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the classification in Table E1. The substituted average authorised by clause 1a*
of the regulations under the Education Act has been taken in all cases where the
Boards decided to avail themselves of it.

The number of small schoolswith an average attendance not exceeding twenty
shows a further increase of 28;0ver that of 1903. The number which was 527 in 1903
was 555 last year. The number of pupils attending these schools has increased by
181—namely, from- 6,632 to 6,813.

TABLE FE2.—AVERAGE ATTENDANCE FOR THE YEAR 1904 AT THE SCHOOLS AS GROUPED IN TABLE E1.
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During the year 1904 40 schools were closed—viz., in Auckland, 11 ; Wanganui,
3; Wellington, 4; Hawke’s Bay, 1; Marlborough, 7; Nelson, 4; Westland, 2;
North Canterbury, 4 ; Otago, 3; and Southland, 1. As was the case in 1903, several
of these schools, although reckoned as closed in their original form, were reopened
in another ; thus some were amalgamated together whilst others which had been
joined as half-time schools became full-time. Including such reopened schools, the
total number opened during the year was 84, distributed as follows: Auckland, 18 ;
Taranaki, 3; Wanganui, 16 ; Wellington, 6 ; Hawke’s Bay, 10; Marlborough, 8 ;
Nelson, 5; Grey, 1; North Canterbury, 3 ; South Canterbury, 3; Otago, 5; and
Southland, 6. The net increase in the number of schools open at the end of the

year is thus 44, as shown in Table E1.

Pusric-scrOOL TEACHERS.
In December, 1904, there were employed on the primary staffs in the public
schools of the colony 3,718 teachers; of these, 3,069 were adults and 649 pupil-
teachers : the corresponding numbers for December, 1903, were 2,996 adults and

* The clause in question is as follows : *¢ 1a. If the average attendance at any school for any quarter is less than
two-thirds of the average weekly roll-number for such quarter, or is such as to place the school in a grade lower than
that in which it would be placed by the mean of the average attendances for the other three quarters of the year, or
if there be in any quarter less than thirty half-days on which the average attendance is at least half the number of
the children on the roll, then, in the calculation of the yearly average attendance, there may, at the option of the
Board, be substituted for the average attendance for such first-named quarter either the average attendance for the
corresponding quarter of the preceding year or the average attendance for the quarter ending 81xt December of the
preceding year, and the average attendance thus found shall be in lieu of the yearly average attendance as defined in
olause 1 hereof.” It is believed that the effect of this has been very beneficial in avoiding hardship in regard to fall
of teachers’ salaries and allowances, and of other grants, in oases where the attendance has suffered on account of an
epidemic, bad weather, or other temporary cause.
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