1904.
NEW ZEALAND.

" THE LAND FOR SETTLEMENTS CONSOLIDATION ACT, 1900 "

(REPORT ON).

Presented to both Houses of she General Assembly in compliance with Subsection (2), Section 73,
of “The Land for Settlements Consolidation Act, 1900.”

The Lanp PurcHasE Inspecror to the Rt. Hon. the PriME MINISTER.

Sir,— Land for Settlements Department, Wellington, 27th June, 1904.

The transactions under the Land for Settlements Acts for the year which ended on the
31st March, 1904, are tabulated in the annexed statements, A, B, and C, and the report of the
Surveyor-General on the condition of the settlements is appended.

About 81 estates were offered to the Government, aggregating 327,600 acres.

The Board of Land Purchase Commissioners held 29 meetings, at which 33 cases were con-
sidered, and recommendations were made that 25 estates, of an area of 191,056 acres, should be
purchased.

The Government approved of offers being made for 22 of these estates of an area of 185,801
acres.

The vendors accepted the offers made for 4, and 1 was taken compulsorily. The purchase of 3,
aggregating 39,269 acres, costing £263,563, was completed during the year.

The purchase of 7 estates acquired in the previous year was also completed. They contain
57,880 acres, and cost £205,052.

The total transactions completed during the year are therefore 11 estates, of 97,149 acres,
purchased for £468,615 10s. 10d.

There are 2 estates, containing 62,520 acres, to cost about £241,286, which have been acquired
but not yet paid for.

Negotiations were in progress at the 31st March for the purchase of a number of other estates.

The account shows that during the year £164,502 9s. Hd. was received as rent and interest,
and that £115,104 7s 7d. was paid as interest, leaving a profit for the year of £49,398 1s. 10d.

The amount expended in the purchase of land up to the 31st March, 1904, is £2,939,156 for
615,255 acres, average price £4 15s. 7d. per acre (rural land £4 13s. 3d., and workmen’s homes
£27 2s. 3d. per acre). Roads and incidental expenses cost £171,537 5s. 6d. per acre. The
whole is therefore £3,110,693 for 615,255 acres, or about £5 ls. id. per acre.

The total sum paid to the 31st March as interest and charges on the money borrowed to pur-
chase this land is £422,851 14s. 3d., and the amount received as rent, &c., is £589,111 4s. 8d.
The apparent gain to the account is £166,259 10s. 5d., and this is included in the amount shown
as in credit.

The amount at the eredit of the account at the 31st March was £418,658 18s. 9d.

The probable liabilities at the beginning of the vear were for the purchase of land £501,286,
and for roads to lands already acquired £19,376—in all £520,662.

The Compensation Court which was held in Blenheim in November last to deal with the Flax-
hourne Estate adjourned to December, 1904, without making an award.

The Mount Vernon and Manga-a-toro Estates were not hefore the Court during the year.
Mount Vernon was, however, disposed of in May, 1904. No Court has yet been fixed for Manga-a-
toro. Summarising the transactions at the end of the year, it appears that there were:—

Estates. Acres. Prime Cost.
Purchased and opened for selection to 3lst
March, 1904 .o 131 615,255 2,939,156
Acquired but not paid for nor opened for
selection 2 62,520 241,286
There are also awaltmg awards of Compen-
sation Court 3 74,000 (say) 260,000
I have, &c.,
A. Barrovw,

Land Purchase Inspector,
Chairman of the Board of Land Purchase Commissioners,
The Rt. Hon. the Prime Minister,

1—C. 5,
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C.—5. 8

Tue SECRETARY FOR CROWN LANDS AND SURVEYOR-GENERAL to the Hon. the MINISTER OF LANDS.

Sir — Department of Lands and Survey, Wellington, 7th July, 1904.

T have the honour to submit for your consideration a report upon the operations of the
Lands and Survey Department during the year 1903-4, in connection with the estates acquired
and dealt with under the provisions of “The Land for Settlements Consolidation Act, 1900,”
and its amendments.

The Chairman of the Board of Land Purchase Commissioners transferred to this Department
the following eight estates : Bickerstaffe, on the Otamatea River, near Maungaturoto (Auckland
District), containing 12,480 acres ; Wigan, inland from Tologa Bay, north of Gisborne (Hawke’s
Bay District), with an area of 10,475 acres; Clandon, near Toko (Taranaki District), 881 acres;
Normandale, adjoining the Lower Hutt (Wellington District), 1,623 acres; Rainford, north of
Kaikoura (Marlborough District), 946 acres: Annan, north-east of Waiau, 32,652 acres, and Rose-
will, inland from Timaru, 38,143 acres (Canterbury Districet); and St. Helen’s, twelve miles from
Oamaru (Otago District), 542 acres. Their aggregate ares is 97,042 acres. )

Very complete sectional and topographical surveys were made of the properties, which were
followed by an elaborate detailed classification, estimation, and valuation of the lands and improve-
ments comprised in each subdivision or allotment. This was effected by surveyors and agricul-
tural and pastoral experts, and duly revised by the Land-tax Valuers ; the estimated cost of all
road, bridge, and drainage works was furnished by the Roads Department's engineers. The
capital cost of each estate wasjiascertained by adding to the amount paid the former proprietors
the whole of the expenses incurred in connection with the survey, construction of roads,
classification and valuations of the lands, and in addition the interest on the purchase-money,
land-tax, local rates, Court and other legal expenses, as well as the cost of advertising
and the publishing of maps and pamphlets illustrative of the properties.

As the Department had in hand on the 1st April, 1903, other estates which had not been
submitted for selection, the number of estates actually opened to application was thirteen, repre-
senting a total of 140,356 acres. With the exception of the Bickerstaffe Estate and two
hamlets, the public as usual manifested great interest, flocked in numbers to inspect the
lands, lodged applications, and attended the ballots, practically taking up all the holdings, as
the greater portion of the lands which were unselected at the close of the financial year have
now been taken up. The unallotted areas in the Longbush and Tablelands Settlements com-
prise the two homestead sections which are still in the oceupation of the former lessees

The net result is, that 441 selectors secured 134,793 acres of these chosen properties,
representing a capital value of £705,295, an average of about £1,600 per holding, and an annual
rental of £35,765, affording facility for the employment and maintenance upon the land of, say,
2,900 souls, besides providing profitable occupation for a considerable number of others. If to
the selections of 1903-4 be added those made in preceding years, we obtain a total of 129
estates, on which are located 2,745 selectors who lease from the State 576,045 acres, assessed
at £3,030,462, and yielding a revenue of £151,593 per annum. The average capital value of

the holdings works out to about £1,110, and an annual rental of £59 10s. 5d. The population
carried by the whole of the settlements established upon these reacquired lands amounts to
8,255, who own 2,076 dwellings. It will be observed that these producers already equal in
number the population of a considerable town.

Reference to Table No. 33 will disclose the following comparison: Canterbury, with 1,007
selections, comprising 242,586 acres, on which the annual rental of £66,695 is payable, is easily first
as regards the number, area, and value of holdings under the Land for Settlements Acts; Hawke's
Bay comes next with 364 holdings, containing 109,561 acres and £33,311 annual rental ; Otago
third with 470 selections of an aggregate area of 62,562 acres and rental of £20,704; Marlborough,
with 194 holdings, 66,815 acres and £9,709 rental, is fourth, if area and value are the basis of com-
parison ; Wellington comes next with 225 selections, 22,645 acres, and annual rental of £8,489;
Auckland is sixth in the scale, with 228 holdings, 35,637 acres, and £5,530 rental ; Southland and
Westland follow with 98 and 33 holdings respectively ; whilst Nelson does not possess any settle-
ments on this system.

The annexed Table H has been compiled to show in a concise form the principal features and
results developed by the establishment of the settlements which have been founded since the adop-
‘tion of the policy of close settlement upon freehold lands repurchased by the Crown. The reports
of the Commissioners of Crown Lands and Rangers aftord full and detailed information in regard to
each settlement. Shortly stated, it may be said that only six ordinary settlements and six hamlets
are not in a satisfactory and prosperous condition. The area of unallotted lands is 29,530 acres ; but
it must be remembered that this includes balances of estates which were submitted for selection
late in the year, which, as already indicated, have since been quitted to alarge extent. Itis antici-
pated that, as the opportunities for securing holdings on Crown and land-for-settlements estates
grow less, more attention will be bestowed by would-be settlers upon the remnants of estates which
they now reject. . o

A caraful consideration of the reports and statistics furnished by the Commissioners leads to
the conclusion that with the few exceptions previously mentioned the settlements have made fair
to excellent progress during the period under review, that their condition is satisfactory, and that
the future prospects of the tenants are, on the whole, most hopeful and encouraging. Every one
interested in close settlement must view with satisfaction the results disclosed herein and agree
that the Land for Settlements policy has resulted in the founding of numerous homes, provided the
tenants with healthy, congenial, and profitable occupation, improved their condition in life, added
to the material wealth of the community, and strengvhened and consolidated the colony’s position.

J. W. A. MARCHANT,
Surveyor-General,
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EsTtateEs oFFERED for SELECTION during the Year ending the 31st March, 1904, under * The
Land for Settlements Consolidation Act, 1900.”

i Number of | Ares unselected, | Annual Rental .

Land District, and Name of Estate. Aren of Estate. | ‘goloctors. | S1st March, 1004 Lg.aﬁ%aébl?a.sed. Date of Opening.
Auckland— A. R. P. A, R. P £ 8. d.

Waari . 427 2 32 5 378 0 14 8 1 220 April, 1903.

Bickerstaffe .. .| 12,480 0 19 10 9,484 0 20 486 6 O { 7 Dec., 1903.
Hawke’s Bay—

Argyll 33,705 1 30 60 1,650 0 O 8,171 2 10 | 23 June, 1903.

Wigan 10,072 1 87 16 462 2 0 2,652 4 6 |15 Dec., 1908.
Taranaki—

Spotswood 310 3 23 14 187 1 31 201 5 2| 5 May, 1903.

Clandon 881 0 13 5 .. 623 0 6 |16 Nov., 1908.
Wellington— .

Longbush 3,021 3 26 6 318 2 18 727 1 6 |16 June, 1903.

Tablelands 5,496 3 30 8 1,838 2 0 998 4 4 | 16 June, 1903.

Normandale 1,623 0 9 15 1,495 0 O 155 7 10 |15 Dec., 1903.
Marlborough—

Rainford 246 0 21 11 315 15 4 |31 Aug., 1903.
Canterbury—

Annan 32,858 2 33 37 .. 5,129 10 2 | 15 June, 1908.

Rosewill 38,683 215 137 1,344 2 31| 13,284 7 4 | 31 Mar., 1904.
Otago—

S%. Helens 547 8 20 3 224 11 0 |29 June, 1908.

Totals .. .. . 140,855 8 28 327 16,658 3 34 | 33,066 17 8

TABLE H.—Summary of the SeTTLeEMENTS established upon EsTATES ACQUIRED and DEALT
witH, under the Provisions of the Land for Settlements Acts, up to the 31st March, 1904.

istri - Resi- rincipa; ose for i Progress durin s
Nal.;:lgdo?és:ﬁlc:l;ggt. Stg]:s(.: denecies. F I—%orl’d}nlzgra}.)resuﬁiliszgl.wh g.Ye:sar‘u € Present Position. | Prospects.
Auckland—
Opouriao . 86 70 | Dairying and mixed farming | Satisfaotory Prosperous . | Good.
Okauia .. 8 7 | Grazing .. .. . | Not satisfactory | Not satisfactory.. | Not pro-
misin
Rangiatea 18 17 Da.lrymg and croppmg . | Satisfactory Thriving Good. &
Karapiro 17 10 | Dairying . . | Good Prosperous "
Fencourt 34 33 Fair Good "
Whitehall 10 10 Gra.zmg and da.lryl‘rixg RS Good Fair .
‘These were subdivided for the
%&i%cfgaﬁlit“ lg) g purpose of providing work-
X lot 8 pt men’s homes near the City
Kitchener H&r‘l‘ " 1 g7 | of Auckland. Only a few
Methuen Ha,rin et 4 1\ of the sections have been
Plumer Hamlet. . | 5 3 ‘ gelected. Up to the present, |
Waari Hamlet .. position is unsatisfactory.
Bickerstaffe 10 Only recently selected.
Hawke’s Bay—
Raureka .. 19 18 | Dairying, fruit-growing, and | Good Good .. Good
crops
Elsthorpe 45 27 | Sheep- and cattle - farming | Satisfactory Prosperous "
and cropping
Waimarie 18 16 | Dairying . v Good "
Poupare .. 9 9 | Dairying s,ud growmg of Successful Successful "
maize, &c.
Tomosana 13 12 Da.irying, fruit-growing, &e. |Very satisfactory | Good Y
Mahora 33 28 | Dairying and mixed farming | Satisfactory ” "
Willows 22 18 | Grazing sheep and catile; " Y "
growing maize, potatoes, &.
Hatuma .. 62 57 | Grazing sheep and mixed w " Y
farming
Manga-a-toro 25 22 | Sheep-farming » " ”
Kumeroa 14 13 | Dairying and sheep- f&rmmg » .. P ”
Porest Gate 28 23 | Sheep- and cattle-farming .. |Very satisfactory| Y
Argyll .. 60 38 | Grazing sheep and cattle p . .
Wigan .. 16 ve ” ve .
Taranaki—
Tokaora 14 13 | Dairying Steady Satisfactory Good.
Spotswood 14 9 Re(;ldenna) poulbry farmmg, Not sa,tlsfactorv Faicr .. v
c
Clandon .. 5 5 | Dairying .. Good Good "
Wellington— . L
Paparangi 37 35 | Residential, dairying, and " Y .
poultry-farming
Ohakea 15 15 | Dairying, mixed farming, &c. P ” ,
Te Matusa 13 12 | Dairying .. " » . .. ”
Aorangi 37 87 | Dairying, mlxed farmmg, and ” Very satisfactory ”
market-gardening
Carried forward | 727 584

2—C. 5.
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Bummary of the SETTLEMENTS established upon EsTATES ACQUIRED and DEALT WITH up to
the 31st March, 1904-—continued.

Land Distri elec- i- inci Pur hi 8 i st
Nae of Sortiomont. | “toss, | domss. | | mtings me nimaed. " | Fr¥'Year " | Prosent Position. | Prospects.
Brought forward; 727 584
Waellinuton—contd. .
Langdale 28 20 | Grazing and cropping Good Good- .. Good.
Mangawhata ., 7 8 | Dairying and mixed farming | Satisfactory - ” . »
Epuni Hamlet . 39 39 | Residential and market-gar- " " . ”
dening )
Maungaraki .. 15 15 | Ditto Good .. . . ”
Linton.. .. 5 4 | Dairying and gr&zlng Fair .. » . "
Longbush, . 6 1 | Only recently selected.
Tablelands . 8 2 "
Normandale 15 2 ”
Marlborough— :
Blind River .. 19 16 | Sheep-farming Satisfactory Good .. "~ .. | Good.
Omaka . 13 12 " .. Fair Moderately - pro- | Fair.
8perous
Puhipuhi- 2 1 " .. | Fair .. © .. | Good
Starborough . 125 66 Sheepfa,rmmg and cropplng Satisfactory .. | Good M
Richmond Brook 11 10 | Sheep-farming .. " Fair: v
Waipapa 4 4 " " . .. | Fair,
North Bank 9 4 Grazing . p " Good.
Rainford 11 .. | Dairying .. " » . .. | Fair.
Westland—
Poerua 19 14 | Dairying and mixed farming | Good Prosperous Good
Kokatahi 7 6 ” " " .. »
Canterbury—
Pareora 28 26 | Grazing Satisfactory Good "
Studholme Juno 4 3 | Mixed farming ” » W
tion
Kapua .. 11 12 | Agriculture B Well established "
Rosebrook 14 18 | Dairying and croppmg . " " -
Otaio .. 9 9 | Dairying, fruit- growmg, &e. | Very good " ”
Patoa .. 4 2 | Grazing .. | Poor Fair Fair,
The Peaks 12 1 ” v .. . ”
Roimata 26 26 Residential, ga.rdening, and | Good Very satisfactory | Good
fruit-growing
Kereta 4 4 | Grazing and dairying . | Satisfactory Fair .. . »
Braco .. 14 14 | Residential and market- | Successful Well estabhshed "
. gardening
Epworth 2 1 | Mixed farming Satisfactory Fair E
Ashley Gorge 10 12 | Dairying . ” Prosperous ,,
Omihi Valley 1 .. | Only twent‘.y aores, let temn.
porarily.
Orakipaoa 27 19 | Mixed farming . Satisfactory Good .. . | Good
Highbank 76 56 | Grazing and cropping Good.. Very sa,\nsfa.ct:ory »
Otarakaro 7 7 | Mixed farming . " Satisfactory v
Wharenui 26 26 | Residentinl, market- ga.rden- " Prosperous "
ing, and fruit- growmg |
Rakitairi 22 19 | Agricultuve Satisfactory Satisfactory .. .
Waiapi 15 14 Good " .. "
Horsley Downs 27 24 Grazing and cropping " Prosperous .. ”
Albury 79 62 | Dairying and cropping " Satisfactory L,
R.8. 1862 .. 1 1 | Homestead site .. .. i
R.S. 2682 (Part). . 1 .. . ?
R.S. 36469, Can-| ..1 ., ;
nington }
R.8. 36231 .. 1 1 " .
R.8. 36056, 36057 1 .. " .
R.S. 36228 .1 1 ” .. .
Marawiti 13 13 | Agriculture, &o. .. Sa.blsfa.ctory Satisfactory Good.
Hekeao 16 18 | Agriculture and dairying Good Good Y
Pawaho 26 24 | Grazing and gardening Satisfactory . Y
Waikakahi 186 149 | Mixzed farming and gmzmg Good ” ”
Tamai 41 37 | Residential . Satisfactory Fair Fair
- Takitu 5 5 | Grazing » Good Good
Pareora No. 2 33 32 | Cropping, &e. Steady » .. M
Rautawiri 6 6 | Mixed farming Fair Satisfactory "
Papaka 9 9 | Agriculture Good ” Y
Punaroa 17 17 | Dairying and croppmg " ” P
Lyndon 9 7 | Grazing and cropping P P ”
Kohika 17 15 | Mixed farming " P w
Tarawahi 23 21 | Residential .. ” " .\
Raincliff 1 1 | Grazing .. ” " "
Puhuks 9 8 | Residential ” .. w Y
Kaimahi 12 11 | Agriculture Unsatisfactory | Fair Fair
Kapuatohe 10 8 | Mixed farming " . " v
R.S. 36278 1 .. .| Hometend site .o .. .
Rapuwai 5 5 | Grazing Satisfactory Good .. .. | Good
Part R.S. 30791 1 .. .| Homestead vite .. e .
R.8. 86226 1 1 " .. .
Lyndon No. 2 10 7 | Grazing Fair Fair Fair.
Maytown 12 10 | Mixed farming Satisfactory Good Good.
Eccleston 4 4 " P Fair Fair.
Carried forward [1,961 |1,564
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SumMaRy of the SETTLEMENTsS established upon ESTATES ACQUIRED and DEALT WITH, up to the
31st March, 1904.

Distri Relec- i- Principa, o f i ] i e
Nammo of Sestlament, | tors | donees | | Holdings e ntitiaed 0 | TrOFfhen "€ | Present Position. | Prospects.
Brought forward(1,961 1,564
Canterbury—contd.
Mead .. . 21 16 | Grazing .. .. Satisfactory .. | Fair Fair.
Chamberlain 21 19
Annan 37 .. } Only recently selected,
Rosewill 137 .. .
‘Otago—
Pomahaka Downs 21 24 | Mixed farming and grazing | Poor Unsatisfactory .. | Poor,
Teaneraki 23 18 ” Fair .. Fair .. Fair,
Tahawai 8 8 | Dairying .. Good Satisfactory Good
Maerewhenua 72 61 | Mixed fa.rmmg and grazmg ” Good .. .. "
Puketapu *- 11 9 | Dairying » Satisfactory .. v
Ardgowan 65 54 | Mixed farming, dmrymg, a.nd ” e . . ,,
grazing
Makareao . 31 18 | Mixed farming and grazing " ” . v
Makareao Exhen- 3 3 " - . ”
gion
Momona 14 28 | Dairying .. " Very prosperous. . v
Tokarahi .. 80 45 | Dairying and mixed farmmg M Satisfactory ”
Janefield ol 20 27 | Mixed farming . ” ”
Elderslie .0 33 24 | Grazing and agriculture ” Well esta.bhshed "
Barnego 20 81 | Dairying, mixed farming, and | Fair Fair .. Fair.
grazing
Earnscleugh 12 16 | Fruit-growing, &e. .. | Batisfactory .. |Good .. Good
Windsor Park .. 37 21 | Agrioulture and grazing .. B e " . "
Windsor Park 10 8 v . A ” p
No. 2
Duncan 7 4 | Dairying and mixed fa.rmmg Fair Satisfactory .. ' Very fair.
St. Helens 3 3 | Graging .. . . " . . Good.
Southland-— f
Merrivale 48 89 |Dairying, farming, and| , Good »
grazing .
Otahu .. 7 4 | Grazing .. " Unsatisfactory .. : Poor.
Beaumont 8 4 " P ”
Ringway 6 8 | Mixed f&rmmg " " Doubtful.
Glenham 29 20 | Dai lrylng, farming, a.nd " " "
grazing
Totals .|12,745 12,076

Price 6d.]

Approximate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given; printing (1,575 copies), £11.

By Authority : JouNn Macray, Government Printer, Wellington.—1904.
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