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receiving radio telephone, a condition that persisted until o temporzwv telephone-tine
was fully installed late on Sunday. Mr. W ah apparently asked him for news. He does
not remember the exact words of his answer, but imagines it was something like this:
“Sorry, old man, I have been instructed bv Air Department that T cannot give the
pxess any information.” 1f he remembered rightly, le enlarged on this by saying that
it Wall contacted the Information Section of the Air Depdltment he would be given all
the latest information. On that afternoon he also had a telephone call from a reporter.
1t was quite late, almost evening, but he does not recollect who the reporter was, to whom
he gave a like reply in no uncertain terms when he said he wanted information. This
reporter asked him if it was worthwhile his driving through to Taumarunui te see him
and was told it was wasting time and that the airfield was out of bounds. He sa vs that
he remained on duty till about 2 o’clock the following morning. After that telephone
call he says he had no further calls from press reporters. In cross-examination, when
he was asked whether he had any instructions at any time from the Prime Minister’s
Department that he was either not to give information to the press or to withhold that
infermation until Mr. Nash was personallv advised, he said the only instruction he had
was, as he had already mentioned, that which came direct from Squadron Leader
Roblins, and that indeed he had no further instructions of anv kind save those in regard
to supplying of food by air. Asked whether Le told a reporter at about 4 o’clock on
Friday afternoon he must get his information {rom the Publicity Section of the Prime
Ministe’s Dopartmer\i/, he answered " No,” and to emphasize this answer said that
until he was called to give evidence he did not know there was a Publicity Section of
the Prine Minister’s Department. To the question, ** If Mr. Wall swears that vou said,
‘If you vant anyv information you can get it {rom Publicity Section of Prime Minister’s
Department ; I hope you understand the position. 1 have to take my orders.” ” he
answered, I don’t know the exact wording of what I said, but I did not refer to
Publicity Lepartment.” To the question, ° “huh’c you have told hin to get it from the
Prime Minister’s Department ¢ 7, his answer was, * I think I referred him either to the
Alr Departnent or the Prime Minister’s Departinent.”  To the question, “ If you
mentioned th: Prime Minister’s Department to him as a source of possible information,
did you have some instruction that the Prinw \Iiniﬂtcr’* Department would release
mformation tothe press ¢, his answer was, ~* No. I had no instructions to that effect.”
To the questior, “ What caused you to mentien the Prime Minister’s Department as a
possible source of information ? 7, he answeved, ** The information 1 nad given to
Robbins was gomg to be relayed to the Priwe Ministers Department. That was t‘ne
text of the messige he gave me. That was the text of the nstructions he gawve me.
To the question, “Did you understand from conversation with Squadron Leader
Robbins that all iformation was to be sent to the Prime Minister’s Department through
Air Department 2 °, the answer was, * That is more or less the impression I gained.”
He went on : “ I would like to enlarge on that. It was obvious to me that nexi-of-kin
are primary consideration in such disasters, and it was obvious the Prime Minister's
Department were going to handle all telegrams notifyving next-of-kin. That i% Air Force
vrocedure, o Aprogumed the same thing applied :me.” To the question, Flon }om
discussion with Robbins, wasn’t it clear thdl, such in 01'matipn as the press would r
was to come through the Prime Minister’s Department ? 7, the answer was, ©* Not entirvely
1 appreciated tlat primarily it would be {or the n At-of— kin, and ouce thc‘ had been
notified I presuned general news to all simultancously through either Air Deg ong
or Prime Ministe’s Department.” To the question, © Until there was tmzt ase
through A or Pime Minister’s Department was news to be withheld 77 the snswor
was, I would give no news whatsoever.” In reply to Mr. Stevenscn, counsel for the
press, and the cuestion as to whether he Weald pass on his instruction from Rebbins
to Horopito or to the mountain, he answered, “1 do not think so. It was a }}wsondl
request from Squadon Leader Robbins to myself.”  To o further g stion, © Are you
sure you did not pas it on ¢ 7 he answered, I ean sav practically certuinly that T did
not pass 1t forward.”
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