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Geobob Thomas Clbndoh examined. (No. Hi.)
1. Tin ( hairman.] What is your position?—] am Chairman of the Bokianga County Council.

With regard to the railway extension from Kawakawa to Bokianga, it is a matter of very great
importance to this district, ami we would urge that you favourably recommend the puehing-oit
of this line with as little delay as possible. The connection with Kawakawa will to a certain
extent overcome the isolation that has liitherto marked this district. We should like to have the
line, after reaohing Kaikohe, extended to some point on the Bokianga River where there is deep
water. What we require most is the Main Trunk, and a connection with some good markets.
We have some of the best la'ni in the- Dominion up h.re in the north. The climate is good, but
ill.' products at present are hist on account iif there being no connection with a suitable market,
especially Tor perishable goods. I would urge that the Alain Trunk line l>. pushed forward as
I'ast as possible, and by the shortest route tiiat can be obtained. We know that the longer the
line is tin, higher the charge for transport, and therefore we desire to have the route made as
direct as it can lie. We have in this county a very large area of Native lands which have so far
been locked up, but facilities are now being afforded which make the position in that respect a
little more favourable The opening-up of these lands, however, will not be of very great con-
eequenoe until wa have a connection with a suitable market. This district is well adapted for
fruit-growing, the pastoral industry, and a portion of it for agricultural purposes.

2. What are your views regarding the linking-up of the Whangarei—Opua and the Dargaville-
Kaihu existing sections of railway with the Main Trunk?— J am hardly conversant with the
country, but I would suggest that when the connection is made between Kawakawa and Kaikohc
it should be extended on to Bokianga, and then the line might be worked from both ends back to
Mangakaliia.

3. You think that the junction of the Main Trunk line with the Whangarei—Kawakawa hue
would lie sullicietil ! Vs. for a while.

i. Mr. lirrnifl. j What are the freight-charges from here to Auckland? £] Is. pel' ton, with
a minimum charge of 2s. The passenger tariff is t;l (is. single and £2 "is. return, saloon.

•"). Mr. Cii(nii.\ Can you give us any idea of the quantity of good land available north of a
line from Kawakawa to the west coast.' -I could not give the amount, but there is a very large
area. One-third of the Hokianga County is very good land.

G. Mr. HoiKD/iir.\ You are not in favour of a connection being made lxM>veen Me('arrnll's
Gap and Whangarei?- I am not. I .vould prefer the direct route from McCarroll's Gap to
Kaikohe.

7. In the event of a connection being made between McCarroll's Gap ami Whangarei, and
the line being extended from Kaikohe to Hokianga, would you not then be enabled to send your
cattle to Auckland with perfect safety .'- Certain!v we would, and it would facilitate matters to
a great extent, but we are looking at the extra cost it would entail.

8. Is there anything to send over the railway other than stock.' Agricultural products,
butter, and fruit. I may state that twenty years ago there was a good deal more fruit to be
obtained/ at Hokianga than now. for the reason that many settlers abandoned their orchards
becaus" they wen, unable to get to suitable markets.

9. Is there any possibility of the dairying industry being increased .'- Yes : it is increasing
vcr\ I'ast now.

lt>. Would the butter go by rail or steamer?- I should say it would go by rail, as that
would give quicker despatch. That i» one reason why I said the railway should come to some
point on the river where there is deep water.

11. Which way would the merchandise come?—By the cheapest route, of course, but I should
think the bulk would come by rail; certainly the goods oarried by measurement would.

12. Which way would the timber go? -That would dependl a good deal on the rate of freights.
At the present time the bulk of the timber is going across to Australia, where there is a better
market, and it is being carried at as reasonable a rate of freight as can be got to any of the
markets in the Dominion.

13. What are the steerage rates between Auckland and Hokianga/—£l 15s. return, and. 1
think, £1 2s. (id. single.

II Mi Evans.l Do you not think goods would be brought in and taken from here cheaper
by water than h\ railway?—They may be, but there is the drawback of two bar harbours, and
the consequent detention thereby, which has been so much against the settlement of this district
for the last twenty or thirty years. Three shipments of fat cattle went away from here last
year, ami one proved so disastrous, owing to the detention of the vessel, that no further ship-
ments were attempted.

1."). If you had railway-communication to-morrow, and water-carriage was cheaper than
railway, would you not still send by water / --There Would be a certain amount go by water, no
doubt :' but I think the grealoi portion would l>e carried by rail.

IG. Mr. Siiilhiiirth i/.\ Are the freight-rates you have quoted to Auckland or Onehungal—
The freight-rale' is to Auckland, the passenger-rate to Oiu'hunga.

17. Is there any reason why the settlement on the wesl of this district should not be as great
Ra || ia t n|l tin. eastern side, provided equal facilities are given .' --There is no reason why it
should not.

18. Do you think, then, that in the future the' population and industries em the western
Ride will be as great as em the east?—Yes.

19. Do goods come in here for distribution inland .' No, they are mostly sent from the
ether side. For Okaihau a few of the goods come to this port.
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