
H.—l6b XXIV

The Dominion is divided into nine police districts, as follows :—
Auckland, Wanganui, Christchurch,
Thames, Wellington, Dunedin,
Napier, Greymouth, Invercargill.

The Force is distributed as shown in the return hereunder :—

The Force is distributed in the districts as follows : —

The enormous disparity in the size and importance of these districts strikes
one at once. Invercargill, with 20 out-stations, and a total force of all ranks,
including the Inspector, of 39 men; Greymouth, with 20 out-stations, and a total
force of 37 men; Thames, with 21 out-stations, and a total force of 39 men;
and so on until we get to the largest station, Auckland, with 60 out-stations,
and a total force of 170; Wellington, with 39 out-stations, and 159 men; Christ-
church, with 44 out-stations, and 141 men; Dunedin, with 35 out-stations, and
97 men; Wanganui, with 35 out-stations, and 56 men; and Napier, with 23 out-
stations, and 48 men.

I cannot see the smallest reason, from a police point of view, for the exist-
ence of Invercargill as a separate district. With the greatly improved facilities
for getting about the country, this district could be perfectly well worked and
controlled from Dunedin.

Although Greymouth is a miserably small police district, its geographical
situation is such as to almost justify its separate existence. When the Midland
Railway is completed, the district will probably be quite as conveniently con-
trolled from Christchurch.

I have not been able to gather that there was any necessity for the consti-
tution of the Thames District. It has not been suggested that the efficiency of
the control of the Auckland District suffered from its size. On that point In-
spector Cullen has stated in his evidence that the work of which he was relieved,
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