1901.
NEW ZEALAND.

“LAND FOR SETTLEMENTS CONSOLIDATION
ACT, 1900"

(REPORT ON).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly in compliance with Subsection (2), Section 73,
of *“ The Land for Settlements Consoldation Act, 1900.”

The Laxp PurcHASE INspPEcTOR to the Hon. the MinIsTER oF LANDS.

Str,— Department of Land for Settlements, Wellington, 1st July, 1901.
T have the honour to report on the transactions under * The Land for Settlements Con-
solidation Act, 1900,” for the twelve months ending the 31st March, 1901.

There were fifteen meetings of the Boards held during the year for busiuness, viz. : Hawke’s
Bay, 5; Wellington, 7; Marlborough, 1; Canterbury, 2.

Seventy-three estates, of a total area of 315,612 acres, were offered during the vear. Of that
area, 144,640 acres were declined, not recommended, or withdrawn, leaving 170,972 acres, of which
an area of 75,861 acres is under cousideration, and an area of 95,111 acres was recommended for
purchase. Including with this latter area part of the land offered in the previous year, twenty-
nine estates were recommended for purchase, with the result that offers were accepted for fourteen
estates, of an aggregate area of 70,961 acres, for the sum of £350,351. Of the other fifteen estates,
the owners of nine declined the prices cffered, and the owners of six withdrew their lands from
offer.

The names of the estates purchased are—part of Karapiro, Hatuma, Mangatoro, Langdale,
Mangawhata, Maungaraki, Epuni, Liyndon, Waipapa, Tarawahi, Kohika, Raincliff, Puhuka, part
Station Peaks, Earnscleugh. Possession has been given of all these, with the exception of Manga-
toro, which is now under sectional survey.

Since the 1st April, 1901, the following estates have been purchased, and are now under sub-
divisional survey: Toka-ora, 1,600 acres; Rural Section 36278, 618 acres ; Kapuatohe, 50 acres;
Kaimahi, 100 acres, near Papanui; Kakahu, 2,250 acres; Ringway, 2,308 acres; Glenham,
11,500 acres.

Included in these purchases there is an aggregate of 1,050 acres, in eight different localities,
for workmen’s homes and small holdings. One-half is presently under survey prior to being offered
for selection. Negotiations are in progress for further purchases for these purposes. Considerable
difficulty is experienced in acquiring suitable land for workmen’s homes near the populous centres,
at a price and in position within the reach of those who are to occupy and to travel daily to and
from their work, either by rail, bicycle, or on foot. The restrictions In section 13 of ¢ The Land
for Settlements Consolidation Act, 1900,” have been availed of during the year in preventing the
acquisition of two selections of rural land of about 100 acres each, used solely for grazing, not
occupied residentially, and outside a borough. Thus, on the offer being made to purchase, the
owners in each case delayed giving their replies until they had by deed of gift handed over one-
half of the respective properties to a member of their families, thereby effectually stopping the
taking of the land compulsorily, had that been intended.

The Government having decided to take compulsorily the following estates—Forest Gate,
8,250 acres ; Kumeroa, 3,600 acres ; Kokatahi, 4,993 acres—the necessary notifications have been
gazetted and served on the respective owners, as required by statute, preparatory to the claims
being heard before the Compensation Court.

The total purchases under the Land for Settlements Act since its commencement up to
the 81st March, 1901, are ninety-one estates, containing an area of 395,483 acres, at a cost,
including liabilities, of £1,883,723 for land. During the three months—1st April to the 3Uth June,
1901— seven estates were purchased, of an area of 18,330 acres, to cost £93,350 for land.

Appended hereto are details in tabular form, viz. : Table A—Return of all Lands offered to the
Government, and how dealt with, from the 1st April, 1900, to the 31lst March, 1901. Table B—
Return of Lands recommended for Purchase by the Board of Liand Purchase Commissioners to the
81st March, 1901. Table C—Statement of Lands acquired to the 31st March, 1901. Report of
the Assistant Surveyor-General on the Condition and Settlement of Lands acquired.

I have, &c.
. James McKerrow,
- Chairman of Board of Land Purchase Commissioners

The Hon. Minister of Lands, and Land Purchase Inspector,

1—C, 5.
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C.—5. 22

The AssIisTANT SURVEYOR-GENERAL to the Hon. the MinNisTER of LaNDSs.

Sir,— Department of Lands and Survey, Wellington, 27th July, 1901.

At the end of last year there were eight estates which had been acquired but had not been
offered for lease—viz., Whitehall, Aorangi, Northbank, Papaka, Punaroa, Rautawiri, R.S. 36228,
and Barnego, conta,lmng in all 39,5683 acres.

All these estates, excepting Northbank, were opened for selection during the past year, as well
ag three others which had been acquired during the year-—mnamely, Langdale, Waipapa, and
Lyndon, of an area of 17,304 acres, the total area offered being 43,942 acres, which cost £168,193.

Four other estates purchased during the year were not ready for disposal before the 81st of
March. They were Earnscleugh, in Otago (part of which is homestead land for the runs, and part
is intended for orchards); Maungaraki, in Wellington ; Tarawahi, in Canterbury; Hatuma, in
Hawke’s Bay, an area in all of 28,021 acres. The Northbank Estate in Matlborough purchased
during the previous year, and containing 13,000 acres, which cost £6,750, is retained for a year
to test its auriferous quality, but has been leased in one run to the former owner at £300 per
annum, the goldfields revenue also being payable to the accouns.

The Waipapa freeholds, of 3,655 acres, were utilised as homesteads for a portion of the high-
lying pastoral country behind them, but the rent for them has not yet been brought to account.

Of the ten estates opened for selection 41,546 acres in 127 farms and two small grazing-runs,
the areas varying from 50 to 2,000 acres, were leased at a rent of £8,174 per annum.

For country lands the demand is very good, as will be seen from the following table, all the
lands having been taken up as soon as offered, with the exception of 2,395 acres, part of which is
withheld and the remainder hill pasture.

The Hatuma Estate, in Hawke's Bay, offered since the end of the year, containing 25,737
acres, was divided into fifty-eight farms of from 110 to 1,510 acres each, and they were every one
leased the first day it was placed in the market. Similarly, Kohika, 3,820 acres; Raincliff, 530
acres ; and Mangawhata, 1,226 acres, have all been faken up with the exception of one section in
the latter.

The workmen’s hamlets were not so readily disposed of, but were taken up after a time, so
that now only a few of them contain unlet sections. As a recent instance, the Hamlet of Epuni,
within one mile and three-quarters of the Lower Hutt Railway-station, and almost in the neigh-
bourhood of a manufacturing suburb of Wellington, consisting of land of the finest quality for
gardens and residences, which was opened for selection on the 25th June, was little competed for,
only ten lots out of forty-three offered being selected on the first day. These lots were from % acre
to 4% acres.

The Tarawahi Hamlet, about two miles and a half from Cathedral Square, in the City of
Christchureh, and only a few chains from a tram-line, was, on the first day, taken up by only eight
persons, when thirty-seven families might have founded homes on rich alluvial land fit to grow any
garden crop.

The following table gives the several estates offered for the first time, and how they were
disposed of :—

ESTATES OFFERED FOR SELECTION DURING 1900-1,

fobrd Number ot Annual Rental
Land District, and Name of Aren of Estate. Number of Original | Area unselected, payable Date when offered
Estate. Selectors. Ag[‘;lx:g.a.- 31st March, 190]. on Lands leased. for Selection.
Auckland— A. B. P A R. P £ s d
Whitehall .. .. 8,959 0 O 7 14 1,285 2 0 361 4 6| 9 April, 1900.
Wellington—
Aorangi . .. 1,785 0 0 37 363 Nil 1,342 16 10 | 5 April, 1900.
Langdale .. .. 9,405 0 0 23 45 104 0 3 1,526 10 4 |19 March, 1901.
Marlborough—
Waipapa .. .. | *3,666 0 0 25 Feb., 1901.
Canterbury— .
Rautawiri .. - .. 122 3 7 6 68 Nil 185 6 4 {19 April, 1900,
Papaka .. .. 1,561 2 25 9 385 Nil 947 6 G |19 April, 1900.
Puparoa .. . 7,029 38 5 17 293 Nil 1,681 16 6 |19 April, 1900.
Lyndon .. . 4,243 3 28 8 50 Nil 849 19 2 | 5 March, 1901.
R.S. 36228 .. . 100 38 23 1 .. . Nil 12 11 4 | 17 May, 1900.
Otago— ) .
Barnego .. .. 7,078 2 1 21 65 1,006 0 0 1,816 5 6 |15 May, 1900.
Totals .. .. 43,041 2 9 129 ] 1,283 2,395 2 3 8,173 16 6
| .

* Taken up as homesteads for five small grazing-runs.
The total number of sections selected during the year out of estates newly offered and from
~ those remaining for selection from previous years is 232,
The arrears of rents due by 280 tenants under the Land for Settlements Act is £8,271, and is
- £1,078’greater than at the same time in the previous year.

The prime cost of eighty-one estates, containing 331,128 acres, repurchased is £1,710,541,
and there was £88,073 expended in incidental expenses, and expenses incurred in 1ncompleted
negotiations, in road-making, and in preparing the land for occupation in the smaller areas into
which the properties were divided, making a cost to date of £1,798,614.

The lands disposed of are let to 1,789 tenants, at an a,nnual renta,l of £82,718, and the lands
unlet represent an annual rental of £1,910. The yearly value is therefore £84, 698.

Excluding the Hatuma BEstate (the purchase-money for which was pald at the end of the
year but no rents obtained, and the rents of Langsdale, the price of which was not paid last year),
the rent actually received during the year is equal to about & per cent. on the total cost, and
the letting-value of the land offered for selection is 5'1 per cent. It must, however, be considered
that there has yet to be expended on roads on these estates about £8,361.

. Of rural lands open for selection 12,503 acres in forty-one farms are still undisposed of, and
there are 233 acres of workmen's ha,mlets, or land intended for sma,ll holdings, in seventy-nine
sections which were not taken up at the end of the year.

The exchanges effected under the Act of 1894, and under section 7 of the Act of 1900 are
given in attached table. It shows that 29,295 acres were acquired by the Crown in exchange for
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51,434 acres of freehold lands and a sum of £784. These exchanges were of lands in the Marl-
borough District chiefly, and were arranged to give both parties better boundaries, and also land
for home-stations for the utilisation of the high pastoral country in the neighbourhood.

The following is a summary of the disposal and condition of the estates settled :—

Land Distriet. Belectors.|Residents Condition.
Auckland—
“Opouriao .. .. 72 62 Fairly prosperous.
Okauia El 6 Pasture not good.
¢ {Rangiatea.. 19 17 Dairy farms, good pasture.
ZKarapiro .\ 17 10 Dairy farms.
- Fencourt .. 34 22 Dairy farms.
. Whitehall .. 7 6 Not yet inepected.
Hawke's Bay—
Raureka 18 18 Prosperous, lease conditions complied with.
Elsthorpe .. 46 28 Al occupied for pasture.
Waimarie . . 17 14 Satisfactory crop—maize and grass.
Pouparae .. .. 8 6 Cropped with maize, pumpkins, and potatoes.
Tomoana .. . 13 11 In oats, barley, mangolds, potatoes, gardens; and orchards.
Mahora 32 24 ” " ”
Willows 22 12 Chiefly maize and potato crops—sheep and cattle.
Wellington—
Paparangi. .- 37 35
8}:?&:?“ ig %g Progress of older settlements satisfactory, dwellings being
Aorangi 37 34 rapidly erected.
Langdale .. 23 12
Marlborough ~
Blind River 17 19 Better progress than last year,
Omaka 13 11 Season good ; crops fair.
Puhipubhi .. 2 1 Leased with Crown lands.
Starborough 112 52 Harvest good, well garnered, xmprovements well done.
Richmond Brook 11 8 Improvements considerable.
Westland —
Poerua Settlement .. 18 8 Not much progress made, season unpropitious.
Canterbury —
Pareora 28 25 Satisfactory, and settlers prosperous.
Studholme Junctlon 4 3 Satisfactory progress.
Kapua .. 10 10 Satisfactory ; floods troublesome.
Rosebrook. . 14 14 Improvements well done; comfortable homes established.
Otaio 9 9 Doing well.
Patoa . 4 3 Doing fairly well.
The Peake. . 12 1 »
Roimata 26 26 Prosperous; drainage troublesome.
Kereta 4 4 Fairly satisfactory.
Braco 14 14 Condition improved.
Epworth 2 1 Satisfactory.
Ashley Gorge 10 10 Doing fairly well ; comfortable houses,
Omihi Valley 1 .. Stock paddock.
Orakipaoa . . 27 18 Residents doing well; nun-residents doing little improvement.
Highbark . . 70 62 Making good progress; less oropping done.
- Otarakaro .. 5 7 Tenants working their holdings well.
Wharenui . . 26 24 Very prosperous.
%Zlgpaim v ftli ig } Both doing well, especially Rekitairi.
Horsley Downs 25 24 Prosperous.
Albury 74 64 Tenants doing well ; settlement improving ra.pxdly
R.S. 1862 .. 1 .
Part R.S. 2682 - . 1 ..
g g gggg? Gannington i ** }| Let as homesteads for other lands.
R.S. 36056 and 36057 1 .
R.8. 36228 . 1 ..
Marawiti .. 12 13 Large hollldings progressing steadily ; small holdings not doing
so well.
Hekeao 13 12 Improving rapidly.
Pawaho .. 25 20 Progress satisfactory.
Waikakahi 156 132 Prosperous; advance considerable,
Tamai 34 24 Has made fair progress.
Takitu 5 8 Improvements small, high prices of sheep prevented full stocking.
Pareora No. 2 33 25 Improvements substantial.
Rautawiri .. 6 4 Promises well.
Papaka 9 5 "
Punaroa 17 10 Large holders doing well ; small backwards,
Lyndon 8 .- Promises well.
Otago—
Pomahaka, 13 18 Fair crops ; land better stocked.
Teanaraki . . 22 18 Crops fair ; some sections infested with Californian thistle.
Tahawai 8 8 Condition healthy.
Maerewhenua 71 61 Heavy loss by hail storm ; condition sound.
Puketapu .. 11 9 Progress good.
Ardgowan .. . 65 51 Very prosperous; fair progress.
ﬁ:‘ﬁ:‘:::g No. 2 'Sé 1g } Progress slow, e.specia.lly small holdings.
Momona. .. 14 14 Most successful.
Tokarahi .. 78 43 Very satisfactory.
Janefield .. 19 17 Bids fair to becomse prosperous.
Flderslie .. 33 14 Very good progress made.
Barnego 21 15 Season bad ; valuable improvements.
Southland— .
Merrivale .. 47 37 Every section improved.
Otahu 5 4 Not much improvement.
Beaumont. . 11 4 Returns poor.

The Hon. the Minister of Lands.

A. BarroN,
Aggistant Surveyor-General.
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PART III.—Areas of LaND acquired by Way of Exchange under Land for Settlements
Act, and Areas given in Exchange, to 31st Ma.rch, 1901.

Land acquired by Crown. Land given by Crown in Exchange Cash.
D o T a T B Paid
] Paid to
Locality. Area. Localit, Area. to Gi -
Oé. ] yﬁ - ] rea. ocality. ) ) rea. V“_<Tner' —img!\;grn
A. R. P, A RP.| £ s d; £ s d
Ms. Fyffe and Greenburn 202 - 3 17 | Mt. Fyfle and Greenburn .. 346 1 36 .
Onamaluotu, Pine Valley, and | 3,903 0 O | Mt. Olympus and Pine Valley | 11,733 0 0
Mt. Oltmpus : :
Onamalutu 724 1 0 | Onamalutu 1,449 0 O
Hundalee .. 1,803 0 O | Hundalee 1,761 0 O ..
Barefel], Tone, and Whernslde 9,820 0 O | Tone and Whemsnde ) 5,798 0 0210 10 4 ..
Puabipuhi .. 1,928 0 0 | Whernside and Puhipuhi 3,592 0 24 .. 264 7 6
Hundalese . 3,986 1 17 | Acheron, Greenburn, and | 11,618 3 27 224 12 11
Hundalee
Spray 6,442 3 0 | Mt Olympus, Spray, Patri-: 13,701 0 0
arch, & :
Clifford Bay 138 8 7 Clifford Bay 3238 0 24 505 15 0
» 404 0 O | Stonyhurst and We]d 522 2 0 ..
Hakataramesa 100 0 O | Hakataramea .. L 18 0 0
Burke 199 1 O | Burke and Tengawai S 338 0 O
Stonyhursu 137 3 12 | Stonyhurst . . 187 3 12
]
I ) |
Totals 29,295 0 18 ) 51,434 0 321010 4| 994 15 5
i
EstaTES PURCHASED but not offered for Selection at 31st March, 1901.
Cost.
Name of Estate. Area. . d t . -
Purchase-money. E;’x% egge:. Total Cost.
A. R. P £ s d. £ s d £ 8 d
Earnscleugh .. . 1,174 3 36 3,100 0.0 2515 0 3,125 15 0
Maungaraki .. .. 423 2 20 2,797 0 0 21 2 6 2,818 2 6
Tarawahi . 31 3 0 2,857 10 0 .. 2,857 10 0O
Northbank 12,994 0 0O 6,750 0 O 5 5 4 6,755 5 4
Hatuma 26,391 0 0| 141,618 0 O 490 18 0 142,108 18 0
41,015 1 16 157,122 10 O 1 543 0 10 157,665 10 10
Approximaie Cost of Puper.—Preparation, not given; printing (1,475 copies), £35 12s.
Price 9d.) By Authority JoHN MACKAY, Government Printer, Wellington.—1901.
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