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There is no doubt that the increased number of people seeking admission as voluntary
boarders is in part due to the knowledge that such treatment is available and is likely
in suitable cases to have surprisingly favourable results.
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ACCOMMODATION

The position in regard to accommodation was dealt with in some detail in my last
annual report, which disclosed a deficiency of 751 beds, not taking into account the
265 patients then accommodated temporarily at The Chateau and Wairakei. '

Towards the end of the year the essential services of water-supply, sewerage, and
lighting at The Chateau were put out of action by the deposit of ash from the active
eruption of Mount Ruapehu, and the matter of evacuation became an urgent necessity.
It was indeed fortunate that at the moment when we required the accommodation
the military convalescent depot at Raventhorpe, near Auckland, became available,
and our patients were transferred there at a few hours’ notice.

A few weeks later we had similarly to evacuate Wairakei, which was situated in
the centre of the extensive bush fires which swept the thermal area of the North
Island, and our patients went to Raventhorpe, which now has approximately 300 of
a patient population in addition to staff. It is unlikely that Raventhorpe can be
adapted as a permanent mental hospital for adult patients, but it would be suitable,
after the necessary alterations and repairs and additions, for housing cases of congenital
mental deficiency, and in this regard it will meet a pressing need.
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