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The following summary of the official attitude to standards of work appears in = Education Today
and Tomorrow 71—

“ May I make my own and the Department’s attitude clear on what is & matter of some
public interest. 1 believe («) that standards are fundamental to edueation, no less in the
newer subjecets than in the old tool subjects 1 (6) that the tool subjects must he stripped of
unessentials and then taught with complete thoroughness: (¢) that hard work cannot and
should not be eliminated from true education, but it should he on tasks that have o meaning
for the child : and (d) that there i nothing incompatible hetween good standards in the tool
subjects and the full acceptance of the modern tendencies noted n this Secetion,  Hundreds
of good schools in New Zealand have proved this in the past ten years.”

The Teaching Profession.—Three things are necessary if the schools are to carry out
satisfactorily the increasingly complex functions that we are demanding of theni: smaller classes,
better buildings and equipment, and better traiming of teachers. It is hoped during 1945 to lnm;:
down o more generous staffing schedule which will substantially reduce the size of classes in the
larger schools 5 equipment is dealt with Tater in this report 1 am heve concerned with training, The
stafling of the training colleges has been steengthened, but we cannot afford to wait for a new generation
of teachers. Tt is necessary to provide additional training for teachers now in service.  As one step
towards this 1 had a sum of €LOOO put on the estimates for 1944-15 for teachers’ refresher conurses.
1 set up a committee, representative of all the teachery organizations and of the training colleges, to
advice on the best use of this sum. They recommended that it be, in effeet, handed over to the N(\w
Zealand Educational Institute, the Secondary Sehools” Association, and the Teehnical School Teachers
Association to conduet two refresher courses in the social studies in the post-primary schools.  (These
courses were held in January, 1945, which i, strictly speaking, outside the period of this report. They
were an outstanding suceess, aud 1 know of no €1,000 speat to hetter effeet. 1 should like to see the
scheme expanded in future years.)

A secondary traiing department was opened in 1944 in the Auckland Training College.  The
coneentration in one college of wll Division = € students should inerease the efficiency of the training
for post-prinmary teac hlll” There is need for more adequate training of teachers of practical .\nlylvdx
in technical schools and nmnull training centres, and a seheme 15 now heing devised for giving if.
Especiully s it hoped to atiract into the beelnical serviee demobilized servieemen who have had a full
trade training and who have discovered in the Forees that they have a flair for teaching.

A new salary scale for post-primary teachers, based on the report produced by a Salaries Committee
in 1939, came into operation as from Ist Febraary, 1944, Quite apart from the inereases of salary
mvolved, this represented & new advance, in that for the first time seeondary and technical teachers
were brought under a common seale. 1 ean only hope that this will assist towards the full amalgamation
of two services whose spheres are coming closer together every vear.

[set up a committee representative of the Departient, the Bducation Boards, and the New Zealand
Educational Institute to investigate certain problems l,h.ll have arisen i the working of the primary
teachers’ grading system.  Owing to various factors there is heavy congestion on certain grading numbers,
and, Lh()lwh l]l(‘ benefits of the (mulmg scheme are fully |u'¢wn|/ul there s a strong bodv 0[ opinion
that it i failing to some extent in its original purpose of pl wing teachers in thur correct order of
ethiciency.

The interests of soldier tenchers have continued to be protected to the fullest possible extent. Tt
has been ruled that those returning frow the Serviees who arve doubtful whether thev will continue
m teaching may, instead of resigning outright, obtam leave without pay for up to one vear to try out
some other occupation.  Those who feel the need of some kind of refresher course may enter o traimng
college for ww term at their full rate of pay, or may spend the time as observers in schools of their own
choice.

Equipment for Schools.——The School Library Service is becoming inereasingly popular, and
its expansion is limited only by the difficulty of securing books. It now has some 115,000 volumes
and caters for almost 47,000 children in 762 schools.  This vear it was decided that the service should
hecome free to cvery sc h()()l when it has for two vears contributed at the anmual rate of Is. per ehild.,

Special grants for scicnee and physical- education equipment were made to all post-primary schools,

The Department had  infant-room toys and equipment nanufactared in large quantities and
distributed free to schools. A manual for infant-teachers, = Number Work in the ln ant. Roony,” was
also prepared and distributed.  There iy need for still more coquipment for infant rooms and the lower
standards, and it will be supplied as rapidly as the supply of labour and materials will permit,

The libraries of filus and film strips are being rapidly expanded and are proving inereasingly valuable
as teachers learn to use them wiscly.

Rural Education,—The rate of boarding-allowanee was increased from 7s. 6d. to 10s. a weel,
and the conveyance allowance from 6d. to 9d. per day and 8d. to ls. per dayv according to distance,
Boarding-allowances were approved for children attending private schools who were (()Hl])eﬂ(‘d to live
away from home. The total expenditure on school conveyance (other than bv rail) was £292.451, as
against £256,734 in 1943,

The Department’s Correspondence School has contlnuul to show remarkable growth. At the end
of the year there were 1,920 pupils on the primary roll, 672 on the secondary, and 1 56’ taking part-time
courses.  The school has proved vxtu'lmlv useful m h(lpmtr to meet the 1)[()|)1(‘I11\ msultnw from the
raising of the school age, and has also given great assistunce to the Army Education and Welfare Service,

Special Subjects.—Under the new curricalum, physical cducation will play a bigger part

in the post-primary schools than it has in the past, .nul already these schools are making inercasing
demands on the Department’s physical-cducation specialists. Tt will he imperative in the vear future
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