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GENERAL REPORT

In presenting its veport for the financial vear ended 31st Mareh, 1946, the
Board of Native Affairs furnishes a review of the varied activities connected
with the development and settlement of Native lands, and outlines the measures
taken therewith to improve the living conditions of the Maori race. This
statement, which is in continuation of those previously presented annually to
both Houses of the General Assembly during the past fifteen years, provides
a summary of the progress achieved in maintaining and extending the
agricultural and pastoral schemes which were initiated in 1930 with the object
of establishing and settling more Maori people upon their own lands; the
Native Housing Scheme, inaugurated in 1938, for the provision of better
housing accommodation for Maoris; the re-establishment of Maori returned
soldiers undertaken since 1944; and refers to other operations financed by
State or Trust funds and initiated for the henefit fmd advancement of the
Maori race.

It has, in this year’s report, been possible to give a more comprehensive
review of the work that has heen accomplished and is in progress than has
been possible under wartime conditions.

Previous reports, presented to Parliament from 1931 onwards, dealt with
the changing attitude of the Legislature, which at the beginning of the
present century became aware of the necessity for preserving the remnants
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of the ancestral territory then remaining to a race to which the State has
peculiar obligations and responsibilities, and the events leading up to the
evolution of the present policy of developing Native land by the use of public
funds. Throughout all these reports it has been shown that the basic object
of the development schemes now established is to encourage the Maori people
to become energetic, thrifty, and industrious farmers, and to create a mode
of living which, while retaining the best elements of Native culture, will
profitably settle the Maori on his own lands. This report continues the story
of the progress made to 31st March, 1946, towards attaining that end.

The Board of Native Affairs was constituted under the Board of Native
Affairs Act, 1934-35, and consists of the following members:—

The Native Minister (Chairman);

The Under-Secretary of the Native Department (Deputy Chairman);
The Financial Adviser to the Government;

The Under-Secretary for Lands;

The Valuer-(feneral;

The Director-General of Agriculture; and

Three other persons appointed by the Governor-General in Counecil.

Throughout the year the Board has been able to make further progress in
the work of development and scttlement; fresh areas have been cleared of
bush and serub, and have been prepared for sowing down in permanent
pastures; established grass lands have been maintained, as far as possible,
hy periodical top-dressing with fertilizers, but more by systematic grazing;
suitable measures have been taken to control ragwort and blackberry and
other noxious weeds together with rabbits in infested areas; attention has
bheen given to stock husbandry; and the programme of building, fencing, and
draining pushed to the limit of availability of materials and labour. There
are ninety-nine State schemes (as distinet from Trust activities) in the North
Island and three in the South Island, and these embrace a total area of
957,067 acres in various stages of development.

Experience has shown that the majority of settlers display commendable
enthusiasm and industry in the working of their areas. Of the total already
established, it is estimated that 60 per cent. are successfully settled. The
balance includes some recently settled whose prospects cannot be readily
defined, but also includes a number (about 5 per eent.) whom it is considered
will never make successful farmers. Where settlers fail to measure up to the
standard required and it becomes evident that a change of occupier must
be insisted on, application is made to the Native Land Court for the recom-
mendation of another person for nomination as oceupier. At the hearing
of the application the owners of the land and the occupier (settler-unit) are
present, while the Department is represented. The farm’s production figures
and future prospects are discussed and the hest possible arrangements made
for carrying on. Frequently the occupier is retained upon an undertaking
to make a better effort, which, of course, is in the interests of himself, as well
as his co-owners. Another purpose served by the reference to the Court of
the question of nomination of oceupiers is that all persons interested are given
an opportunity of being heard in respect of those interests under the presidency
of a judieial officer trained and qualified to adjudicate upon the merits of the
case.

The gross expenditure of public moneys for the year on all the agricultural
and pastoral schemes controlled by the Department (including subsidies) was
£795,565 (compared with £780,014 for the previous year), while the Depart-
ment’s proportion of the receipts from farming operations amounted to
£707,920 (compared with £667,807 for the previous year). Thus the year’s
working, without recourse to new capital, resulted in a surplus of £39,028
after payment of £67,143 to the Consolidated Fund in interest charges.
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Figures for other years are:—

| Interest paid to

— ‘ surplus. { Consolidated Fund.
£ £
1945 .. .. .. .. .. 29,278 98,100
1944 .. .. . .. .. 57,779 82,851
1943 { 19,151 | 114,172

Cash collections by the Department under each heading showed some
variation when compared with the previous year. Receipts from butterfat
decreased by 36 per cent., while the Department’s share of wool proceeds was
up by 17-3 per cent. Sales of live-stock brought an additional 11-6 per cent.,
and the returns from miscellaneous items (including crops) which are grouped
under heading “ Sundries” rose by T per cent. Taken over the whole the
collections in cash were 7-8 per cent. above last year’s total. The actual
amount of the revenue collected under each heading was as follows: butterfat
(representing the Department’s vetention, which averaged 44 per cent.,
£185,389, compared with £192,484 for the previous season; wool sales, £120,947,
as against £103,036 for 1945; live-stock sales, £375,559, in comparison with
£336,500 for the previous year; and sundry receipts (erops and farm
produce), £32,657, the previous year’s receipts being £30,479.

On State-financed schemes the volume of daivy-produce decreased last
year from 5,756,5911b. to 4,9204351h. (due in part, no doubt, to the
abnormally dry season experienced in the North), while the wool clip of 6,019
bhales showed an inerease of 94 hales over the 1945 scason.

The twentv-one stations financed by the Native Trustee and the Maori
Land Boards produced a total of 1,966 hales of wool, as compared with 2,069
bales for the preceding vear. On the Fast Coast Native Trust stations 3,331
bales were shorn, the previous year’s eclip heing 3,653.

The live-stock returns at 31st March, 1946, show a decrease in the number
of dairy cows carried, with an inerecase in the number of hreeding-ewes. The
tallies (with the previous year's figures shown in parentheses) on the farming
schemes financed by the State ‘were as follows: cows milked during the season,
39,044 (43.382); other dairy stock, 23,808 (20,291); run ecattle, 31,256
(26,954) ; hreeding-ewes, 169,279 (163,173); dry sheep, 121,979 (116,779).
The seventeen Native Trust stations were carrving 7,797 (7,559) run eattle,
30,946 (32,350) breeding-ewes, and 30,987 (30,410) dry sheep, while the figures
for the Maori Land Board stations were 3,719 (2,972) run cattle, 15,374
(17,5652) breeding-ewes, and 18,031 (14,212) dry sheep.

The average number of employees of the Board during the vear was 1,510.
This figure exeludes farm-managers and foremen directly engaged by the
Public Service Commissioner and is again exelusive of the 1,880 settlers now
established on unit holdings. High rates of pay heing offered in outside
industries (a particularly disturbing effect of the war upoen pastoral oceupa-
tions) has set the Department a problem of re-creating, where it has heen lost,
interest in farming.

Employees on departmental farming activities totalled 1,273, and on
Native housing 198. ’

Grants from the Consolidated Fund to the Land for Settlements Account
amounting to £126,673 for the vear enabled the Board to undertake the
development of land which otherwise could not he economically eultivated.
The amount was expended by way of subsidies, which are granted to farms
on a percentage basis varyving with neecessity according to the nature of the
country heing improved. On schemes in eourse of development and properties
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- being farmed by the Board men are employed on contract work at standard
rates of pay which enables the provision of a reasonable standard of living
for workers on marginal land, particularly during the winter months.

Horticulture

The process of evolution of the Maori from his simple pre-pakeha days
to his position in the complexities of modern conditions has, through its very
abruptness, produced a state of confusion and uncertainty in the minds of
many, with their inherited ideas conflicting with their immature desires. This
hesitancy, due to lack of experience or insufficient knowledge, and often
mistaken for lack of ambition or initiative, is not readily comprehended hy
the pakeha with his generations of steady improvement and progress behind
him, but, nevertheless, is an obstacle that must be overcome, and the apparently
haphazard and aimless activities that have retarded progress tor so long must
be supplanted by a more ordered way of life. -

Many have overcome all the handicaps and achieved prominence in
various professions or activities, but much remains to he done for the less
advanced amongst the race.

Recognizing that the foundation of a race is in the home and that pride
in home is reflected in the general national welfare, it is logical that emphasis
should be placed on home conditions as a basis for moulding or introducing a
wider conception of all that participation in modern life entails. The Board
seeks to improve the standard of living by promoting a higher appreciation ot
home values—that is, the difference hetween a house in a hare paddock and a
home in the full meaning of the word. This is particularly appropriate with
new houses erected under the housing scheme, where the initial pride in
possessing a new home may hé extended to the general henefit.

Admittedly, the way will not be easy, but by making fruit-treces more
readily available, advising on suitable subjects for garden decoration, assisting
in the laying-out of gardens and the like, to stimulate the asthetic sense
which is so pronounced in some members of the race, much can be achieved.
Activities in this direction ecannot bhe shown by statisties, but, nevertheless,
claim can be made to some progress. Coincident with home bheautification,
attention is being given to production of vegetables for home consumption and
the wutilization of small areas in commercial small-fruit culture and flower-
growing,

A commencement has been made with planting the Maraenui Experimental
Area. Further planting will he done during the coming season in frec
tomatoes, passion-fruit, feijoas, Chinese gooseberries, citrus, and avocadas, and
any other suitable types that become available.

The demonstration plot at Whirinaki suffered severely from the drought
and results were disappointing. In this area fruit and shelter trees are being
grown by the Whirinaki Young Farmers’ Club for their own use, but have
suffered, a set-back, the dry season having retarded progress for twelve months.
A strain of maize procured from Motiti sueceeded well and should be valuable
in replacing the poor strains being grown at present. The interest in this
club is still at a high level and its eduecational value cannot he overestimated.

Increased guantities of fruit and shelter trees are heing grown this vear
in the departmental nurseries. Muech remains to be done in providing shelter
and fencing timber on development schemes and unit properties, and as
lahour and material become available, efforts are being made to make up the
leeway lost during the war years. Last year the demand for trees exceeded
the supply, and for the coming planting season up to 2,000,000 hédge and
shelter trecs will be available for distribution. It is anticipated that they will
all be utilized.
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Approximately 800 fruit-trees werve distributed last year, and 1,300,
including ahout 400 citrus, will be sent out during 1946.

The assured disposal, at satisfactory rates, of market-garden produce
" during the war vears has encouraged various Maoris to eontemplate entering
into commercial production. Mueh waste land or partially used land in the
proximity of Maori settlements could be eonverted to profitable use by this
means, and it is hoped that the example set by some of the more progressive
will hbe an incentive to greater effort by others.

Individual marketing and inability to follow market trends owing to
comparative isolation facilitates exploitation by astute buyers and has heen
the cause of much disappointment and loss to growers. The Department, in
aeting as agent for the growers and providing instruction and assistanee in
orowing and marketing produce, is performing a valuable serviee: at no cost
to the erower. During 1945 produce to the value of approximately £9,000,
made up of 3351 tons of maize, 132 tons of potatoes, 90 tons of onions, and
504 tons of kumaras, was marketed on hehalf of growers from a comparatively
small area in Tauranga alone, in addition to kumaras, potatoes, and onions
from (fishorne and other distriets. As the bulk of this produee is new
production and an extra effort hy the produecers, it can he accepted as an
indication of* the latent possibilities in this direction, and suggests that under
sympathetic guidance the Maori can become a significant foree in the national
economy. Distancee from the markets and the consequential heavy cost of
transport arve effective barriers to the progress of many loealities, and ways
and means are being esplored to overcome these handicaps.

The opening of vegetable-processing works in Wairoa has filled a long-
felt want in providing a means whereby small holders can profitably use
arcas too small for other farming activities by producing erops for which a
market is assured. Approximately 87,000 tomato plants were grown by
twentyv-eight Maori families in Wairoa and the surrounding distriets, and
almost without exception the returns, notwithstanding the dry season, have
heen highly satisfactory. The Native Department service of instruction and
adviee to these people, who were inexperienced in tomato culture, can justly
claim credit for the introduction of a very promising industry. Asparagus
culture has been commenced, and extension into other lines is antieipated.
Similar serviee is available as required and is being used to the limit of
staff ability to eope with positions as they arise. Recognizing the limitations
and the handicaps under which many of the Maori people are labouring, the
scope of departmental activities is being enlarged to provide the specialized
mstruction necessary to enable the Maori to compete on an equal footing with
his pakeha neighbours.

During the wvear experimental plots of sunflower sceds suitable for oil
processing were planted at Huramua (Wairoa), Tauranga, and Whirinaki.
Oil-cake made from sunflower sced contains over 36 per cent. albuminous
substance and up to 10 per cent. fat and is therefore a valuable concentrated
cattle-food. The remaining part of the flower after threshing can be used
as a coarse fodder. The husk of the sunflower may be used for fuel and is
the material for obtaining furfurol (a volatile oil), while ashes of the stalks
and flowers contain up to 30 per cent. potassium carbonate and may be used
for the production of potash required in the textile and soap-hoiling industries.
After inquiries were made in Russia and Canada, a small eonsignment was
received as a gift from the Dominion of Canada, but owing to the extremely
dry eonditions prevailing and the lateness of the season when the seed arrived
only a small quantity was used this year (it was, in faect, sown for seed to
inerease the quantity available next year), and larger areas will he sown next
spring. The sowings, considering the late planting and drought conditions,
were successful.
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Recently field work was undertaken for the preliminary investigation of
limestone deposits adjacent to areas of concentrated farming settlement, and
this resulted in the purchase, for installation on the east coast, of a mobile
limestone pulverizer capable of producing 40 tons of lime per day.

From a development point of view, agricultural lime (which must be
rich in caleium content and is usually shell lime with a phosphatic element)
and builders’ lime (from a fine-grained, white, chalky stone) are important.
Outerops hetween Te Araroa and Hicks Bay have shown a caleium carbonate
content of 94 per cent. to 96 per cent., and their working will enable the
supply of lime to farms and schemes pr owouslv denied a supply through the
prohibitive cost of transport.

Ahuwwhenua Trophy

The annual competition for the trophy donated in 1933 by Viscount
Bledisloe for the most progressive Maori farmer was this yvear judged by the
Field Instructor of the Department of Agriculture stationed at Hamilton.
The winner, Henare Paraone, a unit of Clevedon, in the Waikato-Maniapoto
Distriet, was commended by the judge for the manner he has broken in and
brought into profitable production such a quantity of hard and poor country.
The unit is a good, all-round farmer, has a good knowledge of fat-lamb raising,
bacon-production, and bheef-production. He does all his own buying and
selling of live-stoeki and plans farming operations well ahead, showing wisdom
in making a large quantity of hay and ensilage during 1944-45 when grass
was plentiful.

The second placed competitor, Robert Tanginoa Tapa, of Ranana, in the
Aotea Distriet, has done very good work in breaking in country that was
infested with blackberry, gorse, and ragwort. Good judgment had been
exercised in bringing in small areas at a time.

Wiremu AMatene Naera, of Waiotemarama, in the Tokerau District, was
placed third in the competition and commended by the judge as a thorough
and economical man who looks after his farm well, while Teemi Lawson, of
Torere, was placed fourth after mention was made of the work he had done
breaking in country previously infested by ragwort.

Weather

The abnormal weather conditions experienced during the past twelve
months are reflected to a certain extent in the returns from farming. During
the earlier part of the period departmental farms in Taranaki (Aotea District)
experienced a rainfall in excess of the normal, while other areas experienced
a deficiency, particularly between Hastings and East Cape, where the fall was
less than a quarter of the mormal. In June nearly all districts received

- roughly half the usual rainfall, and this condition continued into July and
August, except in Nelson, where rivers were in flood during the latter month.

Generally the dry conditions continued except for some periods of broken
weather which hindered shearing and harvesting, and it ean be said that at
this time the dryness beeame critical in Hawke’s Bay. It was not until the
middle of March that the North Island distriets suffering from the drought
received any beneficial rains, but when they did most pastures made a
sufficiently good recovery to ease partially the winter fodder position, which,
however, is still critical. Palliative measures taken include the purchase of
hay in Otago and Southland (where harvests were satisfactory) for transfer
to the drought-stricken areas, particularly in Tokerau and Waikato-Maniapoto
Districts covering North and South Auckland, and the Waiariki and : Taira-
whiti Distriets covering Bay of Plenty, Taupo, Northern Hawke’s Bay,
Gisborne, and Kast Coast areas.
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Maori Land Boards

The financial positions of the Maori Land Boards—Tokerau and Waikato-
Maniapoto in Auckland, the Waiariki Board in Rotorua, Tairawhiti Board
in Gisborne, Aotea in Wanganui, and the Ikavoa and South Island Boards
in Wellington—are sound. A full report on the farming activities of these
bodies, controlled by the Board of Native Affairs, appears in Part II of this

report.

Native Trustee

The investments of the Native Trustce and the seven Maori Liand Boards,
controlled, as they are, by the Board of Native Affairs, show a sound financial
position. At the eonclusion of the last financial vear the Native Trustee had
£246,930 invested in Government securities, £358,615 on mortgage, and a
further £58.929 by way of overdraft to stations and other farm properties.
The Maori Liand Boards at 31st March had £280,932 on deposit with the
Native Trustee, £314,236 invested in (overnment securities, £242,273 invested
in mortgages to various Maoris, and had granted overdrafts amounting to
£118,985 to various properties engaged in primary produetion. The total
liability to Maori beneficiaries of institutions under the control of the Board
of Native Affairs was £883,586, this heing covered by investments amounting
to €1,442986, reserve funds of £391,388, and cash balances of £111,954.

Native Housing .

At 31st March, 1946, 58 teams with a total of 198 workmen (including
23 rehabilitation trainees) were engaged on building, including plumbing
and painting. Expert supervision is exercised over the operations by 17
Supervisors with headquarters in various localities, mainly in the North
Island, but covering also the South Island. There were 110 jobs in progress
at the end of the vear. Operations are morc fully dealt with in Part IV of
this report.

Maori Rehabilitation Finance Tomanittee

During the year twelve farms were purchased for ex-soldier settlement
and sixteen men established on holdings. Forty-two advances were made for
the purchase of furniture and fifty-four for the building of homes. A full
report on the activities of the Committee for the past year appears in Part V
of this report. .

The Board takes this opportunity to aecknowledge the unlimited debt to
members of the Maori race who served with the Armed Forces in all their
activities, both overseas and in New Zealand. The Board pays homage to
those who fell in the scrviee of their country and extends to the bereaved
relatives its full sympathy, and trusts that those invalided home will soon be
restored to their best health.

In coneclusion, the Board acknowledges the services of all officers of the
Native Department, who, in carrying out the Board’s intensive policy of
extending development and production, are materially contributing to the
Dominion’s national economy.

Accompanying this statement are reports on departmental development
schemes, on Maori Liand Board and Native Trust farming operations, on
activities under the Native Housing Scheme, and upon the work of the Maori
Rehabilitation Finance Committee and the enterprises under the wmgis of the

East Coast Commissioner.

Native Minister.
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PART I.—STATE DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES

~ The provisions of Part I of the Native Land Amendment Act, 1936,
which repealed and rveplaced section 522 of the Native Tand Aet, 1931,
authorize the Board of Native Affairs to advance State funds for the purpose
of developing the lands of the Maori people and for assisting them in farming
ventures. Although other means of finance are available, the State development
schemes are by far the most exteusive.

For administrative puirposes, schemes and farms ave grouped in areas
coineiding with the Maori Land Board and Native Liand Court Districts and
detailed supervision of farms is undertaken from the Department’s five district
offices, with assistance from the eighteen sub-offices located in more remote
localities. (

It may be stated that in the wmain there are four classes or kinds of
schemes which come under the heading of State development schemes, viz.—

(1) Land-development sechemes, which have for their ebject the breaking-in
or development for ultimate settlement of blocks or compact areas
of Native land. This is the first stage, when the area is run as a
station until eonditions are suitable for subdivision.

(2) Unit development schemes or settlers” farms, for further developing
small holdings alrveady settled or being farmed by Maori individuals
or families. This is the second stage of development, when an
advanee is made to the individual farmer (unit).

(3) Base farms, which have been established for the purpose of assembling,
holding, and distributing live-stock to surrounding schemes and for
change pastures.

(4) Bulk Schemes: Facilities for the interim holding and later
distribution of bulk purchases of farm requirements, or ventures
such as extensive post- and batten-splitting undertakings.

Before any land owned or oceupied by Maoris is gazetted or brought
under the provisions of Part T of the Native Land Amendment Act, 1936, the
Board of Native Affairs requests that a meeting of assembled owners be held
and, a resolution passed agreeing to the proposal, or some such evidence of
agreement be obtained. ¥ollowing this, the procedure usually adopted is to
organize man-power, if possible from the owners of the land, but otherwise
from unemployed Maoris, on contracts upon the arvea for all kinds of work,
such as_clearing bush, serub, fern, and noxious weeds, ploughing, fencing,
draining, sowing grass-seed, and manuring. On the whole, good value has
been obtained in the past for expenditure on contract work. When the
development is sufficiently complete, including the provision of a home, cow-
shed, and other necessary buildings on a section, the owners are given an
opportunity, before the Native Land Court, of recommending one of their
number, or some other person, as the nominated occupier or unit of the section.
The Board of Native Affairs makes the nomination upon the recommendation
of the Court. :

Once a unit has been settled, the field officers have their greatest task
ahead of them, as they must be prepared to advise the Maori farmer, who,
while he may he easy to handle and in need of comparatively little instruction
in breaking in country, is for the most part ignorant of the finer points of
farming. Further, when development is at this stage the land is bearing its
heaviest burden, in that it is expected to provide a livelihood for the unit, to
make provision for maintenance of the seecurity, and to provide capital for
the coimnpletion of development.

The Department has in the field a supervisory staff of forty-three officers
whose work is co-ordinated by a Chief Supervisor. In addition, there are ten
foremen and overseers, the latest appointment being that of a dairy foreman
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at Ruatoria. The latter will give greater supervision in a eclosely settled
dairying district than has been possible in the past, and should be able to
render invaluable service to the local dairy-farmers and the dairy factory alike.

The repayment of moneys advanced is obtained, for the most part, by
way of orders on dairy factories in respect of the individual settlers’ output,
and, varies as to the proportion according to the circumstances of the particular
settler in relation to his production and loan liability, but in average cases
is fixed at 40 per cent. As only a proportion of the total area under develop-
ment has so far reached the stage of production, it can he expected that for
some time t¢ come returns each vear will show an inecrease in the volume and
value of production.

Following will be found a general report on each distriet, together with
a review of district schemes.

TOKERAU NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

The Tokerau District embraces the whole of the North Auckland Peninsula
and supports a large Maori population which is steadily increasing. The unit
farmers in this atea are mainly engaged in dairying, although in many cases
on land whieh is not altogether suited for this type of farming. Progress,
however, has been steadv, but has been retarded somewhat by the shortages
and the high costs of materials during the war period.

During the past year climatic conditions have not been favourable. The
early spring was cold and wet and was followed by a long dry spell in the late
spring and summer which developed into the severest drought experienced in
this district for very many years.

Kumara-growing by the Maoris in some of the favoured valleys of North
Auckland is providing a welecome addition to ineome, and the Maoris find a
good market in Auckland for their surplus production.

A profitable sideline also has been the collection of agar seaweed by the
Maoris on the west coast hetween the Hokianga Harbour and the southern end
of the Ninety-mile Beach. In some cases, however, the Maori units have heen
tempted away from their farms, with a consequent effect on general
maintenance.

During the vear high prices have been received for kauri-gum, and this
also has attracted many units to the gumfields, with similar results. ~

A branch of the Young Farmers’ Club has been in existence in Whirinaki
for some time and has done very good work among the young Maori farmers.
A move in the directien of forming another club at Waima has recently taken
place. The Whirinaki Club has a nursery with 400 orange stocks and a
similar number of peach and apple stocks. Efforts are also being made to
raise shelter-trees by nursery methods. Members of the club during the year
visited the Ruakura Experimental Farm and had a most instructive time.

There are 805 Maori unit farmers financed by the Native Department in
North Auckland. It is estimated that 50 per cent. of these have reached
a reasonable standard of sueccess, and that, of the balance, a considerable
proportion will in time make good. There is a proportion of cases where
progress is not being made owing to lack of interest in farming, bad access,
uneconomic holdings, and poor quality of land.

NaATAKI
This scheme, comprising Crown land, is populated by Te Hapua Maoris.
Three dairy-farms have been established, and it is proposed to open up a
new dairy-shed this coming year. The installation of an ample water-supply
during the year enabled butterfat-production, in spite of drought conditions,
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to be well maintained. The success of this scheme was greatly endangered
during the drought by serub fires, hut strenuous fire-fighting efforts saved
the area. One shelter clump of 1,000 Pinus pinaster planted in 1941 was
burnt, while several thousand trees planted in 1944-45 season died owing
to the dry weather.

OTUREI

Arrangements are well in hand to prepare and subdivide a portion of
the farm for settlement this coming dairy season by three Maori ex-servicemen,
together with the erection of three cottages and three cow-sheds and an
adequate water-supply. Roading also will be given attention. The remainder
of the scheme needs further development before it will he suitable for
subdivision into farms.

OTUrU

This scheme, situated handy to Kaitaia, is now ready for subdivision into
dairy-farms, and it is intended to establish four ex-servicemen as dairy-farmers
this coming season. A commencement has been made in the erection of
buildings. During the past few months run cattle and sheep carried on the
seheme have been gradually disposed of and replaced with good-quality dairy
heifers which will provide the nucleus of dairy herds for the prospective
settlers.

Poraru

No extensive new work was undertaken during the yvear and general
management was very difficult in view of drought conditions. Two classes
of farming are undertaken on this scheme: sheep and cattle grazing on the
back portion, with dairy-farming on the front areas. In an endeavour to
keep the dairy herd in production it was necessary to make available a portion
of the block usually grazed by run cattle, and although no undue losses
occurred, the eondition of the run cattle was seriously affected. The numbers
of breeding-ewes and run cows have been reduced with a view to conserving
winter feed.

Poutu

There has been very little fresh development work carried out during the
year, except that 50 acres has been sown in permanent pasture. The stock
is loolting exceptionally well. Most of the disposal stock has sold well on the
market at Westfield or on hooks at the freezing-works. It is anticipated there
will be a draft of beef cattle ready for the winter market, to be followed by
a good draft of fat lambs during the season. On the whole, the year’s
operations have been very satisfactory.

RUATANIWHA
No active development has been undertaken on this scheme, which consists
mainly of voleanic rock, for some years. Until a suitable water-supply is
installed and fertilizer is available the area will be grazed by Tautoro Base
Farm live-stock. It is divided into ten paddocks and was purchased for
_ development in eonjunction with surrounding areas. Alone this property
could not be worked economically.

TauTORO
Capital works undertaken on this scheme during the year were the
construction of two and a half miles of internal roading, excavation and
metalling of the road from the wool-shed to the main road, the erection of
a new two-horse stable and feed-room, while 30 acres previously eropped were
laid down in permanent pasture.
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~_An outbreak of fire occurred during the drought, and owing to the
timber being in a decayed state it was very difficult and costly to bring under
control. ’

A Polled-Hereford stud bull was purchased early in the season. The
stock on the scheme are now beginning to show the effects of the drought, but
with the normal winter earrying-capacity considerably reduced, heavy losses
are not anticipated.

Wama
Three fairly large dams have been eonstructed in situations from whieh
water may be reticulated to other areas of the farm when necessary. The
hay erop was very disappointing, as only 1,400 hales were obtained from an
area which in past seasons has harvested 4,600 bales.

Wama SoutH A

No large-scale development has been carried out on this scheme of 1,460
acres owing to the diffieulty of obtaining suitable labour and the scarcity of
materials. The ragwort problem is fairly serious on portions and it will be
difficult to control until the country is cleared.

This area is steep and broken and a portion is covered with heavy bush
serub and fern and the remainder is light to heavy bush land. The property
is badly watered, so that development costs will be high.

WAIREIA

A fairly extensive programme of development has been undertaken this
year. On the flat approximately 60 acres have been drained and cleared. A
large area of the hill country has also heen cleared of scrub and the fences put
in order. The sheep generally have shown considerable improvement and,
despite the very serious drought experienced, the live-stock have come through
in fair eondition.

TEWHARAU

On this scheme, situated near Dargaville, no new development work was
undertaken during the year, although maintenance work has been brought
up to date. The property suffered considerably from the drought conditions
during the year and consequently the dairy and run herds had to be
considerably reduced in numbers. The cows were very heavily culled and the
lowest conditioned breeding-cows were sold off at reasonable prices, considering
their condition owing to shortage of feed. It is anticipated that there will
be some losses in the breeding-cows, but the sheep have made a good recovery
and are looking well.

WAIKATO-MANIAPOTO NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

This district embraces the Hauraki and Waikato areas. In the Thames
and Waikato areas, units are generally engaged in dairying. In the King-
country there are some dairy units and the balance are engaged in mixed
farming. Work during the vear has been restricted to maintenance, but
when fertilizer and other materials become freely available there are large
areas of Native land, particularly in the King-country, awaiting development.

The district has experienced the same dry and drought conditions experi-
enced elsewhere, but fortunately the succeeding mild and rainy autumn has
restored the freshness of the pastures and will take stock into the winter in
fair condition.
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There was a decrease of 88,4521b. in the butterfat-production, or
approximately 11-5 per cent., from units during the year. Production totalled
762,7741b., and this is considered as verv satisfactory, considering the
conditions prevailing. Wool-production from development sehemes and unit
farmers was 973 hales, compared with 983 bales for 1945,

The King-country area continues to experience difficulty from ragwort,
and the dairy units in this area have found it a sound practice to run a
proportion of sheep with their dairy herds to control this noxious weed.

In the Hauraki district the practice of sending out to cach unit monthly
butterfat schedules of all units in the distriet, together with appropriate
farming comment concerning, for example, the necessity of shutting up hay
paddocks, and hints concerning the growing of supplementary crops, has been
adopted. This practice is ploducmo very useful results and mtroduees a
spirit of emulation among the units.

In the Waikato district a portion of one unit property has been turned
over to market-gardening on a share basis, and it is expected that sucecess in
this case, which seems assured, will encourage other settlers in the neighbour-
hood to devote some attention to the production of vegetables as a side-line.
The distriet is particularly suited to vegetable-growing, although a vegetable-
growing undertaking in another area did mot prove greatly sucecessful.

Supplementary erops in the way of oats, soft turnips, and maize have
proved specially helpful during the dry season, and the necessity for some
supplementary feed of this nature has been impressed upon units.

Attention during the year has been devoted to increasing production by
the use of pedigree hulls with good bhutterfat backing, and the introduction
of sires by proven bulls is being eonsidered in suitable cases.

Te Kurrt
The area covered by the scheme comprises heavy-type country and with-
stood the dry spell very well indeed. liive-stock are in good condition, but
the pastures are now showing the effect of the restricted manure quota. The
scheme is now in credit to the extent of €2,276.

MansoENUI

An arca of gorse country was cultivated with tractor and sown down
in swedes, but owing to the consistent dry weather the erop was not a success.
The larger portion of this arca was later sown down in temporary grass and
oats.

MaNGAORA

This scheme comprises a heavier-type country on the west coast, but
development is seriously handicapped by lack of adequate water in the summer
months. The area is not suitable for ploughing, being very hard in the
summer and boggy in the winter. Consequently, it is difficult to renew the
pastures and fertilizer is therefore essential to maintain existing grass. The
live-stock bred are healthy and suitable for transfer to othm schunes for
fattening.

NGAHAPE

This scheme, which lies in the Otorohanga district, comprises light country
originally infested with both ragwort and rabbits. The latter have been
exterminated, but there is still a large percentage of ragwort through the
pastures. This is more noticeable in the areas disked than in the ploughed
Pparts.
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NeuruNvl

This scheme is on very light country originally all in gorse and tea-tree
which was disked whilst standing and then burnt and the area then cultivated
with bush and bog harrows. The land was then sown down in temporary grass.
Following this each year an area of between 60 acres and 70 acres was
ploughed and put into swedes, succeeded by disking and the sowing of
permanent grass. This method of developing unimproved land into permanent
grass has proved most successful.

PUKEMOREMORE

In common with other properties in the district arcund Hamilton, this
scheme has mnot produced results on aceount of the drought conditions.
During the year a new water-bore was put down, resulting in an unlimited
supply at 140ft. The scheme was successful in gaining third place in the
chiller-beef competition at the Hamilton Summer Show, the judging being
both on hoof and on the hooks. The placed bullock was bred on the scheme
and was the only one of the first five placed entrants which was bred by its
exhibitors.

TUNAEKE

This scheme, which covers 406 acres, was commenced on dJuly, 1937, and
is situated about three miles from Whatawhata. When the area was taken
over it was unimproved, but after a programme of subdivisional fenecing,
ploughing, planting, draining, metalling, and building, settlers have been
established on the whole area.

Te UriwHA

Two share-milkers have been established during the past two years, and
as they have proved satisfactory it is now proposed to settle them upon, their
holdings as units of development. Milking will commence on a third sub-
division in about two years’ time. Development of Uriwha was commenced
in 1938 when the property was in a completely virgin state. It is now all
developed with the exception of bush areas set aside for shelter.

‘WAIKARETU

The scheme, which covers 977 acres, has made slow progress during the
year owing to shortage of labour. When taken over the area was badly
infested with blackberry and gorse, but 220 acres are now in permanent
grass with 50 acres more under cultivation.

‘WamMIHA

This scheme is situated in the pumice belt and is also “ sheep sick.” The
sickness, however, has been overcome by econsistent use of cobaltized super-
phosphate and it is now possible to rear exeellent fat lambs and bullocks.

Top-dressing available has been insufficient to maintain the pastures as
they should be kept. The dry spell did not adversely affect the grass,
but the water-supply was insufficient at times. Seventy acres were sown in
swedes and soft turnips, but the erop was a failure owing to the drought.
The whole area was sown down in oats for winter feed.

Approximately 500,000 Pinus radiate have been planted during the last
twelve years, and the stands are making very good growth.

113
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WATARIKI NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

Areas which the Department is actively developing or is contemplating
developing in the Waiariki Distriet in the near future (contingent, as always,
on the available man-power and materials that are still in short supply) are
mainly centred in the following localities:—

On the main Rotorua—Frankton Railway small isolated properties are
assisted under the unit type of occupation and development.

Approaching Taupo in the area adjoining Mokal and Western Bay of
Liake Taupo requests have been received to establish a large-seale development
area in the timber-worked lands around JMokai. This arca was recently
swept by the disastrous fires experienced, particularly in the Taupo region,
this year, and it will be impracticable to undertake development on any scale
until suplies hecome more plentiful.  Some 20,000 acres may ultimately
be brought under the scheme should development, when started, prove capahle
of being sueccessiully pursued.

Bush blocks at Oruanui and Waipapa have been worked for the totara
post and batten timber, but this source of supply will be unavailable unless
it is found possible by the State Forest Service to make a portion of the
remaining totara hushes available, as far as the fallen timber is coneerned.

The arca in the Horvohoro Valley embraces all types of agrieultural and
pastoral activities. Large-scale development was first initiated in this area on
both sides of the road for a distance of sixteen miles from Rotoruna in one
continuous block.  Units, some suceesstul, others found to be unsuitable, have
been established. There is a nursery which supplies trees to distriets beyond
Rotorua, and a plantation of various trees established on Haparangi Mountain.
Lands in this arca weve originally considered to be bush sick, but with the
supply of echalt in the manures used the lands have proved to be of suceesstul
use for intensive cultivation and for dairying and grazing.

Towards the Urewera country is situated the Ngatimanawa scheme, ready
for subdivision for dairving, but which cannot be eut up into smaller arecas
until the diffienlty of communal ownership is overcome; while stretehing out
immediately bevond Rotorua are the ecasy grazing slopes of Tihiotonga, a
Maori Liand Board property which to-day is the most successful, from a
productive and financial point of view, in the Rotorua district. Along the
Te Ngae Road, about three miles distant, the properties of Puketawhero and
Wharenui are situated, practically behind the main bhase farm at Burents,
where some 6,000 cattle and 60,000 sheep are annually distributed to central
schemes in and around Rotorua. Across the range and connecting up with
Puketawhero and Wharenui is situated the Okareka scheme, adjoining l.ake
Okarcka and the recently acquired Miller’s block of European land.

Okere, immediately beyond Mourea, is a compact, large-scale development
area which was formerly timber-covered. This block is an asset of which
the Maori owners to-day feel proud. Disastrous fires swept several hundred
acres of the back country this year, while an extensive storm did widespread
damage to the road fences near Lake Rotoiti.

Taheke, adjoining Okere, continues the development line in a face 1o
the 17-mile peg on the Rotorua-Tauranga Highway. Not particularly suitable
for dairying, this country will make ideal sheep-farms once the land is fully
consolidated for grazing under unit occupation and suitable Maori farmers
acquire the knowledge so essential to success. Okere and Taheke were subject
to Maorl Land Board encumbrances, and in this eonnecction half the Board’s
liability was paid off during the past year. .

The remaining schemes in the immediate vicinity of Rotorua ave that part
of the Waikato party area on the Rotorua—~Whakatane Highway, where gorse
s retarded successful establishment of unit settlers, and the main Tikitere
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scheme, established by Ngatiporou Maoris in the early 1930%. Here four
units are farming successfully on the hetter parts of this sulphur area, while
the scheme proper absorbs the balance area containing much of the poorer
lands and sulphur beds where hot pools and geysers predominate. To this
area has recently been added, by purchase, the European block known as
Waldron’s and which links up with the main road at Mourea. Many sections
will be available for letting on the scheme on the shores of Lake Rotoiti once
a plan of subdivision and roading is decided upon.

Near Te Puke, about seven miles out, the Waewaetutuki swamp lands are
heing actively developed. Progress is slower than on other areas, due to the
neeessity for comsolidation of much of the swamp areca. The need for a
lowering of the Main Kaikokopu drain, econtrolled by the Lands Department,
is apparent here. Towards Te Puke, on the banks of the Kaituna River, is
the Rangiuru scheme, a piece of heavy swamp land that has been brought
into a highly cultivated and productive state but which is still subjeet to
flood-waters. Stop-banking will be required here. At Papamoa a large unit
arvea is being successfully handled by the Department pending the ultimate
oeeupation by the owner, a soldier of the two Great Wars. This farm is
ready for occupation and rehabilitation of the present owner or his soldier son
nominee, at present in the Japan occupation Forees.

Towards Mount Maunganui and cireling around towards Tauranga
Township are situated the schemes of Mangatawa (to which has been added a

Native land purchase), Ngapeke (a fairly broken picce of land mainly
suitable for grazing and to which a Native land purchase was added),
Maungarangi (the arca formerly known as the Bank Run), and Kaitimako
{the first of the Tauranga schemes to be developed). These Tauranga schemes,
before being taken under Native land-development, were an eyesore and a
menace to the European developed lands of the country. To-day they are in
a profitable state of production. Numerous unit farms for rehabilitation of
returned Maori servicemen will be available once the demand by this class
ot settler hecomes the need of the moment. Up to the present there has heen
practically no inquiry for farms by Maori servicemen in the area, but later,
when they have had a chance to re-establish themselves in the ways of civilian
life, it is anticipated that numerous inquiries for establishment as units will
be reeeived. :

On the Tauranga—Whakatane Main Highway at Matata overlooking the
seashore is to be found the land-development scheme of Hauani. This scheme
has, through lack of labour and shortage of materials, been seriously retarded
in its development. A first essential to bringing in several thousand acres
here is the establishment of a suitable water-supply. In the meantime, a
share-milking herd under an experienced Maori farmer is run, with a few
hwndred wethers on the balance of the areca.

In the immediate vieinity of Whakatane and overlooking the town and
the Ohope beach is the Ngatiawa seheme, an area which consists of a large
tract of poor ecountry having a road irontage of cight miles. It is being
profitably handled as a station. There is constant demand by interested
owners Tor its establishment and subdivision into unit daivyv-farms, but the
practicability and wisdom of this has still to be assessed by a speeial commiitee
to be set up by the Board of Native Aifairs to inguire into this aspeei of its
Tfature administration.

Towards the Tarawera country, in the vieinity of Edgecmmbe, is to be
found the Putauaki scheme, a large portion of which has been developed, but
which has been found to dry out badly under summmer conditions. ,Uuit
ocecupation of this and the Omataroa Block can be proceeded with once
building-materials become available. Farther on is the Waiohau Valley scheme.
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Numerous units are established here, but the greater part of the block is
nnder scheme development and it will be necessary to leave it so until the
problem of the ragwort is controlled.

At Ruatoki, in the Opouriao Valley, a large tract of very fertile land
is under the occupation of some 150 units, with a smaller area of the newer
country capable of settling about five returned soldiers bheing handled hy the
scheme. A general administration unit, comprising store-shed and office, with
residences for the Supervisor and storeman, is centrally situated. Herd-testing
improvement has been earried on in conjunection with the Native school, and
the knowledge imparted to the yvounger generation of Maoris will, it is hoped,
have a marked effect in futurc years in the more scientific management of
the dairv herds. River erosion, uneconomic unit areas, the upkeep of a
water-supply, the settlement roading maintenance, and the ragwort menace
iiave necessitated annual labour subsidies.

Near Opotiki many unit farms are loeated, particularly at Whakatohea
and Torerc. Tt has been found in a number of cases, as at IHorohoro near
Rotorua, that the necessity exists for running sheep to control the ragwort
menace, and to this extent some farms have practically gone out of dairying
and into sheep-farming. This is only a remedial measure, however, and as
soon as the lands are in a fit state for dairying they will revert to this method
ot farming. Some of the farms in the back country at Torere have had
to be amalgamated with other unit holdings owing to their inability to be
successfully farmed as independent holdings.

At Haparapara a veverted leaschold is being handled which, with a hack-
country run at Ohotu, eomprises a Dblock suitable for grazing only.

From Omaio to Cape Runaway the unit areas of Omaio, Te Kaha, Orete,
Whangaparaoa, and Te Piki ave being eclosely farmed. These farms have
shewn a definite financial improvement during the past five years and,
despite frequent drought conditions which are an annual occurrence on this
part of the coast, many Maori farmers are earning a payable farm income.
In this area is situated the Orete II Station, a mountain block suitable only
for grazing. The flat, being leasehold land, was acquired by the Department,
and on this property, known as the Orete Dairving Section, a share-milker is
established. A committee of management of the owners assists the Department
in ity control.

Te Piki, started in the early years of the depression for the emplovment
of surplus baori labour, presents a problem in land-develospment that will
exist for many vears to come, though its adjoining neighbour, Potikirua, a
station proposition only, is a financial suceess.

Rate obligations to the Counties of Opotiki, Whakatane, Tauranga, and
Rotorua were met, as in previous vears, by the Department on behalf of the
various settlers on those scheme lands where an excess of revenue over main-
tenance costs vresulted. Land-drainage liabilities have been met in the
Rangitaiki and Waewaetutuki areas.

Despite a particularly severe drought this summer and many disastrous
bush fires, coupled with the reduction of dairy herds by heavy culling through
shortage of feed and the neecessity to reduce herds to run sheep to control
the ragwort menace, the butterfat-production percentage drop is only 11 per
cent., which must be considered exceptional considering the difficulties
encountered. -

Numerous cases of unit occupation have been investigated by the Native
Land Court in the past year and recommendations made to the Board of
Native Affairs thereon. Wherever practicable, particularly at Iorohoro,
leases have been granted to successful unmits. There have been no requests
during the past twelve months from units for release from the Native land-
development administration.
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In the matter of subsidies a drastic reduction was decided upon, and
Supervisors generally report that this has effeected an improved outlook on
the part of the umit oceupicrs. Times are good at present in the matter of
employment offering to unit farmers in the off months, and while it has been
the policy to permit units to work outside if their farms are being adeguately
managed, a constant eye is kept on those who are likely to jeopardize their
farm work for the additional money of casual lahour.

Reports on individual schemes are appended.

BrexTs FaArM

Situated three and a half miles from Rotorua, comprising 335 acres of
freehold and 49 acres of leasehold, the property is the base farm for stock
movements in the Rotorua central distriet. Pastures are in first-class eondition
and the farm was carrying at 31st March 194 run cattle. In addition, sheep
from other schemes are handled during the seasonal operations and 17,700
sheep were shorn last season, while 6,447 head of ecattle were purchased and
transferred to other schemes. Casual labour for the stock work is obtained
from stockmen and hands from other schemes with twenty-five casuals
engaged from time to time for the seasonal operations. This has given a
fair measure of work to the local Maoris. Drought conditions were particu-
larly severe during January and February, but by judicious management
and feeding the stock was kept in a satisfactory condition. Six hundred fat
lambs were sent to the freezing-works, and this, combined with the regular
saley of fat cattle and wethers to the local market, has enabled the finances
once more to reflect a very favourable position. .

Kartimako
The 595 acres of this scheme are easy and rolling in contour and situated
on the Tauranga— Te Puke Highway about five miles from Tauranga. There
were originally 953 acres in this block, but three unit settlers have been
established and these are now under the Waiariki units section of the
accounts.

KapeExga No. 2
Located on the south side of the Rotorna—Atiamuri Road about seven
miles from Rotorua, this property adjoins Tuhourangi and Kapenga schemes.
It covers 400 acres, all of which are suitable for development and are in
permanent grass. Ultimately the area will be subdivided into 100-acre farms.

MANGATAWA
A new water-supply has been installed. Polled-Angus breeding-cows are
now being run on the property with satisfactory results. Fat-stock sales
during the year have been very good. Second-growth gorse is still requiring
. attention, and this provides general farm work employment for five men.
This property has not yet reached a stage suitable for subdivision into smaller
holdings.

MATATA

There are five established units and one share-milker on this scheme,
which lies on the coastal plain about twenty-five miles north of Whakatane.
the share-milking herd is now self-supporting, with the exception of the
purchase of tested bulls.
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MAUNGARANGI

A portion of the homestead block has been set aside as a nursery for
fruit and ecitrus trees. Some excellent pip- and stone-fruit trees have been
sent throughout the district, while there are at present a large number of
citrus trees which will he available next season.

MAUNGAROA

This scheme, which lies on the hanks of the Kereu River, was taken under
development following the surrender of the lease in 1937. Access is by an
eight-mile track up the river-bed. The country is mainly steep hill faces,
there being only 400 aeres of flat. Maintenance work and control of rushes
have been carried out, while 160 chains of new fencing have been erected.
Six hundred posts and 5,000 battens were split. Renovations to the manager’s
house and additions to wool-shed yards have generally improved the conditions
of this scheme. A four-stand shearing plant was installed and sheep now do
not have to be driven down the river to a neighbouring station to be shorn.
The drought did quite a lot of good on this station, ag water is plentiful and
the shortage of grass caused the stoeck to clean up quite a lot of rough
pasture. As this is a back-country run difficult of access, it cannot be
considered as a unit subdivision proposition.

OKAREKA

This scheme covers 2,122 aeres and lies about seven miles from Rotorua
.adjoining the Puketawhero and Wharenui Blocks (Tihiotonga Station). It
is mainly rough and broken hill country, but is responding to development and
carries wethers and run cattle very well. During the year an adjoining block
of 800 acres was purchased and development will start on this area as soon as
conditions permit. During the year internal roading was carried out; this
will enable better use to be made of manure and give more effective control of
the stock.

OKERE

This scheme lies between Lakes Rotorua and Rotoiti and is for the most
part easy hill country. There are still some 2,000 acres in standing bush.
The area developed carries a very good sole of grass and fat stock turned off
have been of excellent quality.

The debt to the Waiariki Maori Land Board incurred prior to develop-
ment has been partlyt liquidated, and it is anticipated that the balance of this
debt will he paid off hy June, 1946.

ORETE
This property is about sixty miles east of Opotiki and is run as a sheep
and cattle station. An additional area of 360 acres has reeently been taken
over and a share-milker installed.

Prxa

This scheme is situated on the Atiamuri Road about three miles from
Rotorua. Maintenanee work only has been carried out during the year, but
a new manager’s house, wool-shed, and dip are under construetion. The wool-
shed and dip will obviate the present necessity of driving sheep to Brent’s
Farm for shearing, dipping, and crutching. Sheep from other schemes will
also be handled on the place.
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Te Pk

Situated near Cape Runaway, the scheme is at present run as a sheep
and cattle-holding property. Maintenance work on fences, roads, and drains
has been carried out during the year. The nursery attached is doing well and
will supply the shelter trees for coast schemes. During the year 25 acres of
grass were sown down and 25 acres of root crops put in, while 10,000 pine-
trees were planted. New fencing totalling 80 chains has been completed
with 100 chains of repair work. Twenty tons of hay were harvested. This
is a difficult scheme on poor-class country. It was established to find work for
the unemployed in 1933.

Puravaxt

This scheme, which is situated at the foot of Mount Kdgecumbe and
around Te Teko, has about 6,000 acres of flat, voleanie-ash-covered soil and
is very severely affected by dry conditions. The recent drought made it
necessary to stint some stock in order to get the lambs away, while surplus ewes
were sent to the freezing-works. At present it is difficult to say whether
the rain will bring away a fresh sole of grass, and it may be necessary to
resow large areas. The hay and swede crops suffered badly and are very
light indeed. A manager has recently been appointed to this area.

RoTORUA NURSERY

Situated on the Taupo Road three miles from Rotorua, this nursery is
well established under an expert Maori nurseryman who keeps the schemes
of the district fully supplied with their requirements. Owing to the shortage
of fencing-materials to provide the necessary protection, schemes are not as
fully planted as the Supervisors desire, and a market for surplus trees grown
has been found among local bodies, other Government Departments, and whole-
sale nurserymen. Inquiries are now heing received from settlers under the
Rehabilitation Department.

RuaTanuNA

The 6,596 acres of farmable land of Ruatabuna scheme are situated on the
‘Waikaremoana-Rotorna Highway, where development was originally com-
menced in 1931 to provide assistance to then unemployed Maoris of the
Urewera district. The area is now run as a fully utilized scheme, all shearing
being done at the scheme wool-shed and the wool pooled for sale as ome clip.

Great difficulty has been experienced in handling these lands through
the reluctance of the title-holders to merge the area into a large-scale scheme
for running as a station carrying sheep and ecattle, which is the only prac-
ticable method of dealing with such a large, virgin block of land, isolated as
it is in the heart of the Urewera country by poor roads at a distance of
about seventy-four miles from Rotorua or Wairoa, the nearest railheads.

TAHEKE
This scheme is situated past the Okere Falls about fourteen miles from
Rotorua and is now coming into excellent heart. This year 2,470 fat lambs
were put off to the works. Prior to development, the Waiariki District Maori
Land Board had a mortgage on the lands, and during the vear part of this
was paid off. It is anticipated that the balance will be paid to the Maori Land
Board this June.
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TiHIOTONGA

Three miles of internal roading have recently been completed in this area
to enable manure to be carried to the back areas and give better results in
the future. The scheme, which lies partly at the back of Rotorua, gives rise
to admiration from visitors to the town, as its perpetually green hills stand
out as an indication of the excellent farming possibilities of the pumice lands
of the Rotorua distriet.

3

WAIKAUKAU
This scheme is in the Horohoro area about eleven miles from Rotorua.

The area is well advanced, and consideration is now being given to subdividing
it for settlement by returned soldiers.

‘Wartarikr Distrior UNITS

The unit properties in the Waiariki District suffered very severely from
the severe drought conditions which were experienced during the summer
particularly in January and February of this year. The extensive effect is
reflected in the butterfat-production, which was approximately 200,000 1b. less
for the year than for the corresponding previous period. Further than this,
many units have had to reduce the size of their milking herds in order to run
some sheep: in an effort to combat the ragwort menace, as this, in parts, is
serious. , :

The shortage of man-power throughout the area has reduced the number
of Maoris seeking employment with the Defartment, and as a result only
general maintenance work has, for the most part, been carried out.

TAIRAWHITI NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

The Tairawhiti District extends from Potaka in the Wharekahika Valley
in the north to the Mohaka River in the south, and includes 31 stations,
219 active dairy and sheep unit sections, besides many sections under mortgage
to the Maori Land Board and Native Trustee. The arca under development
has been increased by a further 2,789 acres, which have been gazetted for
development during the year. Aectivities in the Tairawhiti Distriet received a
severe setback by the summer drought, which was unprecedented in its
incidence. The previous season was very dry and was followed by an excep-
tionally rainless winter. In the (fisborne district, garden hoses were used
for watering urban gardens in mid-winter. The result was that little moisture
was retained in the subsoil as a reserve for the summer period, Oectober to
April, and the effect was disastrous: paddocks, although closed as usual for
hay, failed to produce sufficient growth to warrant cutting, while in others,
if the hay was eut, little or no growth followed. Normal sowings of supple-
mentary fodder such as turnips and rape were made, but the lack of rain
prevented growth. To supplement local saving, 400 tons of hay has been
ordered from the South Island.

Cattle suffered heavily carly in the season, as all the rough feed,
the econtrol of which usually requires every available cattle beast to ensure
healthy feed for sheep, was consumed. Those farmers who had spare feed
for grazing were able to let it at a premium, and soon all that, in addition
to rank feed on roads and river-beds, was cleared up. Stock prices dropped
to little more than the price of hides, and in some cases whole herds of cows
had to be put down the chute at the works for only the value of hides. The
normal losses occasioned through deaths were accentuated by the fact that the
whole northern half of the North Island was in the throes of drought and
the annual sales of stock to the Waikato were greatly restricted by lack of
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demand there. Many beasts which it is hoped will be carried through are
little more than walking skeletons and if they live will produce little next
season.  Calving losses will be severe.

To show the influence of conditions on dairy production, the following is
the comparison with last year:—

Butterfat-production,

i )eerease.,
in Pounds. Decrease

]
Scheme. _ !
) 1944-45. ‘ 1945-46. ? Pounds. % Percentage.

T | | | 1
Mahia . b o43.604 | 40,816 | 2788 6
Mohaka-Kahungunu Lo 96,101 L BT,A02 | 38,599 40
Poroporo .. | 17,679 1 13,288 i 4,391 25
Te Araroa .. .. 60,385 | 45.360 | 15,02 25
Tupuaroa .. } 39,517 22,743 ¢ 16,774 42
Waiapu .. 190,567 127,333 ¢ 63,234 33
Wharekahika .. 34,723 27,444 7,279 21
Average decrease . I .. .. ! .. ! 31

Fortunately, to offset the severity of conditions for cattle, the season
proved healthy for sheep, except perhaps for a heavier strike from fly and,
where there was no remaining water-supply, the inability to dip. With the
lowering of the grading of fats acceptable to the works, picking could be done
more ddeply into the flocks. Cull lamb and ewe prices were poor as the
drought extended its duration.

With the drying-up of streams which, within the knowledge of old
residents, had never before ceased running, water for stock was a distressing
problem. Amnimals, starved and thirsty, burst through ftences and useless
Hlood-gates and everywhere could be seen comhing the roads. Unaccounted-for
losses, when future tallies are made, will he inescapable.

In the northern area disaster spread in the wake of fires whieh raged
over thousands of acres devouring pastures, feneces, and buildings. Some
40,372 1h. of grass-seed has been purchased to reinstate pasturce before seeond
growth takes charge.

Supplies continue to he a handicap to extension work. Fencing and
manure are the items in which short supply is most felt. Fencing-posts are
obtained prineipally from the silver-pine forests of Westland at excessive cost.
F'reight charges are heavy for the mnorthern area and, in the absence of
shipping to Hicks Bay, impose undue cost, particularly on manure.

Over three hundred miles of rail and a further one hundred and twenty
miles of difficult road freight nearly doubles the work’s cost of fertilizer, and
this, with the limited quantity available, preeludes the tullest exploitation of
the excellent land—some of the most fertile in the country,

The use of lime is not feasible to any great extent on account of freight
costs, although large deposits of high-percentage caleium limestone exist in
the Te Araroa area. It 1s hoped that crushing machinery can be installed
and this essential soil dressing made available at reasonble costs.

Suceess ean be said to have been achieved with the majority of units. Of
these, some 10 per cent. have achieved the hoped for position of being able
to control their own farming without further need of supervision, many
having developed the land, paid off the departmental liability, and beceme
cligible for leasehold tenure, preparations for which are in train.

The Department has again served as the selling ageney for Maori pro-
dueers of small crops, some 90 tons of kumaras and 10 tons of pumpkins being
marketed. A demand for kumaras, carrots, and pumpkins has grown which
the next year’s ecrops will be insufficient to satisfy.
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Mazia

This scheme, due mainly to its situation on the isthmus and the sunny
side of the Mahia Peninsula, is endowed with a mild elimate, ample rainfall,
and fertile soil. Although butterfat-production dropped slightly from the
total of previous years, the effect of the drought was not nearly so severe
as on other schemes and dairying could be earried on for the full seasom. It
has been possible to provide nearly every dairying unit with a lucerne siand,
and these, with the natural flush growth of grass, enabled ample supplies of
hay to be baled.

MATAKAOA STATION

This avea of 2,400 acres is situated at the northern end of Hicks Bay
and extends along the seashore for several miles. It has made good prugress
despite war 'shortages, and returns allow a substantial dividend to he paid
from the profits.

Monaka-KanuNeUNU

Last summer drought conditions were soon apparent in the light soil of
these schemes. Little hay eould he saved as the growth was completely
arrested, and unless mowing was done early what little feed there remained
had to be grazed to keep the herds going. Extensive sowings of turnips, oats,
and barley were made to provide late winter and spring feed. Perhaps the
benefits of a similar annual programme will become apparent to the units
and the year’s sowings repeated. In 1943 two stations were created from a
number of units with a view to improving the pasture and capital assets. In
one case, owing mainly to management, the trial was unsuccessful, and the
area is being divided between the second station and a former unit holding.
Several of the original blocks should, with suitable pasture management,
become available next year for seftlement by ex-servicemen.

In seven eases in this district the occupiers have failed to progress, and
it has become evident that while they retain tenure no improvements can be
anticipated. These cases will be referred to the Native Land Court for a
recommendation and the owners given an opportunity to give their opinions
at the hearing of the application.

NGAMAHANGA STATION

The main item of interest on Ngamahanga Station during the year was
a soil survey undertaken by an officer of the Department of Seientific and
Industrial Research. His findings disclosed that there is a large tract of
nearly 2,000 acres through the centre of the station where the soil is of such
a nature that it is extremely doubtful if it should he used for grazing.
Accordingly, it has been decided to shut off this traet from the remainder of
the station and use it only for run purposes, although some of it, where the
fire hazards do not appear dangerous, might serve for small plantations.
Experiments in dressing with phosphatic papa were carried out.

PoroPORO-TUPAROA

The Poroporo .scheme produced the only Ahuwhenua Trophy entry for
the district, but it was most unfortunate that this splendid farm was rendered
barren at the time of judging by prevailing elimatic conditions. The judge
stated that nowhere in his travels throughout the Island had he witnessed
such severe effeets of the drought. ,

Uruahi Station continues to pay well and the owners receive liberal
dividends from the farm profits. With the leasing of an inactive unit section
adjoining, a site for a much-needed wool-shed is made available, and the
crection of this will be budegeted for with funds from the eredits the Depart-
ment is now holding. During the year a dip and yards were installed.
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WAIAPU

During the past year the only work undertaken was of a maintenance
nature. Extensive repairs to existing fencing were made, while draining and
grassing were carried out where possible.

The Poroporo Stream dried up for the greater part of its length for the
first time on record. Wherever possible, oats for green feed were sown as
soon as domestic or other crops were out of the ground, but the absence of
rain prevented growth, and little extra feed will be gained from this until
winter.

Water-supply installations gave satisfactory supplies with the exception
of Hahau where the flow became small and could not cope with the demand.
Tt is clear that this supply is overloaded, and efforts will be made to increase
supplies to the unit connections.

A major water scheme to supply all units at Tikapa has heen commenced
by the damning of a good spring with ample water and the building of a
6,000-gallon reservoir in the hills above. An engine and pump has been

obtained, and the whole scheme will be completed for use of units next
summer.

WHARERAHIKA - TE ARAROA

The extensive tree-planting of previous years was furthered during the
vear, and when the plantations attain maturity a much felt need will be filled.

Though a large expenditure of mouney has cleared extensive areas of land
and provided them with fencing and surface sowing, the time has arrived when
the advent of mechanized means of cultivation and improved supplies of
fertilizer should bring about much more intensive use of the warm land in
the belt near the sea. So far it has not been possible to do much more than
preliminary work.

In the Te Araroa scheme there are four areas run as stations all of
which have shown profits and, with the exception of Rangiata, have reduced
their liabilities at last balance date. Marangairoa 1ia 24 had a credit of
£958 with the Department, £600 of which was paid to the owners by way of a
dividend. -

AOTEA NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

The Aotea District comprises an area the boundaries of which extend
from White Cliffs (Parinihinihi) in the North Taranaki Bight and extend
across country to Tarawera, some miles west of Lake Taupo, and thence in an
irregular south-westerly direetion to the sea at the mouth of the Rangitikei
River. The district includes the ancestral domains of several notable tribes
whose deeds are recorded in the history of the Dominion—namely, the Ngati-
Hau (Wanganui), Ngarauru, Ngati-Ruanui, Taranaki, Ati-Awa, Ngati-Apa,
Neati-Pikiahu-Waewae, Ngati-Hauiti, Ngati-Whiti-Tama, and Ngati-Tuwharetoa.

Large .areas of land are available for development in the Manunui-
Tokaanu arca, and the prosecution of further large-scale development on these
schemes should be undertaken as soon as modern mechanized plant is available
to clear and cultivate the land.

The aggregate butterfat-production for the vear was 374,919 1b., showing
a decrease of 12 per cent. on the output for the previcus year. In view of
the unusually dry summer which prevailed, this result is considered satis-
factory, but was largely attributable to the fact that dairying was commenced
by four unmits in the spring of 1945. It would appear that some units may
have a difficult year during 1946-47, as in certain instances it was not
possible for adequate supplies of hay to be saved, and in other cases crops
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for supplementary feed were not successful, particularly in the Tokaanu area.
The continued inadequacy of fertilizer-supplies is shown in the pastures and
maximum production cannot be expected until increased top-dressing manure
is available.

Koroue

The work on the halance area of this scheme has been largely restricted
to maintenance of existing improvements and grassing areas that have been
previously cultivated for crops. The pastures are showing the results of the
insufficiency of fertilizer during recent years, while the ahnormally dry season
has caused further deterioration.

An area of 100 acres was sown with swedes and chou mollier, the crops
being satisfactory considering the conditions. To provide shelter-belts, 25,000
trees were planted, but owing to the dry weather conditions the results were
disappointing and it will be necessary to replace many trees. The protection
of the trees entailed the erection of 200 chaing of fencing. ’

Exceptionally good work was carried out in the destructlon of rabbits,
although the full benefit of these activities will not be realized until several
intervening areas are brought into the scheme to provide an unbroken tract
of land for rabbit control.

Maxuxtr

During the year, 500 acres were felled and grassed on Puketapu 3B C and
3¢ 4, which adjoin areas previously sown in grass. Owing to shortage of
labour it has not been possible to split firewood in any appreciable quantities,
but the large amount of good fallen logs available will provide a lucrative
source of revenue to the scheme as well as much needed supplies of fuel for
North Island markets as soon as men are available to split it. The rabbits
on the scheme have been vigorously attacked in co-operation with the Meringa
Rabbit Board and good results have been obtained. It will be necessary,
however, to continue these operations for a further year or two.

The Manunui unit sections are adjacent to the Manunui-Tokaanu High-
way, with the exception of one at Piriaka. There are nine settlers occupying
2,671 acres, but two of these being probationary units are included under
balance area in the accompanying statistical tables. Six of the nine units are
dairying in addition to grazing sheep and run cattle and for the year 1945-46
produced 18,2991b. butterfat. This represents a considerable increase in
production from the scheme and is due to two units commencing dairying
during the year. The remaining three units occupy holdings on which it has
not yet been considered wise to commence dairying. They occupy between
them 1,538 acres.

OHINEPUHIAWE

The two units on this scheme are situated on the banks of the Rangitikei
River. The land is heavily infested with gorse and dries up early in the
summer. Neither property can he considered cconomie in its present state,
but the revenue received from the few cows milked is usually sufficient to
meet interest and other charges, and in each case a home is available for a
family and work is readily obtainable in the adjoining township of Bulls.

Praama

The sole unit has an exeeptionally fine holding of 337 acres and is milking
84 cows, which produced 14,007 1b. butterfat. In addition to rearing surplus
dairy heifers for disposal, he has a flock of 1,290 sheep which, during the
year ended 31st March, 1946, produced 16 bales of wool and 562 lambs for
sale. During the past two years this unit has erected one of the finest milking-
sheds in South Taranaki, the whole of the cost being met from surplus revenue.
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RanNana
This scheme was taken over for development in 1930 and was then largely
individualized by settlers on sections approximating Native Land Court
boundaries whiech in many cases could not provide an eeconomic holding and
which also ignored such important factors as water-supplies, road access, &e.
In many cases dairying had been commenced on pasture which had not
consolidated and on areas where the weed growth was beyond the capability
of the individual settler to control. The result was that during the sueceeding
yvears many of the unit properties were vacated for various reasons and the
balance area of 3,006 aeres, of which 1,326 acres are in pasture, remains.
The difficulties that arise when a scheme is fully individualized when taken
over for development was pointed out in the issue of this report published in
1932, and subsequent experience has proved the wisdom of developing lands
in blocks and establishing pastures by rotational grazing prior to utilization.
There are several good sections now ready for settlement but for which no
satisfactory units arc at present available, although it is hoped that the owners
concerned will agree to these lands being made available for the settlement

of returned servicemen on a leasehold basis.

RaxeaTava Busn

The splitting of bireh fencing-timber on an approximate area of 500 acres
near Ohakune has been carried out by the Department since 1939 and the
operations have provided large supplies of fencing-timber for various land-
development schemes in the North Island. Early in 1941 the control of this
project was transferred from the Waikato-Maniapoto Distriet to the Aotea
District, but the operations of the Department in this area must cease in
December, 1946, when .the license of the firm which holds the timber-cutting
rights in the same area expires and haulage to the railhead of the Depart-
ment’s produce will be no longer available. There are at present sufficient
orders on hand to absorb the greater part of split material awaiting haulage
and further posts, &e., which can be split during the unexpired term of the
license.

TAUREWA

A commencement has been madeg in the development of the Whangaipeke:
Blocks of 999 acres, but progress is restricted to the labour available. Ring-
fencing connected with the Manunui scheme is being proceeded with. The
present access is difficult, entailing a crossing of the Wanganni River, but
ultimately the further development of the adjoining Manunui scheme will
provide a satisfactory road from the Manunui-Tokaanu Higchway through the
Hohotaka Block.

One unit has been established on this Tuwharetoa seheme and runs sheep
and cattle on a gazetted area of 552 acres, of which approximately 300 acres
are in grass. Frequent changes in live-stock are necessary to control noxious
weeds and consolidate pastures. The stock carried on 31st March was 291
wethers, 71 steers, and b dairy cows.

TOKAANT

Thirty thousand trees were planted on the scheme, hut owing to climatie
conditions a econsiderable number did not thrive and heavy replacements
will be necessary. ' Excellent results have been achieved by the use of phos-
phorized pollard for rabbit-destruction, but this work must be continued for
some time to come. The rabhit-fence erected between the Tongariro River
and the south-eastern corner of lLake Taupo is proving effective.
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Warnr-Pukawa

Development operations have recently commenced on Pukawa 24 and
‘Waihi-Kahakaroa 2 and 3A and an area of 500 acres sown in grass, of which
350 acres is in permanent pasture. This course was rendered necessary owing
to a fire which burnt through the serub and fern during the late summer, and
advantage was taken of the excellent seed-hed provided by the ash. Tt is
intended to ring-fence the area at an early date and stock will be provided
in the coming spring. These lands are situated on the elevated plateau at the
south-western end of Lake Taupo, and the scheme has great potentialities as
a Tfarming proposition.

WANGAEHU

The total area is 196 acres, comprising 120 acres in pasture and the
balance in medium to heavy gorse growth. A marked improvement has been
effected in the control of second-growth gorse by increased subdivisional
fencing and rotational grazing under striet control. The water-supply is
confined to dams on the lower levels, and for this reason it is not considered
that dairying on a large scale should he undertaken. It will probably be
some years hefore the gorse is entirely under control, and the property should
then support one unit grazing ewes and wethers and possibly a small dairy herd.

IKAROA NATIVE LLAND COURT DISTRICT

The houndaiies of this distriet enclose Manawatu, Wairarapa, and the
greater part of Hawke’s Bay. Fortunately, the drought experienced over
most of New Zealand during the past summer did not have any disastrous
effeet on development schemes in this distriet, while the extra outlet cut at
the mouth of the Manawatu River has brought relief from the usual flooding
that in the past has affected the lands in that area.

HoMEWO00D

This scheme is on the ecast coast of the North Island approximately forty-
two miles from Masterton. It is situated in what might be termed a dry
area, as on an average cvery third season is a drv one of almost drought
intensity. = This season was no exception, there being no rain for months and
at one stage the position looked very serious, but now the feed outlook is
good and all stock is in good order to enter the winter. Sheep and cattle
are the main source of revenue, as the major portion of the block is second-
class hill country and undeveloped. It is considered that about 550 acres
would be better suited for growing trees than for pasture. Of the total area,
approximately 450 acres can be cultivated and cropped, and this year, as an
experiment, 7 acres of Montgomery red clover was harvested. Thirteen and
a half bags of seed were threshed and will realize an estimated return of £35
per sack. This year 20 acres of scrub were cut and ploughed and 25 acres
of worn-out pasture broken up. As more labour becomes available, these
areas will he increased.

MAKIRIKIRL

This scheme is in the Wairarapa district about four miles from the
Mangamahoe Railway-station. Climatic conditions were normal on this block
during the year. The area used for stock is approximately 275 acres, the
balance being in bush and scrub. *An area of 15 acres has been stumped
and cleared of timber and is now ready for cultivation This was a parti-
cularly dirty area and, with timber and blackberry, was a home for rabbits
and ragwort, both of which are plentiful on this secheme.
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MANAWATU

In past vears this scheme has experienced numerous setbacks owing to
flooding by the Manawatu River, but this danger has now been practically
eliminated by an extra outlet being cut for the river to reach the sea. Butter-
fat returns for this year have been much improved on previous outputs, but
there is room for further improvement vet. This vear, in addition to dairying,
a small area was used for market-gardening. From an experimental point
of view this was a suceess, but no great profit was made. With the experience
gained a greater measure of financial success might be expected on future
occasions, but one great drawback is the transporting of materials and produce
across the river, as the scheme is now virtually an island. It is intended
next season to establish three sharve-milkers on this scheme and to cull and
replace quite a number of the cows at present in the herds. With close and
continuous supervision, good results may be expected.

PORANGAHAT

The balance area under development is 832 acres of good second-class land
"about one mile from Porangahau. A very severe drought made conditions on
this scheme very difficult for live-stock, as all the ereeks and sprines dried up.
A small P.A. breeding herd has been established with good results.

SOUTH ISLANT) NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

KAIWHARE
Comprising an area of 514 acres on the main south road about ten miles
north of Kaikoura, this scheme usually suffers from an excessive rainfall, but
the weather conditions during the vear under review have heen reasonable
and growth during the autumn promises to he good. The lambing percentage
was 874 per cent, which is very good for this type of country, and the wool
clip averaged just over S1b. per sheep and sold at over 13d. per pound. The
“death-rate was light, approximately 3 per cent. The flock has heen heavily
culled and satisfactory prices obtained. One hundred of the hest wether
lambs have been retained to assist with the control of the fern, &c. The death-
rate of cattle has heen exceptionally heavy, brought about hy the cattle
eating branches of ngaio trees that had been blown down. When these branches
begin to wilt they are very poisonous for stock. This, eombined with rust on

the bracken fern, was the cause of the loss.

SOUTHLAND SCHEME

Satisfactory progress was made, notwithstanding unfavourable wet and
cold weather from October to February. The principal development item
consists of the clearing of 37 acres of logs and stumps. In addition, appre-
ciable headway was made with fencing and, to a lesser extent, drainage. Two
works recently completed consist of the extension of electrie-power line to
certain parts of the scheme at Colac Bay and the formation of 52 chaing of
new road at Wakapatu. Both these items represent definite progress. There
is one development lease in the scheme.

WAIRAT
Climatic conditions during the vear under review have been very erratie
and- major flooding occurred during August and November. The summner
months have been very good and the prospeets for autumn and winter feed
are good. The lambhing percentage was extremely poor, but this was due
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to the flooding which took place just as lambing had commenced and necessi-
tated the shifting for grazing of 600 ecwes The wool clip averaged just over
84 1b. per fleece and sold at approximately 14d. Willows are heing cleared
along the Marakoko River in preparation for the use of the drag-line to
deepen the Marakoko drain, and when this work is completed it should be of
material assistance in keeping the water-level in the internal drains at the
lowest possible level, which is very neccessary for the successful running of
the scheme. '

PART II.—MAORI LAND BOARD UNDERTAKINGS

The Maori Tand Boards, which were first constituted under the Maori
Land Settlement Aect, 1905, are empowered hy statute to make advances
from their Common Funds for the purpose of assisting Maori farmers to
develop and improve their lands. The Board of Native Affairs, as in the case
of the Native Trustee, is empowered to exercise a substantial measure of control
over the investment, on mortgage or otherwise, of moneys in the account of
a Maori Liand Board. A Board may also, out of funds at its disposal, purchase
and farm lands, or may advance monev for the farming, improvement, ov
settlement of any Native freehold land, or may guarantee the accounts of
Maori dairy-farmers with any co-operative dairy company. In addition to
advancing money on mortgage to Natives, a Maori Land Board may, with
the consent of the beneficial owners, carry on any agricultural or pastoral
husiness, or any other business or occupation connected with land and the
produce thereof, on hehalf of and for the benefit of the owners or such Maoris
as may be interested in the businesses carried on.

The supervision of the Board of Native Affairs is exercized by requiring
annual budgets for the ensuing year to be submitted for approval, together
with full trading accounts for the past year. The direct management of the
farming operations is left to the diseretion of the Maori Land Boards, who
are empowered to co-opt the services of field officers of the Department for
SUPervisory purposes.

Four sheep-stations are now bheing carried on under this scheme of
financing. The following is an account of cach:—

ANAURA STATION

Situated on the east coast about seven miles from Tolaga Bay and
comprising 5,865 acres, this property was vested in the Tairawhiti District
Maori Land Board in 1929 in trust for three hundred Maori heneficial owners
who, desiring to obtain possession and management of their lands, were unable
to meet the compensation-moneys for the improvements effected by the
European lessees. The area is chiefly hill country of a sandstone and clay
formation, and although originally carrying light bush and manuka scrub, it
1s now cleared and in pasture with the exception of a small portion consisting
ot hill-top.

The annual meeting of the owners of this station was held at Mangatuna,
the halance-sheet for last year showing that the liability to the Board and
the bank had now been reduced to £12,602 and that there were no other debts
owing. The book value of live-stock appears in the bhalance-sheet at £10,257,
and general improvements are valued at £29,840. A dividend of £1,394 was
«istributed to the owners, and various donations were made to worthy
welfare ohjectives during the year.

The work on this farm was mostly maintenance; the only eapital works
were the erection of two houses to be occupied by shepherds. This station
suffered from drought during last season, this being the worst drought ever
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known in Tolaga Bay district. However, the rainy weather in April and
May helped considerably to make a recovery as regards the feed available for
stock.

At the present time there are 1,028 run cattle, 8,025 sheep, also 15 horses
on the property. - During the year 2894 sheep were sold off with 303 cattle.

Te Kao DAIRY SCHEME

The Te Kao lands, vested in the Tokerau District Maori Land Boaxd,
comprise the Parengarenga and Pakohu Blocks in the North Auckland distriet.
These were blocks in respect of which the Native Minister had redeemed
survey mortgages and which were vested in a Maori Counecil by section 3 of
the Maori Liand Claims Adjustment Laws Amendment Act, 1904. By section
287 of the Native Land Aect, 1909, these lands were brought within Part XV
of the Act of 1909, and are now within Part XV of the Act of 1931.

The Te Kao Native settlement on these blocks lies on the shores of
Parengarenga Harbour about forty-five miles to the north-west of Awanui
and about twelve miles from the nearest European settlement. The population
consists of about 330 Maoris—men, women, and children—who are oceupying
approximately 4,325 acres of land which may he eclassed as heing one-third
good, flat or drained raupo swamp, one-third sandy gum country, and the
halance clay ox very light semi-voleanie soil.

By the end of 1924, gum-digging had ceased at Te Kao and the people,
members of the Apouri Tribe, were in dire distress. They were living in
crude corrguated-iron shacks, many of them heing without floor or lining, the
families were ill-nourished, and the infantile-death rate was one child in
everv four under twelve months old. The President of the Tokerau Distriet
Maori Land Board was empowered to advance money to the loeal people for
the establishment of farming ventures. These settlers have sinee had their
. aceounts transferred to the Native Departnient and they are now units under
the Native land-development scheme.

Morikau Farm

This property is situated om the Wanganui River some forty-seven miles
from Wanganui and adjoins the Ramana development scheme. The lands,
which comprise parts of the Morikau No. 1, Ranana, and Ngarakauwhakarara
Blocks, were vested in the Aotea District Maori Land Board by Orders. in
Council under section 4 of the Maori Land Settlement Aect Amendment Act,
1906. During the vear 1910 the Board decided, in lieu of leasing the land to
Natives to farm the property under Part XV of the Native Land Act, 1909,
and has continued to do so under the provisions of this Aet (now Part XV
of the Act of 1931).

The farm comprises an area of 11,806 acres, of which 5,735 acres have
been developed. Activities during the past year have been restricted to
maintenance and seasonal station operations, and, despite frequent changes
in staff, the maximum possible work has heen carried out. The access road
has been re-formed and is heing metalled to the wool-shed, while a road has
heen formed for a distanee of approximately two and a half miles into the
property.

The latest balance-sheet (30th Junec, 1945) revealed permanent improve-
ments, £43,025; investments, £10,390; sundry assets, £1,043; and live-stock,
£16,064; or a total security value of £70,522, apart from the unimproved value
of the land.

During the past year the owners resolved to appropriate sums aggregating
49,000 for the reconstruction and renovation of pas on the Wanganui River
and as a contribution to the Ngarimu Scholarship Fund, and approval of
these proposals is at present under consideration by the Native l.and Court.
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WAIRAWA STATION

This farm inecludes the freehold areas of Waikawa 28 and 3 (7,193 acres)
with Waikawa 212, a leasehold of 81 acres. The Walariki District Maori
Land Board first advanced money to this scheme in 1930, when it was brought
under the provisions of section 23 of the Native Land Amendment and Native
Land Claims Adjustment Act, 1929, as a salvage measure. The station can be
fairly classed as hard, rough country which is purely a place for dry sheep
and unsuitable for breeding. TFour thousand acres of the property is in bush,
mostly in the back area, while the front portion near the sea and the road
access is in fair pasture. Ragwort is a serious menace on the property and
the Department is fully alive to the consequences which would ensue if this
were allowed to seed the large area farmed in the vieinity of the infected areas.

The future working of this property is at present under consideration
by the Board of Native Affairs.

‘WATORONGOMAI STATION

This sheep and cattle station farmed by the Tairawhiti District Maori
Land Board is situated in the high country near Ruatoria, on the east coast.
The area, 13,845 acres, varies from light hills and river terraces in the front
to steep and stony ground forming the headwaters of two swift-flowing rivers,
the Waiorongomai and Mangaoporo, at the back. The height above sea-level
is for the most part between 500 ft and 800 ft., while the rainfall is well over
100 in. per annum.

Owing to its steepness and the rough stream-beds, the hill country is
exceedingly diffieult to work, especially during the winter, when the track up
the Waiorongomai Stream is out of use for days at a time.

The land had been leased to a successful farmer from 1907 until the
expiry of the lease in 1942, when the incorporated owners decided to seek the
assistance of the Board in farming it themselves, and accordingly the Maori
Liand Board was authorized, under section 523 of the Native Land Aect, 1931,
to manage the land and earry on agricultural and pastoral pursuits on behalf
of and for the benefit of the heneficial owners. There is considerable scope
for development and improvement of the front area when fertilizers are
again available, and when sufficient work has heen dome it will be possible
to establish two further small dairy-farms in addition to the two already
leased to Maoris without eramping the area required for the sheep.

DISTRICT MAORI LAND BOARDS: ADVANCES TO MAORI SETTLERS

The following table indicates the 1easures of assistance granted to
individual Maori farmers for the purpose of developing their lands as at 31st
March, 1946 :—

Tots |
Total { Number of Mortgages,

o Advances
. | toMaovi |
Maori Land Board. I Settlers | ]
; under ; Farming Other
i Mortgage. | Purposes. | Purposes.
: !
| L
Poe !
Tokerau .. .. .. o 2,543 ! 1 | 4
Waikato-Maniapoto . . 4.380 13 ! 3
Waiariki .. i 6,637 | 10 ! 9
Tairawhiti .. .. 66,952 | o201 | 34
Aotea .. .. .. .. ‘ 24,691 ! 12 44
Tkaroa . ‘ 2,124 ¢ 20 16
South Island i 3,472 3 1

Totals - - 1110799 | 20 T 14
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PART III.—NATIVE TRUST ACTIVITIES

The Native Trustee is a corporation sole established under the Native
Trustee Aet, 1920 (now 1930). By legislation passed in 1929 and 1930 the
Native Trustee was authorized, in addition to the numerous duties already
devolving upon him by previous legislation, to undertake the development
and farming of the land of Maoris on behalf of the owners thereof. The
moneys under his control comprise both the Native Trustee’s Common Fund
and special investments. Moneys in the Common Fund comprise—

(a) Purchase-moneys and compensation held on hehalf of heneficiaries.

(b) Rents received from Native lands on behalf of heneficiaries for whom
the Native Trustee acts—Tfor example, the estates of deceased
Maoris, lunaties, and econvicts.

(¢) Rents received from reserves vested in the Native Trustee—for
example, the West Coast Settlement Reserve.

(d) Moneys deposited by the various Maori Land Boards. (These moneys
are held by the Maori Land Boards on bhehalf of their own
beneficiaries.)

(e) Moneys deposited and held on hehalf of various funds, such as the
Maori Purposes Fund.

Special investments are those expressly dlreeted to be invested otherwise

than in the Common Fund and are held on behalf of beneficiaries.

The Board of Native Affairs exercises control over the financial operations
of the Native Trustee—that is, over the investment on mortgage or otherwise
of moneys available for investment in the Native Trustee’s account, over the
expenditure on all farming operations underaken or approved by the Native
Trustee, and over the appointment of Supervisors or managers in respect of
farming operations.

Section 25 of the Native Trustee Aet, 1930, provides that the Native
Trustee may, so long as he thinks fit, occupy the whole or any part of
vested lands as a farm and carry on any agricultural or pastoral business,
while where it is deemed expedient several areas may be occupied and farmed
conjointly, notwithstanding that the several areas may be owned by different
sets of owners.

The farming operations of the Trust may be conveniently classified as—

(1) Native lands vested by the Court under section 25 of the Native
Trustee Act, 1930.

(2) Native lands acquired under mortgage or in respect of which the
Native Trustee is mortgagee in possession.

(3) Maori estates in respeet of which the Native Trustee has bheen
appointed administrator.

The Native Trust Office, which was amalgamated with the Native Depart-
ment in 1934, was the subject of decentralization in Jumne, 1938, when the
administration, supervision, and detailed management of plopeltles vested
under section 25 of the Native Trustee Aect, 1930, were transferred to the
distriet offices at Auckland, Wanganui, and Glsbome subject to the general
control of Head Office. The proposals have, in the year under review, been
carried further, in that the preparatory work for the transfer of the
administration and supervision of properties under mortgage and of Maori
estates has been put in hand.

The following statisties illustrate the extent of the farming operations
under (1) above:—

Number of properties .. .. .. .. 16
Area (acres) .. .. .. .. .. 52,166
Number of sheep .. .. .. .. 61,933
Number of ecattle .. .. .. 1,797

Wool elip, 1945-46 (bales) .. o L0 1,225
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Particulars of each station referred, to are appended helow. Details
concerning trusts and estates must, however, he omitted, as private estates
are involved.

AHIRAT STATION

Ahirau Station, which is being managed by the Native Trustee as mort-
gagee in possession, comprises three leasehold properties totalling 1,180 acres
near Te Ararca, in the Matakaoa County. For some years after entry by
the mortgagee the margin of security was small and only salvage expenditure
could he incurred. Stock carried at 30th June, 1945, was: cattle, 250;
sheep, 1,640; while 41 bhales of wool were shorn. The stock is in good order
and no buying exeept sires is necessary

AOHANGA STATION

This station is situated on the east eoast in the Akitio County and
comprises three blocks of land—mnamely, Mataikona Nos. 1, 2, and 3—containing
in all 17,723 acres. Of this area, 907 acres are reserved for occupation by the
beneficial owners, leaving 16,816 acres to be farmed as a sheep and cattle-run
by the Native Trustee. As with Hakurenga, the Native Trustee undertook to
control and farm this land expressly for the benefit of the owners without
having previously invested money in the property. Control was taken at the
vequest of the owners after a lessce, whose term of occupancey concluded on
28th February, 1930, had allowed much of the property to revert to second
growth and serub and the improvements deteriorate seriously.

HAKURENGA STATION

This farm, comprising Waipire A 15, A 16, A 20, and A 21 Blocks, is one
of the properties which the Native Trustee undertook to control and farm
xpressly for the benefit of the owners without having previously invested
money in this venture.

The property was subject to a guavanteed mortgage, and as it was going
back the guarantor was considering withdrawing his guarantee. As the
committee of management was not in a position to obtain a new guarantor
or to arrange the finance necessary to meet the situation, a request was made
to the Native Trustee to take action in order to prevent the sale of the
property, which was subsequently vested in the Native Trustee in terms of
section 25 of the Native Trustee Act, 1930.

Located near Waipiro Bay, on the east coast, this farm covers a total of
2786 acres. The contour of the country is fairly easy hills, but the pastures
generally require constant crushing to he kept in order. When taken over
in 1930 the farm was in a very neglected condition, but this has been remedied
and the quality of the stock and pastures has heen good for some vears.
Breeding-ewes ave considered a far better paying proposition here than dry
sheep, so that each year mostly wether lambs are sold to leave more breeding-
ewes. The station is in good heart and carries 3,005 sheep with 441 cattle.
The last shearing produced 71 hales.

HEREHERETAU STATION
This station originally comprised an avea of 6,373 acres, being Here-
heretau 2a and 2p Blocks, the title being a lease from the Crown for a term
of thirty-three years from the Ist January, 1922, with a right of renewal for
a further term of thirty-three vears. Subsequently an area of 2,536 acres
of the leasehold was surrendered to the Crown, thus reducing the area to
3,837 acres.
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The station is situated eighteen miles from Wairoa and six miles off the
main highway through Whakaki. An area of 146 acres is sub-leased to an
adjoining owner, thus enabling advantage to he taken of a natural fence-line.
An area of over 500 acres is still in virgin bush. The station forms part of
the assets of the East Coast Maori Soldiers’ Fund.

Hixowar StartioN

Situated on the main Kast Coast Road six miles south of Tokomaru Bay,
this property contains 806 acres, of which one-quarter is alluvial flats. When
taken over in May, 1937, the pastures were deteriorating to a marked degree.
Prior to the war the old native grasses were turned over and the soil sown
with good English varieties, resulting in an increased ecarrying-capacity.

The station, however, has suffered during recent years from changes in
the management (at one stage there were three managers in less than four
vears), but a European rcturned serviceman has now been appointed, and
under his control the farin should have a chance of proving what it is really
capable of producing.

Stock has been carefully culled, and after next year sufficient should be
bred to make further purchases, with the exception of sires, unnecessary.
Improvements yet required are a new wool-shed, dip, and water-supply for
Jouse and paddocks on the flat.

Hora StaTioN

This property, containing an area of 6,514 acres situated at Hicks Bay,
in the Matakaoa County, comprises part of the assets of the East Coast
Maori Soldiers’ Fund. The major portion of this station is extremely hilly
and includes about 2,000 acres of bush which it is considered uneconomie to
fell, but the Waikohu Block of 1,393 acres, which was acquired to offset the
proportion of unworkable hill country, is reasonably easy land and ineludes
some 450 acres of flats, part of which is alluvial.

A severe fire swept the hill portion during the summer, consuming the
drought-dried pastures, fencing, scrub, and stock. Some 2,300 acres were
swept and required 426 bushels of grass-seed at excessive cost for resowing.
Rains coming in late March and April brought on a good strike and the
area will provide excellent sheep-grazing next spring. Replacement of the
fencing is difficult. Severe reversion to serub has ocecurred on parts of
Wharekahika 183 Block, where, owing to lack of manure and labour, the
permanent pasture could not be held. The management has been assiduous in
obtaining grazing for the stock, and the ensuing year commences with a good
supply of fodder and grazing and sufficient stock on hand to obviate the need
of further purchases.

Hurakia StaTioN

Marangairoa 1c 5 Block (584 acres), which is farmed as Hurakia
Station, was vested in the Native Trustee on 27th October, 1944, in order to
salvage an investment. It lies on the sea-coast a few miles from the East Cape
and when taken over carried 370 sheep in very poor condition. When certain
patehes of serub have been cut and the country opened up with tracks the
stock should improve in condition. Omne subdivision fence has been erected,
enahling 40 head of cattle and 750 sheep now to be carried. The last shearing
produced 12 bales.

Several factors contribute to making this a difficult place, as it is small,
isolated, and devoid of essential improvements for satisfactory working.

2—G 10



G—10 34

KAHUITARA STATION

This property covers the Kahuitara A 2 Block of 792 acres, situated in
the Waiapu County about four miles south of Ruatoria. Six hundred acres
are in easy to steep hills, the balance heing flat land (168 acres alluvial), and
the whole is admirably adapted for mixed farming. When taken over the
property had not been properly subdivided and slips on the unstable
boundaries had left gaps in the fence-lines. Considerable expenditure, which
has been centred mainly on the flats, was required to bring the farm into
a reasonable state of production. )

MARANGAIROA STATION

This station consists of 1,478 acres in the Matakaoa County four and a
half miles from Te Araroa Township. It is composed of approximately 90
acres of high country, the remainder being easy sloping hills and good flats.
The whole place is well watered by streams and crecks, except the highest
point, where a good site for a dam is now available Four hundred ecattle
with 2,400 sheep are carried on the property, which is subdivided into seven
main paddocks. During the past vear 49 hales of wool were shorn.

The net profit from the station during the period under review was
£856, and during the previous vear £919, so that the mortgage account is
being steadily reduced.

MOTUWEKA STATION

Situated near Porangahau, this station comprises five blocks of Native
land which are mortgaged to the Native Trustee and farmed by him eonjointly,
and also two leaschold properties, the total area farmed being 4,789 acres.

During the vear one and a half miles of boundary fenee has been renewed,
and the station is embarking on a long-term agricultural policy whereby it is
hoped to inerease the carrying-capacity. On the whole, stock are in good
condition, but losses due to the unsatisfactory state of fences are above the
average.

Porurt StaTiox

Pohutu Station covers 3,796 acres in Matakaoa County close to Te Araroa
Township. It is a nice property easily acecessible from many points by good
roads. It is subdivided into twenty-four paddocks and includes 196 acres of
standing bush. The area is used for mixed farming and carried at the latest
tally 5,423 sheep and 930 cattle. On grass land are 3,293 aeres which, when
taken over, contained a heavy proportion of ratstail that had been allowed to
get into a rank state under previous management. Posts and battens can be
supplied from bhush standing on the property, and a bullock team is used to
transport these as required.

TAKAPAUOPAPA STATION

Takapauopapa Station (Marangairoa 14 5 and 1a 6 Blocks) includes 1,272
acres with a capital value of approximtely £7,000. A total of 232 acres are in
bush, 70 acres in steep hill faces, and the balance in easy hills and flat. The
property is about three miles from Te Araroa, and when taken over by the
Native Trustec in 1941 consisted, owing to the poor state of the fencing, of
one paddock, while the pastures were in poor condition and the stock in need
of rigid culling. In the past five years internal and boundary fences have
been re-erected and the stock culled and replenished.
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The station has proved itself as an economic holding and, but for the
anfortunate depredations of fire and drought during the summer months,
would have been firmly established as a successful farming conecern

The carrying-capacity is 2,000 sheep and 450 cattle. Net wool receipts
during the past year were £710 from 41 bales.

TAWANUI STATION

This property, being Section 4, Block III, Maungamangero Survey Distriet,
contains 916 acres of Crown leasehold in perpetuity and was acquired by the
Native Trustee as mortgagee in 1931. It is situated near Ngapaenga, thirty
miles from Te Kuiti.

This property is minerally deficient, necessitating regular applications of
cobaltized superphosphate as top-dressing, and owing to the restricted quota
of fertilizer rotational grazing of all stock through top-dressed paddocks is
essential.

Situated as it is at a fairly high altitude and surrounded by high lands,
the area has a high rainfall and suffered no ill effect from the dry spell.
Live-stock is improving and the percentage of fat lambs is incereasing annually.

TAWHITI STATION

Tawhiti Station covers 4,021 acres of hill country on a peninsula a few
miles north of Tokomaru Bay in Waiapu County. The actual good grazing
area is only about 2,280 acres and the bulk of this is of poor quality, due to
past mismanagement. Stock losses in the past few years have been heavy
and have precluded any improvement in the station’s finances. A Huropean
manager has recently been appointed, and there is everv indication that with
the necessary encrgetic handling this station’s account may be placed in a
better position. The stock ecarried is 2,063 sheep and 292 ecattle and the wool
clip this year was 51 bales.

No station in the district causes more coneern than does this one. Of
very rugged contour and containing one-third of sub-marginal land, it has
proved very hard to work and has failed to carry stock numbers comparable
with its size. Reversion to serub is prolific and insufficient stock can be
carried to offset this tendency. Subdivisional fencing is pushed on with as
far as labour is available, and progress was attained when an unfenced portion
of the boundary of some two miles length was completed. Stock losses were
severe, partly from drought conditions and partly from the nature and
location of the property. Cull stock showed the effects of drought and
vroduced prices which could he expected in an unusually poor market.

TIRATT STATION

This property is located about four miles from Dannevirke and comprises
+733 acres of easy-lying country very well placed for fat-lamb raising. Tt is
the Manawatu No. 4p Block and was mortgaged to the Native Trustee, hut
as the condition of the security was rapidly deteriorating the control and
management of same was vested in the Native Trustee in terms of section 25
of the Native Trustee Act, 1930. When taken over the land had deteriorated,
the pastures run out, no ploughing had heen done, nor had the land hbeen
top-dressed.

During the past year most of the work done was maintenance, including
the repairing of 307 chains of fencing; 30 acres were sown in grass with rape,
and this fattened some 700 lambs, while a further 20 acres were cleaved of
stumps.
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WATOTAAPI STATION

In the Waiapu County near Tokomaru Bay, 699 acres, being Waipire
A 228 3 Block. are farmed as Waiotaapi Station. When the management was
taken over in 1941 the country was In poor shape and the Dprime necessity
was to renew pastures and fences. As far as possible this has been done, so
that the farm now supports 1,002 sheep and 144 cattle. Thirty bales of
wool were produced during the past year. Prior to the Native Trustee taking
over the management the property had been unsuceessfully used as a dairy-
farm.

Probably none of the stations in this distriet suffered so severely from
drought as did Waiotaapi. Being all hill country, pastures were barren at
an early stage and stock were reduced to bare existence.

PART IV.-NATIVE HOUSING OPERATIONS
GENERAL

The rate at which new houses ave heing provided for Maoris has showu
a steady increase during the past vear, although the general conditions relating
to man-power and materials have again proved a serious handicap to attaining
the desired annual output of houses ‘

While all possible assistance has been granted by the Supply and Works
authorities in providing supplies, the shortage of key bhuilding-materials such
as timber, cement, roofing, wallboards, baths, and ranges has enforced a
restriction on constructional activities commensurate with the rate .of supply
to ensure the full employment of workers. This position has been most evident
in the matter of timber-supplies, and it is apparent that under the present
system of zoned distribution progress will continue to be limited. As an
emergency measure where other timbers have not been readily available, the
use of Pinus insignis timber has been adopted in some districts for certain
framing purposes on conditions regarding its use similar to those approved
by the Housing Construction Department for State rental houses. Where
Pinus insignis is used, the approval of both the local authority and the
prospective home-owner is first obtained. While the use of substitute materials
and construetion has heen considered to combat the difficulties of the timber
position, their use has been prohibitive for various reasons, such as the shortage
of cement as a bhasic material for such substitutes, the heavicr costs involved
by their use as related to the already limited financial resources of housing
applicants, and the limited trade cxperience of the majority of workers
employed or available for such forms of construction.

Negotiations with the various Supply authorities are in progress for an
improved basis of supply to meet the hecavy programme ol work ahead, and
it is hoped that early in the coming year this aspect of the housing activities
will be considerably improved to the extent that bulk purchase of materials
will be facilitated. For this purpose stores and works depots are now being
established in kex locations throughout all districts.

One of the greatest difficulties confronting the Department, and this
is apparent in all branches of the building industry, is the lack of skilled
and experienced tradesmen capable of taking charge of building tcams and
giving trade instruction to the large numbers of unskilled and partially
experienced workmen otherwise available. As a result of the preponderance
of semi-skilled labour now employed without an adequate proportion of
experienced labour, it is found in many cases that labour costs have increased
unduly. This applies particularly to Maori housing, where operations are
scattered widely throughout country distriets.
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A similar position arises among contractors, who are unwilling to take
country work due to the volume of other work available in the more closely
settled centres, to which large numbers of skilled artisans migrated during the
war years. Among seasonal workers there are many excellent tradesmen whose
services are unfortunately not available regularly throughout the year. This
fact further handicaps consistent progress and proves an unreliable source of
labour.

Under these conditions a long-range plan, with particular reference to
apprenticeship orders, is being adopted whereby more attention will be given
to the employment and trade training of Maori youths under qualified
working instructors. This plan should assist in the economic advancement of
the Maori in the industrial field.

The number of building teams now operating is 58, as against 30 teams
operating last March, while the number of workers engaged on housing
construction total 198.

As an aid to the trade training of Maoris in addition to meeting the
requirements of the housing programme locally, proposals are in hand for
the establishment of the joinery workshop and general works depot at Rotorua.
This will be the first of several to be crected in key districts for the purpose
of extending training and works facilities in connection with the constructional
and maintenance aectivities of the Department.

Constant attention is being given to improving the standard of Maori
housing by providing those amenities necessary to safeguarding the welfare
and health of the people. The standard of houses now being provided is in
conformity with the New Zealand Standard Code of Building By-laws. One
of the greatest problems, however, is that of bringing the costs of satisfactory
housing standards within the financial means of applicants with large families.
Taken generally, the economie status of the Maori restricts the degree to which
modern housing standards can be adopted, and accordingly housing standards
have to be modified to provide the bare minimum of accommodation and
amenities consistent only with health requirements. Unless some form of
assistance can be guaranteed to bridge the gap between the costs of such
housing and the financial ability of the large family groups, endeavours to
provide. adequate housing standards will be handicapped. This matter is
recelving constant attention with a view to arriving at a satisfactory solution.

One pleasing feature of housing operations is the widespread interest
being ercated among Maoris, who are developing a house consciousness to a
high degree and the will to effect savings for such purposes. This is particu-
larly noticeable in the commendable manner in which the majority of owners
are reacting in their care and usc of the homes alrcady provided.

With the reecent appointment of an architect, the establishment of a
complete plan service scheme for housing is now in hand. This serviee will
provide a wide range of designs suitable for rural and urban communities and
the varying needs of housing applicants.

The trend of industrial development, with its large demands on labour,
is presenting an ever-increasing housing problem by the large numbers of
Maoris migrating to the industrial centres for factory employment. Similarly,
Maoris are heing absorbed more and more into commercial, clerical, and
professional employment in the cities and townships, where they hold no
land interests, a basic requirement for housing advances. The Department
has fully investigated this aspect of housing on a rental basis and submitted
recommendations which are now being considered by the Government.

The need for the maintenance and improvement of existing securities has
been fully recognized by the Department for some time, and now that the
housing organization and the staffing position has developed to a stage where
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it can reasonably cope with the volume of work of this nature, in addition to
new constructional work, attention can bhe given to regular inspection and
the remedial work required. Office and field procedure for handling this
work will be in operation shortly. .

The estimated ten-years works programme covering general development
and rehabilitation housing as recently submitted to the Ministry of Works
provides for the erection of approximately 6,000 new dwellings (excluding
rental houses) and the altcration, maintenance, and repair of approximately
3,000 existing housing securities. The monetary value of this programme is
estimated at about £7,000,000, but the extent to which the housing programme
can he realized successfully will bhe dependent on various factors such as the
question of supplies, the availability of additional trained and experienced
tradesmen, and the degree of financial assistance that can he granted in
meeting the housing requirements of the large family and poor economie
QroupPs.

As conditions relating to materials, man-power, transport, and staffing
improve, so it is anticipated that a heavier programme of housing works
can be undertaken.

The present housing works in progress, including new dwellings,
alterations, additions, and renovations, average 110 per month.

TOKERAU NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

The taking-over of the construction of Maori housing from the Publie
Works Department at the end of the previous ycar made a great deal of
organizing necessary, and both the office and field staffs have had to he
inereased to cope with the volume of work, for the number of applications is
increasing each year.

Labour difficulties were at first experienced, but as these were overcome
the question of material supplies deteriorated until at the close of the year
the position was desperate and has retarded operations to such an extent that
the supply position is now the problem. The shortage of building-timber is
particularly acute.

In spite of the difficulties experienced, the number of buildings erected
was an increase on last year’s figure, the completions for the latest period
being—

Houses erected and renovated .. .. Lo 4T
Houses purchased .. .. .. .. 4
Cow-sheds erected .. .. .. .. RV
Implement and store sheds .. .. ..o 2

WAIKATO-MANIAPOTO NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

It was during the year that the construction programme (Department’s
organization) for Maori housing in the district actually became established,
a second Building Supervisor being appointed. Operations have not come
up to expectations, for, although numbers of houses are waiting to he erected,
shortage of labour and materials has been the major problems, and will
continue to be so on account of big hydro-electric and, other Government
undertakings in the district. Timber-supplies are the biggest problem, even
the Timber Controller being unable to assist when urgent jobs are ready for
commencement.

Owing to these factors, building operations have been disappointing, as
the following figures for the year will show:—

Houses erected and renovated .. .. R
Houses purchased .. .. .. .. o2
Cow-sheds erected .. .. - .. ..o 1
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However, the organization is now fully established, and when the supply
of materials improve the construction programme will go forward rapidly.

Houses alrecady erected are inspected periodically and maintenance
carried out as required.

WATARAKI NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

The housing organization, now fully established as a departmental
function, has in this distriet during the past year shown satisfdctory expansion
and consolidation.

At the beginning of the year under the new organization 2 houses had
been erected and 5 were in the coyrse of erection. Iive teams of Maoris were
employed. At the end of the year 22 houyses had been completed and 32
were under construction, fourteen Maori building gangs being engaged on
the work. These gangs have been so placed as to ensure the maximum coverage
of the district as far as materials and organization will permit.

The difficulties met with in the building of houses for the Maori people
are real and numerous, especially at the present time. In nearly every case
it is necessary for applications to be made to the Native Land Court for one
or more orders so that the applicant’s title to the house-site land may be put
on a satisfactory basis. Following the adjustments to title, the legal
formalitics and location survey require attention before any construetional
work can be started.

The labour position has considerably improved, and with the eclose.
co-operation of the Rchabilitation Department a strong Maori building
organization is resulting.

Supervision and transport of materials will always present a difficulty
in this district when working in areas as isolated as Cape Runaway and
Waitahanui (Liake Taupoc). The position at the present time is being met,
but when materials flow more freely further transport and organization will
be required.

Out of the growing consciousness of the people for a better standard of
living, the demand for improved housing conditions emerges as an ever-
increasing factor, and a corresponding effort will be necessary to meet it.
Despite every endeavour so far, however, only the fringe of this great problem
has been touched. It will take many years of planning and unremitting work
before the housing standard of the Maori people in this distriet is appreciably
raised.

TAIRAWHITI NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

Owing to acute shortages of supply in many building lines, housing
operations in the past year have been considerably curtailed. Lack of
experienced foremen instructors also contributes against inecreasing the number
of field personnel. There are six foremen-instructor carpenters in charge of
twenty-eight Maori workmen operating in fen teams and one foreman-instructor
painter and plumber in charge of six workmen. A high standard of work-
manship is being maintained and an encouraging improvement made in all
trades controlled by the foreman instructors.

To date a total of 960 applications have been received, and, of these, 168
have been disposed of and, 300 have been submitted for consideration of the
Board of Native Affairs. In addition, preparatory work has been carried out
on approximately 200 applications and 250 have either been cancelled or not
proceeded with for various reasons.
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To the 31st March, 1946, in this distriet, 260 applications were approved
under the Native Housing Act, 1935, for erection and repairs of buildings.
These approvals totalled £107,270, being £40,177 under “ Act” and £67,093
from the Special Fund.

Houses completed to date are—

Special Fund—

Erected .. .. .. R 27

Repaucd . .. .. .. .. 2
Nativ

Erected .. .. .. .. .. 170

Repaired .. .. .. .. 10
Rehabilitation: Er ected .. . 1

A further 16 houses were purchased Wlth advances made under the
Native Housing Aect.

The dwellings completed for the year ended 31st March, 1946, numbering
29, with 9 dwellings in the course of erection and 2 additional repair jobs
in progress.

The following shows the position of expenditure and repayments, from
which it will be noted that since the inception of the housing scheme approxi-
mately one-third of the expenditure has been repaid and of the houses built
in nine cases repayments have heen made in full :—

Expenditure. Repayments.
£ £
Ordinary .. .. .. 43,267 17,356
Special .. . .. .. 22,236 8,552

AOTEA NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

An increasing number of Maoris are evineing an interest in the Native
Housing Scheme, due, at least in part, to the activities of the Department’s
officers.  This has resulted in the receipt and investigation of a muech larger
number of applications for assistance The advisability of accumulating funds
towards a deposit for a house has been suggested to several applicants, who
have been encouraged to make payments with this obhject. The District Maori
Land Board allows interest at Post Office Savings-bank rate on sueh deposits,
and many have availed themselves of this scheme.

The appointment of Building Supervisors for the Taranaki and Tauma-
runui areas has added greatly to the scope of work which could be undertaken,
and the wisdom of such appointments is reflected in the inereased number of
Maoris whose living conditions have been bettered as compared with the
fisures for the preceding twelve months. IMifteen new houses have been
crected and additions and repairs earried out on 11 others. Three houses have
also been purchased. Five miscellancous farm buildings necessary Zor the
maintenance of production have been erected.

Jntil the last few months, when availability of supplies again tightened,
materials werec more readily procurable, and these, together with those obtained
tfrom buildings purchased for demolition, have warranted the employment of
extra workmen, so that the yecar closes with fifteen additional men employed
and four more building teams operating.

The establishment of bulk stores at Wanganui, Hawera, and Taumarunui
is proceeding as rapidly as conditions allow, and these, when stocked and
funectioning, should lead to still further improvement in the efficient yunning
‘of the Department’s building organization in this distriet.
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IKAROA AND SOUTH ISLAND NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICTS

Considerable progress has been made in the housing of the Maori people
during the last year, but some difficulty is still experienced in contacting
applicants throughout the wide area covered by the two districts, although the
appointment of additional field staff has helped greatly in this direction. The
number of applications received is steadily increasing as the Maoris realize
that the position is returning to a normal basis, and a heavier burden is thus
placed on practically every section of the office staff as well as the field staff.
Every effort is made to deal with applications promptly, but cases are often
held up until the Native Land Court puts the land title in order or because
of shortage of labour and materials.

Maori labour is utilized where possible, but as the men available are yet
for the most only partially skilled the ultimate cost of the jobs is often
increased because of the consequent higher labour cost. At the same time, it
is realized that this policy henefits the Maoris as a whole by teaching them a
worth-while trade. In this matter eclose contact is maintained with the
Rehabilitation, Department, and some ex-servicemen are heing trained by the
Department under the rehabilitation scheme.

An attempt is being made to carry out regular inspections of houses huilt
by the Department so that the buildings do not fall into disrepair, and
generally the position in this respect is well under control. There appears to
bhe a growing sense of responsihility amongst those for whom houses are huilt
and a realization that their homes must be looked after and well cared for.

In the South Island a Building Supervisor is now operating with one
gang in the Nelson and Marlborough districts, and arrangements are in hand
for establishing another gang in the Canterbury area, where there are several
jobs ready to be commenced. There is a great deal of work to be done in this
very scattered district, but matters are now on a sounder footing than
previously. A number of applicants reside on the west coast, but it has been
found necessary to arrange for private contractors to do the work in these
cases.

PART V.—MAORI REHABILITATION FINANCE COMMITTEE

Two avenues are open to Maori ex-servicemen who wish to obtain rehabili-
tation assistance. They have the choice of proceeding through ordinary
channels, as do pakehas, or they may use the especially created channels
which are designed to meet more particularly the needs of the Maori ex-
serviceman—although the extent of the assistance which may ultimately he
granted is not affected by the meang through which it has been obtained, as
stress is laid upon the nceessity for uniformity.

The particular facilities created for Maori applicants for rehabilitation
aid co-opt the assistance of regional tribal executive committees who make
suitable recommendations upon all applications, which are subsequently lodged
with the Registrar of the Native Land Court in the applicant’s home district.

The departmental Farm or Building Supervisor in the area is then called
upon for a report on the application, which is forwarded to the Maori
Rehabilitation Finance Committee, a body created with approval of (fovern-
ment on 26th November, 1943 to attend to the particular needs of AMaori
ex-servicemen. The decisions of the Committee are final, but expenditure of
any public moneys involved is authorized only by the Board of Native Affairs,
in whieh has been invested the control of all moneys appropriated by Parlia-
ment for the purposes of advances to Maoris. The decisions of the Committee
are implemented by the administrative machinery of the Native Department,
which, in addition, carries out rehabilitation work under the provisions of
the Native Land Amendment Aect, 1936, and the Native Housing Act, 1935.
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The Maori Rehabilitation Finance Committee is comprised of the
following members of the Rehabilitation Board :—
The Under-Secretary of the Native Department;
The Under-Secretary of the Lands Department;
The Financial Adviser to the Government,—
who arve also members of the Board of Native Affairs, together with
The Director of Rehabilitation;
H. H. Rankin, ]]ﬁq, and
E. L. Cullen, Hsq., M.P.

The Committee is thus enabled to implement in every detail the policies
of the Rehabilitation Board and the Board of Native Affairs, whilst giving
full and sympathetic consideration to the neceds of Maori ex-servicemen.

The total amount approved by the Maori Rehahilitation Finance Com-
mittee and administered by the Department up to the 31st Mareh, 1946, for
housing, tools of trade, furniture, establishment in businesses, and settlement
on land was £201,570. In addition, the Department, under its own provisions,
has authorized the expenditure of £6,601 for land-settlement and £18,871 for
housing for Maori ex-scrvicemen.

Properties have been purchased in various distriets for the settlement of
Grade “ A7 Maori ex-servicemen, hut other offers of farms have been declined
on account of their being uneeonomic and unsuitable as single-unit holdings.
In cases where properties purchased require further development, the nominated
occupiers are placed on wages until such time as the properties are considered
to have rcached an ceconomic stage. The policy of the Department is to ensure
that Maori ex-servicemen secking settlement on land are established on farms
that are self-supporting. The following is the position concerning "land-
scttlement i —

Approvals by the Maori Rehabilitation Finance

Committee—
Farms pm chased .. .. oo 12
Number of ex-servicemen setﬂed .. .. 13
Total amount authorized .. .. £96,249
Approvals by the Board of Native
Number of ex-servicemen settlcd .. .
Total amount authorized .. £6,601

The total expenditure authorized by the \Iaorl Rehablhtatlon Finance
Committee for housing up to the 3lst \Iareh 1946, was £64,584, while the
number of houses purchased, erected, repaired, or added to was eighty-two.
The expenditure authorized by the Board of Native Affairs for the same
period was £18,897 and the number of houses purchased, erected, repaired, or
added to was thirty-three.

Due to the irregular supply of building-materials and the shortdge of
trained carpenters, the number of houses completed is comparatively small in
proportion to the mumber of applications approved by both the Maori
Rehabilitation Finance Committec and the Board of Native Affairs. With the
increased number of trained personnel hecoming available, the progress of
the housing scheme is being considerably accelerated.

In order that Maori ex-servicemen applying for furniture and tools-of-
trade loans are emabled to purchase those articles without delay, the District
Registrars, together with the Distriet Rehabilitation Officers, have been
empowered to approve provisionally of applications that may come before them.
These approvals are later confirmed by the Maori Rehabilitation Finance
Committee. The position at 31st March was

Number approved .. .. .. .. 64
Total amount approved .. £5773
Full statistical tables are appended to thls repmt
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Maorl REHABILITATION FINANCE COMMITTEE.—RETURN OF PrOPERTIES (FREEHOLD
AXD LE xSFHOLD) PURCHASED TO 31sT MarcH, 1946

Property. Location. I Area. ‘ Amount.

| 1
A. R. P £
Motatau 2, Section 33 .. Pipiwai | 139 2 35 2,100
Sections 4 and 6, Block VI, Hoklangav Surr ey District | Waima <.0 482 300 1,640
Section 1, Block V, and Section 1, Block VII, Hoki- i |
anga Sum ey District, and leasehold of Section 87, !
Block IX, Hokianga Survey District :
Kaiapoi, Section 68 .. | Tuahiwi ..y 15 236 750
Sections 2, 4, 5, 6, Block I Otqu Sm\ cy Dlstnut .. | Kennedy Bay.. | 247 3 14 4,000
Section 45 and Part Section 69, Block V, Mangaone | Eketahuna P14 0 11 3,824
Nuarvey District ! |
Section 4_’, Block I, Waoku Survey District .. | Cue .. .. 79 200, 2,250
Parahi, Lot 4, D.P. 20278 .. | Ruawai . 1 134 0 00 | 200
Section 21, Block IV, Waimana \urvev District .. | Waimana S 7L 214 16.652
Section 1, Blook VIIL, Waimana Survey District .. . .. { 666 0 00| f [
Omatm-oa, Section 9E, and Lots 5, 6, and 7, Rangitaiki | Te Teko .. 292 1 29 8,000
Survey District |
Huramua Station .. | Walroa L7 315 35,000
Section 9, Block VIII. W hanmtp( .Sm\ cy D1stnct .. | Pawarenga .. | 192 2 00 1.645
Scetions 04 and 55, Block I, Waoku Sury ey District. Que .. o175 005 1.100
5,100 339 77,161

TOKERAU NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

Considerable attention has been given to the rehabilitation of Maori
ex-servicemen during the year, the Department acting as agent for the
Rebhabilitation Board in regard to advances for farming, purchase of
businesses, and housing. Owing to title difficulties and lack of land, some
difficulty is being experienced in re-establishing servicemen on Native land.
The Department has made some purchases of properties on which to establish
servicemen, but there is a general shortage of properties suitable for this
purpose. To date seven properties have been purchased for scttlement, and
on the general development schemes subdivision has taken place on which it
is proposed to settle six returned men this coming season. Further
subdivisions are contemplated.

A strong effort is being made to provide housing for returned servicemen,
but difficulty is being experienced in providing suitable house-sites and in
securing supplies of the mnecessary building-materials. In certain parts of
North Auckland timber is in very short supply.

WAIKATO-MANIAPOTO NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

The demand in this district for rehabilitation assistance has not been very
great compared with North Auckland. The tollowing advances have been
approved during the year:—

Farms purchased

Number scttled

Furniture loans granted .. .. ..
Tools-of-trade loans granted .. .. ..
Emplovment arranged

DO = 00 =
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WATARIKI NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

During the year two areas have been purchased for settlement by returmed
Maori servicemen :—

A. R P

(1) Section 1, Block VIII, Waimana Survey District .. 666 0 00
Section 2, Block 1V, Waimana Survey Distriet .. 751 2 14
1417 2 14

Section 1 is steep and broken hill country of which 150 acres were
previously grassed but reverting to second growth and fern. The balance of
the area is in light bush. Seetion 21 is flat to undulating hills, mostly in fair
to good pasture, with 135 acres in serub and fern.

At present there are three prospective settlers on the property, who are
now being paid wages of £6 per week to prepare the farms for settlement.
The property has three farms set out, while two further sections will be
available later. Milking is being carried out by the men on the property,
their butterfat return ior last season being 19, 299 1. Sheep are run on the
undeveloped portion, from which 28 bales of wool were : produced. During the
year two houses and two cowsheds have been Lomplded

(2) Lots 5 and 6, Rangitaiki Survey District, and 1. R P

Part Omataroa 9 o291 1 08
Lot 7, Rangitaiki Survey Dlsh‘let .. .. 1 06 21
292 1 29

One hundred and sixty acres of this purchase are flat, with the balance
undulating to low hills of which 5 per cent. would be ploughable. There are
three returned men on this property, which has been subdivided inte two
farms. Dairy-farming has been carried on during the past season, the total
butterfat production being 15,0571b. As soon as the settlers have proved
themselves they will be given dcﬁnlte tenures.

In addition to the two purchases, other arecas have been inspected by the
Field Supervisors and are under consideration for rehabilitation settlement.
Several of the older development units have made way for their returned
soldier sons, and these latter are being assisted in every way to resdiust
themselves to civilian life.

TAIRAWHITI NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

The following is the position of applications for rchabilitation assistunce
lodged to date:—

] Y Awaiting

Lodged. Completed. Action.
Housing .. .. .27 1 25
Furniture .. .. .. 35 14 21
Tools of trade .. .. .. 9 1 8
Businesg 3 2 1

One house is under construction at thls date.

Progress of housing construction as presented above is too slow to give
satisfaction, but progress is controlled by supplies of building-material and
huilding requisites and the availability of huilding-sites with titles perfected.

Most of the remaining twenty-five applications require perfection of titles
to the building-sites before they can be presented to the Building Supervisor
for construction work.
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With the delegation of authority to distriet offices to grant furniture loans,
the passages of these applications and the ultimate supplies of furniture have
been speeded up. There are twenty-one loans awaiting action, fourteen - of
which will remain inactive due to lack of suitable accommodation to house the
furniture.

Nine applications for tools of trade have been approved and one com-
pleted, and most of the other eight are in various stages of completion.

Huranva SOLDIERS’ SETTLEMENT

buring the vear steady progress has been made on this settlement, and
the results obtained can be considered encouraging and satisfactory.

An arvea of 45 acres of swedes and chou moellier were grown, but owing
to the very dry weather experienced the strike was not a good one. However,
the e¢rop came on well with the later rains and has given ample feed for the
winter months.

The 10 acres of rape planted was also affected by the dry weather, but
has come on well. Eight aecres of cattle pumpkins and 4 acres of sugar-beet
were good crops and will prove of great value during the winter months. The
sugar-heet was grown for the pigs.

Fitteen acres of lucerne has been established and a good strike has heen
obtained. It will prove a most valuable standby for the dairy herd. The
season was not a good one for tomatoes, hut the 5 acres planted for canning
purposes gave reasonable returns.

In addition to these erops, an asparagus-seed bed was established, sufficient
plants being grown to plant from 7 acres to 8 acres of asparagus.  These
plants will be planted out this vear, and the first picking for cannery purposes
should commence in September, 1948.

Lime and superphosphate have been difficult to obtain, but 181 acres have
heen top-dvessed with 1 ton lime and 2 cwt. superphosphate to the acre.
Beneficial results have heen shown by the application of lime and super-
phosphate, and as supplies become available better returns will be shown.

During the year a new five-roomed house was built for the Dairy
Instruetor and a 5,000-gallon concrete reservoir supplied from the roof of the
house was also erected. Four additional single huts have been erected for
the accommodation of the trainees and improvements made to the milking-
shed. Electric installations have been made at the ecamp which include the
cookhouse, fourteen single and one double hut, washhouse and shower-room.
and also the Dairy Instructor’s residence.

Dharing the vear two bhores have heen put down to a depth of approxi-
mately 100 ft. Both bhores are capable of supplving 400 gallons to 500 gallons
per hour and have proved very beneficial during the dry season. These hores
are operated by a pump driven by a petrol-engine.

An extensive pig layout on a plan approved for the Waikato district has
beenn evected. This layout, which provides for twenty subdivisions, has made
a big improvement to the general conditions for the pigs.

Owing to shortage of fencing-material, very little planting was done
during the year. A programme of planting will be undertaken later and
much needed shelter-belts will he established.

The stock position on the property is quite satisfactory and ample winter
fodder is assured. Three proven sires have been purchased during the year
to help huild up production in the herd and all ecows milked are under test.

Trainees: During the yvear's operations one trainee has been graded “ A7’
and he is now awaiting settlement. At present there are fifteen trainees in
residence, twelve being graded “ B ” and the remaining three Grade *“ C.”
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Trainees are all of good type and are taking their training seriously.
Conditions at the camp are much improved now that electric light has been
installed and all the men appear to be contented with the training given them.
A1l trainees are members of the Young Farmers’ Club and attend field-days
on various properties in the distriet, and are given lectures by prominent
farmers and the Government Veterinarian on animal diseases and eomplaints.

With the different types of farming carried on at Huramua it is possible
to train men in dairying, sheep-farming, agriculture, and vegetable-growing,
and the manager endeavours to post each trainee to a fortnightly period of
each type of farming.

It has been realized that a large number of trainees will desire the
necessary knowledge to set themselves up as dairy-farmers, and the Depart-
glent has appointed a Dairy Instructor to give practical training in this

irection.

AOTEA NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICT

In this district the number of Maoris entitled to rehabilitation assistance
is not large. Many appear to have been encouraged to apply for and obtain
housing, furniture, and tools-of-trade loans on a European basis, the Rehabilita-
tion Committees apparently being satisfied that the particular cases do not
Jjustify the machinery set up under the Maori Rehabilitation Finance
Committee heing utilized.

Every assistance and cneouragement is bheing given to applications
referred to this Department as agent of the Rehabilitation Board. Kight
have been reecived during the year, of which five were for land-settlement.
Of these five, one has heen approved and the initial steps for the establishment
of the man are in hand. In some cases proeress has been retarded hy the
proposed sections being found uneconomie, in which case more suitable areas
are heing sought. The question of tenure is also one which tends to delay
such applications, hut steady progress is being made and these difficulties
are gradually being overcome.

Three applications were for the erection of houses. These present few
difficuities, and in one case the house has been built during the xear.
In another, plan and speeifications are ready and the work should he in
hand shortly. The third application is under consideration by the Maori
Rehabilitation Finance Committee.

When the neeessary machinery, materials, and labour ave available for
the development of large areas of Maori land in the Tokaanu District, the
potentialities for settlement of all Maori ex-servicemen from this locality
are excellent. In the meantime, any serviceman interested in ultimate
settlement on the land can obtain employment and cxperience on the various
development schemes operating in the distriet.

Negotiations are procceding for the purchase of an area at Putiki for
rehabilitation purposes. This land will provide seven good huilding-sites
on which it is intended to erect homes for ex-servicemen.

IKAROA AND SOUTH ISLAND NATIVE LAND COURT DISTRICTS

During the vear twenty-two rehabilitation cases were dealt with, hringing
the total since the inception of the scheme in 1943 to 33. The applications
varied, and included applications for assistance for purchasing, huilding,
or repairing houses, for purchasing furniture, or for farming purposes. One
ex-serviceman was established on a farm in the Wairarapa district, and
another man obtained a loan for the purchase of section at Kaiapoi for
the growing and harvesting of grass-seed. One further case at Kaiapoi
covers the purchase of a section and the repayment of a mortgage is not
vet finalized.
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There were four houses under construction as at the 31st March, one
in the Manawatu district, two in Hastings, and one at Picton. There are
four further cases where loans have been granted for housing purposes hut
where it has not been possible to commence bhuilding. Two of these are
at Porirua, one at Masterton, and one in Wellington. In the latter instance
the applicant is having difficulty in purchasing a section in the city. A
complication is that the applicant, who has a leg injury sustained on service
overseas, is operating a shoe-repairing business in a suburb and wishes to
have a section near his shop. One section was inspected, hut although in a
suitable locality it was a poor building-section, and in the serviceman’s
interest no action was taken.

One house was repaired during the year at Feilding for a returned
servieeman. As there was no housing gang operating in the district and
little chance of having labour available for some time, the work was done
by private contract, the completed work heing passed by the Building
Supervisor.

Only one application for a loan for furniture was reeeived during the
year, and a loan of £96 approved by the Registrar -

There has been mno ecall on rehabilitation funds for the purchase of
tools of trade in this district.

Every assistance is given to ex-servicemen in all cases coming to the
notice of the Department, even where the cases do not normally come within
the scope of the Department’s activities. Frequently it is difficult to ascertain
an ex-serviceman’s intentions, and applications may not he proceeded with
bhecause an applicant has changed his plans and moved to another district.

Where loans are approved for farming, close supervision of the farming
activities is maintained by the Field Suporvums and every assistance is
given in advising on farming mcthods, buying and selling of stock, and in
any other way that may be required. In all cases a sympathetic attitude
is adopted towards ex-servicemen who are suffering from the effects of
war injuries, and allowance is made for the fact that thex mayx be handi-
capped in the attention they can give to their farms and in generally carryving
out their oblications in respeet of loans granted.

ASSISTANCE GRANTED TO EX-SERVICEMEN TO 31st MARCII, 1946:
MAORI REHABILITATION FINANCE COMMITTEE AND BOARD
OF NATIVE AFFAIRS*

1
Overseas Servicemen. ’ Home Servicemen. f Totals.
o ! B P
Loans or Advances Year 1945-46.| To Date. Year 1945-46. | To Date. Year 194516, To Date,
approved for—
i i - ; -
No. | Amount.| No. ‘A]ll()ﬂl}t. No. | Amount.| No. | Amount.| No. Amount.] No. | Amount.
£ £ £ £ |
Purchase of farms .. 12 | 77,161 12 | 77,161 .. .. .. .. 12
Settlement on farms .. 16 | 27,198 18 28,151 .. .. .. 16
Expenditure on farms .. L] 32,047 o | 32,047 ..
‘Purchase of houses 3 1,250 9 5,010 .. .. . 3
Erection of houses 53 | 49,122 94 74,002 1 3850 2 1.550 54
Repairs to houses .. 1 430 9 2,517 ] .. .. 1
Additions to houses . 1 152 1 376 1
Purchase of tools of trade 6 629 8 714 .. .. .. 6 |
Purchase of furniture 41 ] 3,603 | 53 4,761 1 100 3 208 42 !
Purchase of businesses .. 1] 1,300 1 1,300 .. .. .. .. 1
Miscellaneous . . .. 1 350 1 350 1 1,000 1 1,000 2
Supplementary loans 3 267 .3 2067 . .. .. .. 3
Totals .. | 138 193,509 | 209 ‘22(}.939 3 1,950 13 2,848 | 141 1195,459 ! 215 2'_’0,78’%
[

* Aggistance granted by Board of Native Affairs is under Part I, Native Land Amendment Act, 1936, or Nuative
Housing Act, 19‘33‘ i Item £32,047 includes cost of eqmppm" Huramua Soldiers’ Settlenient for ICC(]\UOD of
rehablhta,tmn farm trainees, T‘ acilities now complete and cost per capita will be reduced as more trainees are put through
the courses.
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PART VI.—EAST COAST NATIVE TRUST LANDS

The creation of the Fast Coast Native Trust Estate dates back to events
which occurred nearly sixty years ago, and arose out of well-intentioned
attempts to utilize for settlement large areas of Maori land, based upon
the principle of the Maoris supplying the land and Furopean shareholders
of a limited company supplying the capital necessary to render such lands
available for settlement, with the hope, that never ecventuated, of profit
to both pakeha and Maori. More than one company went to the wall in
the course of time, leaving what was left ‘of the Maori land heavily mortgaged
and in the hands of the trustees. With the object of salvaging what was
left, the Kast Coast Native Trust Lands Aect, 1902, was passed and the
Trust lands became vested in a Board, while the mortgagee, a trading bank,
was restrained from realizing its security before 1st August, 1904, which
time was voluntarily extended until 1906. The Board consisted of three
persons and was appointed to administer the Trust, while it later became
a body corporate under the name of “ The HBast Coast Native Trust Lands
Board 7 with perpetual succession and a common seal. By sales of land
and farm produce and by reborrowing the bhalance needed the Board was
suceessful in liquidating the debt to the bank, and in 1906 legislation was
passed reciting that the principal aim of the 1902 Act had heen attained
in payving off the bank, abolishing the Board set up, and vesting the Trust
lands in a single trustce known as the East Coast Commissioner. About
the same time extended power was given to the Commissioner which included
authorities for the farming of Trust lands and the setting-aside of villages.
From time to time various farming projects have been set on foot, so that
to-dayx there are forty-nine stations in the estate.

In 1921 the affairs of the Trust came more under the control of officers
of the Native Department with the appointment of a late Judge of the
Native Land Court as Commissioner and the then Registrar of the Native
Land Court at Gishorne as his agent.

Pursuant to section 7 of the Board of Native Affairs Act, 193435, the
East Coast Trust lands and the Mangatu Trust were brought under the
control of the Board of Native Affairs as far as the operations of the Trusts
relate to the expenditure or investment of any moneys or to the giving of
mortgages over any property vested in the East Coast Commissioner are
concerned. The Commissioner has his own officers and staff, no Governrent
finance being involved, as the Trust is entirely self-contained on a system
of internal finance between debtor and creditor blocks among the components
of the estates, which, on the whole, are making good progress towards the
time when the lands may be handed back to the Maori beneficiaries fully
developed and free of debt.

The total area of land vested in the Commissioner is 224,842 aecres.
These lands are distributed through the Wairoa, Cook, Waikohu, and Uawa
Counties—from Wairoa to Tolaga Bay and inland about eighty miles. The
Trust is divided into two portions Last Coast Native Trust, comprising
115,933 acres (plus some small adjoining areas totalling 1,073 acres of
Native lands which are leased by the Commissioner and farmed in conjunc-
tion with the East Coast Trust stations), of which 69,904 acres are divided
into fourteen stations and arc farmed directly by the Commissioner, and the
Mangatu Trust, embracing 85,046 acres, divided into fourteen stations. Each
of the stations is in charge of a resident manager who is under the direct
personal supervision of the Commissioner. The remaining lands comprise
48,647 acres which are leased in twenty-one farms and stations principally
to Europeans and 22,318 acres of undeveloped land, mostly bush.
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The lands in the Tolaga Bay district known ag Paremata and Mangaheia
belong to two groups of owners. In the Mangaheia lands there is a considerable
area of flat agricultural land along the banks of the Uawa River. A large
part of this is now farmed by the Commissioncr, being part of Paroa and
Iwinui Stations. Early next year the remaining leases of parts of the
Mangaheia Block will expire and a further arvea of 2,274 acres partially
composed of good flat land will revert to and be farmed by the Commissioner.

Paroa Station is composed partly of high, steep country which works
in well with the remaining flats on which a considerable amount of agricultural
work is carried out, and crops of maize, rye-grass, hay, &e., have heen grown
extensively. Iwinui Station, adjoining Paroa and composed of the Paremata 3
Block, has been heavily top-dressed, with the result that the carrving-capacity
has been inereased very considerably. Owing to the difficulty in obtaining
teamsters, an agrieultural traetor has been used with success in the cultivation
of both the Mangaheia and Paremata Blocks.

The Paremata 64 Block, which is known as Titirangi Station, was taken
over in February last from the former lessees. Although steep, this is good
sheep country, running along the sea-coast from Tolaga Bay Harbour to
some miles southwards.

The position regarding station labour has improved considerably over
the last twelve months, but developmental and maintenance work have
heen hampered owing to the shortage of materials, particularly fencing-wire
and eorrugated iron.

For the past twelve months the rainfall has been abnormally light and
during the last six months the whole district suffered from a serious drought.
Fires traversed some 3,000 acres to 4,000 acres of Kast Coast Truost properties,
particularly in the Tahora and Mangatu Blocks, and although no loss of
stock resulted, very considerable damage was done to feneing.,  Almost all
these areas have heen resown, and owing to the good autumn rains the strikes
of grass have been phenomenal.

On the Mangatu Block during the last eighteen months almost 1,000 acres
of manuka country has been broken up with a tractor and giant disks, and
fand which was producing practically nothing is now in swedes and 500 aeres
to 600 acres sown down in English grass. This will result in a very laree
inerease in the ecarrying capacity. The work done by the tractors on steep
country covered with heavy manuka has been exceptionally good and some
splendid strikes of swedes have been obtained.

The Commissioner is now importing onc or two large bulldozers fitted
with logging winches. These will be used for timber-milling and also for
roadmaking in the back of the Mangatu areas, where there ave large supplies
of dead totara suitable for posts. Owing to the difficulty in obtaining men
to work pack teams it is the intention to haul the totara logs to a point
where they can be split into posts and loaded direetly on to a lerry and
distributed to the various stations.

The Kast Coast Trust land—known as Onenui Station-—situated at the
extreme end of the Mahia Peninsula has until this year rvelied entively on
hoat transport. This entailed the wuse of surf-boats, and all stores and
materials necessary for the running of the station were brought in by this
means. The wool was also shipped out in the same manner. Ior two years
during the war no boat was available and two wool elips had to be held
on the station. This year the Commissioner has had a road-line surveved
along the coast over the flat rocks and has sueceeded in making a low-tide
road hy filling in crevices with bags loosely filled with sand and cement.
The result is that road tramsport is now possible at low tide over this route
and the wool clip has been carted out for the first time by motor-lorry.
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With the improved means of access it has been possible to put a bulldozer
and agricultural tractors on to this property, and an extensive programme
is now being commenced to hreak up manuka and tauvhinu country with
giant disks. The result will be shown in a very laroe inerease in the number
of stock wintered.

At the latter end of last winter the prevalence of wild pigs on some
of the Bast Coast Trust properties necessitated the employment of gangs of
Maoris for their destruction.

As a considerable number of the pigs killed were found to be in exeellent
condition, the Commissioner arranged for their transport to freezing-works
at (lishorne and Wairoa, where they were treated free of charge and passed
for export. As a result a consignment of 78 carcasses of  wild pork was
shipped to the United Kingdom Ministry of Food as a gift from the Hast
Coast Trust beneficiaries.

Owing to the searcity and greatly increased cost of grass-seeds of all
kinds, the Commissioner proposes during the coming season to set aside
certain suitable areas where a large part of the seed required annually on
East Coast Trust properties can be produced and will thus ensure a certain
supply at a reasonable cost.

SuanARrY ;. Hast Coast axp Mavaaru TRUSTS

1. Number of stations .. .. . .. 28
Number of farms on leased lands .. .. .. 21
— 49
2. Arca—
East Coast Trus Acres, Acres.
Stations .. .. .. .. .. 69904
Licased .. .. .. .. Lo 977
Occupied by owners .. .. .. .. 355
Undeveloped .. .. .. .. .. 1,770
—— 117,006
Mangatu No. 1—
Stations .. .. .. .. .. 85,046
Leased .. .. - .. .. 2,884
Occupied by owners .. .. .. .. 431
Undeveloped .. .. .. .. .. 14,554
102,915
Mangatu No. 3: Area, 3,680 acres, now farmed hy
Mangatu No. 1 .. .. .. ..
Mangatu No. 4: Undev olopcd .. .. .. 5,994
225,915
3. Number of permanent emplovees on st
Kast-Coast Trust. . .. .. .. .. 53
Mangatu No. 1 .. .. L .. .. 86
- 139
4. Number of beneficial owners—
East Coast Trust. . .. .. . .. 6,948
Mangatu No. 1 .. .. .. . - 076

— 7,924
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5, Live-stock carried— Sheep. Cattle. Horses.
East Coast Trust 51,978 6,935 302
Mangatu No. 1 .. 87,610 11,025 352
139588 17,960 654
6. Wool (1945-46 season)— Bales.  Bales.
East Coast Trust. . 1,181
Mangatu No. 1 2,150
3,331
East Coast TRUST STATIONS
Tive-stock at 30th June, 1945. Wool
T =i |Permanent
Station, Area. — - 194546
3 ‘Employees.
1 sheep. (Cattle. Horses. | Season. mployees
Acres. Bales.
Iwinui 1,455 | 3,063 441 11 56 2
Kopua . 3,442 | 4,136 568 18 102 4
Mahurangi .. 5,675 | 7,270 790 40 145 6
Mangaotane. . 13,608 | 4,085 585 25 117 6
Onenui 4,959 | 6,034 602 46 125 7
Pakowhai 392 580 2 2 15 2
Papanui 8,827 | 8,535 1,307 78 212 6
Patemaru 1,944 | 3,586 447 10 91 3
{15,150 (flock) 513 (flock) |
Paroa 5,1791 129 (stud) 156 (stud) | 13 110 7
Pohaturoa 7,238 | 4,125 704 24 77 4
Titirangi* 2,380 .. .. .. .. 1
Waimana 12,100 | 5,285 730 35 131 5
Whaitiri . .. 410 90 . . ..
Tahora 2¢ 3, Section 2 2,295 !
Totals 69,904 |51,978 6,935 | 302 1,181 53
l
) * Taken over Webruary, 1946.
Nore~—Tahora 2c¢ 3, Section 2, is a former mill-site only partly developed and used
for occasional grazing.
MaNgaTUu TRUST STATIONS
Live-stock at 30th June, 1945. Wool. |
P = 4p |Permanent
Station Area. — 194546
: & Employees.
Sheep. Cattle. Horses. Season, |HPIOVEEE
Acres. Bales,
Dome 5,387 | 6,158 893 10 147 8
Komihana 5,885 | 8,078 918 18 211 6 -
Mangatahu .. 4,019 7,001 788 10 179 7
Maia . 3,967 | 6,396 736 25 | 154 7
Maungahaumi 11,965 11,560 1,166 15 | 284 8
f| 5,023 (flock) 529 (flock) I o5 | o=
Omapere 3’0041 351 (stud) 185 (stud) |/ 7 125 8
Okaihau . 3,230 | 3,293 313 25 71 4
Tarewa (stud) 1,167 824 114 5 27 5
Tarndale 8,575 5,028 591 17 124 5
Te Hua 7,694 ‘ 9,498 097 37 221 4
Te Apiti 4,234 \ 3,568 711 9 101 3
Wairere 9,880 112,657 1,110 62 313 3
Waitangirua 11,911 3,963 304 ; 38 84 6
Waikakariki 4,128 | 4,212 370 ‘ 59 109 7
Totals 85,046 87,610 11,025 ’ 352 2,150 86
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TaBLE 1-—CoOMBINED STATISTICAL DATA OX DEPARTMENTAL DEVELOPMENT
SCcHEMES (ALL DISTRICTS)
. o E
o &8 R e =
Particulars 5] A8 = E & o o ]
o G| = 5 3 2 B S
8 X 2 3 2 g H £
= = & - = % =
_ S 1 S S —
1. Area (acres) | 470,833 67,601 204,362 92,397 105,672 11,797 4,405] 957,067
2. Areca not suitable for do\(lnp- : 4,633 7,692 73,510] 23,510 3,644 .. 350 118,139
ment (acres) :
3. Number of settlers (number) . . 805 252 160 241 7 40 5 1,880
4. Number of workers—
Permanent (number) 71 54 41 47 23 4 1 241
Casual (number) 176 61 387 257 96 24 31 1,032
5. Development to date—
Permanent grass (acres) (,7 1<) : 34,950 54,597 2,189 272,340
Under cultivation (acres). . 2 1,767 1,406 229 46,762
Undeveloped (acres) 23,192 7,884 1,637] 519,826
Dwellings (number) 191 179 11 1,580
Wool-sheds (number) 36 9 2 109
Cow-sheds (number) | 160 158 12 1,557
Other farm buildings \ 23 77 126 21 1,004
(number) |
6. Live-stock— ‘
Stock carried at 31stMarch, |
16,067 5,091 1,039 122] 30,044
Other dairy stock (number) 10,331 2, 96 539 47 23,808
Run cattle (number) i 5,163 4,801 430 311 31,256
Sheep—-
Breeding-ewes (number) 10,570 52,717 16,113 9,035 3,646) 169,279
Other sheep (mumber) 7 708 1\ 051 13,326 3,981 1,622| 121,979
Sheep sales and transfers to 12,214 20,730 13,213 3,667 171,843
other schemes during year
(number)
Cattle sales and transfers to 2,419 1,595 a7 1,565 1.238 273 255 20,742
other schemes during year
(number)
Sheep  purchases  and 876 6,720] 4,722 9,820 5,411 5,304 1,145 78,094
transfers from  other
schemes  during year
(number)
Cattle purchases and trans- 671 528 13,155 318 1,205 161 185 16,813
fers from other schemes
during year (number)
7. Produce for year— :
Butterfab (1b.) 762, 77411, 566,089 374,010/ 155,676|  25,859/4,920,435
Wool (bales) 973, 2,262 605 339 84 6,019
8. Net liability to date ( B13,7490 THL.T46 289,063 67,078 36,406:2,217,027
Q. Suﬂ.ﬂ 10» received du}iny year (£ 13,3’)\ 3_%,7(30_~_ 6,627 3,817 3,788 97,547
TaBLE 3 ——AL\ ALYSIS OF Casm R}u(‘E.IPTS FOR THE YEAR 1945-46
Approximate
i Cash Receipts
—_— Butterfat. |  Wool. Live-stock.| Sundries. Totals. (Department’s
and Settlers’
Proportions).
1. Distri £ £ £ £ £ £
Tokomu 55,680 8,873 28,166 6,330 99,049 166,036
‘Waikato- Manmpoto 26,136 20,042 44,346 3,778 | 94,302 123,784
Waiariki . 63,545 45,859 | 216,602 9,214 | 335,220 425,930
Tairawhiti 14,889 29,268 39,108 3,668 86,933 104,036
Aotea 18,408 10,314 25,454 5,642 59,818 75,345
Tkaroa 5,009 5,284 15,506 2,682 29,470 38,471
South Island 732 1,307 6,378 1,343 9,760 10,868
Sub-totals 185,389 | 120,947 | 375,559 32,657 | 714,552 944,470
2. Maori Land Boards. . 17,746 | 20,711 499 1 38,956 38,956
3. Native Trustec 41,063 48,974 3,881 03,908 93,908
~ Totals 185,389 | 179,746 445,244 37,037 | 847,416 1,077,334

is assigned to the Department in repayment of advances and interest due thereon.
the policy is to accept an assignment of a percenta:
the balance for maintenance and living expenses.

Norg. —fButteer re(mpts fm State schemes denote only that proportion of cream cheques which

On settled schemes
ge of the farmers’ monthly cream cheque, leaving

On those dairying schemes which have not yet
been individualized, the full amount received for butterfat is retained, the workers being paid wages,
but in the majority of cases a proportion only of the cream returns is actually paid to the Department.
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