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No. 1.
EXTRACT FROM THE THIRTIETH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MINISTER OF EDUCATIONThe Education Act provides that " in public schools provision shall be made for the instructionin military drill o all boys ; and it is declared to be the duty of the Board in each district "tocause physical drill to be taught to all boys and girls over the age of eight years attending thepubhe schools m the district." The number of children returned as receiving "instruction in drill
in the public schools of the colony at the end of the year was 135,363. The term " drill " heremust be taken to include physical and disciplinary exercises.

There were on the 31st March, 1907, 280 cadet corps, with a strength of 14 848 membersequipped with the "model rifles" (dummies) which have been imported by the Department forpurposes of drill, and with a percentage of miniature Martini-Henry rifles for target practiceIhe number of cadet companies in the several districts was us follows: Auckland, 57° Taranaki'0; Wanganui 28; Wellington, 35; Hawke's Bay, 33; Marlborough, 5; Nelson, 15; Grey 8WestJand 3; North Canterbury, l<; South Canterbury, 9; Otago, 39; Southland, 8 ChathamIslands, 1 j sections attached to corps, 12: total, 280. The number of battalions formed was 30the number of model rifles on issue to the cadet corps at the end of the year was 14 000 and ofminiature rifles 1,000. ' 'At the end of the year the companies in the North and South Islands respectively competed fortwo challenge shields presented by the Government. The conditions were that each competingsquad should consist of ten cadets, all belonging to the same company or detachment; each companyto have seven shots at 100 yards (standing), 150 yards (kneeling), and 200 yards (lying;) the localrange being used in each case. The North Island shield was won by the Terrace (Wellin°ton}Cadet Company with a score of 730 out of a possible 840; the South Island shield was won by thePort Chalmers Company with a score of 747. 'For the valuable prizes presented by the Colonial Ammunition Company and the WeeklyI rees Company there has not been the competition that was expected. The two cups given by theColonial Ammunition Company for competition in the South Island have been awarded to theKaikorai and Waimate Cadet Corps respectively, upon scores of 79 out of a possible 84 made byCadet* Charles Sountagg and Sydney Hurst, The two cups for the North Island have not beenawarded. The Weekly Press challenge shield for the South Island was awarded to the WaimateDistrict High School Cadet Corps in competition with ten other corps. The North Island shieldhas not been awarded.
By private benefaction for the encouragement of rifle practice, the Wairoa and Frasertown(Hawke's Bay) cadets, the Johnsonville (Wellington) cadets, the cadets of the Marlborough EducationDistrict, and those of the Otago No. 3 Battalion have obtained valuable prizes for local competitionThe expenditure for the year 1906 was £4,528 7s. Bd., made up as follows:

Salary of Commanding Officer ... 310 0 0
Clerical assistance ... ... ... 182 10 0
Travelling-expenses of Commanding Officer 264 8 0

756 18 0Capitation ... ... ... ... 1,494 0 0
Arms,accoutrements,ammunition,&c. £2,420 11 5

Less recoveries ... ... 798 18 10
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Rent, &c, of rifle ranges . ... ... ... 105 8 8
Railway fares of cadet corps ... ... ... 195 14 0
Training camps ... ... ... ... 288 10 6
Contingencies ... ... ... ... 66 3 11

3,771 9 8

4,528 7 8An illustrated manual of physical exercises for general use in schools is now in the printer'shands.
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