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NEW ZEALAND.

ADMISSION OF SOLICITORS OF COURTS OF BRITISH
POSSESSIONS TO THE SUPREME COURTS IN THE
UNITED KINGDOM

(DESPATCH FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES RESPECTING THE).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

(Circular.)
Sir,— Downing Street, 7th August, 1900.

With reference to my circular despatch of the Ist February, 1898, I have the honour to
transmit to you a copy of the Act passed during the present session of Parliament to provide for
the admission of solicitors of Courts of British possessions to the Supreme Courts in the United
Kingdom.

Before this Act can be applied to any British possession, Her Majesty must be satisfied that
the conditions set forth in subsection (1) of section 2 are complied with.

Should, therefore, the colony under your Government desire to avail itself of the provisions of
this Act, I have to request that I may be furnished with a report showing that the laws and regu-
lations which obtain in the colony are such as to fulfil these conditions.

Where full information on the subject has already been supplied in response to my circular
despatch of the Ist February, 1898, it will be sufficient to indicate whether that information is still
accurate, or in what respects it needs modification or amendment.

It will be observed that this Act, which comes into operation on the Ist January next, repeals
the Colonial Attorneys Belief Acts which are at present in force.

I have, &c,
J. Chamberlain.

The Officer Administering the Government of New Zealand.

[63 & 64 Vict.] CHAPTER 14.
An Act to provide for the Admission of Solicitors of Courts of British Possessions to the Supreme

Courts in the United Kingdom. [10th July, 1900.]
Be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows :—

Admission of Solioitor of British possession.
1. A solicitor of a superior Court in a British possession to which this Act applies, and who

has been in practice before such Court for not less than three years, may on giving due notice and
the prescribed proof of his qualifications and good character, and either on passing the prescribed
examination, or, in the prescribed cases, without examination, and either after service of articles of
clerkship during the prescribed period, or, in the prescribed cases, without such service, be
admitted a solicitor of the Supreme Court on payment of the prescribed amount in respect of
stamp duties and fees.

Application of Act to British possessions.
2. (1.) Where as respects a superior Court in a British possession Her Majesty the Queen in

Council is satisfied, on the report of a Secretary of State,;—
(a.) That the regulations respecting the admission of persons to be solicitors of that

superior Court are such as to secure that those solicitors possess proper qualifica-
tions and competency; and

(6.) That by the law of the British possession the solicitors of the Supreme Court will be
admitted to be solicitors of the superior Court in the possession, on terms as favour-
able as those on which it is proposed to admit solicitors of that superior Court in
pursuance of this Act to be solicitors of the Supreme Court,—
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Her Majesty in Council may order that this Act shall apply, and the same shall accordingly apply
to the said superior Court and British possession, subject to any exceptions, conditions, and modi-
fications specified in the order.

(2.) Her Majesty in Council, by the same or any subsequent order, may, as respects the Court
and British possession named in the order, provide for all matters authorised by this Act to be
prescribed, and for all matters appearing to Her Majesty to be necessary or proper for giving effect
to the order and to this Act.

(3.) Her Majesty in Council may revoke and vary any order previously made under this Act.
Definitions.

3. (1.) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, the expressions "superior Court"
and "solicitor" meanrespectively, as respects any British possession, such Court in the posses-
sion, and such solicitor, attorney, law agent, or other person entitled to practise as agent in a Court
of law in the British possession, as may be prescribed.

(2.) A part of a British possession under a local Legislature may be treated as a British
possession for the purposes of this Act.

Application of Act to Scotland.
4. In the application of this Act to Scotland the following modifications shall be made :—

(a.) " Court of Session " shall be substituted for " Supreme Court " :
(b.) " Solicitor of the Supreme Court " shall mean any enrolled law agent under " TheLaw

Agents (Scotland) Act, 1873 " :
(c.) " Articles of clerkship " shall include " indentures of apprenticeship."

Application of Act to Ireland.
5. In the application of this Act to Ireland the following modification shall be made :—

Articles of clerkship shall include indentures of apprenticeship.
Modification in application of Act to different parts of the United Kingdom,

6. (1.) An Order in Council applying this Act to a Court in a British possession may provide
that solicitors of that Court may be admitted by virtue of this Act to be solicitors in any part of
the United Kingdom—namely, England, Scotland, or Ireland, or in two or one of those parts
only.

(2.) A person admitted under this Act to be a solicitor in one part of the United Kingdom
shall not, while remaining a solicitor there, be admitted under this Act to be a solicitor in any
otherpart of the United Kingdom.

Short title, repeal, and commencement of Act.
7. (1.) This Act may be cited as " The Colonial Solicitors Act, 1900."
(2.) The Acts specified in the Schedule to this Act are hereby repealed.
(3.) This Act shall come into operation on the first day of January, one thousand nine hundred

and one.

SCHEDULE.

Session and Chapter. Title.

20 &21 Vict., c39 ... ... " The Colonial Attorneys Relief Act."
37 &38 Vict., c. 41 ... ... " The Colonial Attorneys Relief Act."
47 &48 Vict., c. 24 ... ... " The Colonial Attorneys Relief Act Amendment Act, 1884."

Approximate Cost ofPaper.—Preparation, notgiven ; printing (1,200copies), £1 10s.

By Authority : John Mackay, Government Printer, Wellington.—l9oo.
Price 3d.]
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