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Arrangements were made by this section for various celebrations, the chief of which
were the national ceremony held at Government Buildings on the 9th Mav, 1945, at
which His Excellency the Governor-Gienernd nde the ofticial proncuncement of the
cessation of hostilities in Hurope, anid the national ceremony held in the Town Hall,
Wellington, on 16th August, 1945, to mark the cessation of hostilitios with Japan.

The arrangements for the official reception to the 28th Macri Battalion, Necond
New Zealand Expeditionary Force, were also handled.

On 11th October, 1945, a Stute luncheon was held in hooour of New Zealand
winners of the Vietoria Cross, 1939-45.

Hospitality was extended to officers and men of visiting warships, including Viee-
Admiral Sie Philip Viau of (L.AM.S. = Indefutigable,” MM Ships © Wizaed,” * Urehin,”
‘ Newfoundland,” and * Swiftsure,” and the U.S.S. © Vincennes.”

IX. WAR HISTORY BRANOH

By decision of War Cabinet dated 16th Felruary, 1915, the War History Branch
of the Department of Internal Affairs was set up to eo-ordinate the colle tion of war
archives in the Service and civil Departments and o \HHE‘\’ tuke the preparation of New

Zealand’s official history of the Second World War.
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Since the effective establishment of the Branch m Apei the object has been
to build up an organization capable of supplving the llui{(‘,}’iz!]:w‘ for o comprehensive
account of New /Laldnd s war effort, He andd eivil, overseas aid at home. Hach
Service now has an archive section in New 7 g i :
section, while separate sections deal with the spec tiedien
In eivil Government Departments work in ¢ onmection w1’rh WA arehives an d war hlstmy
is handled by dep@rtment(ml historical officers in conjunction with the record clerks.
The direction and co-ordination of the whole enterprise is undertaken biv the Chief
War Archivist and liaison officers, who keep in elose personal touch with all sections of
the organization and periodically issue divectives standardi methods and procedure
for the collection of records and the comypilation of prelinin arratives,
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The Branch does not itself hold any lar ;; collection of war records, but iy the mean-
time chiefly confines itself to supervising the collection and processing of archives in the
various sections of the organization. [t was apparest at the outset that in the eivil
Departnients no clear line of denarcation ('th be drawn between records of the war
and other types of records ; accordingly, in ordes to provent the loss of historical material,
a system for the disposal of official records of a routine nature wax bistituted by th@
Chief War Archivist working in conjunetion with the Controller of Dominion Archives.
This is the beginning of 2 system which, with the development of the Dominion Archives,
will ultimately regulate the disposal and transfer of all non-current official records.
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In view of the importance of photographs in a modern historieal collection, special

efforts have been made to ensure that adequate collections of photographs and other
photoy
illustrative material are available covering each phase of the war effort. This work hius
heen the responsibility of an Tlustrations Kditor, who joined the stail’ in Julyv, 1945,
1 ML . > Y )

The several collections have now reached the stage when it will he possible to issue an
appeal for supplementary material now in private hands.

Tollowing the example of most other coanh‘/'-* ou the inception of the Branch the
decision was mlwn to go one stage heyond the col m‘u(m of records hy prepariug a serles
of preliminary uauatwo& covering the whole field of the war effort. By this means it
is hoped to assemble in a convenient form the scattered sources of the war history, to
test these sources while gaps and deficiencies can still be made good, and to reduce the
time that will be needed to compile the history itself. In this branch of the work, also,
a policy of decentralization has been adopted and the narratives are being cowmpiled in
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