest Pound).
Land Board. - o -
’ Primary. Secondary. Total. Primary. Secondary. Total.
£ £ £

Auckland .. .. .. 116,013 10,333 126,346 108,483 22,379 130,862
Taranaki .. .. e 49,206 2,353 51,559 117,285 46,940 164,225
Wellington .. e .. 93,958 12,178 106,136 178,716 53,869 232,585
Hawke’s Bay.. . e 70,422 7,484 77,906 134,335 37,769 172,104
Marlborough .. .. e 1,155 266 1,421 15,050 2,107 17,157
Nelson e v . 8,623 801 9,424 9,295 2,350 11,645
Wettland . .. .. 14,613 4,448 19,061 21,401 4,659 26,060
Canterbury .. . . 70,160 1,024 71,184 280,920 4,160 285,080
Otago .. . .. 44,299 2,101 46,400 66,202 13,147 79,349
Southland .. .. e 332,299 605 332,904 254,577 4,875 259,452
Totals .. .. 800,748 41,593 i 842 , 341 1,186,264 192,255 1,378,519

TasLe G%.—SHOWING RESERVES REVENUE PAID To HEDUCATION BoArRDS AND DISTRIBUTION OF
SAME.

Reserves Revenue, for the Year 1911.

PriMary EDUCATION.

Distribution of Revenue.
Provincial District. Revenue received. | — .- S —
Education Board. Amoun]ns(%a#éi.to each
£ s d £ s d.
Auckland .. .. .. 5,973 18 1 Auckland .. .. .. 5,513 10 9
Hawke's Bay .. .. .. 460 7 4
Taranaki .. . .. 4,770 5 3 Auckland . .. .. 102 2 8
Wanganui .. .. .. 1,632 9 3
Taranaki .. .. .. 3,135 13 4
Wellington .. .. .. 9,164 3 9 Wanganui .. .. . 3,275 15 6
Wellingtor .. - . 5,888 8 3
Hawke’s Bay .. .. . 5,044 18 O Hawke’s Bay .. .. .. 5,044 13 0O
Marlborough . .. .- 489 0 4 Marlborough .. .. .. 467 14 3
North Canterbury .. . 21 6 1
Nelson .. .. . 780 6 2 Nelson .. .. . 642 19 9
Grey .. . .. .. 55 17 1L
: Norsh Canterbury . .. 81 8 6
Westland .. .. o 812 18 7 Grey .. .. .. .. 406 11 0O
o Westland .. .. .. 406 2 7
Canterbury .. . - 20,153 15 10 North Cantetbury . .. 16,010 13 7
} South Canterbur .. .. 4,143 2 3
Otago N .. .. .. 17,058 0 6 Otago .. .. .. .. 11,708 2 8
Southland .. . .. 5,854 17 10
64,246 16 6 64,246 16 6
SUMMARY.
ANMOUNT PAID TO EACH EDUCATION BOARD.
£ s, d. £ s d
Auckland .. .. .- .. 5,61513 5 Brought forward .. .. 26,063 14 1
Taranaki .. .. .. .. 3,13513 4 Grey . .. .. .. 462 8 11
Wanganui .. .. . .. 4,808 ¢4 9 Westland .. .. .. .. 406 2 7
Wellington. .. . o .. 5,888 8 3 North Canterbury .. .. .. 16,113 8 2
Hawke’s Bay .. .. .. 5,505 0 4 South Canterbury .. .. .. 4,143 2 3
Marlborough . .. .. 467 14 3 Otago ... .. .. .. 11,703 2 8
Nelson .. . . .. 642 19 9 Southland .. .. .. 5,354 17 10
Carried forward .. .. 26,063 14 1 64,246 16 6
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APPENDIX C.

REPORTS OF INSPECTORS OF SCHOOLS, 1911.

AUCKLAND.

SIR,— Auckland Education Office, Auckland, 27th March, 1912,

We have the honour to submit for the year 1911 our annual report on the public schools
of the Auckland Education District, as well as on those private schools whose inspection was under-
taken by the Board in compliance with clause 170 of the Education Act.

At the close of the year the number of public schools in operation was 571, being an increase
of 28 since the end of 1910. In general the new schools are small, and some of them are household
schools.

Nearly all schools were visited twice, with the exception of certain smaller schools where
specially comnmendable work was in progress, and others whose inaccessibility rendered a second
visit impossible in view of the pressure of work awaiting attention.

Our thanks are due to Mr. C. R. Munro, who was good enough to leave his school and come
to our aid during the last few months of the year. Mr. Munro brought emergy, ability, and
gound judgment to bear on the work of inspection, and rendered efficient and valuable service
to the cause of education in the district.

In addition to the above, 27 Roman Catholic diocesan schools, b other private schools, and
the Anglican Orphan Home School were inspected.

-The following table is a summary of results for the whole distriet :—

Present at the | Average Age
Classes. Nug(l))lel»r on Annual of ]?gpils;g
: ) Examination. | in each Class.
|
! Yrs. mos.
Standard VIT ... 154 113 14 10
' " vi .. 9,364 2,219 14 1
” vy .. 3,500 3,416 13 4
" v .. 4,224 4,117 12 5
" T ... 4,722 4,616 11 6
" T .. 5,043 4,893 10 5
” r ... .. 5,313 5,092 9 4
Preparatory 17,064 15,771 7 3
Totals 42,384 40,237 9 9

i

This table shows an increase for the year of 2,757 on the roll number, and 2,613 on the
number of pupils present at the annual examination. Both of these totals are considerably in
advance of those obtaining at the close of 1910, and furnish unmistakable evidence of the steady
advance made by settlement in many parts of the district. The difficulty of providing adequate
and efficient instruction in outlying districts, where newly formed settlemeuts have sprung up
and where matters are further complicated by the absence of suitable roads—indeed, in some
cases by the entire absence of roads—is very real and at times very pressing, and it says some-
thing for the desire of all concerned to place education facilities within reach of everybody that
but few children in this large district live in such isolation as to be deprived altogether of the
means of State education. -

The total enrolment of pupils in the Roman Catholic schools was 3,134, of whom 2,971
were present at the annual examination, both totals Showing an increase when compared with
those of last year. The number of pupils on the rolls of other private schools visited by us
was 517.

During the latter part of November and in December 2,326 candidates from the public
schools sat for Standard VI certificates. Of these, 1,725, or 74 per cent., obtained certificates of
proficiency, and 275, or 12 per cent., obtained certificates of competency. A comparison of
this result with that obtaining during 1910 shows a slightly higher percentage of successes
amongst those securing certificates of proficiency, and a slightly lower percentage of those
obtaining certificates of competency.

From the Roman Catholic schools 152 candidates were presented for Standard VI certificates,
and of these 99, or 65 per cent., obtained certificates of proficiency, and 33, or 22 per cent.,
obtained certificates of competency. In this case a comparison with the figures for 1910 shows
that whereas fewer candidates entered for the examination last year, a considerably larger
percentage obtained the higher certificate, a result which points either to more efficient instruc-
tion or to a more judicious selection of candidates.

CoMpuLSORY ATTENDANCE.—The Act very properly requires every child between the ages of
seven years and fourteen years who does not hold a certificate of exemption to haye his name
enrolled on the register of some public school, and to attend the school whenever it is open, In

i——E. 2 (App. C),
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the case of pupils attending a private school, the head teacher thereof may apply for and receive
from the Chairman or Secretary of the Board a general certificate of exemption for such children,
“rpon satifying the Board that efficient and regular instruction is given at such school. The
only means by which the Board can satisfy itself that the instruection is efficient is by requiring
its Inspectors to report. The wording of the Act in this connection is not quite clear—z.c., it

. séems doubtful whether or not an Inspector can insist on entering a private school with the

object of inspecting methods of instruction and conditions generally; but the intention of the
Act is quite plain—viz., to safeguard the interests of the State by providing that children living
under normal conditions shall be regularly and efficiently taught. All children between the
ages specified attending private schools who have not obtained certificates of exemption are
considered as not attending any school, and their parents or guardians are liable to be prosecuted
and fined for non-compliance with the terms of the Education Act. The Board has very properly
determined no longer to issue general certificates of exemption until advised to do so by its
Inspectors, so that all private schools applying for these certificates—whether or not they have
applied to be inspected—will be visited by an Inspector of Schools. We consider it right that
those private schools which have not applied for exemption certificates should be reminded of
the position in which the parents of the children comprising their enrolment may at any time
find themselves placed. As it is evidently the intention of the Act to bring about the inspection
of all private schools, it is to be hoped that the immediate future will witness the introduction
of such amendments as will cease to make it optional on the part of schools to apply for general
certificates of exemption. Tt is quite possible for small, inefficient schools to be overlooked and
exist in a community for years, to the manifest detriment of those attending; whereas were
they required by law to apply for exemption their presence would become known and the efficiency
of their methods would be inquired into.

Ruran Epvcarion v District Hien ScHOOLS.—We regret to say that owing to a number of
vexatious, though perhaps unavoidable, delays in providing accommodation and equipment it
was found impossible to introduce into our district high schools before the end of the year the
full scheme of rural education to which reference was made in our last report. Two of these
schools, however, have already entered on the course, and, with the erection and equipment of
manual-training centres at Waihi, Pukekohe, and the Northern Wairoa, the schools in the
immediate neighbourhood of these centres will follow, so that the close of the present year should
witness a considerable expansion of the work already begun. We are most anxious to see this
particular form of instruction more widely diffused, feeling sure that its introduction cannot fail
to be of very real and direct benefit to our young people.

InsTRUCTION IN AGRICULTURE.~—The newly appointed iustructor in agriculture entered on
his duties at the beginning of the year, and by his energy and enthusiasm has already stimulated
teachers to further effort, and has become a very real factor in the promotion of greater efficiency
in that phase of school-work coming more divectly within his sphere of influence. During the
progress of the vear two short coutses of instruction in elementary agriculture were provided, and
gladly attended by an adequate enrolment; whilst at the beginning of January another course
was specially arranged for those teachers who were unable to attend previously. Considerable
benefit was undoubtedly derived by all who were able to take advantage of the instruction thus
imparted, though both instructor and students felt the absence of a suitable garden in which
to demonstrate, experiment, and observe. With the object of making some provision for this
necessary part of the special work to which reference is herein made, the Board applied to the
City Council for the use of a plot of ground in the Domain; this, we trust, the authorities will
see their way to grant, so that before many months have passed greater facilities for enabling
teachers to understand the details of gardening operations, and appreciate the possibilities
opened up by this phase of school-work, it is hoped, will be forthcoming. It is proposed that
the ground in question be made available not onlv for teachers attending future courses of instrue-
tion, but also for students at the Training College, and pupils taking up work in elementary
agriculture at the Technical College.

ScrooL GARDENS AND Praverouxps.—The Board’s offer of prizes for the best school gardens
and school-garden courses had the effect of drawing a large number of schools into the competition.
In appraising the work special stress was laid on the degree to which the garden became a means
of education, teachers’ aims and methods, pupils’ notes and drawings, co-ordination of garden-
work with other school subiects, the ntility and success of the operations undertaken being duly
considered in making the final award. In quite a number of cases highly creditable work was
done, both inside and outside the building, and very pronounced interest was displayed by pupils
in the operations involved; the appearance of the vlavground, too, was greatly improved—to
the undoubted benefit of school and neighbourhood. During the course of his visits the instructor
in agriculture emphasized the importance of regarding the plaveround as the unit, the garden
being a highly important portion thereof, and working in the direction of impvroving the entire
school environment. This should undoubtelv be borne in mind when considering any general
plan having for its object the evolution of ‘the school garden: f.e., the position of the garden
should be determined by its surroundings—e.g., school buildings, approaches thereto, entrance
to grounds, neighbouring roads—and not merely, as is frequently the case, he made to depend
on aspect, quality of soil, or a desire to utilize a hitherto unused and possiblv worthless corner.
The preparation of the garden, in short, should form part of a scheme for making school environ-
ment more attractive, and should be undertaken concurrently with such other work as will tend
towards the gradual improvement of school surroundings. In quite a number of cases we are
unable to congratulate either teacher or Commitfee on the general appearance of the playground,
little or no trouble being taken to secure even moderate tidiness—to say nothing of moderate
improvement. When the importance of environment as a factor in moral education is borne
in mind it is obvious how needful it is that the appearance of each school, both within and
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without, should reflect such order, method, dignity, refinement, and beauty as are vendered
possible by local conditions, reinforced by local appreciation and aid. To their credit be it
swaid, however, that many of our teachers and Uommuttees fully recognize the importance of this
matter, and are earnestly striving, with praiseworthy zeal, to make the utmost of conditions within
thelr reaeh.
© -STAFFING OF ScHOOLS.—During the course of the yoar the Headmasters’ Association called
the Board's attention to the effect of the present stafiing regulations, with special reference to
growing scliools in Grades VI to 1X. In their report they state: ° Notwithstanding the improve-
ments 1n statling which have been introduced in recent years, it is still possible, under present
regulations, for some schools to be so undersiatfed that the pupils are debarred from proper
education, and teachers are subjected to overstrain.” Of the truth of this contention there can
be but little doubt. 1t frequentiy happens in this district, where the number of children of school
age is increasing so rapidly that a school may rise from a lower to a higher grade, so far as the
actual average attendance is concerned, and maintain a rising average for some considerable
time, before obtaining an increase of stail. It seems unreasonable under certain circumstances
to delay additions to stall when an average attendance of a permanent nature once declares itself,
and we consider that the difficulty—which in this particular district, with its large number of
growing schools, is very real and very pressing—could be overcome to a great extent by requiring
additions to stafis to depend on luspectors’ reports. If in the Inspectors’ opinion the increase in
attendance in the case of any particular school is such as permanently to bring such school into
a higher grade, or the decrease in attendance such as permanently to lower the grade in which
the school is placed, the addition to or withdrawal from the staff should at once be made.
Another matter to which we wish to direct attention is the regulation which requires the with-
drawal of pupil-teachers from schools of grades V and V14, and foreshadows the gradual abolition
of pupil-teachers from ali grades of schools. The substitution of assistants for pupil-teachers
is highly desirable, and we shall be the first to welcome this most necessary step in educational
progress; but we cannot ignore the fact that the difficulty in this district of obtaining suitable
head teachers and assistants for isolated country schools is becoming greater each year—mnotwith-
standing the output of the Training College—so that it 1s questionable whether, in the interests
of the service, it would be wise to advocate any further reduction of pupil-teachers just at present.
Lo strengthen the stafis of the higher-grade schools by the withdrawal of pupil-teachers and the
appointment of assistants would certainly tend to accentuate the difficulty of obtaining suitable
applicants for our small sole-charge schools, and would undoubtedly result in the appointment
to low-grade schools—and these comprise a large majority in this district—of relatively inferior
teachers.

TraINING COLLEGE REGuLarTioNs.—The issue of regulations early last year was responsible
for several changes in the management and work of the training colleges. One of the most
important of these makes it possible for those who, admitted as studemts of Division A or
Division B, have satisfactorily completed the prescribed course of work during the period spent
in the Training College, to obtain without further examination a teacher’s certificate which shall
rank in respect of attainments with certificates of Class C or Class D, as the case may be. The
award of the certificate will be made on the recommendation of the Principal of the Training
College, subject to the approval of the Inspector-General of Schools. This innovation is in
keeping with the spirit of modern progress, which rightly attaches importance to courses of
instruction rather than to examination tests—the latter by no means an infallible gauge either
of accuracy or depth of knowledge. 1t is the course of instruction and the preparation for
examination which really count, so that if due precaution be taken to ensure that these are
liberal, suitable, and efficiently dealt with, and if application, ability, and general progress in
the case of each student concerned be carefully considered, the test applied will be more severe,
and the results in many cases more satisfactory, than under conditions obtaining heretofore.

CorrpspONDENCE (Lasses.—Towards the close of last year the Department notified the Board
that a small grant was available for the purpose of assisting uncertificated teachers in outlying
districts to obtain a full qualification. This was to be accomplished either by maintaining at
suitable centres training classes for teachers in subjects essential to the award of a teacher’s
certificate of Class D or by establishing a system of tuition by correspondence. As so many of our
uncertificated teachers are at work~in schools remote from large centres, and for the most part
situated in places to and from which it would be difﬁcul.t to travel, i‘t, was decide‘d tc adopt the
second proposal. The classes, a full enrolment for which was readily forthcoming, have been
of considerable benefit to teachers, and it is gratifying to know that they are to be continued
for at least another year. But little time was available last year for completi‘ng arrangements,
owing to the late date at which notice of the existence of the grant was veceived. - This year,
however, it will be possible to provide for courses of practical work in science subjects dgmanded
by the new Examination Regulations, and so place the classes on an altogether more satisfactory
tooting. We are of opinion, however, that, apart from the pmcthal work In science subjects
which the Boards might be asked to provide for, it would be in the interest of all concerned for
the Department to arrange for the whole of the worlk througbqut the Dominion being undertaken
in Wellington. This would result in greater economy and efficiency, and would relieve the Boards
of much anxiety. o '

Frer (LasS-B0OKS.—Into the thorny question of the advisability of supplying free class-books
to pupils we have no wish at present to enter. The supply of free class-books has been a feature
of our schools for some time past, and this year a liberal grant has been allowed in the case of
the two upper standards. Acting on the }'eeommend%}tlon made by the Inspeqtors a!: their last
conference, the Department, in the regulations governing the grant, has made it possible for the
Boards to require pupils to purchase miscellaneous reading-hooks. We altogether welcome this
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modification of former regulation, feeling convinced that the advautages arising tfrom the pupils

being the owners of these books are many and great. For the present year it is proposed to

‘confine the purchase of miscellaneous reading-books to pupils in the two upper classes. Next

year it is our intention to recommend that all pupils shall be required to provide themselves with

. such miscellaneous reading-bocks as are necessary for their instruection.

- ScuemEs oF Work.-—We regret having again to direct attention to the need for drawing
up full and suitable schemes of work early in the year. In many of our schools—notably in those
of higher grade—this matter receives most gratifying consideration, with the result that exhaus-
tive, wisely selected, carefully graded, and well co-ordinated courses are available for reference
and discussion during our visits. There are, however, quite an appreciable number of cases
where, owing either to a feeling of diffidence or to a spirit of procrastination, or in consequence
of disinclination to put forth the mental and physical effort the work demands, schemes of instrue-
tion are conspicuous by their absence, or so meagre in scope and so unambitious in aim as to
be of but little use to any one. It is highly desirable that teachers should know exactly the kind
and amount of work it is proposed to undertake in each subject during each period into which
the year has been divided, and at the same time have a just appreciation of the manner in which
the correlation of subjects is best secured. It is highly desirable also that an Inspector when
visiting a school should be in a position to judge of the value and educative prospects of the
teacher’s contemplated programme. In view of these considerations, quite apart from the
demands of clause 5 (@) of the Regulations for the Inspection and Examination of Schools, 1t is
most necessary that due attention be bestowed on the preparation of schemes of work, and we
would again bring under the notice of those to whom these remarks specially apply the paragraph
dealing with schemes of work in our annual report of last year.

ExaMINATION OF STANDARD VI Pupins.—In general very gratifying results were obtained at
this examination, especially in the large schools, where, indeed, there were but few failures, and
where, moreover, in most cases the work was of a uniformly high order. The plan adopted
during the previous year of examination by Inspectors at convenient centres was extended as far
as circumstances allowed. This e)ga,mination, which must of necessity be taken as close to the
end of the year as possible, unfortunately comes at a time when other work and other examina-
tions are claiming attention, so that there is a limit to possible extension in a large district like
our own, where schools are widely scattered and conveniences for moving rapidly from place to
place are not always available. This is to be regretted, for we realize how important it is in
cases where there is doubt as to what, if any, certificates should be awarded, that opportunities
should be afforded us of coming into personal contact with the candidates in question, and of
consulting with teachers as to their ability, powers of application, and progress, and their general
claims on the service for the certificate sought. Most of the failures were due to weakness in
arithmetic or faulty composition, both of which subjects will be referred to subsequently. With
respect to some of the subjects of instruction we beg to make the following remarks :—

Reapine.—It is gratifying to record that this subject continues to be one of the most satis-
factory in the syllabus—indeed, it is quite the exception to find a school where pupils, especially
those in the upper classes, are unable to deal more or less correctly with unseen passages. In
some schools the reading effort is particularly good, and though we should like to find a larger
percentage of children throughout the schools who are able, by voice and general expression, to
show a better appreciation of the passage read, we frankly admit that much has already been
accomplished, especially in the case of large classes. The ‘‘ reading habit ”’ to which we referred
last year continues to spread, and in mauy schools is being wisely fostered hy the growth of class
libraries. The additional reading-matter supplied this year through the medium of free class-
books should have a further effect in the same direction. Notwithstanding constant reference
in annual and other reports to what is commonly known as ‘‘ comprehension,”” this phase of
reading still leaves much to be desired. We quite recognize the difficulty which children cannot
fail to experience in finding fitting expression for the thought-content of the passage; still, they
must be trained to discover this if ability to read is to result in the enrichment of mind and
acquisition of knowledge. Too much attention is frequently paid to requiring pupils to para-
phrase word by word the sentence dealt with, whereas what is really required is that they should
express in their own language its general meaning——a relative simple matter when compared
with the difficulties besetting the path of all who attempt the word-by-word process. We are

" not at all certain that too much time is not being devoted to written comprehension. There can

" be little doubt as to the value of requiring pupils (especially those in the upper standards) to

express in full and accurate written language the meaning of what they read; but the process

demands a good deal of time, and is not always satisfactory. We consider that most of the
comprehension should be dealt with orally, and that written work in this connection should be
confined to pupils in the higher classes, and even then should vot be permitted to encroach unduly
on time devoted to Fnglish subjects. Oral drill in this, as in- other subjects, enables a good
deal of ground to be covered in a short time; it elso affords opportunities for training in ability
to overcome difficulties, and is frequently the means of drawing attention to the writer’s charac-
teristics of style, choice of words, wealth of illustration, beauty of diction, as well as to other
matters on which emphasis should be laid.
WriTING.—In most of the large schools this subject continues to be well taught throughout,
and in many cases highly creditable progress has heen achieved. In the smaller schools the
gratifying appearance made by the lower classes, however, i:§ not always maintained when pupils

" reach the upper standards. There is frequently a very noticeable difference between the quality

of the sample presented as a ‘‘ writing test’’ and that sent up in composition and other exercises,

pupils being apparently unable to combine moderate speed _w1th reasonably neat, legible penman-
ship. This is specially the case in Standard VI, and shows itself more particularly in the exercises
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submitted by Standard VI pupils at the examination for certificates. We consider that when
pupils reach Standard V they should have acquived such skill in the formation, spacing, and

<*joining of letters as will enable them to cultivate successfully a free, running hand, based on

the system taught through the medium of copybooks. Amongst the ‘* Suggestions for the Con-
_sideration of Teachers”’ published with English " Code,” the following paragraph appears under
the heading of ““ Writing ’: ‘‘In any lesson which is not in itself a lesson on handwriting,
overlaborious attention to copybook neatness is out of place just as much as the use of the ruler.
Teachers should insist on written exercise being done with the maxiumm degree of rapidity con-
sistent with full legibility.”” This does not imply laxity of attention to uniformity of height
and slope and to general neatness, but merely emphasizes our contention that towards the close
of school life pupils should have acquired the rudiments of a formed hand and have reached the
stage when the laboured copybook style of earlier years ceases to be a distinguishing characteristic.

SpuLLING.—The remarks made under this heading in our report of last year demand the
earnest consideration of many of our teachers. In the lower standards—indeed, throughout the
classes—response to the tests applied, which below Standard VI were reading-books in use, was
in general highly satisfactory, and furnished unnistakable evidence of careful, systematic, and
successful teaching. The ‘‘ unseen’’ test in Standard VI, however, brought forth results which
in many cases showed considerable weakness. The passage selected for dictation should have
been well within the reach of pupils sitting for the leaving certificate, and, so far as we could
judge, presented no greater difficulty. than many of the paragraphs appearing in the class
reading-books. The failure to do justice to this test, we consider, may fairly be attributed to
want of systematic teaching of spelling, through the medium of word-building, which appears
not to have received the attention it deserves in the upper classes, where pupils are capable of
profitably studying the spelling of words appearing in the fairly wide range of reading-matter
supplied to all schools, and of going through a course of word-building suited to their stage of
mental development. This should be done during the ordinary course of school routine—z.e.,
some such method of treatment should find expression in a scheme of instruction co-ordinating.
the English subjects in the higher classes.

ComrosrrioN.—Much creditable work is being done in this subject, and, speaking generally,
the levels of attainment gained is highly gratifying. There are still, however, a considerable
number of schools where ability to find fitting garb for idea and thought leaves much to be desired,
and indicates want of attention to principles which obviously must underlie successful teaching.
And here we would again emphasize what has been said so often, that the basis of all instruction
in this subject should be oral. To quote from a well-known authority : ‘‘ No matter how advanced
the composition may be, oral exercises should mnever be discontinued.”” The really good oral
work which in many schools is begun in the preparatory classes is not always continued as pupils
rise through the standards, with the result that the natural limitations inseparable from early
mental growth become more pronounced. To obviate this we must lift the pupil out of his limited
plane of mental activity, break down the barriers obscuring his range of available thought, and
enable him to realize and understand some of the possibilities presented by the varied subjects
arising for discussion in the class-room and elsewhere. This can be done only by training him
to use his faculties of observation and reasoning, and find suitable verbal expression for the
thoughts to which the use of these faculties give rise. In short, oral expression of thought should.
form part of every lesson in the school. By its means not only are the various subjects which
comprige the syllabus unified and co-ordinated, but also the power of ready speech, written as
well as oral, is encouraged and strengthened. We are inclined to think that too frequently the
teaching of ‘ English *’—this term is now applied to what formerly was known as grammar and
analysis—is unduly dissociated irom composition, whereas every lesson in English should have a
very real and marked bearing on composition, and should be given with a definite object—e.g.,
to illustrate or drive home some rule, to teach such grammatical terms as are deemed necessary,
to clear away difficulties in the matter of joining statements, to enable pupils to acquire some
knowledge of analysis; but all this should be so interwoven with composition as to form part of
a general scheme having for ity object the ability to think and speak, or think and write, clearly,
readily, and with some variety and beauty of expression. We should like to see in all schools
—it has already been done in many—a definite scheme in English and composition, setting forth
with some fulness the work it is preposed to deal with from class to class, and showing an unbroken
bond of co-ordination and unification from the preparatory department to Standard VI. We
consider, moreover, that when selecting material for composition or English lessons a more liberal
use of exercises written by pupils themselves might with advantage be made. A child is much
more interested in his own product or in that of a classmate than he is in an extract from, to
him, an unknown author. The interest thus aroused tends to promote attention, develop
originality, and encourage the growth of that spirit of self-help which should form one of the
goals of all teaching effort. The English test submitted by Standard VI candidates at the certi-
foate examination in some cases pointed to a preparation—we cannot call it teaching—which
appeared to be confined to working out the contents of English cards set in former years. As a
preparation for examination this plan may be effective, bu.t as an educatwe;, prpgressive, and
useful training in English with a view to extending the pupil’s vocabulary, widening his mental
outlook, and increasing his power of expression, it is wholly to be condemned.

ARITHMETIC.—We have but little to add under this heading to the remarks made in former
vears. In the larger schools number was well dealt with in the preparatory classes, teachers
;'ealizing the true objective of the training involved—viz., to enable pupils to think clearly and
systematically about number, to understand as fay as possible th«g reasons for the processes they
employ, and to have some knowledge of the principles underlying the various steps. In the
smaller schools the work was not so satisfactory, and in an appreciable number of cases was dis-
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tinetly disappointing. This to some extent is undoubtedly due to the many and great demands
on the teacher’s attention, and hence to the relatively limited time available for direct personal
tegghing. Still, we consider that more might be done in these schools by connecting the study of
number with language lessons and other school-work, and by utilizing opportunities as they
present theruselves towards the end in view. The great importance of mental drill in the earlier
stages of arithmetic-teaching is strongly insisted on in a paper read by Mr. Marshall Jackman
before the Imperial Education Conference of last year. Mr. Jackman, a teacher of long experience,
is strongly of opinion that all arithmetic-teaching for pupils below ten years should be oral.

" Some years ago he determined to test his theory, and “ decided to withdraw the teaching of all

.

but the simplest of arithmetic processes from the curriculum of classes below what is known as
the Fourth Standard in our elementary schools.”” {(Below Standard IV would mean in this ease
normal children below the age of ten years.) *‘1 decided,”” he adds, ‘“to confine my syllabus
in these classes to mental work, and directed that no complex processes should be taught. Simple
questions were to be answered orally or on paper, and all problems set were to be simple and
easily understood. The numbers used were to be such as the children could readily grasp.” 'The
results of this experiment, which have had ample time to declare themselves, have been niost
encouraging, and have won the approval of the Chief Inspector of Schools for London and other
authorities well qualified to pronouuce judgment on the matter. It is unwise, however, to reach
conclusions from the result of a single experiment, and it may be that Mr. Jackinan, being an
enthusiast and perhaps working under specially favourable conditions, was able to accomplish
more than could reasonably be expected from the average school. But there seems little doubt
that more oral work is needed in the lower classes, where arithmetic in general should be of a
simpler character than usually obtains under present conditions. Standard I was for the most
part tested orally, and did not always give encouraging results, pointing to insufficient mental
drill, and possibly to teaching-methods failing to appreciate the thoroughness which the initial
stages of arithmetic demand. The appearance made in Standards I, V, and VI was not always

-satisfactory. In the first two of these groups the syllabus makes large demands on the intelligence

and power of application of pupils, which it is hoped the amended regulations about to be issued
will to some extent reduce. A large number of the failures in the examination for Standard VI
certificates was due to pronounced weakness in arithmetic. .

150GRAPHY .—The instruction given in Course A is not always satisfactory, owing largely
to an unduly extensive use of text-book and to a somewhat limited reliance on local conditions.
There are few schools in this district where the activity and result of natural forces cannot be
observed and where pupils are unable to gain some knowledge of cause and effect from their
own experience. The work of river and sea, the effect of heat and cold, wind and rain, the
action of the atmosphere in bringing about slow or rapid changes in environment, can all be
observed and noted. In this, as in other kindred subjects, the value lies not so much in the
actual knowledge acquired as in the process of acquisition; not so much in the thing taught as
in the method applied. Much of the work in all classes, but specially in Standards II, IIT, and
1V, is merely nature-study, and, as such, should rest on a basis of experiment and observation.
Text-books may be, indeed are, essential so far as the teacher is concerned, but tend to defeat
the object of the instruction when placed in the hands of pupils. We have no great objection
to their use in Standards V and VI, but feel strongly that they should be carefully avoided in
the lower classes, where in nearly every case local conditions. will supply the groundwork for
suitable and stimulating courses of instruction. Course B, we are glad to say, is slowly aequir-
ing the importance it undoubtedly deserves, and teachers are beginning to realize that the use
of the text-book, unaided by a definite scheme of well-selected lessons duly 1mpressed by vivid
personal teaching, cannot rvesult in enabling pupils to acquire such equipment of geographical
knowledge as boys and girls should possess before leaving school.

History axp Civics.—In some schools too much reliance still continues to be placed on the
reading-book, with the result that little real grasp of the subject has been acquired. As we have
stated in former rveports, history requires to be taught; to rely on the historical reading-bhook
and omit oral teaching is to court disaster. As in the case of geography, to which reference has
already been made, a definite course of histery, based on the veading-book if need be, should
be plovtted out early in the year and impressed through the medium of oral teaching. Where
teachers have realized this, knowledge amd appreciation of the storied past and of the lessons
to be learnt therefrom formed a marked charvacteristic of the effort. Instruction in civies is well
carried out in many of the schools, wisely chosen and comprehensive courses-—in some cases having
their roots in Btandard Ill—being treated with Lighly gratifying fullness and success. In view
of present-day conditions, soeial unrest, labour troubles, demands for improved sanitation, fierce
industrial and commercial competition, there can be no doubt of the importance of this phase
of history. The vesponsibilities which lie before our young people, the majority of whom carry
their education no further than the primary-school stage, apd many of whom fail to reach Stan-
dard VI, render it all the more necessary for the primary school to supply such teaching as
will help to equip them with some understanding of the principles which underlie efforts at social
reform, and with some knowledge of elementary economic laws, and so will enable them worthily
to discharge the rights and privileges of citizenship. To this end it would be wise to include in
the programmes of instruction some consideration of such subjects as ‘‘law of supply and
demand,”’ ‘‘ conditions regulating wages,’”’ ‘‘ purchasing-power of money,” ‘‘ functions of the
Arbitration Court and Coneciliation Board,”” ‘‘causes of unemployment, with some of the sug-
gested remedies,” ‘‘true significance of strikes,”” and other similar topics which will readll;t
occur to those to whom the possibilities of the subject appeal. Instruction of the kind must of
necessity be elementary in character and treatment, but there seems no reason why pupils leaving
our schools with a Sixth Standard certificate should not have a reasonable, intelligent, and in-
terested appreciation of the significance of these highly important matters. !
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NaTURE-8TUDY ~This subject is so closely connected with that of school gardening that
there seems but little reason to make special reference to it. Still, there are a large number of

“schools where gardening does not form part of the curriculum, but where nature-study lessons

are regularly given. We do not feel disposed to refer to the remarks appearing in last year’s
_report, except to say that we have been glad to notice something of a breaking-away from old
traditions in the matter of the elimination of a good deal of the elementary botany, with its
tiresome terminology, so laboriously worked up in the lower classes, and the introduction of a
simpler and more rational method of dealing with the initial stages of the subject. We should
like to draw attention to the demands of the svllabus, which makes it necessary that instruction
in nature-study shall be given in all schools, provided that in schools below Grade IV a special
programme in nature-study is not required. Some of our country schools have allowed the
teaching of this subject to fall into abeyance, except in so far as Course A geography enables them
to meet the demands of the syllabus. It is quite true that this branch of geography, if properly
treated, Is a very dirvect and useful training in nature-study; but it should be borne in mind
that geography is not compulsory until pupils reach Standard III, is seldom taught below Stan-
dard II, and is quite unsuitahle for children in the preparatory classes, where not only syllabus
regulation but also educational authority and common-sense demand instruction in nature-study.
Reading, writing, a little number work and drawing comprise the only subjects taught in the
preparatory classes in quite a number of schools, and writing—a thing abhorred by the average
intelligent, active-minded child—looms largely, too largely, in the day’s work. TFew of the
subjects as taught, in short, provide opportunities for making the child ‘‘talk,”” and it is for
this reason that nature-study is deservedly so highly esteemed. No subject in the curriculum
provides such golden opportunities for developing the child’s powers of observation, reasoning,
and expression. It opens up a new world for him. Here is a topic he can discuss. It encourages
him to work, to seek, to think, to speak, and, added to this, it interests him, which in itself is
a sufficient argument for its more extensive adoption. We do not wish in any way to add to
the already heavy burden borne by sole-charge teachers, but we are desirous of seeing that the
intention of the syllabus is carried out, and that justice is done to the training of our younger
pupils, and we consider, moreover, that the introduction of suitable nature-study lessons into
the curriculum of the lower classes is a very real and valuable aid to general progress. The
programme attempted need not be extensive, and the simple treatment required should make
no very heavy demands on knowledge equipment, so that there should be little or no difficulty
in taking up this work in the way we have indicated. We hope during the course of the present
year to see some form of nature-study introduced into the curriculum of all classes in every
school.

MoranL Epvcarion.—Some misapprehension appears to obtain as to what was intended or
implied in our remaks last year having reference to the ‘‘ preparation of a short programme of
moral instruction.’”” We certainly did not mean to convey the impression that we considered
it necessary to prepare a programme at the beginning of the year and rigidly adhere to it as
the months passed; such a plan would certainly fail to achieve the results we hope to see arising
from wise and earnest moral jnstruction. What we wished to convey to the service was that
each head teacher should have a clear idea of what was being done towards furthering moral
education within the limits of his school, and, as the need for direct moral teaching is generally
admitted, should know what special efforts have been made to secure the instruction required,
and under what special circumstances certain lessons were given. It would be a fatal mistake
to prepare and adhere to a fixed programme regardless of inmdepts in the corporate life of the
school, or of daily happenings within the compass of the community and elsewhe}"e. These could
not fail to present splendid opportunities for valuable teaching, and should certainly find a place
in any scheme of instruction submitted. On the other hand, it is necessary that teachers should
realize the necessity for this teaching, should know beforehand—i.e., early in the year—the lines
they propose to fdllow, and should gradually prepare a programme suitable fo the s_pecial eir-
cumstances of school or class. The growth of such a programme may be slow, and in all pro-
bability will not be accomplished without much anxious thought; but its potential value as a
factor in education is so obvious and so great that but few will hestitate to demand its inclusion
in the curriculum of school-work. .

Tur SwrvicE.—Before bringing this report to a close we wish to put on record our appre-
ciation of the zeal, earnestness, and enthusiasm displayed by the great body of teachers in the
discharge of onerous duties, and of the careful con.sideratim? they are ever ready to give to
suggestions coming from ourselves, and to modifications of aim and method, inseparable from
progress, reaching them from other sources. With but few exceptions all have worked with
enefgv, and have displayed a self-sacrificing Je\_mtlon to du‘ty which cannot_fml to lane Its
impréss on this large and rapidly growing district. Tl}ere is much .comfort in the conviction
that the service of so many who are faithful in the ministry of ‘teaching comes from a sense of
vocation, that they hear and obey the call, and give of their best 50 freely and ungrudgingly.
So long as these conditions obtain there can be but little apprehension as to future development

and progress.

- - —

E. K. MuLcax, R
James Griersox, | TR
C. W. Garrarp, S
Wwu. BurnsiDE, Inspectors.
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G. H PrLUMMER,

M. PrimsTLy,

The Secretary, Auckland Education Board.
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Sir,— Education Office, New Plymouth, 11th March, 1912.
We have the honour to submit our annual report for the year ending 31st December, 1911.
At the beginning of the year ninety-three schools (including four half-time schools) were in
operation, and during the year new schools were established at Ackland, Mount Messenger,
and Tongaporutu Township. The school at Kotare was closed.
The following table contains a summary of the examination results :—

! Present at the | Average Age of
Classes. : Nurél(k;lelr on Annual Pupilg in gacoh
: ' Examination. Class.
i Yrs. mos.
Standard VII ... .. 124 112 15 2
" VI .. e 369 364 1 1811
. Vo 496 486 | 13 1
. IV 605 | 598 12 4
" CIIT L 695 680 11 38
" I .. 730 715 10 4
" I .. 755 737 9 5
Preparatory 2,449 2,292 8 0
. |
Totals 6,223 5,974 [ 10 1

Compared W_ith the return for 1910, the roll number shows an increase of 156, while the
increage in the number present at the Inspector’s annual visit was 189,

We would again point out that a serious leakage of pupils occurs principally between
Standard IV and Standard VI. Seeing that at the end of 1910 the roll number of Standard V
and Standard IV was respectively 491 and 629, it might reasonably be expected that these numbers
would be a fair index of the roll of Standard VI and Standard V for 1911. Instead of this
being the case, we find Standard VI represented by only 369 pupils and Standard V by 496,
Last year the standard of exemption was raised to Standard VI, and this should tend to lessen
the leakage between Standard V and Standard VI, but in order to prevent the serious loss ithat
still takes place it seems to us that the age of exemption might well be raised from fourteen to
fifteen years.

Carmoric Scuoons.—The following is a summary of examination results for each of the
Catholic schools examined and inspected by us :—

Standard VI Certificates Order,
Present at granted. ; Discipline
Number on Quality of the ’
C t Schools. Apnnual : and Tone
onven Roll. Examination. 1 Instruction. of the
Proficiency. Competency. School.
| .
New Plymouth ... 113 112 5 | 2 Very satisfactory | Very good.
Inglewood . 113 113 4 | 4 Good ... | Good.
Stratford ... 150 149 5 E Very good ... | Very good.
Opunake ... 52 46 1 2 Satisfactory ... | Good.
|

GeneraL Errroiznoy.—Each school has been visited by us twice during the year, and the
work tested has been of a very satisfactory character, and gives ample evidence that the Board
has in its service a conscientious body of teachers, who are doing their utmost to raise the standard
of education in this district to a high state of efficiency. While there is little we should like to
add to what has already been said in previous reports with regard to the treatment of the various
subjects of the syllabus, we have, however, thought it advisable to touoh on a few defects which
we should desire to see remedied, and on a few points that call for attention.

PromorioNs.—Some teachers have made it a practice to promote their pupils immediately
after the Inspector’s annual visit, though according to the Regulations for the Inspection and
Examination of Schools the classification should be determined at the beginning of the year, as
the result of the teacher’s annual examination held in November or December in conjunction with
the prescribed periodical examinations. As this practice of promoting before the end of ‘the
year tended to destroy the uniformity of classification, and frequently made it difficult to classify
iaupils entering from other schools, it was found necessary to forward a mrcula.r calling the atten-
tion of teachers to clause 4 of the Department’s regulations. In this connection we would point
out that the classification of pupils is sometimes rendered unnecessarily difficult, because they
have not been provided with transfers by the teacher of _the school previously attended. Tt also
frequently happens that the transfer is incompletely filled in,

, "
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InsTrRUOTION OF UNCERTIFICATED TEACHERS.

We are pleased to report that the Department

=~ has come to the assistance of the Board by making a grant for the instruction of uncertificated

teachers. This is a step in the right direction, as it affords an opportunity to those teachers
who are in districts remote from ‘the larger centres to qualify for the teachers’ certificate.

Arrangements have now been made to establish classes for instruction at Stratford, Urenui,
and Opunake.

TeacuHER’S SATURDAY CrassES.—Saturday classes for the training of teachers were again
held during the year at New Plymouth and Stratford, and included, among other subjects, draw-
ing, cookery, physiology, dairy-work, cardboard, plasticine modelling, and chemistry. In all
eighty-two teachers attended the classes, forty-one at each centre. As far as numbers are con-
cerned, this is very gratifying, although the regularity of attendance was somewhat disappoint-
ing. This was surprising, seeing that the teachers are so accustomed to exact regular attendance
from their pupils. As evidence of the benefit of these classes, it may be mentioned that at the
end of the session several of the teachers qualified for certificates in handwork at the examination
conducted by the Education Department’s Inspector. For the City and Guild’s Examination in
cookery six teachers presented themselves, and were all successful in securing a first-class pass.
Two teachers were also successful in gaining a second-class pass in freehand, model, and geometrical
drawing at the South Kensington Examination. A number likewise qualified in the subjects of
dairy-work and physiology for the Teachers’ Certificate Examination. We feel, however, that
a large proportion of those who attended the classes have not earnestly endeavoured to take full
advantage of the instruction imparted, otherwise a greater percentage would have presented them-
selves for these examinations.

Scmoor Manvarn Crass.—During the year there were ninety-five schools in operation in
the district, and the greater number of these took up handwork in some form or other. In addi-
tion to the ordinary handwork subjects, instruction in woodwork, cookery, agriculture, dairy-
work, chemistry, physiology and first aid, physical measurements, advanced needlework, botany,
swimming, dressmaking, elementary surveying, ironwork, &c., was recognized in 142 cases.
The classes in cookery and woodwork conducted at Stratford and New Plymouth as céntres
continue to be as popular as ever. During the year Inglewood was also made a centre for these
classes. Instruction in agriculture and dairy-work has been made a special feature. Thirty-
nine classes have been in operation throughout the distriet during the year. Most of the schools
taking up these subjects are now well equipped with the apparatus necessary for carrying on the
experimental work so essential in these subjects. We are pleased to see that teachers are begin-
ning to recognize the importance of giving prominence to these subjects in a district such as
ours, the prosperity of which depends almost entirely on agriculture and dairying. We are of
opinion that no child who intends to follow rural pursuits should be permitted to leave school
without having an intelligent grasp of the principles of agriculture and dairy-work.

The rural classes that have been carried on at the Stratford Distriect High School for the past
two years have now got beyond the experimental stage, and have fully justified their establish-
ment. Fifty-six pupils (twenty-seven boys and twenty-nine girls) were enrolled, with an average
of forty-seven for the year. .

PUNCTUALITY AND REGULARITY OF ATTENDANCE.—We are glad to see that many of our teachers
recognize the importance of inculeating habits of regularity and punctuality, and in our best
schools various devices are adopted ‘to achieve this end. A few teachers, however, make no effort
in this direction. They do not even take the trouble to obtain the Department’s certificates for
those pupils who attend regularly. Much can be done to secure regularity and punctuality by
arousing the interest of the parents in the work of the school. In some districts good results
have been obtained by keeping the parents in closer touch with the progress of their children by
means of quarterly reports showing, snter alia, the pupils’ marks, times late and times absent.
These reports, after being signed by the parents as evidence that they have perused them, are
returned to the school. )

Tar Tiscx SureLp.—The shield presented in 1909 by the late Mr. Tisch to encourage schools
to improve their surroundings was this year secured by the Korito School. The following schools
were also highly commended for the efforts put forth to beautify the school-grounds and premises:
Kaimiro, Marco, Oaonui, Frankley; and Huiakama. In eonnection w1t}1 the improvement of
the school-grounds, it is now quite a common occurrence to hear of a ‘‘ working bee,”” when parents
assemble at the school, and, under the teacher’s direction, set about improving the grounds. The
tactful teacher has no trouble. . ]

ScuemEs oF Work.—We are impressing on the teachers the absolute necessity of preparing
definite and comprehensive schemes of work, not only as a guide to us wl.len we examine the.Wor!i,
but also as a means of preventing random teaching and the oyerlapplng of the instruction in
the various standards. Though in many instances there is still much room for improvement,
we are pleased to record a marked advance in the way 'these.schem.es: are drawn up. ) It is provided
by the Board’s Regulations that a teacher, on resigning his position, must leave in the school a
copy of his schemes of work for the information and guidance of the incoming teacher. We regret
to report that in some instances teachers have overlooked this regulation, with the result that
the new teacher has been largely in ‘the dark as to the ground covered by the pupils prior to his

i is duties. -
takH}%EI;ER};IS.———The following extract from the report of an Inspectoy of .Schc.)ols. is n?‘t without
some bearing on the accuracy of the returns furnished by the teachers in this distriet: ‘I cannot
report favourably on the manner in which returus are compiled. I have not in any year known
so many errors in the returns sent in at the end of each quarter. Ten only of my thirty-seven
schools succeeded in furnishing, at first try, four correct quarterly returns during the past year,

1{i—B. 2 (App. 0).
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whilst two teachers each had to have their returns sent back for correction four times, another
two~had to make a second try on three separate occasions. If teachers fully recogmized the
inconvenience and additional work caused by their sending in inaccurate returns, no doubt they
would exercise more care in their compilation. A return has little value unless it is absolutely
carract, -and the. teacher who averred that the Inspector who had sent back a return for adjust-
ment ‘ seemed to have a passion for accuracy’ indicated, in a crude way, an attitude of mind
_which one hopes is not very general.” :

CareLEss CorrecrioN.—Closely related to the above is the lack of careful correction of the
exercises worked by the pupils. As we consider it absolutely essential to good work that all
exercises should be carefully supervised and corrected, we have made it a practice at our inspec-
tion visit to examine the pupils’ exercise-books in order to see how the corrections have been
made, and it is not altogether strange that we almost invariably find that those teachers who are
inaccurate in compiling their returns are the most careless in the supervision and correction of
the pupils’ exercises. Moreover, we could go a step further, and state that much of the indifferent
teaching is due to this want of care and thoroughness, and we fail to see how it is possible to
secure good results where this laxity exists.

AritaMeTic.—As before reported, the chief weakness noticeable in this subject is due to
mechanical inaccuracy arising partly from inadequate memorizing of the tables and partly from
lack of training in the mental processes underlying the work.  In addition to mental arithmetic
being used as a means to explain the principles of every type of question worked, a special time
should be set apart on the time-table for this subject. The neglect of mental calculations is
especially noticeable in the working of the bill in Standard IV and Standard V. We have made
it a rule when drawing up our examination-papers to set questions to test whether the pupils
of these standards have a ready knowledge of the rules for calculating mentally scores, dozens,
aliquot parts, &ec.

DrawiNg.—In many of our schools too little attention is paid to drawing. Very often no
attempt is made to meet the requirements of the syllabus. Instrumental drawing should be treated
more fully and systematically. The problems, as a rule, are neatly entered in the drawing-
books, but when the pupil is asked to construct the figure on the blackboard he not infrequently
shows that he has failed to intelligently grasp the process. The knowledge of geometry gained
by the pupils of the upper standards might well be extended to the teaching of design. Solid
geometry and model-drawing require more intelligent treatment. In teaching model-drawing
exercises should be carefully graduated, and the principles of vanishment should be fully
explained and demonstrated. We would recommend teachers to procure a copy of ““A Manual
of Drawing,”’ Parts I and II, by W. W. Rawson.

NEeEpLEWORK.—It is our experience that the neatness and accuracy which is demanded in-

other subjects is very often absent in the samples of needlework presented to us. We seldom or
never see the blackboard used as a means of illustrating the more common errors. Nor in many
schools is the preseribed course fully covered. The examining of the sewing is frequently rendered
unnecessarily difficult on account of the indifferent manner in which the samples are arranged
for our inspection, the samples in many cases being neither labelled nor set out in standards.

Pronics.—We have repeatedly pointed out that in a number of our schools the reading and
recitation are often marred by faulty enunciation and impurity of vowel sounds. This is a
matter that might be given more attention to in the training of our teachers. They have other-
wise a very great difficulty in applying a remedy. It is only by constant watching on the part
of the teacher that much improvement may be looked for. It is admitted that a large proportion
of the children when they enter our schools has already acquired habits of slovenly speech and
defective methods of breathing in connection with the organs of speech. Many teachers seem to
overlook the fact that the speaking mechanism itself has got a defective bias which can, as a rule,
be best remedied by a course of phonic drill. The vocal organs must be exercised or drilled in
such a way that they acquire the power of producing pure vowel or consonant sounds. Intelligent
and systematic practice in correct speaking will gradually overcome such common defects—the
vesult largely of the child’s surroundings outside of the school—as distorted vowel sounds, the
clipping of words, and the smothering of certain endings; but such practice must be based on
a knowledge of the elements of phonics. ~We can recommend as a suitable guide on this subject
““ The Science of Speech’” (Dumville). ‘

Resurts.—The following table shows the State schools that gained the highest results in
1911. [The table, being mainly of local interest, is not reprinted.]

It is gratifying to note that this year there are eighteen schools that have received ‘‘ good ”’
or a higher mark for efficiency, and “very good ”’ or a higher mark for orvder, discipline, and
tone, as against ten for last year.

We are, &c.,
W. A. BALLANTYNE, B.A.,‘I "
R. G. WuarrTtEr, M.A., } uSpectors.

The Chairman, Taranaki Education Board.
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WANGANUL
SIR,~— Education Office, 29th February, 1912.
We have the honour to present our annual report for the year ended 31st December, 1911.

It will be gathered from the statistics submitted that on the whole the schools are in a satis-
tactory eondition, and that there are not wanting signs of progress.

INsTRUCTION.—With respect to instruction, a perusal of the Inspectors’ monthly reports shows
that the Inspectors refer again and again to arithmetic and reading, or, concerning the latter
subject, more specifically to the pupils’ articulation, as being of an unsatistactory character, and
with a like frequency they have suggested remedies. It is not altogether easy to explain why
arithmetic should fave so badly. The shortcoming may be due (1) to the nature of the syllabus,
(2) to the nature of the teaching, (3) to insufficient time for study, or (4) most probably to all
three. That the syllabus is not ideal, especially in the matter of arrangement, may be readily
admitted, and that less time is now given to the subject than previously may also be ad-
mitted, but the fact remains that it is the teaching that is mainly in fault. Insufficient atten-
tion is given to the logical development of the subject as the pupils move from class to class, and
blackboard demonstration has to a great extent been disused. The remedies are obvious: better
schemes and more frequent blackboard demonstration are required. With respect to the pupils’
articulation and intonation, concerning which so much has been said in this and other districts,
while we acknowledge the faults, we at the same time hold that the remedies are more completely
in the teachers’ hands than ever before. At no time in the history of education has more attention
been paid to the production of the characteristic sounds used in the English language. Our
system of teaching reading is purely phonic, and if our pupils’ speech is marked by slovenly
articulation or false intonation the eause must be sought for either in overmastering home
influences or in failure on the teachers’ part to continue throughout the pupils’ school course the
practice of the phonic system so well begun in the lower classes. Referring, in a word, to hand-
writing, we may say that the pupils who presented themselves for the Proficiency Examination
wrote their papers in a uniforiply creditable manner. This may be due to some extent to the
fact that the wriling is judged by the style of the work presented, and the pupils accordingly give
of their best. It must be admitted, however, that the average writing-lesson affords a conspicuous
example of ““ how not to do it.”” The pupils’ posture is bad, their method of holding the pen is
bad, the method of correcting unsatisfactory work is bad, and blackboard instruction is badly
neglected.

ORGANIZATION.—In this respect considerable advance has been made by the substitution of
assistant teachers for pupil-teachers in large infant departments. This arrangement, too long
delayed, will place the work of infant-teachers on a new and better footing. The substitution of
additional assistants in place of pupil-teachers in schools of Grades V and V14, in pursuance of
the Department’s plan for the gradual extinction of pupil-teachers, will place these schools in an
improved position with respect to staffing, and enhance their efficiency. ‘

OBSERVATION SCHOOLS.—We are again glad to testify to the excellent services rendered by
these schools to uncertificated and inexperienced teachers. The special certificate awarded by the
Board to the head teachers of such schools will be a permanent record of the value of work well
and freely done. The proposed model infant department to be established in connection with the
new infant school at Wanganui will doubtless lead to an all-round improvement in infant-teaching
throughout the district.

EnviroNuENT.—The progress in this direction that we noted in our last annual report con-
tinues. Not only have the teachers interested themselves in the matter, but many of the Com-
mittees have also shown themselves deeply interested in the improvement of the school grounds.
Tt is to the infinite credit of both teachers and Committees that the bare and forbidding building
hitherto known as the school is disappearing, and its place taken by a building surrounded by
flower-pots and shrubs, with an experimental garden near by. '

Distrror Hieu Scmoous.—These schools occupy a difficult position.. Much is expected from
a staff that is very inadequately paid. On the one hand the schools are supposed, through the
Matriculation Examination, to be in touch with the universities, and, on the other, to be in
touch with the primary industrigs of the district in which they are placed. It is to their credit
that they have served these purposes so well. It is not every year that a district high school has
the olass of pupil to make a success at matriculation, but each of two of our schools gained four
matriculation passes last December, not to mention Civil Service passes. Very important is the
work of the schools in supplying secondary education to pupils destined for practical pursuits,
and, looking at their efficiency from this point of view, we are pleased to note a great improvement
on the previous vear’s work. The staff and the instructors now understand and realize better the
Department’s intentions. The Board is fortunate in commanding the services as selence instructor
of Mr. Martin, whose zeal and ability have enlisted the hearty co-operation of the pupils. Great
interest was taken by the boys in the purely farm work, as was evidenced by the visits to Mr.
Short’s Almadale Farm, and no less interest was taken by the girls in their advanced coekery,
dressmaking, housebold management, and hygiene.

ScenorarsuIps.—The rural course, which has by some been hitherto regarded as a kind of
interloper, has at last, by the appropriation of a proportion of the Board’s Senior Scholarships
to pupils taking the course, been put on an equal footing with the literary course. We may and -
do supply too many candidates fov the public service and the professions to absorb with advan-
tage, but we cannot do too much for the girls and boys who are to produce the country’s wealth
from the country’s primary resources. We have already had proof that in ability the rural-course
pupils are in no way inferior to those taking the literary course, and it is satisfactory to know
that with respect to scholarships both classes of pupils are to be treated alikc.
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Crassis #OR UNCERTIFICATED TEACHERS.—The classes established at Mangaweka towards the
end of last year were eagerly attended by teachers, who came from far and near. We have reason
to know that the work was taken up with enthusiasm by the instructors and the students, and
thitt solid progress was made. The correspondence classes were not so greatly sought after, but
with the beginning of the educational year there is reason to think that many of the teachers in
remote parts of the district will be glad to embrace the opportunity of securing the tuition neces-
“sary for the attainment of their certificates free of cost.

Housuzcrarr.—The special examination in cookery, needlework, and hygiene for Standard VI
pupils was held as usual with very satisfactory results. We are glad to acknowledge the services
rendered to the cause of domestic training by the ladies who examined the girls in cookery and

. needlework, and also the services of the medical men who at some centres took classes in first aid.

Proriciency ExamMivaTioN.—It should be put on record that the Committees, through their
Chairmen, willingly made suitable arrangements for the supervision of the Proficiency Examina-
tions. It is no small matter for a lady or gentleman to spend a whole day at the somewhat
monotonous work of supervision, and it must be taken as a testimony to the interest taken by
the Committees in the cause of education that satisfactory arrangements are made with so little
difficulty.

Work oF THE ORGANIZING INSPECTOR.—Mr. Stewart visited a large number of the more remote
schools in the district, spending two to three or four days in each as necessities of the case required.
He devoted himself without stint to his work, and there is ample evidence to show that it was
appreciated and that its effects will be permanent.

~ APPOINTMENT OF A SPECIAL INSTRUCTOR IN DRAWING.—If there is in our district one need more
than another that should be supplied it is the need of better instruction in drawing. It is with
pleasure that we welcome the proposal of the Board to appoint Mr. Watkin as instructor of this
branch of primary-school work. Mr. Watkin’s visit to schools, to meetings of teachers, and to
teachers’ instruction classes will, we feel sure, have a great and immediate effect upon the quality
of the drawing done in our schools.

Boarp’s LEwping LiBrarY.—The library now contains over three hundred volumes, of which
between thirty and forty were added during the year; a printed catalogue was also issued. We
are glad to be able to assure the Board that the library plays no mean part in stimulating the
more studious of the teachers, and in preventing their methods from becoming stereotyped. This
year seventy-nine teachers made use of the library, and more than two hundred books were issued.
There was a greater demand for works dealing with special subjects, such as the teaching of
geography, drawing, handwork, &ec., than for those dealing with educational prineiples, psychology,
&o. Books of the latter type were issued to several teachers studying for the higher certificates,
and no doubt proved of great service.

Disciprine.—Throughout the year there was no serious complaint from any of the Inspectors
regarding the discipline of the schools. This means much more than appears from the bald state-
ment. It means that the pupils behave well in school and on the playground; it means that they
take their work and play in the right spirit, and that they have a lively sense of the honour of
their schools. It is, of course, to the teachers’ feeling of responsibility that we must trace this
satisfactory state of affairs—to their resource, tact, and power of adaptability. In proof of their
adaptability it may be stated that the Board’s recent requirement that provision should be made
at all schools for organized games during play-hours has in the great majority of cases been ful-
filled in the spirit as well as in the letter In the scheme-books a description of the games is given,
and in the playgrounds they are played. It is easy to see how great an aid to the discipline of
the schools this arrangement is.

SoripariTY.—In conclusion, while we remember the great work that the teachers are doing,
we must not forget the services rendered by Mr. Grant and Mr. Browne and the other instructors
associated with us in the work of primary-school education. Each and all have contributed their

uota to the solid body of work done, and we rest in the assurance that serviece so faithful will
not fail of its purpose.

Tasrus.—The subjoined tables have been prepared partly for the sake of the information that
they convey and partly for the purposes of comparison and reference.

TaBLE 1a.
| Number on | Present at the | Average Ages
Classes. ‘ Roll at Annual Annual of Pupils in
¢ Examination. | Examination, each Class.
’ : ! Yrs. mos
Standard VII (including secondary pupils in D.H.S.)... | 254 293 15 0
y viI o .. J 919 | 897 14 0
) v 1,261 | 1,237 13 2
IV ] 1,488 | 1,460 12 2
" Imm . S 1,774 1,717 11 3
y T .. . 1,656 1,603 10 4
i I N ) 1,923 1,842 9 3
Preparatory f 5,562 | 5,095 7 2
Totals | 14,827 | 14,074 9 10.
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v , TasLe IB. )
. The following are the numbers from the eleven Roman Catholic schools :—

= !
Number on | Present at the | Average Ages
Classes. Roll at Annual Annual | of Pupils in
e , Examination. | Examination. i each Class.
. . | Yrs. mos.
. Standard VII " .. .. . .. 13 | 13 14 11
” VI .. .. .. .. 63 f 56 14 3
» v .. .. . .. - 86 85 13 4
s IV .. .. .. .. .. 94 ; 92 12 3
s 111 .. .. .. . .. 112 112 1 2
' il .. .. .. .. .. 107 | 106 10 4
s 1 .. .. .o .. .. 95 ‘ 94 9 2
Preparatory . . .. . . 402 ’ 379 70
Totals .. N .. . . 972 i 937 9 8

Six other private schools had a total roll of 111 pupils. Hence the total number of pupils
on the rolls of the inspected schools in the district at the teachers’ annual examination was 15,910,
an increase of 580 on the number for 1910.

TasLe II.

In this table are shown the proportion of pupils in the various classes and the average age,
both being compared with those for the Dominion. '

Dominion (1910). Wanganui (1911).
Classes. I
Per Cent. | Average Age. Per Cent. Average Age.
|
: Yrs. wmos. Yrs. mos.
Preparatory... - . o 3715 70 37-45 7 1
Standard I 12-17 9 2 12-97 9 3
" II 11-94 10 2 11-17 10 4
P 111 . 11-44 11 3 11-97 11 3
" IV LT . 10-39 12 3 10-04 12 2
" v 9-10 13 1 851 13 2
C P VI . 616 14 0 6-17 14 0
" VII e 1-65 15 0 172 15 0
e The above comparison shows no such striking difference as was noted in last year’s report.

The percentage of pupils in the preparatory classes continues to rise, but not by as large an
increment as was the case for the Dominion.

TasLe III.

Here a comparison is made with the numbers given in 1909 and 1910 for the State schools
of the district :-—

Number on | Number on | Number on | Average \ Average V‘ Average
Classes. Roll, 1909. | Roll, 1910. | Roll, 1911, | Ages, 1509. J Ages, 1910. i Ages, 1911,
Yrs. mos. Yrs., mos. Yrs. mos.
Standard VII .. .. 273 266 254 14 11 15 0 15 0
' Vi . .. 912 947 919 13 11 14 0 14 0
) v .. . 1,242 1,269 1,261 13 2 13 0 13 2
) v .. .. 1,465 1,488 1,488 12 3 12 3 12 2
NS 111 .. .. 1,602 1,692 1,774 11 4 11 3 11 3
. I .. .| 1,619 1,727 1,666 10 8 10 1 10 4
' I .. .. 1,735 1,749 1,923 9 1 9 3 9 3
Preparatory o . 5,117 5,363 5,552 70 7 2 71
Totals .. .| 13,965 | 14,401 14,827 . . ﬁ

I'rom the table it will be seen that during 1911 there was an increase of 426 pupils on the
rolls of the State schools. It is interesting to note that one-third of this increase is due to the
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rapid growth of the Waimarino schools. In that distriet in 1908 there were eight schools with a
roll of 399; in 1911 there were fourteen schools with a roll of 808, an increase of 103 per cent.
“ih the three years. '
‘With reference to the proportion of pupils in the preparatory classes, the following are the
_ percentages from 1907 to 1911, inclusive: 3341, 36'66, 36'6, 37-24, 37-45—a steady increase. We
= have come to-the conclusion that this increase is probably due in the main to natural causes,
though in particular cases there is no doubt teachers have kept their pupils too long in the prepara-
tory classes.

[Tables IV and V, being of merely local interest, are not reprinted.]

TaBLE VI.—INSPECTION OF SCHOOLS.

Number of State schools inspected during 1911 .. 201
Number of Roman Catholic schools inspected ... oo 11
Number of other private schools inspected ... 6
Total number of schools inspected ... ... 218

Number of schools inspected during 1908 .. 199
’s v - 1909 ... 205

»s ’s ’s 1910 .. 207

TasLe VII.—EFFICIENCY OF SCHOOLS.

The following table shows how the schools in the distriet stood as regards efficiency :—

Schools.
Very good to excellent .13
Good 24
Satisfactory o104
Fair 42
Weak ... .. 26
Inferior ... 9

The table includes eleven Roman Catholic schools and six other private schools.
)
TapLe VIII.—Staxparp VI: Proriciency Examivarion,

At this examination 932 pupils were presented, of whom 639 gained the proficiency certificate
and 193 the competency certificate.  Table VIII tabulates the results for the last three years.

f
Year | Proficiency Percentage of | Competency | Percentage of | Total Percent-
: Certificates. Passes. Certificates, Passes. age of Passes.
o | o | | |
1909 . .. .. ; 578 63-2 194 21-2 84-4
1910 . .. ool 552 58-8 230 } 24'5 83-3
1911 .. . . 639 686 193 ‘ 20-7 89-3

The 1911 results were substantially the same as those given for the Dominion in 1910. These
were—Proficiency, 6874 per cent.; competency, 20'53 per cent.; total passes, 89°27 per cent.

TasLe 1Xa.—Junior ScHOLARsHIP ExaMminarion, 1911.
fSummary only reprinted.]
Number of pupils presented, 82 ; number of pupils qualified, 57.

The number of schools competing for Junior Scholarships was less this year than in 1910, and
only eight new schools entered the arena. The percentage of passes, however, was higher—70 per
cent. in 1911 as against 62 per cent. in 1910; but it is disappointing to note that the number of
passes was only 0'4 per cent. of the total number of pupils in the district, and only 66 per cent.
of the Standard VI roll. We do not think our teachers are showing sufficient interest or enterprise
in availing themselves of the opportunity this examination offers to win honours for their schools,
and at the same time secure the benefits of higher education for their pupils.

With respect to the quality of the work done at the examination, it is very satisfactory to
note that 40°7 per cent. of the number of candidates who passed gained more than 500 marks,
400 being required for a pass—a vesult surpassed but by only one other district, which secured
the high percentage of 47°8. We have good reason, therefore, to congratulate those teachers who
sent up successful candidates on the excellence of their teaching. Taken in conjunction with the
increased percentage of proficiency passes, the Junior Scholarship results plainly point to increased
efficiency in the teaching of Standard VI, from which the candidates are mainly drawn.

[Table IXB, being of merely local interest, is not reprinted.]

)



AppENDIX C.] XV E.—2.

TasLE X,
s~ This table shows with respect to some of the larger schools what becomes of the pupils who
leave after passing Standard VL.

- [Summary only reprinted for twelve selected schools included in the table.]

JO I ~ — - _ :
Compe-
. . tency- | .
High |Technical ! Unskilled
s holders | Home.| Farm. | Trade. | Office. | Shop.
School. School. remaining Labour.
at School.
— — ] ‘ i _ B B
Totals .. . o 9 74 ‘ 3¢ 36 | 20 | 2 | 11 | 12 6
— N -

From the above it appears that about 30 per cent. of the pupils who left entered a secondary
school, and 25 per cent. attended evening technical classes or entered Wanganui Technical College ;
while 44 per cent. of those who gained only a competency certificate remained another year to
prepare for the proficiency certificate. '

DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOLS.—SECONDARY DEPARTMENTS.
TasLE XI.

[Summary only reprinted.]

' \
\ ~ Admitted at Begin- | Number of Pupils who during

Roll at Average | ning of 1911 from— | 1911 were spending their—
_— Endof ol — S [
11, | N . o
‘ 1011. Town Country | First |Second| Third | Fourth
l | Schools. ‘ Schools. | Year. | Year. “ Year. | Year.
O ‘ o i S “ —_
Totals (in eight schools). . L3 | 204 | 109 69 | 178 ‘ S { 10
‘ | I :

According to the above table 314 pupils actually attended the secondary classes during the
year. It appears from this and previous returns that about half the pupils leave after spending
one year in the classes; but it is gratifying to note that during 1911 there were nearly twice as
many third-year pupils as in 1910, whilst the number of fourth-year pupils more than doubled.

TasLe XII.

The following table has been compiled to show to what extent the secondary departments in

district high schools are of service in country districts. The returns show that more than 30 per

cent. of the pupils travel over five miles to school, a fact which proves in a very decisive manner
the value of such schools in farming distriets. .

[Summary only reprinted.]

Number of Pupils who during 1911 were living at a distance from School of—

{  Not morethan | Between One and | Between Three and Over
} One Mile. - Three Miles. 1 Five Miles. Five Miles.
S | : - ,
Totals .. . 141 43 | 31 | 93
‘ |

TasLE XIII.

This table is submitted to show to what extent secondary pupils in the district high schools
avail themselves of the special rural course of instruction.
[Summary only reprinted.]

Average Number of Pupils who during 1911
took the—

i Literary Course of 1’ Special Rural Course
Instruction. f of Instruction.

Totals .. . .. 156 117
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TABLE XIV.—CANDIDATES FOR ENTRANCE TO THE TEACHING PROFESSION.

- Total From Scholarship.
Number | Secondary or From )
Year Aty Priamry Passed Passed Passed
Lot : of District = 1 gohools Passed | 0011 Service| Senior Freo | Standard VI
o | Candidates. | High Schools. ™ | Matriculation, Y]uni or. Place, only.
S ‘ . ‘ ! .
1911 44 | 38 6 | 1 I } 0 14
1910 55 | 36 19 | 5 ] 7 | 6 ! 37
1909 42 129 13 | 17 | b ‘ 20
IO S R 1 B A S
We are, &ec.,
Gro. D. Braik.
Jas. MILNE.
The Chairman, Education Board, Wanganui. T. B. Strong.
WELLINGTON.

SIR,— Wellington, February, 1912,

We have the honour to submit our annual report on the educational work of this district

for the year 1911.

Srartstics.—The total number of schools in operation during the past year was 169, an

increase of six on the number for

1910.

classes, with the average ages of the pupils in attendance :—

The following summary shows the numbers in the various

|
P t at the | A A f
Classes. Nurﬁl:ﬁr on ! rezer?nu:l ° P‘:le;ﬁgein g:ctlr)x
| . [ Examination. Class.
S — — —_ ‘—) !
Yre, mos.
Standard VII 306 292 15 3
) VI i 1,478 | 1,451 13 9
" AY 1,749 [ 1,721 12 11
. Iv 1,979 i 1,945 11 8
Y 111 2,084 1,988 11 0
. 1I 2,199 2,127 9 9
) I 2,082 2,007 9 1
Preparatory 6,262 5,895 6 11
18,089 17,426 9 9
Twelve Catholic schools 1,458 1,379
Totals 19,542 18,805

=

These totals show an increase in Préparatory, Standard II, Standard IV, Standard VI, and a

decrease in Standard I, Standard I1I, Standard V, and Standard VII, leaving a balance of 207
more children for the year.

Pre- Stan- Stan- Stan- Stan- Stan- Stan- Stan- School

paratory. dard 1. dard IL. dard III. dwd IV. dard V. dard VI, dard VII, Sohools.
1911 ... 6,262 2,082 2,199 2,034 1,979 1,749 1,478 306 169
1910 ... 6,139 2,151 2,041 2,050 1,906 1,855 1,386 365 163
4123 —69 4158 16 478 —106 492 -59 16

Compared with those of last year these figures call for no special comment, cxcept in the case of
Standard VII, where we find a decrease of nearly 20 per cent. This is due to circumstances over
which we have no control—in the city it is accounted for by the inereased accommodation provided
by the secondary schools, in the country by the unsuitability of the railway time-table. The
establishment of a district high school at Eketahnna should more than compensate for the decrease
in the rural high schools.

One feature, however, of the local distribution of our numbers calls for some remark.
Though the steady annual increase in the roll-number for the district as a whole is maintained,
the increase is practically confined to city and suburban schools and the sechools on the Manawatu
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line. In fact, if the Masterton town schools are included with the city schools, there is a marked
decrease in the roll-numbers of the rest of the district, as a comparison with the corresponding
~*totals of ten years ago clearly shows :—

) 1901. 1911,

- Roll of schools on Manawatu line ... 1,060 1,722

. Roll of city and suburban schools, including Masterton ... 9,770 12,321
Roll of schools in rest of Wellington District . 4,411 4,046

' 15,241 18,089

which means that, omitting the two Masterton schools, the rolls of the schools north of the Rimu-
taka and south of the Hawke’s Bay line show a decrease of 9 per cent. in ten years, although the
actual number of schools has in the same period increased from 92 to 103.

EFFicIENCY.—-A summary of details contained in our examination and inspection reports gives
the following result for 1911 as compared with 1910 :—

1911. -1910.
Satisfactory to very good ... ... 1l 135
Fair ... s .o 12 - 18
Inferior 6 10
169 163

This shows a most commendable improvement—the fact that 90 per cent. of our schools are
in a satisfactory condition is a matter for congratulation to all concerned. The unsatisfactory
condition of small rural schools and the disabilities under which they work have been specially
commented on by the parliamentary Education Committee, and various remedies have been sug-
gested by educational authorities. We have recognized that the problem is one most difficult to
deal with in a sparsely settled country. Whatever else might be done, our duty in the matter
was obvious, and with practically no exceptions we have given the maximum amount of time to
the lower grade schools, in every case carefully examining and classifying all pupils, and, where
necessary, paying a third visit, We have been gratified at the response made by our country
teachers. The weakness of the school has often been the result simply of the teacher’s want of
experience. The advice willingly received and acted on has resulted in immediate improvement.
For example, in the Pongaroa district, where backblock disadvantages certainly reach their
maximum, we have this year been able to report that fifteen schools out of the total of sixteen are
classified as satisfactory to good. ) ;

During Mr. Tennant’s absence in England the Board made use of the services of Mr. W. T.
Grundy as an Inspector. As Mr. Grundy is a teacher of high standing and long experience, both
in England and in the Dominion, it may be of interest to give some of the impressions formed by
him while engaged on inspectorial work. He writes: ‘‘In most of the small country schools I
was impressed with the fact that the teachers were striving loyally and earnestly to do their best
for the children, and the work was in many cases of a higher order of merit than I had expected
to find. There was close supervision of written work, which in most cases was very neatly done,
and evidently an earnest endeavour was being made to meet the requirements of the standards
of education in every possible way. The children, too, were more responsive than I had expected
to find them, and it is evident that the leaven of the spirit of the new education is working, and
is having a beneficial effect on education in these remote districts. Great credit is due to many
of the country teachers for the care they bestow on the upkeep of the Board’s property. In connec-
tion with some of even the smallest schools there are beautifully kept gardens in which the pupils
work, and from which, educationally, they undoubtedly obtain much profit as well as enjoyment.”’

A reference to the annual report of the Inspector-General of Schpols shows that apparently
no explanation satisfactory to the Department has been forthcoming with regard to the increased
proportion of children in the preparatory classes, the length of time they are kept there, and the
consequent increase in the average age of Standard VI. While careful to acquit Inspectors and
teachers of any direct blame, the report this year ag‘aun_emphasmgs' the gravity of the position,
and it is evidently the desire of the Department that dlstrlct- auth.orltles should make some attempt
to remedy matters—presumably by accelerating the promotions into standard eclasses. _ The ques-
tion is undoubtedly one for very serious consideration, ar.ld we append a table showing a com-
parison between the average standard ages for Wellington District and for the Dominion :—

Average Ages. |Preparatory. Standard I. | Standard II.| Standard III. | Standard IV.| Standard V. | Standard VI.
Yrs., mos. Yrs. mos. Yrs. mos. Yrs. mos. Yrs. mos. Yrs. mos. Yrs. mos.
Dominion ... 7 0 9 2 10 2 11 3 12 3 18 1 14 O‘
Wellington ... 6 11 9 1 9 9 | 11 0 | 11 8 12 11 13 9

Percentage of pupils in preparatory classes—Dominion, 37'15 per cent. ; Wellington, 84 per cent.

First, as to the length of time children are kept in the preparatory classes. In our di'strict,
this increase in the preparatory age has been accompanied by a corl'espondlpg dect‘"ease in the
length of time taken to pass through the subsequent standards. Moreover, if the increase has
had no more serious result than that of raising the average age of‘ Standard VI by thrge months
(the statistics for the last three years do not indicate the probability of any.further. 1ncr.ease),
we do not see that the primary pupil is necessarily any the worse for such extension of his primary
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course; rather, in view of the stress which the syllabus very properly lays on the importance of
quality of work as compared with quantity, we think it may be of distinet advantage to him. And
as to what would appear from the report to be the more serious objection-—viz., *‘ that the present
length of the primary course postpones the beginning of the secondary school courses of our boys
-.and girls to a higher age than is desirable ’—desirable, that is, in the interest of those taking up
the secondary Gourses—this, after all, may be a matter of opinion, more especially so, seeing that
the course of the average secondary sohool is merely a preparation for Civil Service or Matricula-
tion Examinations. In any case it must be borne in mind that the education of the majority of
our youth finishes with the primary schools, and, until it is made perfectly clear that the interests
of this majority are not going to suffer, we are not in sympathy with any attempt to shorten the
time of the present primary course. If it is thought necessary or even desirable to begin secondary
work a year earlier, this result should be attained, as we have said before, by a closer correlation
of primary and secondary curricula, and not by a mere process of ‘‘ speeding up ’’ the pupil’s
progress through the primary course as at present constituted.

StarriNg AND APPOINTMENTS.—The difficulties of management owing to inadequate staffing
have hitherto been most acute in Grades V and VI, but the extension by the Department of some
of the provisions of the Education Amendment Act, 1908, to schools in these grades will afford
most welcome relief, and we confidently look forward to improved efficiency in organization and
general work. There is a growing disinclination on the part of certificated teachers to offer
themselves as candidates for country positions. The last list of vacancies advertised by the Board
brought forth applications from fifteen certificated teachers for a position of £90 to £105 at
Wadestown, while for a similar position at Fernridge there was not a single certificated applicant.
It is very evident that some definite scheme of making appointments is necessary if the children
in the country districts are to receive the benefits of the trained teaching capacity to which they
are entitled.

Scroon LiBramries.—It is gratifying to note the improvement that has lately been apparent
in the libraries of many of the schools. Committees and teachers have always recognized the
importance of the library as a valuable adjunct to school work, but, as their main difficulty in
establishing and adding to a library has alwavs been want of money, the Board has declared its
willingness to supplement funds raised in the district for the purchase of new books. At the same
time, a list of suitable books has been published by the Board. Since the practice of granting
subsidies was adopted, more than thirty schools in the country have availed themselves of the
Board’s liberality.

Exornisy Svesecrs.—Reading, on the whole, is accurate and fluent, and, looking at the sub-
jeet from the point of view of what, after all, is its most important function—viz., as an educa-
tional instrument by means of which the child is enabled fo acquire information through the
intelligent comprehension of written language—we are satisfied that good work is being done;
but before we can hope to approach to the ideals in accent, modulation, and delivery which con-
stitute really cultured reading, a higher standard must be set than the term marks of the average
teacher would indicate. With the treatment of recitation we have little fault to find, so far as
the memorizing of the regulation number of lines is concerned, but only in. a limited number of
schools do we find it reaching a standard of any elocutionary ‘merit. We, however, attach most
importance to it as a means of cultivating in the children some idea of literarv taste, and some
appreciation of what is really admirable in literary expression, and with this view we are includ-
ing in our next issue of additional readers a series of poetry books which we hope will be found
suited to the requirements of all standards. Composition as judged by the set essay is also satis-
factory, and there is evidence of improved freedom of expression, more especially in the lower
classes. We attribute this to the more rational treatment of the subject that the present syllabus
has made possible. There is now less attempt to teach composition by mechanical grammatical
formulze, and a saner system is being adopted which recognizes that’ the real essentials for ready
verbal expression by the child are ideas, and words with which to express those ideas. As an
aid towards this treatment of the subject all junior classes, more especially the preparatory classes,
have by means of the Government grant been supplied with varied selections of story-books and
continuous readers.. The results have been excellent, the teachers taking full advantage of this
means of increasing their pupl]s vocabulary, and fa,mlharlzmo" them with model language forms
from some of the best specimens of English literature. All this is in the right direction, but, as
we point out further on, much more remains to be done before the teaching of English occupies
that position in our education system that its importance demands. The efficiency mark for
spelling is ¢ good,”” and for writing ¢ satisfactory ”’ to ‘“ good.”” We are not inclined to accept
excuse for pronounced weakness in either of these sub]ects as we 1nvar1ablv find such weakness
the result of defective discipline and careless supervision. Spelling is mainly a matter for the
eye, and we have noticed instances where teachers have placed too much reliance on word- -building,
to the neglect of dictation and the tralnlng of the eve during the reading lesson. We do not wish
this statement, however, to mean in any way a deprematmn of phomcs, the use of which we
would like to see much extended, nor of word- building——an excellent language lesson and effective
aid to the teaching of composition, especially in the lower standards, but it is hopeless to expect
to deal with the inconsistencies and contradictions of English spelling bv these means alone.

ArrrameTIC.—The condition of arithmetic shows no change. Up to and including Stan-
dard IV 1t is ¢¢ satisfactory 7 to ‘“ very good,”” in Standard V it is ¢“ weak,”” and in Standard VI
“ fair *’ to ‘¢ satisfactorv.” We here again express our opinion that the excessive demands made
in arithmetic by the ordinary school examinations not only seriously retard the pupil’s progress
in other and more important subjects, but absolutely render impossible a rational treatment of
the subject itself. In its ¢‘ Suggestions to Teachers’’ the English Board of Education lays special
emphasis on the danger to the effective teaching of arithmetic armng from undue attention to

~t
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abstract and difficult examples. This result of facing the child with problews of undue difficulty
and complexity, problems which really belong to the domain of algebra, has been that our teachers

~+are driven to sacrifice instruction in principles to the mere working of examples as types. By
constant repetition and mechanical drill the pupil is familiarized with these types, with the very
_words irf which they are expressed (the ** cue ’’ words as they have been aptly called), till by wear:-
some practice he becomes habituated to the processes required for their solution. When examina-
tion tests conform to these familiar types, the pupil passes; but when the tests deal with unfamiliar
matters, or are expressed in unfamiliar phraseology—that is, when the ‘‘ cue ”’ words are missing
~—~the pupil fails, The problem in arithmetic makes a threefold demand on the child—(1) com-
prehension of the language in which the problem is set out; (2) comprehension of what is required
to be done in order to solve the problem; (3) knowledge of the mechanical operations in arithmetic
necessary to get the answer. 'The first, as Professor Suzzalo points out, is a question of language;
the second is a question of reasoning-power. Our contention is that the bulk of problem work
in arithmetic not only deals with facts and circumstances that do not lie within the experience
of the average child of twelve or thirteen years of age, but, as a rule, it is beyond the natural
scope of his reasoning-powers and comprehension of language, and that, instead of these faculties
being cultivated with the object of enabling the child to cope with such work in a rational manner
and to derive real educational benefit from it, valuable school time is being wasted in the acquisi-
tion of what at best is a merely factitious facility in getting answers. Opinions, of course, differ,
but facts speak for themselves. No subject receives so much attention in our primary system as
arithmetic : at least 20 per cent. of the child’s school life is devoted to it, and it cannot be pre-
tended that the results are in any way commensurate with this expenditure of time and teaching
energy. The practical business man is not satisfied with the working knowledge of figures possessed
by the boy who enters his office, nor is the secondary teacher satisfied with the arithmetic of the
pupil who takes up his secondary course. We have dealt rather at length with this matter, because
we feel convinced that reform is necessary, and, in our opinion, this reform should be on the
lines set out by the Conference on the Teaching of Arithmetic in the London Elementary Schools,
which advocates, in place of the old treatment of arithmetic, a correlation of arithmetic, elementary
algebra, and geometry, under the heading of ‘ elementary mathematics,”’ and a return to the
solution of all problems in proportion, protit and loss, interest, &e., by means of simple algebraical
and graph methods. A reform on such lines would not only be a saving of time at present wasted
in useless effort, but, by making possible closer correlation, would go far towards bridging the
gap that at present exists between the primary and secondary courses.

Hisrory.—History is the least satisfactory of our school subjests. There is a lack of definite
#im in its general treatment, and too much reliance has been placed on the dreary compilation
of facts and dates which have hitherto done duty for text-books. After most careful consideration,
a new publication, ¢ The High-roads of History,”’ has been issued to all our schools. The books
have been so selected as to enable the subject to be treated on the periodic system in large schools,
while in the case of small country schools it has been thought better (in view of the shorter school
life and more broken -time of the pupil) to adopt the concentric system. The series, which is
beautifully illustrated and possesses high literary merit, provides not only a thoroughly eompre-
hensive course of British and colonial history, but contains also a survey of ancient history suffi-
cient for all reasonable requirements. But, after all, no book can supply the place of intelligent
teaching, and no subjeet is more difficult to teach, or demands more skilful treatment, than history,
and we heartily welcome the recent amendment in the Department’s regulations which ensures that
for the future proper prominence will be given to this subject in the professional training of the
teacher himself. The absence of history from the compulsory subjects for a certificate, by depre-
ciating its value in the eyes of the teacher, has in the past encouraged him to neglect what is really
a most important branch of English literature.

GeocrapaY.—There is probably no more hopeful sign that the new education is coming to its
own than the vast improvement apparent both in the methods of treatment and in the selection
of matter in connection with geography. One proof of this is the fact that it is probably now the
favourite subject with the majority of children. Much crude work is still done; too great a
dependence is still placed on books, and too much is often attempted, but, notwithstanding these
faults, there is much solid gain. We are often asked by teachers, overanxious as to examination
results, for a more definite syllabus, 9nd, to a certain extent, we must sympathize with what is really
the outcome of a conscientious desire to fulfil official requirements. It should be remembered,
however, that these requirements concern mainly competitive scholarship tests, and a return to
a definite syllabus would be a return to text-books and the inevitable cram. Except where the
teacher is an enthusiast in such work, much of the mathematical geography might reasonably be
left for the secondary school course. We are pleased to note the increasing use made by pupils
of their own atlases. ‘

ELeMeNTARY Science.—Nature-study, elementary agriculture, physiology and first aid,
physical measurements, and in a few schools elementary chemistry, are taken in accordance with
syllabus requirements. On the whole, good work is being done, more particularly along the lines
of deepening the pupil’s interests and strengthening the more {formal work qf the school.
Geography, drawing, composition, and arithmetic should specially benefit from a wise correlation
with elementary science. Ws are all too ready in the press of school work to forget that if science
is to justify its retention on a primary-school syllabus—a point on which educational authorities
are far from being unanimous—it can do so only by giving opportunity for a direct appeal to
facts and first-hand experiment. Our teaching still tends to be too didactic. Rousseau (not Pro-
fessor Armstrong) said, ‘‘ Let your pupil know nothing because you have told him, but because
he has comprehended it himself. He is not to learn science, but to discover it. If you ever sub-
stitute authority for reason he will be but the sport of others’ opinions.”” We need not necessarily
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pursue this heuristic method to the reductio ad absurdum of making every step forward a
laboratory experiment. The child is still the *‘ heir of all the ages,”’ and his deductions from
information wisely given or facts judiciously brought under his notice may still be hLeuristic.
We are on perfectly safe ground so long as we give the pupil an opportunity of responding either
physically or mentally to impressions made in any way by our teaching. Further and more
lmportant even from the pedagogic point of view is the continued insistence on clear oral or written
Statement of facts observed and of inferences drawn. This more than any other factor has con-
duced to Germany’s educational pre-eminence: Critics of German methods have noted the fact
that the so-called science lesson is rather a lesson on the command of the mother-tongue than a
science lesson ad Aoc. o

Reading, recitation, history, and much of B geography, supplying as they dé the humanistic
side of our syllabus, apart altogether from their individual importance, afford the teacher the
most direct means of appealing to the child’s imagination, of cultivating his moral sense, and
of building that foundation of ‘‘ many sided interests’’ on which alone the future character of
the child can be developed. We are aware that to the often bewildered teacher Inspectors’ reports
at times seem fairly to bristle with suggestions and details of technical criticism, and, for our
part, we would willingly forego our special privilege of giving further * counsels of perfection,’’
if by so doing this one aspect of our English teaching could be emphasized. This change in the
treatment of English has certainly begun with us, but in no department of school work are we
so far behind the older countries. There is no reason why we might not soon be abreast of them :
our children are at least as intelligent, and our teachers as capable and painstaking. - We lack,
perhaps, local traditions and historic associations, but this is only another reason for emphasizing
this side of our work. In practice this aim will mean for the pupil less time given to mechanical
arithmetic, spelling lists, formal grammar, isolated geographical and historical facts; more time
for the reading of literature and biography and the discussion of the romance of history and
geography. For the teacher it means wider reading, closer touch with human interests, and higher
ideals, for which, though the rewards may not be immediately apparent in examinations, there
will surely come a keener interest and a more active mental response in all the work of the school.

~ NEEpLEWORK aND Dommstic’ EcowoMy.—Of late years there Lias been a most beneficial move-
ment towards making the girls’ training bear more intimate relationship to the home life. Hence
the introduction of cookery, laundry work, housewifery, physiology and hygiene, &e. 1In all
these subjects good work is being done in our district, and a wise mean is maintained between their
purely vocational and their educational values. There is still room, however, for closer correla-
tion between them and the ordinary school course. In the needlework we feel that some of the
syllabus requirements might be modified to allow, particularly in the higher standards, of draw-
ing and design taking the same place with regard to sewing that it now takes with woodwork.
In cookery and laundry work arithmetic should lead to the keeping of household accounts, which
might be made as truly educative and certainly of more utility for primary children than, say,
obsolete computations in compound interest or calculations as to the time required to empty or
fill a bath by the somewhat unusual method of keeping the supply and waste pipes open at one and
the same time. " Physical drill and games should form a natural complement to the more theo-
retical treatment of physiology and hygiene. : o

Districr Hiem Scioovs.—The number of district high schools in our province remains the
same as for 1910, nor has any change been made in the programme of work undertaken. The
rural science course inaugurated in 1909 has fully justified its establishment. Good work has
been done, and this year there was keen competition for the Board’s B or Rural Senior Scholar-
ships reserved for those taking the rural course. Marks are allocated as follows: (1) For Junior
Civil Service papers, 1,500; (2) for practical work and oral examination, 50. We were specially
pleased to find the general improvement in the practical work as evidenced in these scholarship
examinations. Practically all opposition to the introduction of this course in our district high
schools has disappeared; in fact, criticism has rather taken the form of ‘“ asking for more.”’
In last year’s report we stated plainly the limitations of this work—¢¢ it was inaugurated to bring
about a more intimate relation between the course of instruction in the district high schools and
rural pursuits.””. This purpose it is satisfactorily accomplishing, but parents find that after the
completion of two years, students are at the end of a road which should lead right up to an agri-
cultural college—the natural complement to such a course of instruction. Though somewhat
outside our province, we would like strongly to support the claim for such an institution. Its
absence (for Lincoln College is full, even 1if it were not so far away) gives some reason for the
demand that our district high schools should develop more on the lines of the purely vocational
schools of America or Switzerland. ~ We do not wish it to be inferred from these remarks that
the ‘“rural course”’ without this scope-stone of a specialized school of agriculture is in any way
a failure even for those boys who intend to go on to the land. Such is not the case; for we feel
confident that the high school pupil will take to his life’s work an added interest in rural affairs,
and a mind quickened to grapple with the problems of the farm.

Pavsical InstructioN.—Military drill and physical and breathing exercises are well taught,
and the practice adopted of devoting ten or fifteen minutes daily to deep-breathing and a few free
exercises is to be commended. These exercises, however, are not sufficiently made use of to
influence the bearing and deportment of the children, and we have had to impress upon teachers
the necessity of paying attention to “a careful cultivation to correct posture at writing or other
lessons.”” Swimming is taught in a number of schools in the country as well as in the chief towns.
Organized games also form part of the physical instruction in the larger schools, and the extra
time given by many of our teachers to instruction in sports is commendable.. While recognizing
the value of games as an important factor in the training of the young, we cannot but feel that
a real danger exists in allowing these games to take up too much of the school time, and to occupy
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the minds of the scholars to the exclusion of school work. We are constrained to give this warning,
as there are signs that in some of our eity schools, football, an excellent game in its proper Pplace,
_has lately been engaging too much of the attention of many of our boys. - .

SiNGING.—School music has such an important bearing on the cultivation of taste, the appre-
ciation of rhythmic values, perfect obedience to control and the corporate life of the school, that
-we submit some lines along which we feel it might be improved: (1) As with physical drill, the
substitution of several short intervals in place of the weekly longer lesson; (2) the wiser selection

* of school music (vide Appendix VI, Suggestions to Teachers); (3) the closer correlation with poetry,
the masterpieces of prose literature, and great events of history; (4) the continual necessity for
demanding sweetness and purity of tone. ,

We are fortunate in securing for the instruction of our teachers the services of such an expert
in music as Mr. Parker. In reporting on this subject he says, ““I have given two courses of
lessons to teachers and pupil-teachers; one in Wellington and one in the Wairarapa. The lessons
included all the points comprised in an adequate treatment of the subject of school-singing,
breathing, voice and ear training, time, tune and enunciation, all of which were dealt with as
thoroughly as time would allow. The attendance and the work done at the Wellington class was,
on the whole, satisfactory, but the Wairarapa class was one of the best I have held. In spite of
variable and sometimes very unfavourable weather, some thirty-five teachers from all parts of
the district assembled every Saturday and followed the lessons with the keenest interest.”” Mr.
Parker visited several schools during the year, and he adds, °‘ These visits have convinced me of
the great improvement which is being made in this branch of school work. Naturally, the results—
depending, as they do, so much upon the personality of the teacher—are not of uniform excellence,
but I can safely say that the worst singing I heard in these schools was at least equal to the best
of a few years ago. Increased attention is now Leing paid to the important matters of breathing
and voice training, both of which have, apart from immediate pleasurable results, far-reaching
effects in after life.”’

Drawing aAND HANDWORK.—Steady progress is being made in handwork and in such branches
of drawing as freehand, free-arm, and brush work. In object and nature drawing the improve-
ment, however, is slow. While the number of teachers who are using natural objects instead of
flat copies only is inereasing, a want of the correct knowledge of the underlying principles of
drawing is often responsible for a badly graded selection of objects. During her engagement
as art instructor to teachers and students, Miss Lee did much to supply this knowledge, and we
hope the Board will appoint a successor to continue the work she began so well two years ago.
In only a few schools—mainly those where drawing is carefully correlated with such subjects as
woodwork, cardboard modelling, physical measurements, and arithmetic—is instrumental drawing
effectively taught. In many schodls it is a negligible quantity, and in others very little is domne.
There is no excuse for this neglect of a branch of drawing most important for all children, and
in the higher branches more especially for boys. The appointment of an additional. instructor
in woodwork enabled the number of classes to be increased. In the practical work of cookery
and dressmaking a steady advance is being made, and when the lady selected in England for
the purpose of supervising the subjects of a domestic course takes up her duties, we look forward
to a considerable improvement in the instruction of such subjects as physiology, domestic economy,
and hygiene, and we hope to see laundry work added to the programme. When handwork was
added to the syllabus it was given a separate place in the work and programme of the school,
and treated as an isolated subject introduced for the purpose of forming ‘‘ a counter-irritant to
bookwork.”” But as teachers gradually perceived that, by correlating different branches of hand-
work with other subjects of the syllabus, the general work made a steady advance, manual instrue-
tion gradually came to be looked upon more as a method than as a subject, and as a method of
applying educational principles it has certainly justified its existence. In giving grants for
manual instruction certain restrictions as to the time given to practical work have been laid
down. These limitations were probably justified while the work was new, but the time has now
come when some of them might well be dispensed with. Their retention tends to make a teacher
treat the subject as isolated, and hampers him to some extent in applying the methods of manual
instruction to other subjects. We are not suggesting a lessening of the time given to practical
work, but in cases where handwork has been correlated with such subjects as, say, geography or
arithmetic, these restrictions are apt, to encourage the teacher to subordinate the interests of the
main subject to a lesson on handwork. : ) .

Tracuers’ Crasses.—At Wellington and Masterton instruction classes for-teachers, pupil-
teachers, and probationers were held in freehand, model, blackboard, and geometrical drawing,
brushwork, design, woodwork, cardboard modelling, cookery, physiology, physical measurements,
singing, and drill, and towards the end of the year Mr. Cumming gave a course of lectures in
elementary agriculture at Pahiatua. Those teachers who attended were greatly interested, and
improved work in elementary agrieulture and nature-study may confidently be expected in their
schools. The unfavourable weather-conditions which prevail in the Pahiatua County interfere
considerably with the attendance at such a class, but as there are many teachers in this district
whose scheool work would be greatly benefited by these lectures, we hope to see a larger number
taking advantage of them this year. Twenty-one teachers, representing fourteen schpols, attended
ab Greytown for two weeks during the month of September for the purpose of receiving instruc-
tion in elementary agriculture and nature-study from Mr. Davies and Mr. Cumming. In
reporting on the worlk, the instructors say, ““ We desire to express our appreciatior} of t}}e excellent
working spirit displayed by the class as a whole, and especially by those teachers in residence who
returned to the laboratory night after night, evidently bent on making the most of their oppor-
tunity.””  An inspection visit paid to the school confirmed the good opinion of the work as given
by the instructors. During the year the Department made a grant for the purpose of assisting
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uncertificated teachers in outlying districts to obtain a ‘‘ full qualification.”’” As the Board was
at liberty to expend this grant either in establishing correspondence classes, or in maintaining
classes at a suitable training centre, it decided to give some teachers in the ¢ backblocks’’ a
month’s instruction at the Training College. Ten teachers were selected for this purpose, and
classes for their instruction are now being held. ‘As these teachers will have the opportunity of
“observing classes, not only at the Training College but at other schools in the city, this arrange-
ment is preferable to the establishment of correspondence classes alone. Moreover, the instructors
at the Training College will also arrange to give assistance by correspondence during the year.
The practice of holding such classes at the Training College during either the summer or the
winter months is one that will be of such great benefit to the small schools in the country that we
strongly recormmend its continuance.

In concluding this report we would again express our appreciation of the whole-hearted and
spontaneous support afforded to us in the performance of our ordinary duties by our teachers as
a whole. We have every reason to know that the Board is fortunate in having in its service a
body of men and women whose character and professional attainments are without question, and
on our own part we feel we have every reason to congratulate ourselves on our association with
fellow-workers whose loyal co-operation and strenuous endeavour have been the chief factors in
maintaining the high educational efficiency of the district.

We have, &ec.,
T. R. FLEmiNg,
F. H. BAKEWELL,}IIISPGC(ZOI‘S.
J. 8. TEnNanT,
The Chairman, Education Board, Wellington.

APPENDIX.
SumMmaRY oF RomaN CaTHOLIC, SCHOOLS.

Present at the | Average Age
Standard Classes. Nuggﬁr on Annual of Pu%ils ign
: Examination. Each Class.
} Yrs. mos.
Standard VII ... 14 11 14 6
. vi .. 111 108 14 4
» v .. 140 134 13 4
. IV L 149 143 12 7
. ImTr 190 178 11 4
. T . 149 145 10 5
" I .. 181 172 9 2
Preparatory 519 488 .
Total ... 1,453 1,379

HAWKE'S BAY.
SiR,— - Inspector’s Office, Napier, 2nd February, 1912,
The seven months that have elapsed since my return from England have barely sufficed
for visiting all the large and small schools of this extensive district, but the majority of them
have been visited, and previous to the commencement of the midsummer vacation Mr. Smith and
I had finished the annual visit to all the schools, with four exceptions. These would have been
duly examined but for cireumnstances over which the Inspectors had no control.

One hundred and thirteen Board schools and twelve household schools were in operation at
the end of the year. Excluding the household schools, all were visited either once or twice during
the year, and, with the exception of four, were duly examined. In addition, nine Catholic and
three private schools were examined and reported on in the usual way.

For the year ended 31lst December, 1911, the average school roll of attendance was 10,423,
and the average attendance 9,223, which represents 88'4 per cent. of regularity of children at
school for the year. No records are available to show the regularity of pupils attending other
than Board schools, but it would be well if such were sent to the Inspectors for their information,
as the same conditions as to attendance at school should operate for all children throughout the
district.

Regularity in the attendance of children at school has been hindered very much owing to the
existence of sickness. In quite a number of schools children have suffered from measles, mumps,
influenza, and fevers, yet the regularity of children in some of the schools has been unusually
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good. Thus, at Matamau, a bush district near Dannevirke, the average regularity for the year
was 97 per cent. of the roll number, and for three years the same school has maintained a regu-

““arity of over 96 per cent. Other schools might be named, notably large ones like Napier Main

and Gisborne, where the regularity exceeds 90 per cent., and the small country schools would
show even better results than they usually do but for the bad state of roads during ‘the winter
months.

The number of teachers in the service of the Board is 321. These include pupil-teachers,
probationers, uncertificated teachers, holders of licenses to teach, and those holding certificates
of qualification from the Department of Education. These latter number 185. The adult
teachers in the schools number 250, of whom sixty-five are without teaching qualifications. The
latter form the Ishmaelites of the teaching profession, and something ought to be done to bring
them under more effective working conditions. The Inspectors require to be brought into much
cloger touch with this class of teacher than is the case at present, for school efficiency is an utter
impossibility where the Inspectors are so impotent as to be unable to effect any improvement under
the present arrangements.

The annual returns, as representing the number of children attending school at the time of
the examinations, naturally show different results from those supplied quarterly. On the days
fixed for the annual examinations there were 10,595 children returned as belonging to the Board
schools, and of this number 10,240 were actually present at examination, or 966 per cent. of
the whole.

The following tabulation gives grades of schools, number of schools in each grade, and pupils
in each standard for all schools in the district. Information is also given with respect to Roman
Catholie and private schools :—

Table [1.—Catholic Schools (Nine Schoals).

Roll. Present.

Standard VII ... 2 2
vy VI ... . ... b4 52

vs v .. ... 100 99

v v .. .. 101 94

’e 11 ... .. 124 114

) 11 ... . 98 105

vs I . o099 78
Preparatory ... . 334 265
Totals ... . 912 809

Table 111.—-Private Schools (Three Schools).
Roll. Present. o)

Standard VII ... 0 0
v VI ... 7 7

' vV .. 9 9

' v .. 4 4

vy It .. 6 6

' 11 ... 4 4

’s I .. 14 14
Preparatory 20 18
Totals ... .. ... 64 62

Table No. 1 [not reprinted], stating the number of schools and total attendance in each grade,
shows there are twelve household schools with a total roll of 55 pupils, or 4'6 pupils for each school
and teacher; twenty-two schools with a total attendance of 312 pupils, or 14'2 pupily to each
teacher; and if the three lowest grades of schools are taken, they include fifty-eight schools, with
a total roll of 913 pupils, or an average for each teacher of 15°7 pupils. Including pupil-teachers,
probationers, and uncertificated teachers, there was one teacher for every unit of 324 pupils in
the schools under the Board at the date of the annual examination.

In a former report attention was called to the leakage that goes on in schools in the case of
pupils between Standards IV and VI. Thus, Standard V is returned as containing 836 pupils.
This was Standard IV for the year 1910, which then contained 1,034 pupils, showing a loss during
the year of 198 pupils. In the same way Standard V, at the end of the year 1910, coptained 947
pupils, but as Standard VI for the past year they have fallen to 646, or a difference during the year
of 301. In other words, over 30 per cent. of Standard V pupils left school without passing
Standard VI, and over 19 per cent. of Standard IV pupils left without completing the Standard V
course. Results such as these cannot be deemed satisfactory, and unless action is taken to stay
the withdrawal from school of so many pupils at the most important petiod in their training,
a great waste of educational effort will go on and a serious injustice will be dome to hundreds
of children who cannot help themselves. .

The annual synchronous examination for proficiency certificates took place on Friday, 15th
December, in ﬁft};-six centres—viz., nineteen centres in North Ward, t}venty in Middle Ward,
and seventeen in South Ward. All the necessary arrangements for candldatfes are made by each
principal teacher of a school where an examination is held, so that supervisors have merely to
carry out the instructions sent them from the Board"s office. Qandxdates presented themselyes_
from 100 schools—viz., eighty-seven Board schools, eight Catholic, three private, and two high

schools.
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The following table shows in summary form the number of certificates earned by the different
candidates :—

|
- ; : Total Certificates issued.
,‘Nlﬁbe_r _ School. \ Entfrants Total Abseqt frgm Failed.
Schools. . ’ or examined. | Examination.
i Examination. Proficiensy.| Competency.

87 | Board schools 696 ’ 634 62 431 134 69

8 | Catholic schools ... 63 ‘ 51 12 34 10 7

3 | Private schools ... 8 i 7 1 5 2

2 | High 8chools 19 19 12 3 4

100 ‘ 786 711 75 482 149 80

The examination for proficiency certificates is held after the departmental examination for
the Junior National Scholarships, and as late as possible in the school year. This throws a large
amount of examination-work to be done during the Christmas holidays, but it has its compensat-
ing advantages, for the regularity at school is vastly improved and teachers are able to carry on
their own term examination for promotions without anxiety. v

It is assumed that the Junior National Scholarship Examination and that for proficiency
certificates are based on a similar standard, but a comparison of the results in the two examina-
tions goes to prove that either the old standard of preparation in the Board schools is not being
maintained or that the taking of extra manual instruction in the schools is of no benefit, but
rather a hindrance in the examination for National Scholarships. Thus, in the recent examina-
tion for the Junior National Scholarship 153 pupils from forty-one schools—viz., thirty-eight
Board and three high schools—were entered, and of the total number, seventy-two, or a little
over 47 per cent., succeeded in obtaining 50 per cent. of the possible marks. Some efficient schools
had not a single candidate with 50 per cent. of marks, and very few schools acquitted themselves
with credit. These facts are mentioned in order to direct the attention of teachers to the need
of studying the trend of the departmental tests in the scholarship examination, because there is
no reason, as far as I know, why there should be different standards for the proficiency certificate.
The papers examined by myself for the proficiency certificate showed traces of weakness here and
there, but; on the whole, the papers gave evidence of careful training and preparation. My
confréres also who took part in the examination found much of the work satisfactory, and some
excellent.  Subjects like reading; writing, spelling, elementary agriculture, woodwork, with
cookery and dressmaking for girls, form no part of the scholarship examination, but much
importance is attached to ‘‘ general knowledge,”” in which two separate papers are given. General
knowledge, as far as the Inspectors in this district are concerned, is taken orally, and unless more
specific directions are given, I fear the children in country districts will be unable to compete
against pupils who work under more favourable conditions. Our efforts are made in the direc-
tion of making °‘ general knowledge > specially adaptive to environment, and this is fostered
by us when visiting the schools representing different aspects of life. A country lad knows a
good deal about birds, their nests, their eggs, and a score of similar local and interesting subjects,
just as a town lad knows about trains, shops, and scores of other things that are not familiar to
country children. Our examination aims to foster observation of a general character as applied
to particular localities or conditions, and if the preparation is on wrong lines, the fault, T fear,
belongs to myself rather than the teachers, for I conceive that nature-study, if it is to be worthy
of the name, must, in the first place, be observational, and, secondly, it must be closely adapted
to environment. :

But whilst directing attention to certain aspeects of examination, the annual class promotions
suggest a tendency to pass on into Standard VI pupils who are barely qualified to overtake the
fiill demands of the final standard now ‘that the work has been extended by the introduction of
manual instruction. The desire to premote pupils who are somewhat below the requirements
offers a great temptation to some teachers, but whilst it may be practised under certain conditions
in the lower standard classes, it often leads ‘to disastrous results in the upper. A good broad
foundation in the preparatory classes, followed by rapid advancement in the earlier standards,
is a plan that might be well adopted with advantage to the children, but above the Third Standard
every step taken should aim at thoroughness in detail, and there need be no fear of pupils satisfy-
ing all fair tests required under the departmental regulations.

During the past two years the number of children attending the Board schools does not show
any large increase. Household schools have increased in number, but there have been no marked
increases of pupils in the larger school centres. At the close of the year 1909 ‘the children belong-
ing to the Board schools numbered 10,194, and in December, 1911, the number had increased
to 10,595, an increase of 401 in two years, which is less than 4 per cent. There are no districts
except Matawai, near Motu, in the Poverty Bay district, where new schools are likely to be
required during the year, unless the projected Napier—Gishorne railway formation should cause
an influx of workmen with their families, as in the case of Otoko and Matawai.

The school huildings are mostly in good order and condition, and where they are not atten-
tion has been called ‘to them already in separate reports. A marked improvement is proceeding
in 'school externals, and teachers are coming to realize the beneficial effects of training the children
to cultivate habits of neatness by means of school-gardens and well-arranged grounds. Quite
a number of schools might be mentioned where ideal conditions exist, but in all the old-established
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schools it would give real pleasure to find suitable provision made for a school-garden. The
schools in Napier and Gisborne have no land available for garden purposes, but the purchase
_or lease of an acre of land in Napier South would supply a great want, as it could be used as a
““training and experimental plot for pupils at the Technical and Board schools. Land in Gisborne
might easily be obtained for a similar purpose.
. We would again urge upon the Board the importance of renewing the school-desks in all
the older schiools, substituting, however, the single desk whenever a change is being made. In all
Canadian schools the single desk is in use, and the dual desk is being replaced by the single desk
in England and Scotland in all the newer schools. In the case of apparatus and appliances the
Inspectors are of opinion that the old plan of supplying the schools was preferable to the present
arrangements.

1t has been pointed out that every school should keep an apparatus-book in which lists are
kept of all apparatus and appliances, with date of supply. This should be examined by the
Inspector at the date of his visit, and the latest information would be available in the office
whenever applications for apparatus or appliances were made by a Committee.

The rapid changes that now take place in the case of pupil-teachers and probationers have
not been advantageous to educational progress. Formerly an Inspector was able to exercise a
good deal of influence upon young teachers during their long period of training, but the new
plan of examination, the shortening of the training period, and the seeming hurry that exists
to pass them on to a training college have tended to lessen their technical training. Formerly
this was given by a headmaster, with the guidance and encouragement of a visiting Inspector.
It used to be to me a real pleasure to observe the growing power of young teachers who showed
aptitude and interest in their work. But this plan has almost gone out of fashion, for the proba-
tioners and pupil-teachers pass through the schools at almost kaleidoscopic speed, the certificate
of qualification being the one aim, and the preparation of a text-book will seemingly do it all.
In the report for 1909 attention was called by us to the character of the departmental examina-
tions in relation to probationers, &e., and we made suggestions as to the necessity of regulations
being drawn requiring probationers and pupil-teachers to be tested in reading, writing, and
practical teaching, such as was done when the Board carried out the training and examination
of pupil-teachers on its own scheme of instruction and technical training. Among the finest.
teachers to-day in the Board’s service are those who went through a critical course of training
as pupil-teachers, and we are of the opinion that the old system of technical training should be
continued, or that pupil-teachers should be abolished from the school and arrangements made for
training candidates for teacherships in a training-continuation school previous to admission to
a normal school. Certainly the present plan is not satisfactory.

Attention has been drawn to the large proportion of unclassed and untrained teachers in
the service of the Board. The plan suggested in a separate report for their training would, it
is believed, strengthen the smaller schools. Unless something is done the majority of small schools
must continue to be carried on with little hope of success. The departmental regulations require
all Board schools, as a general rule, to be visited at least twice in every year, and omitting house-
hold schools, which are balanced by private and Catholic schools, there is practically no time
available which one could devote to the benefit of teachers in the smaller schools. If one could
omit the ““efficient ”’ schools from inspection, the case would be different, but this is not possible
under the regulations, and the only way out of the difficulty is that already recqmmended.

Saturday classes for teachers who reside so far away from a centre are quite useless, and
yet it is in the outlying districts that influences are wanted ‘to operate, and where the school-
garden, carton-work, dressmaking, and similar practical and useful employments are particularly
wanted, but are necessarily neglected because under present regulations the teaching of useful
and particular subjects has become a question of earning money to provide for instructors!
The plan as now recognized paralyses true educational advancement in sparsely scattered districts,
and lovers of education are apt to lose heart when they find so many useless official lions in the way.

In the keeping of records and making of returns a good deal remains to he done hy most
teachers, and, on the whole, it can hardly be said that time-tables, both general and class, are
neatly drawn. Of course, there are some splendid exceptions to be found. The schemes of
instruction to be drawn up by teachers under Regulation 5 do not usually give sufficient detail
as to the sequence of lessons in a gjven subject, it being und«?rs‘toc.\d by some teachex:s that the
division of the arithmetic course of & standard under the regulations into three-term periods repre-
sents a scheme of work. In some of the schools visited trouble has arisen in the matter of free
books, and either the new plan of supplying the necessary books to the schools does not work
well or teachers fail to realize the importance of reporting to the office any_delay in receiving
the necessary supplies. In the matter of class-books for the use of teachers, it should be clearly
understood by every teacher in charge of a school or a class that the absence of. a class-book
supplies the very best evidence that a lesson has not been prepared beforehand. It is i:'eared that .
much of the ineffective reading in the schools mayv be traced to absence of preparation on the
part of teachers themselves. )

The freedom of classification and promotion that was conceded to teachers some years ago
has been sufficiently long in operation to test the wisdom of the course adopted. The preparatory
classes continue to be made up of a comparatively large percentage of the whole number belonging
to the schools, but it is probable there is a tendency to send c}.uldren to school earlier than was
the case a few vears ago. aud in the upper classes, as already pointed out, tl;e leavmg-z.atge is corre-
spondingly lowered. Where good preparatory departments are found the time spent in widening
the f