(2 20

Portlend —During the vear four bores of a total depth of 599 ft. were drilled by
the Department for Wilson’s (N.Z.) Portland Cement Co. at Portland to determine
the extent of suitable limestone for the company’s requirements.

Kealo—~Drilling of a most difficult nature was carried out at Kaka, in the Nelson
district, for the Temuks Ingsulators, Ltd., to locate feldspathic clay. Fifteen bores
were drilled having o total depth of 1,060 ft.

Ntockton.-In the early part of the year drilling which had been proceeding for
some months in the previous year was terminated.

A numher of bores were drilled in the vicinity of D Hill for the purpose of establishing
coal thickuesses and depths before opomniv up that section as an underground mine.
Drilling will be recommenced at a later date when a new machine more suitable for
the work comes to hand and when further mapping and geology is completed.

(i —A percussion drill has been in operation near the Bar 20 Opencast for some
months o determine the coal and overburden thicknesses near that mine.

It s found that close drilling is vequired in that locality and the machine will be
in oprration for seme time.
v diamond drill and equipment was despatched in August to Ohai to start
an o sive drilling programme in the Uhat district generally.  The first bore was
drille:d the New Brighton arvea with not very encouraging results, but the machine
has new een shifted to the Morley arca and drilling I8 1n vrogress.

1 restilts obtained by the former

Drilimg alveady completed has confirmed the drelli

it
e of this area, and it 18 estimated thar some 5,000,000 tons of coal have already
been vroved in the zection drifled.  Dulling is cnntlnumg i thiz locality,

COAL-MINES COUNCIL
Coal-mines Council was fully engaged throughout the year in hearing and
minor disputes at coal-mines. Al the nmining fields in the Dominion were
3 and 1t s pleasing to record that acceptable solutions to all difficulties were
ownd and that time lost through strikes was reduced to @ minimun.
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SCHOOLS OF MINES
The expenditure on Hehools of Mines for the vear ended 3ist March, 1946, was
£4.190. For the previous ycar the amount was £3,989. Two candidates from the
Otago Nehool of Mines were awarded scholarships at the annual examination.

The decline of the metal-mining industry in recent years means that opportunities
of employment in New Zealand for graduates ‘of the Otago School of Mines now approach
the V:mis‘hing point.

in the past very few of the graduates have heen attracted to the coal-inining industry
have pre enc(l to seek positions overseas.

and the majorits

Both the Mines Department and the University staff consider this a hi(fhiy undesiz-
able state of affairs, and a sur vey is being 11ndert@]\m with the objeet of organizing a
schepie which will provide sufficient inducements to bring qualified wen from the Otago
University into the technical force of the coal-mining industry.

RESCUE STATIONS
The Dobson, Rotowaro, and Ohai Mines rescue stations rendered valuable service
to the industry during the year.
New teams have been trained an<d refresher courses conducted for trained men.
The teams have sucessfully controlled numerous cases of underground fires and heating.
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