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Petrolewm.—The New Zealand Petroleum Co., Ltd., commeneed boring at No Town, Block TI, Mawheranui Survey
Distriet, and late in the year reached basement rock at o depth of 6,942 ft. before abandoning the hole. At 6,605 fi.
a strong llow of sour non-petroleum gas was encountfered and sealed off, and boring continued until all possibilities of the
discovery of oil were exhausted.  The plant was subsequently dismantled and removed from this distriet and the
services of most of the drilling and technieal stafts dispensed with by the company.

Poltery Clay—"The clay-pit at, Kaka, in Tadmor Survey District, imea County, operated by K. A. Polglaze,
produced 2,330 tons, which realized at the mine £3,087 5. "The quantity of ¢ wailable for present workings is limited
to a few hundred tons.  Towards the latter part of the year arrangements were made with the Mines Department to
prospect an aren by diamond drill and thereby, if possible, {o ensure a continuous supply of clay (o the Temuka pottery,
where the raw material is converted info essentinl earthenware.

In the same district 15 Cobbledick produced 50 tons of low-grade clay, which was dispozed of at the rate of
175, 6d. per ton.

Iron-ore.~¥rom the Onakaka district. H13 (ons of iron-ore, which realized £775, was shipped to various parts of
the Dominion,

Tale and Muagnesile.~—The Takaka Lime and Marble, holders of a mineral license at Upper Takaka, quarried and
trangported to the works at Mapua 103 tons of tale magnesite, and from the Aniseed Valley 25 fons of tate. The fotal
value of mineral won was £102 14s.

Arsenic~The amount of 15 ions 15 cwi, of arsenic was produced as a by-product front the treatment of roasted
coneentrates recovered Ly the flotation plant during ore freatment from the Blackwater Mine.

Grapral REMARKS @ BUNING AND PROSPROTING

Faced by conditions imposed by the war, gold-production continues 1o shrink.  Prospecting of new aveas by
dredging companies is ot a standstill. Development of quartz lodes lias received aserious cheek and vestoration of the
gold-mining indastey to its preswar state of prosperity will be a difficult task, bat can be accomplished when the present,
abnormal conditions cease 1o exist,

Seven dredging companies carvied out check boring, and drilled sixty-six holes aggregating 33034 f. in depth,

No diamond drilling for minerals exploitable under the Mining Act, 1926, was carried out ducing the year.

Farar. AccrbrNrs
T'hree fatal accidents occurred doving the year—viz., two drowning latalities at the Barrytown Dredee and one
accident at the Pokororo Quarry. ‘
Dredges.—On 22nd August, 1944, William McGrath, aged about twenty-one years, employed as a greaser on Barey-
town Dredge, met his death.  No witnesses were presenl af. the fime of the aceident, but it is presumed thal he left
the dredge at the end of the shilt at midnight by the stern instead of the gangway, and in doing so jumped into the

soft tailings and was drowned.  The body was recovered hy dragging operations four days after MeGrath was reported
missing.

On l4th October, 1944, Edward Price, aged seventeen years, employed ag an oiler on the Barryiown Dredge, met
his death by drowning in the dredge pond.  Deceased had heen engaged with a workmate in loading stumps on to a
punt. The latter leftto oil the jigs, and on his return about fen minutes later there was no sign of Price,  Dragging
operations were carried out, and the body was snbsequently recovered from the pond. 1 is presnmed that Price had
gone to unhook a stump on the punt and accidently slipped into the dredge pond.

Quarrics.~On 21st Scptember, 1944, Orman Parkes, quarry-manager, Pokororo Quarry, Motucka, sustained
cercbral concussion and o crushed chest when he was struck by a fall of rock from the face of the quarry immediately
above the spot where he was working,  Death occurred shortly after the injuries were sustained, ’

STRIOUS NON-FATAT, ACCTHRNDS

One serious non-fatal aceident occurred during the year.

On 11th March, 1044, John Burrell, & member of the workshop staff, Ataran Dredge, while engaged clearing a
discarded bowline in front. of the dredge sustained broken ribs.  The shore gang were endeavouring (o pull the Iine
clear from the front of the dredge with the tractor and it fouled on a teee stump, striking Barrell hefore he had time to
move,

Prosucurions vNver e MINING Acr

Nil.

SOUTHERN INSPECTION DISTRICT (P, MeMinran, Inspector of Mines)
QUARTZ AND ALLUVIAT, MINTNG

Waituki County

Sluicing operations were carried outf in the auriferous gravels of the Livingstone and Macrewhenua Goldficlds.

Waikemo Counly

All operations have ceased in the Deep Dell Mine of the Golden Point Gold and Scheelite Mining,Clo., and the plant
is to bo sold.

The Lewis co-operative party continued to prospect the Deep Lead gravels for float scheelite, they then decided
to install a sluicing plant in order to sluice ofl the overburden and work the seheelite-bearing gravels by ground-
sluicing methods.  As gravity water could not be obtained, the Golden Point generating plant was rented. and also
pumping plant from the Macrac’s Flat CGold-mining Co.  "This method proved to be too expensive, for the scheelite
content was low, and operations ceased in September.

Cullery Party, Deep Dell, Macrae’s.—Prospecting, driving, sinking, rising, and stoping operations were carried oub
on both sides of Round Hill, and 275 tons of ore were treated at the Deep Dell Battery during the vear.

Innes Freehold Mine—DMining operations were carried on until the end of March, when on necount of heavy raing
the workings became {looded and operations ceased. ’

The Macrae’s Flol Gold-mining (fo—The olectrically operated gravel-pump continued {o operate in the upper
section of the Macrac’s Flat where the main reefing system crosses the flat.  As this system has apparently been the
main source of the gold and scheelite content of the alluvial gravels on this flat, the auriferous content of the sravels
became too low for profitable operations. Mining operations ceased in Jaly, and the plant was then dismantled and
sold for removal.

Maniototo County

The alluvial mines al Naseby, Kyeburn, St. Bathans, Cambrians, Vinegar Hill, and Patearoa operated steadily
whenever water was available. )

Tuapeka County

Mining operations were carried on steadily at the Sailor’s Chully tribute mine, Waitahuna, by J. Hore and party.
The Blue Spur and Gabriel’s Gully party continued to operate in Tagoon Gully near the head of Gabriel’s Gully. ’

Southland (‘ounly

Sluicing operations have heen earried out in the Waikaia and Nokomai auriferous aveas.
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