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No. 72.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the BRancH MaNaGER, Oceanic Steamship Com-
o . pany, Auckland.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 27th December, 1906.
Wuar delayed ‘“ Sonoma ’’{  Very bad and disappointing.
[P.0. 06/3795.]

No. 73.

The Braxca MaxNacur, Oceanic Steamship Company, Auckland, to the SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

(Telegrau.) Auckland, 27th December, 1906.
ONLY received bare advice of *“ Sonoma’s ”’ arrival. When ship left Auckland captain and chief
engineer told e that, while machienry working well, the firemen were about the poorest in their
experience, and they would attribute any loss of time to that fact.

(P.0. 06/3795.]

No. 74.

Yhe Brasxca Manaoik, Oceanic Stesmship Company, Auckland, to the SucruTarY, General DPost
Office, Wellington.

(‘Telegram.) Auckland, 11th January, 1907.
Tie weather is so thick on the coust that Captain Houdlette hus postponed sailing of ‘‘ Sierra’
i1l miduight.  If not clear then will sail definitely 4 a.m., Saturday. [Sailed 4 a.m., Saturday,
1:2th.

A'.u. 7/7L.]
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No. 75.
The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Brancn MANAGER, Oceanic Steamship Coni-
pany, Auckland.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 14th January, 1907,
WheN do vou expeet “ Souowa 7’1 Her late arvival will render the Suez connection useless again.
“ Ventura ’’ is also doing badly, and so far no encouragement to hope for regular running, not-
withstauding the repairs.

[P.0. 07/203.]

No. 76.

The Brawcu Manacir, Occanic Steamship Company, Aucklaud, to the Secrurary, General Post
Office, Wellington.

(Telegrau.) Auckland, 14th January, 1907,
Look for < Sonowa’ Iriday night or Saturday morning.- Kxpect she will bring letter haviug
hportant hearing on altimate efficiency of steamers to maintain coutract dates. The ‘‘Sierra '
scetts already in fine shape.  Her arrival here at eight o’clock on IFriday morning last shows this,
as she was dclayed for some hours with very thick weather on the coast, and easily maintained
fifteen kuots. '

[P.0. 07/203.)

No. 77.

The SuerErary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Brancn MaNaGer, Oceanic Steamship Com-
pany, Auckland.

(Telegram.) . Wellington, 14th January, 1907.
Re ““Sonoma’’: Sorry to find that you anticipate further loss of two days on the voyage. She
was two days eight hours late leaving Honohilu, and as-you_do ‘not €xpect her until' Friday night,
it means that you anticipate further loss of two days. I do not know what business people will
think. They might huve-excused-late:atrival up voyage; but on the return voyage I am afraid they
will not be prepared to accept any excuse. -1 hope *‘ Sierra-’’ will make up some of lost time.

[P.0. 07/203.] ‘

No. 78.

The Branca Manaasr, Oceanic Steanship Company,- Auckland, to the SECRETARY, General Post

e e v © Office, Wellington. -~ - =~ . L

(Telegram.) - "~ Auckland, 20th January, 1907.

““ Sowoma’s * delay eaused by bad coal, foul bottom, and usual difficulty in obtaining good labour.

She docks for cleaning «nd painting, Sydney, and we have asked office there to eable us immediately

“on arrival should she not be able to leave there on the 28th instant. At the worst, she will not leave

Sydney later than the 29th instant. Captain and engineer confident make time to San Francisco.
[P.0. 07/203.1
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