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REPORT OF THE INSPECTORS OF TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION.
SIR,—
We have the honour to make the following report on the state and progress of manual
and technical instruction in the colony during the year ending the 31st December, 1904.

A. MaNUAL INSTRUCTION.

The 1ncrease in the number of schools in which instruction was given in one or more of the
various branches of eleinentary handwork may be taken as an indication that teachers generally are
realising more and more that the work of the standards is likely to be heiped rather than hindered
by the judicious introduction of suitable forms of handwork. These should be treated not so
much as separate subjects, for which a place has to be found on the time-table, but as valu-
able aids to the teaching of not a few of the other subjects prescribed for the standards. The fact
that in some schools handwork still continues to be taught as an isolated subject, having little or
no direct bearing on other subjects, is probably due to the influence of certain of the maunuals deal-
ing with handwork on the one hand, and to the absence of opportunities for proper training of
teachers on the other. The branch of handwork known as paper-folding, for example, is not un-
frequently treated solely from the point of view of the production of more or less complex objects,
some of which can only be regarded as puzzles in paper. The benefit to the pupil is not, it is to
be feared, commensurate with the time spent in the drill necessary for the production of these
objects. The making of objects, the different stages in the folding of which cannot easily be re-
presented by drawings well within the comprehension of the pupils, should be avoided. A lesson
in paper-folding affords abundant opportunities for concrete illustrations of considerable value in
teaching elementary notions of number and area, as well as the simple geometrical notions and
problems prescribed for the lower classes. Of the various branches of elementary handwork,
modelling in plasticine or in clay, brush drawing, and work in paper, carton, and cardboard are the
branches most generally taken up. Ina number of schools, modelling is being utilised with good re-
sults in connection with the teaching of geography; brush drawing is successfully combined with
nature-study, and with elementary design; while work in paper, carton, and cardboard, according
to the standard in which the work is taken, is found o serve the very valuable end of enabling
pupils to apply in a practical way, their knowledge of geometrical figures and operations. In the
case of the smaller schools, where it is not practicable to provide for the instruction of the upper
standards in woodwork, it is suggested that a not unworthy substitute is to be found in a suitable
course in cardboard work. Handwork in some form or another is now being taught in each f the
education districts, in schools of all grades, and, in an increasing number of schools, in all the
standards, In not a few cases the time-tables show that well-graded courses of insgtruction, suit-
ably linked with the general work of the school, have been arranged, and we are not aware that
the results have been other than satisfactory. It is not too much to expect that, in the near future,
there will be few schools in which handwork has not its place as a recognised aid alike to teacher
and to pupil.
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