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NEW ZEALAND

NATIVE DEPARTMENT

THE DEVELOPMENT AND SETTLEMENT OF NATIVE LANDS
AND THE PROVlSlON OF HOUSES FOR MAORIS

(STATEMENT BY THE IMON. H. G. R. MASON, NATIVE MINISTER, UPON THE PROGRESS O

Presented to botk Houees oj the Geneml Aseembly by Le(we

GENERAL REPORT

Ta1s report, which deals with the operations of the Board of Native Affairs during the financial year
ended 31st March, 1945, scts out in concise form the principal activities undertaken throuﬂhout the year
in connection with the development, settlement, and farming of Native lands and ]‘Hldb owned or
occupied by Maoris, and in provigion of housing accommodation for Maoris. A report upon the other
activitics of the Native Department is contained in a separate parliamentary paper (G.-9).
The Board of Native Affairs was constituted under the Board of Native Affairs Act, 1934-35, and

consists of the following members 1~

The Native Minister (Chairman) ;

The Under-Secretary of the Native Department ;

The Financial Adviser to the Government ;

The Under-Secretary for Lands;

The Valuer-General ;

The Director-General of Agriculture ; and

Three other persons appointed by the Governor-General in Couneil,

The principal duty of the Board of Native Affairs, as defined by statute, is to promote the
settlement and more effective utilization by Maoris of Native land and of land owned or occupied by
Maoris, and to encourage them to engage in farming and in other industries related thereto. This duty,
of course, takes in horticultural pursuits as well, and the progress made in this branch of activity will
be referred to later in the report. The statutory provisions which enable houses to be provided for
Maoris are contained in the Native Housing Act, 1935, and its amendments.

The settlement of the Maori upon his own lands offers perhaps one of the widest avenues for his
advancement. The Board of Native Affairs is therefore steadily pursuing the poliey, first adopted in
1929, of developing unproductive Native lands with the assistance of funds provided by the State, and
a lalge section of the Maori people is thus being afforded the opportunity of earning a living under
conditions which they find most suitable. The results already manifested under this policy are distinetly y
encouraging. Development schemes now embrace a total area of over 1,169,865 acres, of which more
than 804,045 acres are in the course of being either developed and unprovod or farmed as settled
holdings. The number of individual farmers already established is now 1,892, and these settlers, together
with some 2,000 other farm workers, support a very.considerable number of dependants, estimated to
be in excess of 20,000.

In recent years the Maori people have unquestionably exhibited a greater trust and confidence
in the policy and the mechanism of a Native land development scheme. Much of their former reserve
and reluctance to bring their lands under the scheme, probably engendered by the memory of past
grievances in relation to their Native lands, 1s disappearing, and it is reasonable to hope that in the not
very distant future it will have wholly gone.

The Maori is naturally a son of the soil, and he brings to his husbandry a certain acquaintance with
agriculture in its elementary form and an intelligence which makes him an apt pupil who is very ecasily
taught. The desire to attain competence and eﬂu’len(‘y in modern farming practice and methods is
distinetly encouraged by the spirit of emulation and healthy competition which is present in the Maori
character ; and these desirable qualities can be fostered by an understanding, tactful, and sympathetic
policy of supervision and farming education. It would be indeed suprising, therefore, if the Maori
failed to respond.

During the initial stage of development when the land is being cleared, grassed, and fenced, most
Maori farmers find themselves in congenial surroundings, as day-to-day progress holds their 1ntucst
in the project. 1t is at a later stage, when the land has been stocked, and entered into production, when
maintenance of stock, pastures, zmd improvements are necessary, that the farmer must learn to sustain
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consistent effort, in order to make a success of his venture, Here it is that good supervision, exercised
by tactful men who understand the Maori, can render the best assistance by suitable encouragement,
especially during the months when returms are small and appear insufficient reward for the work
undertaken up to that time or in prospect.

In sheep-farming, where there is one wool cheque o year and stock is sold during & short period
only, a high degree of self-reliance is required not, only fo finance the home and farm, bui, also to carry
out maintenance to plant, buildings, gates and fene o.s, and to husband the stock WJL}lout any expectation
of a return for many months, U ntloul)i(‘(ll) this has accounted for the high popularity of dairying
among the Maori farmers, for many feel that the quick and recurrent return@ from their labours each
month more than compensate for the additional toil and self-discipline required in a dairy-farmer,

Farm Production

Although New Zealand is eapable of growing a wide variety of crops, the climate and soil fertility
are espeeially conducive to pastoral pursuits. HEven in the cold seasons, grasses make some growth,
and stock can be wintered in the open, their food-supply supplemented in some measure by hay and
ensilage, which are for the most part products of the land in the season of flush growth harvested to
supplement the feed upon which the si'/o('l( is wintered.  The possibility of all-the-year-round pastoral
farming has probably been the cause of its having greater favour in the North Island compared with
cropping.  The Native land development schemes i the South Island have this year produced
commercial crops of potatoes, peas, and barley with a small quantity of wheat. In addition, 26 tons
of chalf were also obtained. .

Oceupiers of Native land development farms (units) are almost invariably nominated upon a
recommendation of the Native Land Court. The Court’s recommendation of a wnit for any property
is given only after a public hearing, and takes into account the wishes of the owners of the propotty,
the industry and capacity of the nominee, the proposals of the Department’s Jocal farm supervisor,
and relevant circumstances. N(ﬂWlthstandlnﬂ the eare given to the selection of occupiers, some fail
to attain the standard necessary for success as farmers. As the total number includes many who are
hut recently settled and have not yet been adequately tried ag farmers, the number of units considered
as unlikely to become efficient farmers is very small indeed. In the case of unsuccessful farmers,
apphication is made to the Court for the recommendation of another person to take over the farm,
but no change is made until every opportunity has been given to the unsuccessful unit to overcome
any lack of experience or training which may he retarding his progress and so prove his right to
further trial. )

During the year, grants amounting to £141,485 were reccived from the Consolidated Fund by way
of labour subsidies. 'This money has been expended on the development of marginal lands which,
without some form of financial assistance, could not be brought into production and so made to hear
its resident population, for it must not he overlooked that the land 18 always found in association with
the people.  The gross expenditure of public moneys for the year on all the agricultural and pastoral
schemes controlled by the Department, including labour subsidies, was £780,014 (compared with
£668,400 for the previous year), while receipts from farming operations amounted to £667,807
(compared with £574,455 for the previous year). Thus the year s working, without recourse to new
apital, resulted in a surplus of £29,278 after the payment of £98,100 to the Consolidated Fund in
interest charges.

FExpenditure under the Native Housing Aet, 1935, amounted to £39,613, while during the year
h()usmo mortgagors made repayments of |)111101}ml £20,121 and met interest charges of £4 000,

C’L“h collections by the Department under each hcadmg showed some variation when compared
with the previous year. Receipts from butterfat increased by 23 per cent., while the Department’s
share of wool proceeds dropped by 9 per cent. Sales of live-stock brought an additional 24 per cent.,
but the returns from miscellaneous items (including erops), which are grouped under the heading
“ Sundries,” fell by 15 per cent. Taken over the whole, the collections in cash were 16 per cent. above
last year’s total.  The actual amount of the revenue collected under each heading was as follows
butterfat (representing the Department’s retention, which averaged 44 per cent.), £192,484, compared
with £156,000 for the previeus season ; wool gales, £103,036, as against £112,803 for 1944 ; live-stock
sales, £336,600, in comparison with £269,324 for the previous year; and sundry reeeipts (crops and
other farm produce), £30,479, the previous years receipts being £36,301. On State-controlled schemes
the volume of dairy-produce increased last year from 4,816,281 lb. to 5,766,691 1b., while the wool
clip of 5,925 bales showed an increase of 225 bales over the 1944 season. The nineteen stations
financed by the Native Trustee and the Maori Land Boards produced a total of 2,069 bales of wool
of a gross value of £37,133, as compared with 2,033 bales (£38,723) for the preceding year ; sales of
live-stock on these properties reached £60,386, 1in comparison with £50,211 in 1944, On the BKast
Coast Trust stations, 3,663 bales of wool were shorn, the previous year’s olip being 3,650 ; live-stoek
sales amounted to £105,006 (£85,765).

The live-stock returns at 31st March, 1945, show an increase in dairy cattle and breeding-ewes,
with a drop in the numbers of other stock carried.

The tallies, with the previous year’s figures shown in parentheses, on the farming schemes
financed by the State were ag follows : cows milked during the season, 43,382 (39,500) ; other dairy
stock, 20,291 (22,600) ; run cattle, 26,954 (30,500); breeding-ewes, 163,173 (160,200) ; dry sheep,
116,779 (128,100). The sixteen Native Trust stations were carrying 7,559 (7,300) run cattle, 32,350
(31,700) breeding-ewes, and 30,410 (34,900} dry sheep, while the figures for the three Maori Land
Board stations were 2,972 (3,350) run cattle, 17,552 (18,500) breeding-ewes, and 14,212 (11,600) dry
sheep.

Weather

In the far North the weather this year was favourable for dairy-farming, the abundant sammer
rains bringing a growth of grass that is unusual, but in this case weleome, as it was the means of increasing

the hutterfut production o a figure much hlghm than that of the ]nocedmh year, The Waikato district
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was favoured with a mild year and quantities of winter fodder have been brought forward. The Hast
Coast - Gishorne - Waitroa district experienced a year so unusually dry that conditions were difficult for
many farmers with inadequate water-supplies. The Wairarapa, Manawatu, and Hastings districts
had a spell of wet weather at shearing and harvesting time which resulted in some loss, but otherwise
the seasons were not abnormal. In the South Island very difficult eonditions were experienced in
Southland and the dreariness of 4 very wet winter prevailed well into December. Further heavy rain
in March interfered with the harvesting of cereals but produced a flush of grass, while at Wairau similar
conditions prevailed.  Spnowstorms shortly after lambing time caused serious interference with stock
in the Wellington and Manawatu districts and on the South lsland schemes. The Taranaki area
experienced some of the most favourable elimatic conditions for many years, with the result that the
butterfat production in that district reached a new record.

Ahuwhenua Trophy

“Son of the Soil ” trophy, presented by Lord Bledisloe during his term as Governor-tieneral of
New Zealand as a challenge trophy for competition by Maori settlers on land developmeut schemes,
was awarded this year to Mr. J. Wharekura, a farmer from Horohoro, in the Rotorua distriet.

The annual contest continues to exhibit unquestionable value in encouraging the Maori people to
strive for the best results from the farming of their holdings and so stimulate a spirit of emulation and
healthy competition. The judge, in making his award this year, stated that the development work
carried out, the standard of farming adopted, and the volume of production was a great credit to all
concerned, and he remarked that the same degree of effort applied, as it could be, to large arcas of land
in the North Island would increase production many times. The competitors had shown what was
possible by the application of energy, determination, and ntelligence, with departmental assistance
where necessary.

This year’s winner, who was placed third in last year’s contest, farms 125 acres, running 63 cows
and heifers together with a small flock of sheep and some pigs.  His return from a commercial erop of
potatoes was oxcellent.  The second placed competitor hag a farm of 56 acres carrying 44 cows and
heifers, 2 working horses, and 26 pigs. '

Consolidation

Consolidation has not made the progress expected during the year under review, more particularly
because sufficient trained staff has not been available for the work. For nearly eighty vears now New
Zealand has pursued, through the machinery of the Native Land Courts, the simplification of Native
land titles. Relatively small progress was made until 1930. In that year an active policy of development
of Native lands began, and it was found that ownership of land by numerous individuals or by a
community was a serious handicap to progress of the development scheme, and the progress of
consolidation was resorted to in a greater measure. Consolidation has been defined as “* the act of
grouping into units of economie efficiency the multitudinous interests of a Maori community in seattered
remnants of land, such consolidation being accomplished with a strict regard to the legal rights of cach
individual owner and the value of the interests concerned.” Fxpressed hriefly, this work entails locating
in one composite area the scattered landed interests of an individual or, at the most, of a family or
hapu into compact groups as far as possible, convenient from an cconomic farming point of view.
Every endeavour is made to provide the new holdings, where practicable, with all the natural accessories
demanded by modern farming, and accordingly the new boundarics laid down for each block are
governed by natural features, water-supply, accessibility by road, and the like.

Native Trustee

The investments of the Native Trustec and the seven Maori Land Boards, controlled, as they are,
by the Board of Native Affairs, show a sound financial position. At the conclusion of the last
financial year the Native Trustee had £181,830 invested in Governimnent securities, £372,560 on mortgage,
and a further £134,319 by way of overdraft to stations and other farm properties. The Maori Land
Boards at 31st March had £242,237 on deposit with the Native Trustee, £271,029 invested in (fovernment
securities, £221,489 invested m mortgages to various Maoris, and had granted overdrafts amounting
to £70,348 to various properties engaged in primary production. The total lability to Maori
beneficiaries of institutions under the control of the Board was £849,461, this being covered by
investments amounting to £1,493,812, reserve funds of £386,878, and cash balances of £68,789.

Horticulture

In his primitive state the Maori necessaily depended largely upon the limited range of his crops
for sustenance, and with the aid of crude implements and infinite patience and diligence developed
a high degree of proficiency in supplementing the natural resources of the country. Many have
orientated themselves to the changed circumstances of a new mode of life, but through comparative
isolation or inability to keep pace with modern development many are still in a state of transition,
and more intimate contact is required to exploit the latent potentialities of the people and aid them
in achieving the degree of self-sufficiency and confidence in operations essential to their welfare.

"A good response has followed the inauguration of efforts to stimulate cropping and horticultural
pursuits, and the number of people interested and desivous of producing commereial. crops of maize,
onions, and potatoes is inereasing. Coincident with organized production has been the systematic
marketing of produce, with uniformly satisfactory results and better returns to the growers than have
hitherto been obtained under individual marketing. During the last year, kumaras, potatoes, onions,
and carrots to the approximate value of £20,000 were marketed on behalf of Maori producers by the
Native Department.  This, in addition to the quantity sold by the growers personally, constitutes
a worth-while effort under the existing condibions.

There is every indication that guidance in cropping and orderly marketing can play a big part
in improving the well-being of the people and the national economy. As in all undertakings where
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so much depends upon individual inclination or effort, and the effort is regulated by financial return
added income from successful cropping can supply the stimulus to home mmprovement and a higher
standard of living. Greater efforts are being made to foster the ** pride in home ** spirit by encouraging
the planting of shelter, fruit trees, and home gardens and providing the necessary advice and
instruction. The background of inadequate returns from previous unregulated efforts ix difficult to
overcome, but the prospect is distinctly promising.

The steady depletion of natural timber supplies demands planned planting, more especially on
land not suitable for grassing, of trees that will counteract erosion and be of economic value either
as shelter material or for fencing and allied purposes. In view of this, a comprehensive plan of
reafforestation is envisaged. Much has been done in planting shelter on development schemeos, and the
constant requirements in this respect necessitate the maintenance of nurseries to produce the trees.
The nurserics are staffed by Maoris and play no small part in furthering trec-mindedness among those
whom 1t 1s desired to benefit ; and the eventual propagation of fruit trees will assist in reducing the
deficiency of fruit in the average Maori diet.

In addition to the personal instruction and assistance in cropping and marketing that is available,
areas where up-to-date horticultural practice can be demonstrated are being established. The
Whirimaki Maori Young Farmers’ Club, under the guidance of a departmental officer, exemplifies the
spirit and the thirst for knowledge among the young Maori people, and the cxpansion of this movement
1s anticipated.

Production of vegetables on a large scale for processing is envisaged in the near future, and
arrangements that will benefit a large body of Maoris on small holdings are in hand.

Instruction in schools, home gardens, and settlements will be continued with the object of
improving home conditions and dietetic standards by the industry and application of the people
themselves.

Attention is being devoted to producing marketable crops and to marketing, and the Departiment’s
liaison between the growers and the marketing authorities or markets is proving of very great value
and convenience to both partics,

Operations will be continued along these lines with the object of fitting people into futler and
more uscful lives and developing the qualitics necessary to good citizenship.

Rehabilitation

The Department continues to act as agent for the Rehabilitation Board in the rehabilitation of
Maori ex-servicemen.  The Under-Secretary of the Department is a statutory member of the
Rehabilitation Board and Counecil and is Chairman of the Maori Rehabilitation Kinanee Committee,
which is a sub-committee of both the Rehabilitation Board and the Board of Native A ffairs.

During the year the Crown acquired, for the settlement of Maori ex-servicemen, a portion of
Mr. A, T. Carroll’s property at Wairoa known as Huramua Station. The aren acquired, comprising
1,778 acres, while being further developed preparatory to subdivision, is being utilized as a training
centre where Maori returned soldiers are receiving practical instruction in modern farming methods.
Accommodation is available for up to ten trainees at onc time. Negotiations to acquire other
properties were begun during the year, and since its close two hlocks were purchased for rehabilitation
purposes. .

Some progress has been made with rehabilitation, both in the way of providing houses and
furniture and settlement on lands generally, during the past year, but it is hoped, and, indeed, it is
already evident, that progress will be much accelerated during the forthcoming year.

Maoris applying for rehabilitation assistance are not entirely confined to the agency of the Native
Department, and may, and do, in appropriate circumstances, obtain rehabilitation benefits through
the State Advances Corporation and other agency Departments associated with the Rehabilitation
Department.

Housing

The progress of housing and other constructional activities of the Department, as in the building
industry generally has again heen seriously handicapped by the shortage of materials and skilled labour.
Operations are dependent on the availability of experienced and suitable Maori or Huropean tradesmen
to take charge of the various building teams as leading hands and job foremen, who, in addition to trade
knowledge, must have the ability to understand and train the Maori workman. This dearthof skilled
men not only keeps labour costs at o high rate, but also makes the task of supervising seni-skilled and
unskilled workers a particularly heavy one, resulting in the need for liiting field operations within the
capacity of the present supervisory stafl’ to give adequate attention to works in progress. Maori trainees
from the rehabilitation trade training centres ave now being absorbed into etuployment on Maori housing
operations as they become available. The prodnets of these training schools should form a valuable
contribution to man-power requirements as the trainees gain experience in the application of the
knowledge they have gained under the rchabilitation training scheme. Taking a long-range view,
Maori housing will considerably benefit in the future by the recruitment of trained labour from this
source.

Early in the year considerable progress was made in completing areangements for the appointment
of supervisory staft' in convenient localities throughout the North Island. While further appointments
of overseers may be necessary to provide adequate coverage and control of future widespread
activities, the staff now appointed will permit more concentrated attention being given to the improve-
ment of Maori housing conditions in the coming financial year. There is, however, a growing need for
further administrative staff to cope with the increased volume of work incurred by investigation of
housing applications and other administrative duties necessary as a preliminary to field activities.

The co-operation reccived from the various supply authorities in arranging for material
requirements when difficulties were experienced in this regard are appreciated. The problem of supply

as related to the scattered nature of activity is a matter of concern, and as the pressure of housing

-
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work develops so the need arises for establishing storage and works depots in central localities in order
to obtain and maintain adequate custody and delivery of materials and equipent.

Congtant attention is being given fo the establishment of housivg advances on u satisfactory
long-term hasis not only for the purpose of meeting increased building costs, but also to provide improved
housing standards.  This is particularly necessury m considering the requirements of large families as
related to the limited financial resources of such applicants.  Applications for housing in town and
suburban areas have shown a marked increase, thus presenting problems in the provision of loans
sufficient to meet the costs of higher standards of construction and degign necessary in such areas.
Consideration is also being given to the question of rental housing in town arcas where Maoris have
become established in permanent industrial employment,.

While the progress on housing operations has been restricted owing to factors confronting the
building industry as a whole, the technical and administrative machinery has been gradually developed
to-meet the requirements of a heavier programme of work which will be evident immediately
conditions in the industry become easier.  Although the honses completed for the year have heen less
in number than might be desired, the steady growth of the organization is apparent when it is considered
that the work in progress at the end of the year amounted fo almost double the year’s return for completed
dwellings, with about thirty building tearns operating.

During the year under review a total of 102 houses were provided, while the total number of

dwellings provided for Maorts up to 3Ist March, 1945, was 2,503,

T Native Minister.

STATE DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES
Tokerau Maori Land Board District

The Tokerau District embraces the whole peninsula north of Auckland, and therein dwell a
quarter of the Dominion’s Maori popualation. The population is fast inereasing, thereby adding to the
responsibilities of the Department in its admivistration of Maori affairs. The development of Maori
lands s providing a useful solution to the economic problems of many of these people and is creating
a new interest among them as ancestral lands become developed and are made productive.  Dairying
i the main avenue for bringing the land to a self-supporting stage.

Vigorous progress in land development has, however, been retarded by wartime exigencies, such as
lack of fertilizers, shortage of farm labour, and restricted use of farming materials, but despite
disappointments and set-backs it is very pleasing to report that a notable inerease in butterfas
production has been recorded this year., The fotal yield of 2,069,999 Ih. of hutterfat from Maori unit
farms financed by the Department shows an inerease of 407,749 1b. or approximately 25 per cont.,
above last year’s figures.  On the whole, the season under review has been favourable to dalry-farmers,
Copious swmmer rains produced an abundance of feed in practically all distriets and production reached
a considerably higher peak than was the case last season, when a very dry spell set in early in the season.
Another factor has been that the dairy herds are generally in good health and should enter the wintor
monthy with a better chance of combating serious diseases.

Individual Maort farmers under the control of the Department number 817, while, in wddition,
16 large stations or comprehensive schemes ave operated. A number of these comprehensive schemes
at present depasturing sheep and cattle are suitable for closer settlement and when subdivided could
i sonte cases, be made available for rehabilitation of Maori ex-servicemen,

Employment promotion grants during the year accounted for £32,279 warking a decrease of
£2,634 on last year’s figures. This amount has provided sustenance and work for a monthly average
of 291 farming units and full-time workmen.

Wool production has been kept to last year's level.  The total of 451 bales clipped reflects an
ncrease of 3 bales as compared with last year's clip of 448 hales.  In the main these wool clips were
produced from departmental stations, as very few individual Maori farmers in the North Auckland
district run sheep, dairy-farming being the predominant occupation.

During the year it was necessary to call for an investigation and report from the Director of
Animal Research Division, Department of Agriculture, to inquire into the menace of tape-worms and
fly trouble amongst the sheep on Wairein Scheme, where fairly heavy losses had oceurred, The treat-
ment preseribed was carried out, but although an improvement has been shown, the fly trouble iy still
persistent this season.  The results of the measures taken in combating the tape-worm menace will
uot be apparent until later.

The result of the 1944-45 Ahuwhenua Trophy competition shows the enteants well up o
standard.  One competitor at Takahue secured third place. The judge of the competition especially
commended this competitor for the striking transformation of his property from standing bush to
good grazing land with very limited financial assistance.

Housing

During the year the Departnient took over from the Public Works Depurtment the construction
of houses for Maoris in this district, and a Building Supervisor has heen appointed for the North
Auckland area. A great deal of leeway has to be made up in connection with erection of houses for
Maoris in $his distriet, and numerous recommendations have heen forwarded for approval.  Under
the development scheme, twelve houses and sixteen cow-sheds were ereeted during the year. This
does not include houses huilt by other branches of the Departinent’s activities, for under phe pro-
visions of Special Housing Fund and Housing Act nine houses were erected and three more purchased
and renovated for the vecupation of mortgagors.
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Horticulture

Proposals for developing the activities of the Maori people under this heading are under cloge
investigation. Owing to distance from markets and other factors the prospects  for commercial
growing are not good, but it is anticipated that much benefit will be obtained from the fostering of the
home gardens and orchards.

Rehabilitation

This is an important problem and one which will demand iner asing attentlon as repatriation
proceeds.  Close lialson is maintained with the Rehabilitation Department and immediate attention
1s given to all cases as they come forward with the object of training ex-seevicemen for farming or of
placing them wheve they are fitted for immediate placement either on their own lands or on arcas
acquired for rehabilitation purposes.

Waikato- Maniapoto Maori Land Board District

With headquarters at Auckland, this district embraces the Waikato, Hauraki, and King-couutry
areas. There are three sub-offices— Pacroa, Hamilton, and Te Kuiti-—and local supervigion 1s earried
out by six field officers. The total area gazetted is 67,777 acres, of which 30,923 acres are in occupation
by 244 Native settlers. A total of 12,165 acres have been developed by the Department and
administered under sixteen comprehensive schemes or stations, many of which will be considered
for subdivision into suitable areas for closer settlement by Maori farmers as occusion arises.

Good climatic conditions favoured the district and consequently an excellent season resulted.
Adequate quantities of hay and winter feed have been conserved.

For the year under review the total production of butberfat was 851,226 Ib., giving an inerease
of approximately 30 per cent. on the previous year’s figures. The above weights are remarkable when
the severe shortages of fertilizers and farm labour are taken into consideration. Wool figures show a
total of 982 bales clipped, and increase of 83 bales on the previous year.

The average number of workmen cmployed was 135, and grants from the Consolidated Fund
amount to £18,899, a decrease of £1,057 on last year’s figures.  With these funds the Department was
able to subsidize work of a capital nature on marginal lands in addition to providing a reasonable
standard of living for farmers on propertics not yet self-supporting.

The total eash receipts for the year from all sources amounted {o £96,402, as compared with
£82,310 last year.

Housing

Owing to shortage of materials and labour very little housing on scheme properties was carried
out during the year other than minor repair work.  During the year, however, under the Special
Housing Fund and Housing Act, eleven houses were erected and three purchased and renovated.  The
recent appomntment of o Building Supervisor, and the organization of stalf to cope with huilding
construction, will enable progress to be made more rapidly.

Rehabilitation

Few inquiries for rehabilitation assistance were made by ex-servicemen in this district. Ample
Maori-owned Tands of a suitable quality arc available, and as the demand hecomes greater and
fertilizer and other materials become available development of these lands will provide a solution to
this probleny.

Waiariki Maori Land Board District

Work in connection with development activities has been confined mainly to the maintenance
of existing properties and to increasing their production.

Receipts by the Department have increased since last year from £247,564 to £290.115. and while
developiment operations last year showed a net liability of £800,640), to-day the amount is £762,016.

Wool production has heen inercased during the past three years with 2,075 bales in 1942-43,
2,082 bules 1n 1943—44, while this year the total bales were 2,318,

The numbers of stock carried this year compared with 1935 (in parentheses) indicate the vast
tiprovement in the carrying capacity of the Native lands under development in this disrict
17,153 (9,915) dairy stock of all classes; 1,206 (165) working horses; 10,385 (3,942) run cattle ;
102,413 (28,000) sheep, of which 19,959 arc breeding-ewes.

In 1935, cash receipts from all sources totalled £29,000 while the total this year has reached
£290,000, :

In Ruatoki, the largest settlement of farmers in the Rotorua district, many of the unit aceounts
arc now in credit, and while these make periodical withdrawals to meet items of farming expense, they
prefer to make many purchases from their own funds. There have been no requests from Ruatoki for
the Department to release lands from the development scheme, and this is a gratifying sign that scttlers
have confidence in the departmental administration in matters affecting their lands.

At Horohoro, keen interest has been shown in farm finance and the tribal cotmittee of that area
has co-operated with the Supervisor in an endéavour to readjust the position of those farms where the
personal element has placed the holdings in an unsatisfactory position.  With the contemplated granting
of tenures at Tikitere and Horohoro, a better understanding should be introduced and the outlook made
favourable for those farmers who desire to suceeed. The efforts of these can he whole-heartedly
applauded, and they are encouraged by the Department’s officers to view the future with optimisn,

A special committee of investization toured the Coust district during the present year and dealt
with many of the contentious problems that had been causing dissatisfaction in the minds of the units
of the coastal belt. The complaints received were mainly founded upon misunderstandings, and it
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is pleaging to record that now the differences have been satisfactorily settled the settlers have shown
a greater degree of co-operation and willingnesy to assist themselves,

The winner of the Ahuwhenua Trophy this year was Mr. ). Wharckura, a farmer at Horohoro,
in the Ngati-Kahungunu portion of the settlement.  Mr. and Mrs. Wharckura have truly carned this
highly merited award, for during the absence of the husband (an ex-soldier of World War 1) on home-
service duties during the present world conflict Mrs. Wharekura attended to all the farming activities
herself with some outside female help.

The Maori war effort liaison work has continued to be fostered in this distriet with the close
co-operation of the Department. Pumpkins, onions, kumaras, and potatoes have been cropped, while
every help was extended to the Maori tribal committees of Rotorua in the raising of their patriotic
quota for the current year, when the record sum of £3,450 was paid over by the Maori people as their
voluntary contribution to this year’s patriotic appeal.

It has again heen necessary to cull herds owing to the continued low fat production per cow and
per acre, but it 18 anticipated that this course will ensure better results in future. TFifteen years of
development have seen great strides made in the large-scale land-development activities, hut it is
recognized that in this district the personal clement on many small unit holdings fails to reach the
standard requived through the principles of scientific farming not: heing properly applied or not yet
understood.  As the principles are mastered the fat production per cow per acre witl be increased.  One
unit at Te Kaha produced 281 . fat per cow, and it is considered that this effort can well be expected
from many more in future. The satisfaction of housing needs of the people has been retarded, due to
shortage of labour and materials, but every cffort is heing made to push on this very essential part of
our departmental operations as labour and materials become available, and there are now a number of
arpentering gangs at work throughout the district.

Reinforcements for the Maori Battalion overseas have continued to make a heavy draw on the
Maori man-power available, while the needs of essential industry such as the freezing-works have
necessitated our seheme lands being short-manned from time o time throughout the year.

All county authorities in the district are satisfied with the annual rate compromises and payments
made by Maori lands, although one outstanding problem which remains to be solved is the Matakaoa
County claim, which covers rates outstanding over a period of more than eight years. 1t is regretted
that again this year many areas of the district, particularly Cape Runaway, Whakatane, and Ruatahuna,
have been seriously handicapped by heavy floods.  Damage in the Ngatiawa flood was particularly heavy,
while Ruatahuna was isolated for many months.  Weather conditions on the average have been fatr,
though the coastal belt experienced ample rain and sunshine.

Close co-operation exists with the Rehabilitation Department, and men eligible for settlement
have been. graded, and steps are being taken to ensure their establishwent, on family or other farming
areas acquired for the purposc.

The Maori Training School of Carpentering at Ohinemuty, controlled by the Rehabilitation
Department, is demonstrating that the average Maori soldier, by keenness and ability, can rapidly
become efficient in the trade. Tt will be of inestimable value to the Maori race to have this avenue for
training its returned soldiers, as many of them do not desive farming for their future livelihood.

The two most serious problems met this year are shortage of sodium supplies and the lack of
cobaltized manures. The high cost and shortage of sodium chlovate is making the control of ragwort
an expensive proposition, nccessitating heavy subsidies in such areas as Ruatoki, Horohoro, and
Waiohau. Sheep have been used in an endeavour to control the weed, but the reduction in dairy herds
upon the introduction of sheep to a farm gives rise to serious thought. In Rotorua Central area the
lack of cobaltized manure is particularly felt, as it has resulted in a definite loss of revenue,

Tairawhiti Maori Land Board District

Development operations throughout the district continued to show an improvement in spite of
the many shortages caused by war conditions. An unusually dry spell which fasted from spring right
through to the early autumn was experienced from one end of the district 1o the other. This had an
adverse effect on the fattening of lambs for the freezing-works, with also a resultant, shortage of winter
feed for cattle.  Dairying operations were not affected to the same extent, and an actual increase in
the butterfat production was attained. A greater quantity of hay was saved, which should offset the
winter shortage of feed.

Speaking generally, it can be said that approximately 60 per cent. of the units have reached the
stage where they could be deseribed as successful farmers, whereas a further 20 per cent. show hope
of eventually coming up to the required standard. Of the remainder, there are a number who may
require to be replaced, and it is hoped that with the return of the overscas Forces some of these farms
will provide an avenue for rchahbilitation of a number of the Maori soldiers. A greater measure of
suceess has been achieved with the stations. Owing to the continued high prices for wool, meat, and
stock, many are in a sound financial position, while the quality of stock carried has been mproved
considerably.

The farming operations of the Huramua Station, which was purchased for the training of returned
Maor1 servicemen, and eventually for subdivision and Settlement, has been carried on with the existing
dairy herd, sheep, and cattle. There are at present five Grade B and one Grade € trainees receiving
instruction and gaining experience. One additional trainee Jeft of his own accord, and a further two
are awaiting grading. All camp buildings have been completed and the provision of electricity for
lighting and heating arranged. As it is desired that all branches of farming practice be embraced,
the appointment of a further instructor to take over the dairying is being arranged.

Wailorongomal Station, under the control of the Maori Land Board, is now in a sound financial
position, and the stock requirements have been built up both in cattle and sheep, and further
purchases, with the exception of sires, will not be necessary. Although extensive fencing maintenance
is still required, this will be completed as labour hecomes available, and should not affeet the objective
of the payment of a substantial annual dividend to the owners. There is ample fencing timbey
available on the bloek,
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Native Trust stations with the oxceptlon of Tawhiti, Hikuwai, and Mokonui have improved
(:unmdem,lﬂ,y, and are now in a position to show fairly tslll)h antial plohts Marangairoa, Opapa, and
Pohutu Stations have been more heavily stocked with cattle, with a consequent reduction in the
numbers of sheep. 1t has been found that there is a considerable benefit to pastures, while sheep
profits are maintained and there is only a small reduction in the wool return. The transfer of surplus
stock from the northern end of the distriet to the Waiariki distriet has been continued and a sub-
stantial sum saved on commission.  During the year the control of Hurakia Station (584 acres) has
been vested in the Native Trustee. This is a small block near the Hast Cape which has been allowed
to deteriorate, and 1t will be some considerable time before the farn is put on a sound footing.

Maori housing under the control of this Department was commenced in April, 1944. A great
deal of organizing was necessary and it was not until Junce that actual operations started. Since then,
however, goo(l progress has been made and the scheme is now well established. The construction
gang comprises seven key men and twentv-two Maoris, with varied oxporxonce, and includes five
retutned Maori servicemen. The purchase and utilization of an oil company’s buildings at Waikokopu
filled a gap caused by the short supply of materials, poviding ten dwellings with accommodation for
over sixty people. The bailding programme for the Huramua Training Farm was undertaken by the
Housing Branch, and the following buildings were erected : manager’s residence (new), cookhouse
and dining-room, ten single-man huts, two eight-men hats, ablutions and drying room and con-
veniences, store-shed (30 [t. by 20 (), and implement-shed (30 ft. by 18 ft.). In addition, repairs to
existing dwellings were made.  Building operations in the northern end of the district have been
delayed pending the supplies of seasoned timber from the mill, which is financed by the Maori Land
Board, becoming available. A yard has been established for the stocking and seasoning of timber,
and it 1s hoped to install a dressing plant almost immediately for the supply of flooring, lining, &e.
When this is completed the whole of the timber required can be obtained from this source. The
housing activities for the year are illustrated by the following :—

New houses erected . . .. .. . .. b

New houses under construction
Huts re-erected for ex-servicemen . .. . .
Alterations and additions .. .. . . o 10
Bulk stores erected
Station buildings erected

AL =3
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Aotea Maori Land Board District

The more favourable climatic conditions experienced during the year have resulted in a new
high record for butterfat, the production aggregating approximately 380,000 Ib. This an increase
of 16 per cent. on the highest production figure previously recorded (1942-43) and has been achieved
in spite of the nadequate supplies of top-dressing during the past few years and the consequent
det ‘(\riomtion of pastures. The increased wage and farm cost allowances being paid for the current
year’s dairy-produce will materially assist the units in meeting the higher material and labour costs
prevailing, but these will not be fully reflected in the accounts for the year ended 31st March. Full
advantage has been taken of the increased fertilizer allowance for dairy-farmers.

Nine unifs are now dairying in the Tokaanu district and the results have been most onooura«rmg,
while the foundations have been laid for a new dairying centre in the distriet south of Lake Taupo.
On these sections further development work is necessary, particularly internal fencing and the
planting of shelter belts, but the present high cost of fencing materials restricts activities in these
direetions to the barest essentm]s

The further clearing of pumice lands in the Tokaanu district has been postponed until the
position regarding future supplies of fertilizer 1s clarified. It is proposed to utilize any labour thus
displaced by embarking on a programme of tree-planting in this area. Feneing timber of good
quality is now available for the Tuwharetoa lands and from a subdivision of the Pukawa Block which
was recenbly brought under development. These will provide a convenient supply of posts and battens
for the adjacent arcas.

Certain arcas of development lands on the shores of Lake Taupo have been adversely affected
through the raising of the level of the lake for hydro-electrical power. A survey of the extent of the
damage is now being carried out, and the question of compensation will in due course be considered
by a tribunal which has been appointed for that purpose.

The work on the Manunui Scheme has been largely restricted to the utilization of available labour
in bushfelling, cleartng, and control of rabbits and noxious weeds, and the splitting of firewood. On
the general area at Ranana, little but mamtenance work has been po%lblo owing to prevailing shortage
of labour. The live-stock on the general arcas have wintered well and good prices were realized for
fat sheep and cattle.  Continued wet weather during the early summer delayed shearing operations,
and eonsequentiy the full returns from the wool clip did not come to credit before the close of the
financial year

An area of 999 acres in the Whangaipeke Blocks was brought under the provisions of Part I of
the Native Land Amendment Act, 1936, and, in addition, 2,552 acres in the Pukawa Blocks, which
were purchased by the Crown in .luno, 1943, are now avai db ¢ for development. Recent exchanges
of land interests between the Maoris and the Crown should provide a further area of approximately
20,000 acres of land which, ag soon ag the titles are finalized, the owners desire to be incorporated in
the Korohe and Tauranga-Taupo Schemes. The large areas of land in the Tuwharetoa district which
are at present or will in the future be available for development should furnish an opportunity to
undertake the rehabilitation of Maori ex-servicemen on a large scale, in addition to making provision
for the settlement of loeal owners. Preparations in this direction could be accelerated by the use of
modern mechanical methods of clearing lands and sowing them in pasture as soon as adequate supplies
of fertilizer are assured and the necessary field staff is obtainable for the efficient supervision and
control of the operations,



Native Housing

The continuing laboar and material difliculties have confined our activities to those of an urgent
or essentinl nature covering, in the main, work nccessary to prevent deferioration in health or
reduction in farm production. o some extent difficulties were avoided by the purchase of existing
dwellings, and the year’s activities resulted iu a betterment of conditions in nineteen cases, comprising
the purchase of six houses, the ercetion ol cleven, and the renovation of two.  Farm buildings necessary
to the maintenance of production were crected as requived.

During the latter part of the year, and in accordance with departimental policy, the organizution
necessary to increase the scope of the building activities has been established.  Such extension of
organization covers hoth field and office, and its suceess will be gauged by the manner in which the
expected influx on worlk is dealt with.  Sueh influx, it is anticipated, will arise due to various causes,
including the release of lubour and materials, rehabilitation, and the more complete utilization by the
Muori people of the advantages accruing under the provisions of the Native Housing Act.

Rehabilitaiion

Large areas of undeveloped Maori land, more particulurly in the Tuwharctoa area, have great
potentialities for the scttlement of Maori ex-servicemen of this district. linmediate sottlement is
unpracticable under existing circumstances, but on the necessary machinery, materials, and fertilizer
becoming available, together with an appropriate allocation of man-power, results already obtained
on this class of country justily optimistic forecasts that further settlement will prove a success. In
the initial stages of development these lands should also provide an avenue for training mnexperienced
men who indicate a preference for settlement on the land.  With this object in view the necessary
planning will yeceive immediate attention, thus avoiding delay when conditions are favourable. The
only avenue for immediate settlement on fully or partly improved arcas would be those lands formerly
under lease which have rveverted to the owners.

Tkaroa and South Island Maori Land Board Districts .

Owing to the schemes in this district being situated in a large area of country extending to both
Islands, very great changes in climatic conditions are experienced on individual projects. Taken ag
a whole, the year 1944-45 has not been a good season as fur as farming activities have been concerned.
In the South Island, bad weather has been general, and at Wairau the wet conditions which prevailed
during the late winter and ecarly summer culminated with a flood on the 19th January. The flood
waters flowed over the top of the stop-bank at various places and resulted in the loss of 12 acres of peas,
11 acres of potatoes, and 10 acres of oats. In Southland, wet and cold conditions were prevalent
throughout the spring and extended up to Christmas.  Grass and crops were thus slow in getting away.
Considerable rain in March seriously interfered with the harvesting of cats, but produced an abundance
of feed.  In the Wairarapa and Manawabu disteicts, weather conditions were not favourable, but they
were nob abnormal, and the same applied to the Hastings district, although during shearing operations
and grass-seed harvesting a bad spell of wet weather was experienced, resulting in a dillicult period
with some losses.

L spite of adverse conditions, small but steady progress has been made throughout the district,
reflecting eredit on the supervision exercised —in the North Island by the field staff, at Blenheim by the
Commigsioner of Crown Lands, and at Invercargill by the Chief Surveyor, Lands and Survey
Departiment. Butterfat produciion is up some 8,000 1h., this result heing obtained from a lower number
of cows milked than the previous year. The output of wool is up 35 bales, and from the gale of live-stock
approximately the same figures as last year were realized,

In these difficult war years it has been the policy to consolidate and maintain the development
that has already been reached. Owing to the shortage of Tabour and certain materials no major capital
works have heen attewpted, and although conditions appear to be gradually improving, it will be some
time yet before normal development can be carried out. Tn the meantime, progress cannot be as rapid
as could he desived, but steady development will be aimed at until conditions return to normal.

Housing

The year under review diseloses a further inerease in the contribution towards the improvement
in the living conditions of the Maori people.  During the year six houses were erected and renovated
i the Ikaroa District and four in the South Island.  In addition, sixteen houses were purchased for
Maoris in the fkaroa District.  Constraction of houses has been mpeded to some extent by the limited
materials and labour available, but it is confidently anticipated that as conditions gradually improve
and supplies of material and labour become available, the construetion of dwellings will be considerably
stepped-up.

An endeavour has been made to maintain the periodic inspection of houses completed in previous
years, and any necessary aintenance and repair work has been carried ouf.

The number of applications being received for advances for housing is inercasing each year as a
result of the encouragement being given to Maoris to lodge applications for immediate investigation,
in readiness for the contemplated expansion of building activities as conditions return to normal,

2—U. 10.
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NATIVE TRUST AND MAORI LAND BOARD
ACTIVITIES

The Native Trustee, a statutory frustee constituted by the Native Trustee Act, 1930, actively
farms seventeen stations, comprising 50,000 acres, all vested in him under section 25 of the Act. The
farms are financed by way of overdraft, the total of which, at 31st Maxrch, was £131,939. The stations
carry 31,350 breeding-ewes and 30,410 other sheep in addition to 4,372 run cattle. During the last
financial year 1,294 bales of wool were produced, the value being £23,609. Receipts from sales of
live-stock were £28,894.

The Maori Land Board stations experienced a favourable year. Morikau, administered by the
Aotea District Maori Land Board, covers an arvea of 11,806 acres and carries 16,176 sheep with 840
cattle and 40 working horses. Reccipts last year were £7,569 from 425 bales of wool, £7,191 from
live-stock, and sundries £39. During the year a further dwelling was completed, making a total of
3 now on the station. For the last financial year the net profit was £3,280, while £3,000 was invested
in the 1944 Vietory Loan. The total investinents of the owners are now £10,390, of which £3,000 has
been voluntarily loaned free of interest,

Anaura and Walorongomai Stations are both administered by the Tairawhiti District Maori Land
Board, and on these cattle and sheep have been carried to capacity. Although the season was
sufficiently diflicult to make the fattening of stock impossible, the markets for store animals were
exceptionally good and the whole of the surplus stock was disposed of at satisfactory prices. During
the year a combined total of 350 bales of wool were produced at a value of £5,965. Sales from
live-stock amounted to £14,301, and sundries £208. The stations at the end of the year carried 2,132
cattle, 8,036 dry sheep, and 7,552 breeding-ewes.

EAST COAST NATIVE TRUST LANDS

The Board of Native Affairg exercises control over the financial operations of the Bast Coast
Trust lands, which are administered by the Hast Coast Conmmissioner.  Ranging from Tolaga Bay
in the north to Wairoa in the south, and extending to Mahia Peninsula, the total area of the Trust
comprises 224,226 acres plus 1,203 acres leased from the Tairawhiti District Maori Land Board, making
a total of 225,429 acres. This is divided into two portions—the last Coast Native Trust lands
containing 116,603 acres, and the Mangatu Trust embracing 108,826 acres. Sheep and cattle farming
is undertaken on a large portion of the land, which is divided into twenty-four stations aggregating
149,436  acres ; a further section of 50,193 acres is cut up into twenty-four farms which are leased ;
and there is o balance arca of 23,768 acres still undeveloped,

In connection with farming operations, the impogsibiliby of gotting toamsters was tentioned in
the report of lagt year. It is becoming increasingly apparent that all agricultural work niust, as far
as possible, be carried out by mechanical appliances, as it is becoming less and less possible to get
teamsters.  During the year over 800 acres which had not previously been ploughed was broken in
with a giant disk and already over 200 aeres of this area is sown in grass and turnips, In futurc
greater use will he made of tractors where possible, and accordingly horses, to some extent, will be
discarded.

On the Mangatu Block, Okathaw Station, a road has been pushed through with hulldozers over
five miles beyond the station through very rough country to tap a Jarge reserve of totara posts. It
is expected to obtain 40,000 to 50,000 posts from dead timber in this arca.

The stock fallies at 31st March were 78,133 breeding-cwes, 70,684 dry sheep, 6,028 breeding-
cows, 13,287 other cattle, and 681 lorses. The wool sold for the 1944-45 scason amounted to
3,603 bales, valued ot £63,928, and live-stock proceeds from 63,105 sheep were £60,731 and from
5,165 cattle £44,285.

The outside investiments of the Trust, ageregating £65,539, comprise war loans, £57,030; Liberty
bonds, £2,410: and mscribed stock, £6,099,
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