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the Board’s receipts at the high level of recent years. Considerable attontion is paid to the hest possible
utilization of moneys held on hehalf of Maori heneficiarios under the protective provisions of section 281
of the Native Land Act, [931.

Funds not otherwise required by beneficiaries have assisted the Dominion’s war effort, a (urther
sum of £18,000 having been invested in the current year, bringing the total investments in the war
loans, including specific investments on behalf of beneficiaries, to over £67,000.

General Maori Welfare

While in the course of general administeation all officers have endeavoured to agsist and foster
projects aimed at Maori welfare and hetteriment, efforts have been restricted in the past by the lnck of
appropriate personnel charged with this immediate vespor sibility 5 the recently created Welfare Divigion
of the Department will now reniedy this. The scope o activities and the field available gives promise
that, this phase of the Department’s activitios may well make amilestone in the progress of the develop-
ment of the Maori race towards social and ccononie sell-sufliciency.  With wood will and co-operation
on the part of the Maori himself, this objective can he obtained,

Ikaroa (Wellington) and Sowth TIsland Distriets
Native Land Court

There were twenty-two sittings of the Court, in the Tkaroa District during the year and ten in the
South Island. The volume of business showed an increase over the previous years” figcures. The number
of cases notificd in the [karoa District wis 2,939, as compared with 2,721 in the previous year, and in
the South Island there were 677 cases, as against 595 in the Previous year.

A matter of interest in the South Tsland was an inquiry into the mutton-bird industry conducted
by Judge Whitchead at Invercargill. A considerable amount of evidence was taken from the interested
Maoris and the shipping owners, and the submission of this evidence to the Price Tribuan! was of
assistance in the recently gazetted fixation of prices.

The number of alienations confirmed by the Court showed a substantial increase in both districts,
but there has been comparatively little freeholding of the total arca of approximately 12,000 acres
aflected by alicnations, only 168 acres were included in the twenty-one sales confirmed.

Maori Land Boards

The finances of the Boards continue to show s sound position.
of £10,000 was made in war-loan stock by the two Boards
of specific bencficiaries.

General Maori Weifare

The Tkaroa and South Island Boards take a cloge inferost in the general welfare of the Maori people
of the districts.  Annual donations have been made fo {he Neati-Poneke Maori Association, which
continues to carry out important, welfare work in Wellington, and during the current year an additional
contribution of £100 was made for general expenses and maintenance of the hall which was made avatlable
to the association by the Government.  Similar voluntary organizations have recently been established
in Palmerston North and Levin, and it is hoped that these ventures will prove suecessfnl.  These three
clubs, together with the Ngati-Otautahi of Christehureh and Neai-te-Poti of Dunedin, have made
valuable contributions to patriotic funds during the year,

During the year a further investment
and smaller investiments were made on hehalf
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