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The following table gives the rates of illegitimacy in Australasia. The rate in 1904 in New
Zealand was less than in any of the Auﬁ.trahan States except South Australia and Western Aus-
tralia :-—

Proportion of lllegitimate Births in every 100 Births.

| !
Year. | Queensland. Ne%';,fl::_th : Vietoria. ! AE:&;‘;ia_ VAVI::::;E&. Tasmania T nga;‘:xd;
i
i \ ] I
1895 493 [ 6:51 533 313 447 497 4-50
1896 522 ; 571 5:63 345 561 591 4-48
1897 6:02 658 5:42 3:53 527 574 441
1898 6:04 ; 693 529 3:62 ; 4-99 509 423
1899 597 : 715 549 3:95 491 6-08 4:40
1900 6:40 701 591 494 4-89 548 © 463
1901 593 716 | 5:58 398 3-88 594 457
1902 6-04 660 ' 551 4-36 3-96 586 446
1903 576 6:71 ] 573 4:18 4-69 561 4:55
1904 712 1 574 401 4-36 582 4:5%
‘ )

These figures show the proportion of illegitimate births to every 100 births for this colony to be
very steady for the period 1895-1904; the difference amounts only to 0.02 per cent. on a com-
parison of the first and last years. ’

The total number of births registered was 19,299 in 1886 and 22,766 in 1904, while the ille-.
gitimate births rose from 602 to 1,029. The causes that led to the fall in the birth-rate certainly
did not greatly affect the number of illegitimate children.

The number of spinsters in the colony between 15 and 45 increased during the ten years from
65,035 (census 1891) to 100,310 (census 1901), or at the rate-of 55.9 per cent., while the illegitimate
births increased from 638 to 927, or at the rate of 46.9 per cent. only.

It would therefore appear that the 'larger proportion of illegitimate births now obtammg
cannot with any certainty be taken as indicative of increased looseness of living on the part of the
people.

The following figures, showing the rate of illegitimacy per 100 births in Australasm and in the
United Kingdom, are based on statisties for a period of five years:—

Illegitimate i Illegitimate
Country. irths Country. . Births
per Cent. - per Cent.
New South Wales.. 69 Tasmania 56
Victoria ... . 56 New Zealand 44
Queensland 59 England and Wa.les 49
South Australia 3-8 Ireland . 26
Western Australia... 50 Scotla,nd 7-2

Of the total number of children born in Australasia during the five years ended 1900, 5.67 per
cent. were illegitimate, as compared with 4.42 per cent. in the United Kingdom for the same period.

For England and Wales the proportion of illegitimate births to the total births in 1903 was
3.9 per cent., having gradually diminished from 7 per cent. in 1845. The minimum rate was
2.4 per eent., in Monmouthshire, and the maximum 7.7 per cent., in Montgomeryshire. For
London the percentage was 3.6.

The average proportion of illegitimate births in Scotland in five years was 6.3 per cent., but
in Ireland the extremely low average of 2.6 per cent. obtained.

Births and Birth-rates in the Four Chief Cities.
The total number of births registered as occurring in the four chlef centres and suburbs in
1904 was 5,970, as against 5 5,812 for the previous year.
There is increase in the blrths for the four chief cities and suburban boroughs found on ‘coni-
parison with figures for 1903. The birth-rates for 1904 were:—

Birth-rates per 1,000 of
Mean Population.

Auckland City 31-08
and five suburban borouahe 29-80
Wellmgton City - i a0 2697
and two suburba,n boroughs 26-59
Christchurch City ... 27-58
” and one suburban;boro‘ugh e 2741
_Dunedin City e e e e e .22-40

‘and eight suburban boroughis... .. ... 9881 .
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