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NEW ZEALAND

REPORT OF THE

EARTHQUAKE AND WAR DAMAGE
COMMISSION

ESTABLISHED UNDER THE EARTHQUAKE AND WAR DAMAGE
ACT, 1944, FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1946

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly pursuant to the Provisions of the
Earthquake and War Damage Act, 1944

Wellington, 10th June, 1946.

In accordance with the provisions of section 23 of the Barthquake and War Damage
Act, 1944, the following report, with statement of accounts, is presented for the year
ended 31st March, 1946 :—

(1) There has been no change in the personnel of the Commission during the year
under review. Twelve meetings of the Commission were held.

(2) The following comparative statement shows the figures for each period since the
scheme came into operahon on the 19th December, 1941 :—

I Period 19th Twelve Twelve

‘ Twelve Twelve
December, Months Months ! Months Months
0 11941, to 3lst] ended 31st ended 31st ; ended 31st ended 3ist
Mare h 1042, \ March, 1943, | March, 1044, i March, 1945, | March, 1946,
[ S S N N
Income— £ £ £ | £ £
Premium .. .. .. 877,369 | 1,611,218 | 1,423,305 320,274 365,861
Interest . .. .. Nil 16,623 57,469 | 99,516 104,725
Outgo— 1
Claims .. .. ol Nil 956 55 32 507
Salaries .. .. 1,018 5,696 2,070 | 2,042 2,035
Other working- expenses .. 1,261 919 368 ! 965 1,220
Discount to insurance offices .. Nil Nil 943 ! 8,733
Audit fee .. .. .. Nil 120 100 75
Surplus .. .. .. 875,090 | 1,620,150 | 1,477,238 | 458,015
Total of Fund .. 875,090 | 2,495,240 | 3,972,478 | 1,839,228
Ratio, per cent., of w orkmg evpense.s 0-260 0-418 (0-245 | 3.997
to premium income ]
Ratio, per cent., of working-expenses 0-260 0-413 0235 . 2-614 2563
to total income :
i

(3) A number of claims for earthquake damage were dealt with during the year,
but the damage generally was of a minor nature, and on investigation the loss in many
cases was found not to exceed the amount of the franchise applicable under the regulations.
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Arising from the earthquakes at Hanmer Springs on 30th August, 1945, forty-thres
claims were made, and from the shock of 12th February, 1946, when the maximum
intensity was in the Wanganui district, seventeen claims were received. Both of these
shocks were rated as Class VI on the Modified Mercalli Intensity Scale of 1931, which
describes shocks of that intensity as ““ Felt by all ; many frightened and ran outdoors.
Some heavy furniture moved ; a few instances of fallen plaster or damaged chimneys.
Damage slight.”

Claims were also made for ecarthquake damage to property at Auckland, Napier,
Dannevirke, Raetihi, Taihape, Marton, Palmerston North, Lower Hutt, Wellington,
Christchurch, and Invercargill.

" (4) The survey of buildings which was commenced two years ago is giving
very valuable information from the insurance aspect, but progress is slow owing to lack
of sufficient expert staff. Every effort is being made to have this essential work speeded
up.

{(5) The Commission desires to record its appreciation of the excellent service of the
stafl in dealing with the work of the Commission and the many inquiries made by
insurance offices and of the public.

T. L. Searor, Secretary.
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