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On 23rd April, 1945, Mr. Ivor Prichard, LI.B., was appointed to the Native Land Court Beneh
as Judge of the Tokerau District.  Judge Prichard, who practised as a solicitor in Waitara for twenty-
two years, took a prominent part in the growth of that town, occupying positions on the Borough
Jouncil, County Couneil, Chamber of Commerce, Harbour Board, and Returned Serviees’ Association.
He took an especial interest in Maori aflairs in the district.

Maori Population

The estimated Maori population as at the 31st March, 1945, was 101,638, excluding members of
the Armed Forees serving overseas.  Ineluding servicemen, the ficure would be approximately 103,000,
This shows an inerease of approximately 25 per cent. sinee the last census in 1936, when the total was
82,326, and almost 100 per cent. over the lagh thirty years. There is thus a very definite indication that
the race has survived the danger of extinetion which appeared eertain less than fifty years ago.

MAORI WELFARE BRANCH

The Chiel Welfare Officer commenced his duties in September, 1944, and by the end of the year
under review Wellare Officers were operating in Ruatoria and Gishorne and a lady Welfare Officer at
Head Office. Farther appointnents are to be made in other districts. The work already accomplished
haes indieated clearly the value of the new Branch in enabling the Department to give more adequate
attention to the social problems of the Maori people.  The field of operations of the branch is o very
wide one, but some of the more important aspects will be dealt with seriatim.

l . ; J
FEconomic and Domestic Surveys
In order to gain first-hand information of conditions in Maorl communities, the Chief Welfare
Officer has carried out detailed surveys of some of the settlements where an improved stundard of housing
and living conditions generally is an urgent necessity.  The localjties reported upon to date are as
follows :

Motuiti Pa, Foxton, comprising .. .. .. 10 families and 96 individuals.
Panmure, Market Gardens, comprising . . .. .03 . 259 .
thunitao Pa, Onehunga, comprising .. .. 15 " 93 ’
Waihi Borough, comprising .. .. .. .. 18 ), 134 "
Pukekohe Market Gardens, comprising . . .. ..o 132 . 779 ”

228 . 1,361 .

Following upon these surveys, action is now being taken to endeavour to improve living conditions
in the settlements.

Maori Hostels

Inspeetions have been made of various Maori hostels now operating in the North Island, and projects
for the erection and establishiment of new hostels have heen reported upon.
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Plie hostels already established with departmental assistance in Auckland and Frankton Junction
have fully justificd the hopes of the various organizations responsible for their establishment and have
considerably cased the accommodation problem in both centres.

Placement and General Social Welfare

Valuable service is being performed by Welfare Officers in securing suitable employment for Maoris
and in assisting the authorities with problem eases and indigent Maoris, The following table indicates
the number of eases dealt with in Wellington during a period of four months :

— Females, | Males. Total.
(1) Placed in employment .. .. . .. . o 29 | 30
(2) Transfers arranged to more suitable employment . . - .. 13 .. 13
(3) Termination of employment arranged owing to ill health, maternity
cases, &, .. .. .. .. .. .. 12 .. 12
(1) Delinquents (Borstal cases, &e.), placed in employment or returned to
hoies .. .. .. . . .. .. 12 .. 12
() Indigent cases assisted .. . .. .. .. 2 1 3
(6) General welfure —nterviews and advice .. . . . 19 I 50
117 3 120

Close linjson has been maintained with the Justice Department, the Child Welfare authorities,
and the National Service Department in connection with the cases cited above. The cases referred to
under the heading of General Welfare covered a wide range of subjects, including assistance in applications
for social securify benelits and housing, the provision of temporary accommodation for visiting Maoris,
avenues of approach to other Government Departments, and many other matters of that nature. The
ladv Wellare Officer has been able to carry out much valuable work amongst Maori girls employed in
Wellington.

This type of worle will be carried out in other centres when the district Welfare Officers are fully
established.

Maori Conferences

The chief Welfare Officer abtended conferences at Wellington, Ruatoria, and Rotorua for the purpose
of reporting to the Department on problems which were raised at those meetings.
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