1903.
NEW ZEALAND.

"THE LAND FOR SETTLEMENTS CONSOLIDATION
ACT. 1900"

(REPORT ON).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly in compliance with Subsection (2),
Section 73, of “ The Land for Settlements Consolidation Act, 1900.”

The Laxp Purcmase InspEcror to the Right Hon. the Prime MINISTER.
Sir,— : ’
I have the honour to report the transactions under ““The Land for Settlements Consoli-
dation Aet, 1900,” that have taken place during the twelve months which ended on the 81st March,
1903.

The Board of Land Purchase Commissioners held 36 meetings—the Wellington Board
meeting 12 times, the Canterbury Board 9 times, the Marlborough and Southland Boards each 4
times, the Otago Board 3 times, and the Auckland, Hawke’s Bay, Taranaki, and Westland Boards
once each.

About 150 properties were offered for sale, aggregating 740,871 acres. The Board dealt with
108, and recommended the purchase or exchange of 59, containing 404,426 acres.

The Government having approved, negotiations were completed with the owners of 11 estates,
. containing 29,910 acres, which cost £142,460; and 8 estates, containing 82,696 acres, valued at
£208,708, were acquired, but not wholly paid for within the year.

The Arbitration Court sat at Napier on the 29th January, and awarded the Crown 28,857 acres
of the Milbourne Estate for £142,262, including costs of one side. The Court also allowed the
vendors to retain 600 acres and one homestead. The amount which the Government offered for
29,550 acres was £118,200. .

The purchase of 8,542 acres of the Longbush and Tablelands Estate was completed, bu
the negotiations for taking a portion of the estate, the freehold of which is held by Native owners,
failed, the Supreme Court deciding that Native land, although held under a Crown title, could not
be taken compulsorily. The value of the purchase is somewhat injuriously affected by this
unexpected decision.

The estates wholly paid for during the year are Argyll (Milbourne and Te Reinga), in Hawke's
Bay; Spotswood, in Taranaki; Linton, Longbush, and Tablelands, in Wellington ; Kokatahi, in
Westland ; Eecleston, Mead, Chamberlain (Opawa), and Squires, in Canterbury; and Windsor
Park (two parts) and Dunecan, in Otago.

The total completed purchases for the year comprise 14 estates, containing 69,273 acres,
which cost £349,452.

Besides these, negotiations were completed for the Bickerstaffe Estate (Colbeck’s) in Auck-
land; Wigan (Takapau), in Hawke’s Bay; Normandale (Western Hutt), in Wellington; Annan
(Hightield), in Canterbury; and St. Helen’s (Kenton), in Otago. Exchanges were also completed
at Birchhill and Awatere, in Marlborough, and Ruangarehu, in Hawke’s Bay.

The Levels Estate, containing 38,247 acres, was recommended for purchase and approved by
the Government, but, as the owners declined to sell, proceedings were commenced to take the
estate compulsorily. Since the close of the year, however, an agreement was arrived at to buy at
£6 9s. per acre, and the estate will be taken possession of on the 31st March, 1904.

The Mount Vernon Estate, proceedings to take which compulsorily were commenced some
time ago, has not yet been before the Court.

At Birchhill the New Zealand Land Association held freeholds of the best of the land in
Mount Patriarch, Raglan, and Manuka Island Runs, and so practically prevented the Crown from
leasing the large areas of pastoral country adjacent. The association agreed to sell these freeholds
for one block of Crown lands, the advantage being as nearly as possible equal to the Crown and to
the association.

‘At Awatere the Assets Realisation Board held freeholds interspersed with the Crown lands
formerly held by them under pastoral lease, and it was arranged that the Board should transfer all
its freeholds in one block to the Crown, and the Crown granted the Board all the Crown lands
within the other block retained by the Board.
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The exchange of Ruangarehu, near Waipiro, consists in the transfer to Mr. J. N. Williams of
four small isolated blocks of Crown land, in exchange for about an equal area of his freehold in
one block, which is ready for occupation, and is situated on the Tologa—Waipiro inland track.

For workmen’s homes and small farms near towns two properties were purchased and opened
for lease, with rather disappointing results. The properties purchased last year, and offered for
lease during the year, also failed in finding anything like full occupation.

There was a very great desire expressed by the representatives of labour that land should be
acquired. At Dunedin, although the prineiple of providing land for workmen’s homes was fully

‘expressed, it was found that very few indeed would definitely state that they would themselves
take up any land on the statutory terms if it were offered to them. I believe workmen find it more
convenient to live near their work, and that few care to undertake the trouble or cost of living out
of town, unless there are frequent rapid and cheap means of communication.

The following is a summary of the transactions under the Land for Settlements Acts to the
31st March, 1903 :—

Area. Prime Cost.

No. Acres, £
Purchased or exchanged and opened for selection 116 497,683 2,250,961
Paid for, but not opened for selection 6 42,990 215,818
Purchased, but not paid for nor opened 5 60,152 208,708
127 600,825 9,675,487
Under negotlatlon 17 320,638 1,098,160

The income for the year amounts to £12O 967, and the outlay for interest on money borrowed
is £03,599. Other outlay is charged to caplta,l There are also 19,644 acres not yet let, valued
at £3,401 yearly, and 8,338 acres taken up by roads and reserves, from which no revenue was
derived.

The result of the year’s operations shows a profit of £27,369. The accumulated and invested
credit balance up to the end of the year is £117,546, besides uncollected rents, on the 31st March
last, amounting to £10,489, but a considerable part of which has since been received. The arrears
are principally in Taranaki, Hawke's Bay, Wellington, Marlborough, and Southland, the greatest
being in Hawke’s Bay; but three large estates account for more than half of the whole
indebtedness.

The usual tables of statistics are attached.

I have, &e.,
A. BARRON,
Land Purchase Inspector,
Chairman of the Board of Land Purchase Commissioners.
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister.
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Laxp for SETTLEMENTS COMPULSORILY ACQUIRED, from lst April, 1893, to 31st March, 1903.

11

Land District. Name of Settlement. Date when Taken. Area Taken.
A. R P.
Otago .. Ardgowan 9/1/1896 4,273 0 0
Hawke'’s Bay - .. Hatuma 23/8/1900 25,868 3 10
M .. Kumeroa . 20/3/1902° 3,748 0 O
" Forest Gate .. 27/2/1902 8,756 3 38
Argyll (Milbourne) 2/3/1903 28,857 0 O
‘ 71,503 3 8
1

The SrcrETARY for CrowN LaNDS and SURVEYOR-GENERAL to the Hon. the MinNIsTER
of LanDps.

Department of Lands and Survey, Wellington, 23rd July, 1903.

During the year the Land Purchase Board transferred to the countrol of this Department
91,724 acres 2 roods 4 perches, comprised in twelve estates, one homestead site, and portions of the
Birch Hill and Awatere freehold properties. The latter were acquired in exchange for Crown
lands. Of these, eight estates, one homestead site, and the Awatere and Birch Hill lands, contain-
ing in all an area of 49,162 acres and 14 perches, were opened for selection, together with ten other
estates comprising an area of 29,639 acres and 15 perches, which had been handed over prior to
the 31st March, 1902, but were not ready for settlement on that date. The properties were all
surveyed, subdivided, valued, and submitted for lease on carefully considered and designed
schemes, and were readily quitted, except the areas noted in the fourth column of the table here-
under.

The five Auckland hamlets were opened as ‘“ Workmen’s Homes,” and are situated in the
vicinity of the City of Auckland. The Kumeroa and Forest Gate Hstates were acquired under the
compulsory provisions of ‘“ The Land for Settlements Consolidation Act, 1900,” and, notwithstand-
ing, vhe result may so far be classed as satisfactory. The small Linton Settlement, near Halcombe,
was all selected. The Kokatahi Settlement, in Westland, is in a better position than shown, inasmuch
as the balance of 1,246 acres have been taken up since the 31st March last. The five Canterbury
properties constitute a large proportion of the whole ; and of the Liyndon Estate (Amuri) and the
Chamberlain (Opawa) Settlement, near Albury, not an acre has been left on the Land Board’s
hands. The Windsor Park Estates (Otago) all went off,

Given a continuance of the present favourable conditions affecting farming and grazing, it is
anticipated that these later acquisitions under the Land for Settlements Act will prove as beneficial
and satisfactory to the colony and tenants as the majority of the previous purchases have been.

Reference to Table No. 33 in the report of the Liands and Survey Department will afford full
information as to all the estates which have been opened for selection and administered by the Lands
and Survey Department. Since the initiation of the policy under ¢ The Land for Settlements Act,
1892,” it will be seen that, including special purchases to provide homesteads and low country for a
few Crown tenants, the number of settlements, exclusive of the Birch Hill and Awatere exchanges,
is 116, comprising in all 475,223 acres, and the result is that 2,335 tenants—or 7,200 souls in all—
have been placed upon 447,334 acres, for which they are liable for an annual rental of £116,979.
The area absorbed by roads and reserves is 8,338 acres, and on the 31st March last the total area
still in the hands of the Land Boards, inclusive of forfeited and surrendered sections, amounted to
19,544 acres, with an estimated annual rental of £3,401, whilst 278 lessees, holding 61,680 acres,
were in arrear £10,489. This amount has been since greatly reduced. The holdings which fall
back into the hands of the Crown are reopened as expeditiously as possible, and are as a rule
prompuly taken up, but difficulty is still experienced in quitting portions of some of the Auckland
hamlets, the Waipapa Settlement (Marlborough), the Pomahaka and Barnego Settlements (Otago),
and the Beaumont and Glenham Settlements (Southland). The Northbank Estate (Marlborough)
was held back for mining. J. W. A. MarcHANT,
Surveyor-General.

SIR,—

’
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Bsrates orrERED for SELEcTION during the Year ending 31st March, 1903, under “The Land
for Settlements Consolidation Act, 1900.”

. mber of | Avea unselected,| Annual Rental :

Land District, and Name of Estate. Area of Estate. I\él;]ectors. 315t March, 1903, on L%aﬁycviaét)lle‘aased. Date o( Opening.
Auckland— A, R. P A, R, P. £ g, d.

Cradock Hamlet .. . 3 0 9 3 22 0 25 17 14 0 | 22 April, 1902.

Hetana Hamlet .. .. 451 1 34 7 377 1 6 14 5 4|22 April, 1902,

Kitchener Hamlet .. .. 2 3 35 1 20 3 14 512 0 |22 April, 1902.

Methuen Hamlet . .. 77 3 14 7 45 2 7 33 17 9 | 22 April, 1902.

Plumer Hamlet .. .. 74 0 0 3 54 212 10 10 2 | 22 April, 1902.
Hawke’s Bay—

Kumeroa .. . .. | 3,774 2 38 14 726 0 0| 1,425 9 10 |12 May, 1902.

Forest Gate .. .e ..| 8,822 0 0 28 81 2 13| 2,587 17 6 |19 May, 1902.
Wellington—

Linton .. . .. 551 1 36 5 . 809 13 6 | 17 Sept., 1902.
Westland—

Kokatahi e .. .. 1,879 2 2 3 1,246 1 30 100 17 10 | 4 Nov., 1902.
Canterbury—

Lyundon No. 2. .. .. 15,887 0 O 10 2,281 10 2 | 21 April, 1902.

Maytown .. . 391 3 32 12 .. 286 16 2 | 28 April, 1902,

R.S. 30791 (pt.) . . 100 0 0 1 . 17 0 0 |28 April, 1902.

Eeccleston .. e o] 1,246 1 5 4 .. 569 11 2 ;12 May, 1902.

R.S. 86226 .. .. .. 46 1 26 1 .. 5 3 016 Oct., 1902.

Mead. . .. . .. | 5,914 317 21 .. 975 18 0 {21 Jan., 1903.

Chamberlain .. e .. 10,500 1 9 21 .. 2,169 19 10 | 9 March, 1903.
Otago—

V&lndsor Park . .. | 8,821 216 38 1,655 8 2 |28 May, 1902.

Windsor Park (No 2) Lol 2,179 2 17 10 .. 875 16 8 |28 Oct., 1902.

Duncan .. . e 633 2 8 5 210 0 22 181 16 8 | 29 Dec., 1902.

- Totals .. . .. | 56,412 2 81 194 2,784 2 913,524 17 9

Summary of SELECTORS, RESIDENCES, and the ConxpiTion of ESTATES ACQUIRED and DEALT WITH,
at 31lst March, 1903.

N&gedo]? ggaf;&‘gﬂt. St‘;ﬁ(_" d.}{;:ilés. Progr;::ﬁurmg Pursuits of Settlers. Present Position. | Prospects.
Auckland—
Opouriao .. 64 64 | Satisfactory .. | Dairying and cropplng .. |Good .. Good.
Okauia .. 9 7 Unsatlsfactory Dairying .. .. | Not s&tlsfaehory Fair.
Rangiatea .. 19 17 | Good .. | Prosperous .. | Good.
Karapiro e 16 11 » . Dn.itying a.nd genera,l farming | Good .. .. »
Fencourt .. 36 34 " .. | Farming and dairying .. | Prosperous »
Whitehall . 8 9 | Fair . ” .. | Pairly good Y
Cradock Hamlet 3 .. | Only recently .. Not satisfactory. . .
gelected .
Hetana Hamlet. . 7 6 | Ditto .o ” .
Kitchener Hamlet |- 1 .. " .o ”
Methuen Hamlet 7 3 ” . " .
Plumer Hamlet. . 3 .o » ”
Hawke’s Bay—
Raureka . 19 18 | Good .. | Dairying, farming, fruit-grow-| Good .. .. | Good.
ing, &e.
Elsthorpe .o 46 27 " .. | Pastoral .. .. Ve ” »
Waimarie .. 18 16 v .. | Dairying .. .. .. ” "
Pouparae . 9 9 ” . " .. .. .. ” ”
Tomoana .. 13 12 » .. | Dairying and fruit-growing .. ” v
Mahora .. 32 25 " .. | Dairying and farming . " ”
Willows .e 22 19 ” .. ” ”
Hatuma .o 62 53 | Fair .. | Grazing and mixed fa.rmmg ” "
Manga-a-toro .. 25 18 | Good .. | Grazing .. . ” B
Kumeroa . 14 10 | Satisfactory .. | Dairying and gra.zmg .. P ”
Forest Gate .. 28 18 v .. ” .. - ”
Taranaki—
Tokaora .. 15 13 | Good .. | Dairy-farming .. .. |Good .. .. | Good.
Wellington-— i
Paparangi . 36 35 | Good .- | Dairying, poultry-farming, &c.| Good .. .. | Good.
Onakea .. 15 15 ” .. | Dairying, cropping, &ec. .. " . "
Te Matua .. 13 12 ¢, .. | Dairying . " . B
Aorangi . 37 37 ” .. | Dairying, ma.rket-ga,rdemng ” . "
Langdale .o 23 17 ” .. | Mixed farming and pastoral ” . ”
Mangawhata .. 7 7 | Satisfactory .. | Dairying and sheep-farming " . ”
Epuni Hamlet .. 41 32 | Good .. | Gardening, poultry-farming, » .. . »
&e.
Maungaraki .. 20 12 ” .. | Ditto .o v .. .. ”
Linton.. .. 5 4 | Satisfactory .. | Dairying and grazmg .. " . . »
Marlborough—
Blind River .. 19 17 | Fair .. | Sheep-farming .. .. | Good .. .. | Good.
Omaka .o 13 12 | Good v .. .. | Fair .. .. | Pair.
Puhipuhi .. 2 1 | Pair .e o .o .. ” .o .. v
Starborough .. | 109 64 | Satisfactory .. | Sheep-farming and cropping . . .. | Good.
Richmond Brook 11 9 v .. | Sheep-farming e .o " . . o
North Bank .. 10 1 | Only selected in .. .
March, 1903
Waipapa .. 4 3 | Fair . | Sheep-farming .. .. | Fair ., .. | Fair.
Westland—
Poerua . 18 14 | Good .. | Dairying and mixed farming | Very good .. | Good.
Kokatahi .o 3 3 v . ” Good .. .. ”
Carried forward ' 862 682
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SuMMARY of SELEC’I‘ORS, ResipENcES, and the CoNniTiON of ESTATES ACQUIRED and DEALT WITH,
at 3lsc March, 1903-—continued.

-

P
N&ﬁgo?lssgltfg gggt. Steolle‘ssc. dIetgzlés' Progrgsez Iqhurn:l{-‘; Pursuits of Settlers. Present Position. “ Prospects.
Brought forward) 862 682
Canterbury— 1
Pareora 28 28 | Satisfactory Grazing Good Good
Studholme Junc 4 3 Y Mixed farming " p
tion ‘
Kapua .. 11 12 " Agriculture . Well established P
Rosebrook 14 13 Y Dairying and cropping . " "
Otaio 9 9 " Mixed farming, fruit- growmg, " ”
&e.
Patoa ... 4 2 | Poor Grazing ' Fair Fair
The Peaks 12 .. " v .. . .. M .. .. Y
Roimata 26 26 | Good Gardening and fruit-growing | Very prosperous Good
Kereta 4 4 | Satisfactory Mixed farming . | Satisfactory .. ”
Braco .. 14 14 P Market-gardening .. . | Well established »
Epworth 2 1 ” Mixed farming Satisfactory "
Ashley Gorge .. 10 12 | Satisfactory Dairying .. " ”
Omihi Valley .. 1 .. ” Let temporarily O )
Orakipaoa Lo 27 20 " Mixed farming - Good Good
Higabank s 57 . . ol .,
Otarakaro v 7 7 ” Y .
Wharenui 28 26 Y Small fa.rmmg and ga.rdenma " "
Rakitairi 22 19 " Agriculture R ”
Waiapi 15 15 " " "
Horsley Downs 26 23 " szmg .. i .
Albury .19 68 - Gceod Dairying and croppmg - ”
R.S. 1862 o 1 1 Homestead site . ..
Part R.S. 2682 .. ! 1 Y
R.S. 86469, Can- 1 ” ..
nington 1
R.S. 36231 1 1 . Homestead site .
R.S. 36056, 36057 | 1 .. . , :
R.S. 86228 : 1 1 . .
Marawiti 12 12 | Good Agrlculture Satisfactory Good
Hekeao 16 13 | SBatisfactory Agriculture and da.lrymg Good Y
Pawaho 26 21 P Grazing and gardeniug P Y
Waikakahi 184 148 | Good Mixed farming & stock-raising) .
Tamai Hamlet .. 39 35 | Fair Residential . .. | Fair Fair
Takitu 5 5 | Good Sheep-farming Good Good
Pareora No. 2 33 32 5, Cropping, &c. ” .. v
Rautawiri 6 6  Fair Mixed farming Sarisfactory ”
Papaka 9 9 : Good Agriculture " .
Punaroa 17 17 | Batisfactory Dairying and croppmg " .
Lyndon 9 6 | Fair Grazing and cropping " .
Kohika 17 14 | Gond Mixed farming Prosporous .
Tarawahi 16 14 ” Residential Good ”
Raincliff 1 1 ” Grazing, &o. Satisfactory .
Puhuka 7 5 , .. | Residential " .
Kaimahi 13 8 | Ursatisfactory | Agriculture Fair Fair
Kapuatohe 9 7  SBatisfactory Mixed farming » Y
R.S. 36278 1 oo .. Hometead site .
Rapuwai 5 4 | Satisfactory Grazing Good Good
Part R.S. 30791 1 .. .. Homestead site .
R.B. 36226 1 1 " ..
Lyndon No. 2 10 6 | Pair Grazing Fair Pair.
Maytown 12 10 | Satisfactory Mixed farming Good . .. Good.
Eccleston 4 2 | Unsatisfactory ” .. Fair Fair.
Mead .. 21 .. |Only recently .
selected
Chamberlain 21 Ditto ..
Otago—
Pomahaka Downs 19 13 Unsa,tlsfactory Mixed farming Unsatistactory .. | Poor
Teaneraki 292 16 | Fair ” PFawr . | Fair
Tabawai 8 8 | Good Dairying .. Good . | Good
Maerewhenua 72 58 p Mixed farming Y . Y
Puketapu 1 9 | Fair Dairying and cropping .. P R
Ardgowan 65 29 | Good Dairying, grazing, and mixed " A
farming
Makareao 31 18 Y Mixed farming Much improved .. Y
Makareao Exten- 3 3 » " ” .. ”
sion
Momona 14 14 " Dairying . Most sa.tlsfa.ct,ory ”
Tokarahi 79 44 | Satisfactory Dairying and mixed fa.tmmg Good . ”
Janefield 20 19 | Very fair Mixed farming . ”
Elderslie 33 20 | Very good Grazing and agriculture Well estabhshed Y
Barnego 21 17 | Satisfactary Dairying and mixed farming | Fair . .\
Earnscleugh 11 8 | Good PFruit-growing, &ec. .. | Good .
Windsor Park 38 17 " .. | Agriculture . p )
Windsor Park 10 5 {Only recently e
No. 2 selected 1
Duncan 5 1 | Ditto
Southland—
Merrivale 47 39 | Pair Dairying and farming Good .. .. | Good.
Otahu .. 7 4 ” Grazing .. Unsatisfactory .. | Doubtful.
Beaumont 9 4 " " .. » .. "
Ringway 7 8 | Good Mixed farming Success assured .. | Good.
Glenham 24 16 p Dairying and farming Fair . |Fairly good
Totals 2,335 |1,785
|
Approximate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given ; printiug ( 1,525 copies), £13 5s. 6d.
By Authority: Jory Mackay, Government Printer, Wellington.—1903.
Price, 64.

3—C. 5.






	"THE LAND FOR SETTLEMENTS CONSOLIDATION ACT, 1900" (REPORT ON).
	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables
	TABLE A.—Summary of all Lands offered to Government under "The Land for Settlements Consolidation Act, 1900," and how dealt with, from 1st April, 1902, to 31st March, 1903.
	"THE LAND FOR SETTLEMENTS CONSOLIDATION ACT, 1900." TABLE B.—Return of Lands recommended for Purchase by the Board of Land Purchase Commissioners under the above Act from 1st April, 1902, to 31st March, 1903.
	"THE LAND FOR SETTLEMENTS CONSOLIDATION ACT, 1900." TABLE B.—Return of Lands recommended for Purchase by the Board of Land Purchase Commissioners—continued.
	"THE LAND FOR SETTLEMENTS CONSOLIDATION ACT, 1900." TABLE B.—Return of Lands recommended for Purchase by the Board of Land Purchase Commissioners—continued.
	"THE LAND FOR SETTLEMENTS CONSOLIDATION ACT, 1900," AND ITS AMENDMENT, 1901. TABLE C (Part I.).—Statement of Lands acquired for Settlements from 1st April, 1902, to 31st March, 1903.
	"THE LAND FOR SETTLEMENTS CONSOLIDATION ACT, 1900," AND ITS AMENDMENT, 1901. TABLE C (Part I.).—Statement of Land acquired for Settlements from 1st April, 1902, to 31st March, 1903—continued
	"THE LAND FOR SETTLEMENTS CONSOLIDATION ACT, 1900." TABLE C (Part II.).—Summary of Estates acquired up to 31st March, 1903, and Amounts of Purchase-money.
	EXCHANGES. TABLE D.—Areas of Land acquired by way of Exchange under the Land for Settlements Acts, and Areas given in Exchange, to 31st March, 1903.
	Land for Settlements compulsorily acquired, from 1st April, 1893, to 31st March, 1903.
	Estates offered for Selection during the Year ending 31st March, 1903, under "The Land for Settlements Consolidation Act, 1900."
	Summary of Selectors, Residences, and the Condition of Estates acquired and dealt with, at 31st March, 1903.
	Summary of Selectors, Residences, and the Condition of Estates acquired and dealt with, at 31st March, 1903—continued.


