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I nave the honour to submit the annuad report on the operations of the National Broadeasting
Service for the vear ended 3Ist March, 1944, 10 accordance with the provisions of section X (1)
ol the Broadeasting Act, 19306,

The Statutes Amendinent Act dated  the 26th August, 1943, repealed section 2 of  the
Broadeasting Amendment Acet, 19370 The effect of this amendment was to abolish the National
Commercial Broadeasting Service as o separate organization and o transfer to the National
Broadeasting Service under the Director of Broadeasting control of commercial as well as other
national stations.  The unified control of the two types of broadcasting service is working smoothiv,
and a better co-ordinated and more cconomically adnmimistered serviee should result.

There were regular and  frequent broadeasts of war news and commentaries, and in all
national campatgns tor the furthering of the war effort the Service plaved a prominent and
effective part by the broadeasting of special talks, feature programmes, and announcements. As
a result of these activities the time available for normal programmes of music and entertamment
wax curtailed and i was not always possible to provide for listeners the choice of alternative
programmes that would ordinarily be available. There was, however, still & substantial amount
ol normal hroadeast, fare available cach day, and the standard of this was maintained by the
usee of loeal performers and the best recorded material from overseas.  The programme policies
of the two types ol stations, commercial and non-commereial, are being continued, but the
pooling of resources made possible by the amalgamation under one control should result i oan

miproved standard of progranme,

The allocation of time to various types of programmes and services has not. been substantially
aftered, except for an mcerease of time for broadeasts conneeted with the war and o reduction in
sporting broadeasts consequent on the restricted sporting events. At the request of the eleetrie-
power authorities the Service has limited the hours of broadeasting in order to help in the
conservation of power.  From June onwards all stations ceased transmission from H.16 p.m. to
54D pou. each week day, and listeners were requested to switeh off their receiving-sets to save power.
While the power thus saved by stations 1s not great, that saved by the resultant switching-ofl' of
radio sets 18 very considerable.  The actual power used by all the stations in New Zealand is only one-
fortieth of the total power nsed by recetving-sets in the Dominion.

NATIONAL STATIONS

Progicmines = Broadeasting  and  the War—Extensive use was made  of  brondeasting  in
furthering the war effort. This embraced talks by Government and other prominent speakers,
special war-effort. progrannnes, and intensive publicity campalgns in connection with such matters
as war loans, national savings, Patriotic Fund appeals, dig for vietory, salvaging of  waste
materials, rationing, and food-production.

Broadeasts  from certain foreign  stations  were monitored, and  the information received,
mcluding particnlars of New Zealand prisoners of war, was communicated to the appropriate
authorities.

Regular broadeasts of news and commentaries kept the public in touch with the progress of
the war, while an increased number of broadeasts of personal messages and talks from New-
Zealanders overseas provided a constant link with our Forces abroad. The normal broadeasting
programmes of music, entertainment, and information contributed to the maintenance of pub lie
morzle.



News awd Commentaries. By the courtesy of the British Broadeasting Corporation,  news
From Londen has been rebroadeast eight fimes dailv, fogether with commentaries and war talks.
An amphfied overseas news serviee was given when news ol special importance was received,

By oarcingement with the United States Office of War Information, the Service rebroadeast
S What the American Commentalors Say 7 five nights weekly from Station KWIED San Francisco.

The presenee of American Forees i the Dominion and the tmportance of anderstanding the
American point of  view in owar and  post-war action by the Untted  Nations resulted i a
continuance of programmes as supplied by the United States Office of War Information, meluding
bl and commentaries by distinguished  Ameriean speakers on subjects of mutual interest to
New Zealand and the United States.

A9 oelock eaeh evening the main stations broadeast the N.B.S. Newsreel, and at 7 o'cloek
news by conrtesy of the dally newspapers, as well as sports results, market reports. &e.

The hrosdensting ol weekly  summary of overseas news in the Maor fanguage  was
continued. A nightly digest of New Zealand news supplied by the Director ol Publicity was
broadenst 1o our Forees in the Pacifice.

Talhs. Browdeasts were made by Their Majesties the King and Queen, and  talks by
distineuished spealkers overseas were @ very important feature of the programmes, among whom
were HMer Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands, the Right  Honourable Winston  Churchill,
President Roosevelt. the Richt Honourable €0 R, Atlee, Field-Marshal Smuts, the Right Honour-
able MeKenzie iine, the date Colonel Frank Kuox, the Right Honourable H. V. Bvait, and
General =iy Bommard Montgomery, Rebroadeasts of  talks by well-known British commentitors
stich ax Wickham Steed, MeDonald Hastings, and 1o B, Priestley continued to be popular,

In addition to members of our fighting Forees, many New-Zealanders overseas weve vebroadeast
From the BB These included the Honourable W, Nash, Minister of Finance ; the Honourable
R dones: Minister of Defence o Major the Hon. €. F. Skinner, Minister of Rehabilitation © Mr. W, J.
Jordan, New Zealand High Commissioner in London s and David Low.

Special nterest attached to o rebroadeast from the B.B.CCof Brieadier James Thorgest, ALP.,
after e escape from a prisoner-of-war canip.

Ino New Zealand, His Fxeelleney the Governor-General was heawrd i anational talk and o New
Yeur message to the Dominion. Broadeasts were also made by the Prime Minister, while speakoers
from Pavliament, the Services, and other sections of the community broadeast on a number of snbjects
conneeted mainb with the war effort.

Among visitors to broadeast in New Zealand were Sie John Duncanson, Steel Controller of ({reat
Britawin o Mro Lo W Broekington, K.C., Empire Adviser to the British Ministry of Information : Lord
Burghley, o the British Ministry o Aiveralt Production ; Licutenant-General Sir Bernard Krevherg,
V.G DRS00 Mrs KDL Roosevelt 5 Sir Walter Layton, Sir Neville Pearson, and My, Samuel Storey,
M.PL menbers of the British Press Delegation o Rear-Advural To S, Wilkinson, o the United States
Navy o Professor Allan Nevins, distinguished  American historian; Mr. Bankes-Amery, leader of the
British Food Mission to Australin and New Zealand © and the Honourable T, G D’ Alton, Austradian
High Commissioner to New Zealand.

The scope of Toeal talks has been curtailed in some direetions by war eonditions, and (lv,volwpv(l in
others. Kvening talks on non-war subjects have been confined for the most, part to the round-the-year
features, gardening and hook reviews, and to Winter Course sesstons. On the other hand. o wide range
of subjects was again covered in the morning talks particularly addvessed to women,

Frequent appeals were made on behadl of various public causes, and for co-operation in sueh war
theasures as rationing and production.

Winter Course oducational talks were hroadeast Trom the main stations, and these ineluded such
stibjects as 7 A Chtizens” Guide to Modern Government,” = Survey of New Zealand Literatare,”  New
Zenland FMeonony after the War,” = New Zealund and Carrent Tdeas,” and " Sclence Looks Ahead.”
Ax the demands of war upon the conmmunity inerease, it is becoming commensurabty difficalt to areange
these series, and thanks are due to the local advisory commitices and speakers.

The Service eontinued to keep o careful wateh on events and anniversaries which could be marked
by special progranime features.  Tributes were paid to distinguished men and women who died in this
and other countries,

Overseas Belwoadceasts. - -A - listening wabch was kept on overseas stations, and daily talks, com-
mentaries, and programmes were rebroadeast or recorded for future use. Among other rebroadcasts
was a programne front the City of Tdinburgh to Invercargill, despatches from the New Zealand Broad-
casting Unit with the Middle Kast Forees, and a presentation at Cairo to the Red Cross by New Zealand
repatriated prisoners of war.

Broadeasting and the Forces. By means of our Broadeasting Units with the Forees in the Middle
HKast and the Pacilie, and the generous co-operation of hroadeasting authorities overseas, personal
grectings and tallks by New-Zealanders serving overseas were frequently broadeast in New Zealand.
Over 6,750 messages were broadeast in the programme ™ With the Boys Overseas.”  Of these messages,
3,390 were from the Middle Bast, 2,160 from the Pacilic, and 1,200 from Great Britain, Canada, and
the United States of America.  In addition, many members of the Forces overseas recorded discussions,
personal experiences, and commentaries, and approximately 200 of these were broadeast 94 came
from the Middle Bast and just over 100 front the Pacific.  Our Middle Bast Broadeasting Unit recorded
an address by the Right Honourable Winston Churchill to the New Zealand Division, and this was later
relayed throughout New Zealand.  The hroadeasting of greetings and talks occupied five hours per
week over the main National stations,

Buring the year the Serviee forwarded overseas a regulur weekly programme entitled = The News
of the Week [rom Home,” to be broadeast from Fiji and New Caledonia.  The ©“ Weekly News Letter
to Canada lor broadeasting to Alr Force trainees there was continued.

In New Zealand the Serviee has co-operated closely with the Army Education and Welfare Service.
Camps and posts throughout the country were provided with musical performances (orehestral and vocal),
variety concerts, and gramophone recitals organized by the Serviece. Thanks are due to the many
artists and members of the staft who have given their services so gencrously.



A weekly sesston. T What do You Think 27 preparced in collaboration with the A K. WS was
hroadeast 1o the Forees, intended (o promote discussions in New Zealand camps.

The hroadeast stenadling mstroction for traiees of the Air Foree was continued.

Fncollaboration with the AJK.W.S Rterory competitions were promoted among the New Zealand
Forces in New Zealand and the Pacific, A laree number of entries were received. some of which were
high in quahiy.,

Musie. Bxanvvation of the published progranmies will show that, by planning his listening, the
New Zealand listener has had available an amount of good music which compares favourablyv with that
of other broadeasting orgunizations,

Regular programmes of recorded music by the world s feading contposers and artists were hroadcast,
as well ag the hest available Jocal avtists, who provided 2404 hroadeasts, and musical sociefies, choirs,
and bands, which gave 590 recitals,

Music by New Zealand composers was broadeast. tn which works by Donglas Lilburn were
featired. v number of school chotes were broadeast.

There were 54 broadeasts of recorded operas,

Amongst the overseas artists to broadeast were the Englishe planist. Andersen Tyrer, and the
New-Zealand-born soprano, Madame Marvgherita Zelanda,

Plags and Feature Progeamies. Besides many serial and featie programmes. approxinmately
10 major dramatic productions were hroadeast from the mam National stations. Plays presented
have covered aowide mnges from Shakespearvian tragedies to lieht New Zealand conedies. Works
have heen presented by the Tollowing authors - Arnold Bennett, John Galsworthy, Jolm Masefiold,
James Hhilton, defferson Farjeon. Jo R Jeanss as well as several New  Zelaand  plavawrights,
imelndine W Ghraeme Holder aund Craee Janiseh.

OF the 227 weripts submitted, 68 were aceepted, 17 being by New Zealand authors.

Thirty-cight dramatic scripts entitled ™ Fighters for Freedom ™ from the New  Zealand -Oflice
of War Publicity have been produced. '

Productions were presented cach week o the school hroadeasts under the dtles ™ Ralph in
Shakespeare’s Kngland,”  Tales by Uncle Remug,” and  Susie i Storyland.”

Neveral presentations weve written and produced by the Serviee for the 3ed Liberty hoan

Campaign. inclading = From King's Searlet to Battledress,” " Naarimu the Maori”” " The Navy
Goes On 7 Winged Tovestments,” and 7 Wings for Vietory.”

Light. Musee. Varcety, and Bands. Variety programmes from the best overseas recordings and
b docal artists and companies. were: broadeast. Community sings and special sessions of danee
music by New Zealand  players from studios and cabarvets were featured. Band  performances,
nctuding those of the RINZAF. and bands from military camps. were broadeast, and  vaviety
concerts arranged by the Serviee were relaved Trom military camps. )

Considerable viriety was added 1o the progranmes by the recorded performances availahle
as wowartime serviee frome the British Broadeasting Corporation, the United States Office of War
fnformation. and the Special Serviees Division of the Uniled States War Department. These
programmes included nny ontstanding entertaimers whose performances  would  not otherwise
bave been available

Specialiy mteresting live broadeasts were a ninnber of relays of theatre performances by the
Kiwi Coneert Party on leave from the Middle Iast. and a broadeast of Arvtie Shaw’s U< A
Nival Band from a camp in New Zealand.

Dutside Broadeasts —Relavs of events of national interest included  the procecdings at whe
the opening ol the Arvawa Centenniad Memorial af Te Awabaw and Ohinemutu ;  the requient
serviee momemory of the Right Honourable o G Coates 5 the requiem mass for the Tate Bishop
Brodic : receptions throuchout the country to Mr. b W. Brockington, K.C.. Lieutenant-CGeneral
Sir Bernard Freyherg, and Mis, Fo D0 Roosevels s the opening of o Dig for Vietory Kxhibition
and o fratmuog centre for disabled servicemen at Wellington by the Prime Minister, the Right
Honowrable P Fraser.

Parcticoncalary Broadeasts. -The  procecdings of the House of Representatives were broadeast
regularly, with necessary observance of wartime ressrictions.

The national observance of a minute’s silent prayer at 9 pau during the chiming of Big Ben
was recognized by the members of the Honse standing while the c¢himes were hroadeast in the
chaniher. .

Religgions Broadeasts. Morning and evening serviees cach Sunday, devotionnl serviees cach
week-day morning. and o =hort wartine praver service on Wednesdav evenings were hroadeast.
Special antercessory serviees as vequested by Hiso Majesty the King and monthly citizens” inter-
cessory services were alsorelayed. The roadeasting of the ehimes of Big Ben at 9 pan. cach
evening for the observance of silent prayer was continaed,

A short tadk by Arehbishop West-Watson on the clection manifosto issued by the Campaion
for Christian Order, together with cight five-minute talks by the Archbishop of Canterbiry  to
the Forees everywhere, were relayed by the main stations. A series of BUB.CL talks by British
Church leaders was also broadeast. The thanks of the Service are due to the Central Religious
Advisory Commitlee and to the local Church Connmittees for their valuable co-operation in the
arvingement, and conduct of religious broadeasts.

Broudeasts for Sehools. The  broadeasts to schools during 1943 44 were organized  on a
naitonal basis. Policy  was detevinimed by o committee representing the Natonal Broadeasting
Service, the Hducation Department, and the New Zealand Edueational Institute.

During 1913 there were forr half-hour brondeasts to primary schools cach week.,  These
sexsions - weve divided into talkse history  thvough  literature  (dramatized), rhythm for juniors,
and e,

Owing to the paper shortage, booklets were not supplied to pupils, but a music bookiet was
listied to each teacher, A total of 106 schools (whout 79,500 pupils) histened to these broadcasts.

A new series of Freneh programmes was broadeast, and a booklet was issued--one copy to
cach two pupils. One lundred and fortysix o secondary sehools (6570 pupils) utilized  ihese
broadeasts.
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The Bducation Departnent’s Correspondence Sehioo] broadeast. o weekly sesston ol forty-five
minntes, which was bater extended to two  half-honr sessions. The  programmes were arranged
hv Correspomdence Rehool teachers. and included talks on physical edncation, travel. musie. and
stneing lessons.

Waomer's Sessions. -Talks speetally designed for women wnd covering a wide range ol subjects
were aguin presented in the mormings. The weekly " Home Front Tallkk 7 frone main stations
was continued.  The Service was again indebted to the Associntion for Country Fducation, Otago
University, for a sories of twice-a-week talks on various aspects of domestic cconomy.  These
Bave oiven valuable advice about diet and  howsekeeping generally, including difficulties meident
to shortages. When meat rattoning  was introdueed. the  Association provided speeinl tatks (o
explain rationing and  give recipes to meet the conditions. Popular talks were given regularly
on health in the home. prepared by the Department of Health.

The dailv session, " For My Lady.” included sevial dramissand nmany progranmes on gread NUTRICTA NS,

singers. and composers.

Sporting  Broadeasts. Sporting broadeasts were continued  ona restricted  scale. Club and
representative Ruehyv matches numbered 1153, Cricket matehes, tacing and trotting meetings. and
other sporting fixtures, meluding Rughy League matehes in Auckland, the New Zealand Swinmming
Championships. the Combined Services” Athletie Meeting, and surveys of play at the Dominion Bowling
Championship, were covered.

Every Sunday evenine Statton 2Y°A and the short-wave station ZET 7 hroadeast for New Zealand
Forees in the Pacific abrief survey of the chief week-end sporting results of the Dominion. Endeavours
were made to cover all sporting activities which might be of interest to members of the Forees overseas.
o addition to the broadeast. the particulars were supplied to the Armed Forees for inchulion i their
newspapers and bulleting.

A commentary on the running of the 1913 Melbourne Cup was vrebroadeast by courtesy of the
Australinn Broadeasting Commission,

Speeial Servives and Co-operadion with olher Glovernment Departmends. - -For securiiy reasons, weather
reports and hirthday greetings for ehildren were not broadeast.  Seven hundrod and sixty announee-
ments regarding missing ears and motor-cveles and 338 appeals relative to missing persons were broad-
cast. Fxtensive use was mode of broadeasting in fwrtherance of the war effort and also i imforming
people of the procedure to be followed on oceastons such as voting at the General Kleetions.

Co-ordinated publicity was undertaken by means of talks, special programmes, and announeements
on many aspeets, meluding Liberty Loans, national savings, and the campaign conducted in connection
with comforts for the National Patriotic Board's Fighting Forces Appeal. Putriotic and Liberty
Loan concerts were organized hy the Serviee and broadeaxt,

Nativnal Browdeasting Service Recordings. Shortage of material made it necessary to curtail the
recording aetivities, the main recording done heing that connected with war news and commentaries
and events of national importanee,  In these categories the records made during the vewr will he of
aread historic and programme value in the future.

The = New Zealand Listener . The New Zealand Listener continues to show an inereased cirenla-
tion and remains one of the most widely-ciredladed and elosely-reacd journals in the Dominion. The
shortage of newsprint and the consequent restriction on its nse has resulted in a reduction i the average
nuber of colunms per issue, while the average volume of advertising per issue has shown a slight
tendeney to inerease. Programimes ol all stations are stifl printed in some detailand space was found
for advance publicity of important broadeasts.

In spite of papey restrictions, the Listener still co-operates with the Department of Health in the
education of the public in the simple Tuws of health. Bvery isaue devoted space to the war and national
maorale by special articles and editorial comment.

The journal has provided a valuable laison with listeners, and has on sueh oceasions as the parlin-
mentary elections specially featured supplementary information which has contvibuted to the success
of the broadeast progranime,

Pelalions with Overseas Organizations.  The BB.CO again accorded the Serviee much valuable
assistinee, lfor which grateful acknowledgment is recorded.  Permission to rebroadeast the Mmpire
stations was again available, and many exeellent recorded programmes were sent fo New Yealand by
the BR.C A the invitation of the B.B.CL the Serviee supplied material for inelusion i 3.,
prograninies on Fmpire Day, recorded messages from members of the British Army in New Zealand
for Christhas Dav, and  contributions from the National Broadeasting Serviee’s Pacific Serviee
Broadeasting Unit.

Thanks are due to the Australian Broadeasting Comumission {or extending valuable facilities to the
Service, particularly in the short-waving from Sydney to Hngland of the Service’s contributions to
B.B.C. programmes.  This covered recorded messages from British childrenin New Zealand for inclusion
in the Australian Broadeasting Commission™s session, ~ Hello, Parents.” By arrangement with the
Commission the results of the Federal Blections in Australia were broadeast i New Zoaland.

The Pacific Broadeasting Unit recorded messages from the Rijian Forces for broadeasting by the
Fiji Broudeasting Serviee, -

Thanks are also due to other overseas broadeasting Services, particularhy for facilities alorded
Now-Zealanders with the Forces overseas to broadeast messages to New Zealand, which are recorded

and rebroadeast.

In order that members of the American Forces in New Zealand might have avatlable programmes
of the type to which they are accustomed to hear in their home country, the Broadeasting Serviee
allocated Station 1ZM to the United States authorities, and this station will, so long as the need exists,
be aperated by those authorities s an American Fxpeditionary Foree Station.

Short-wave Broudeasts. The Servico broadeast each evening over Station 2Y A and the Post and
Telegraph Department’s short-wave station, Z1LT 7, a ten-minute digest of New Zealand news supplied
by the Director of Publicity. The short-wuve broadeast was directed to the New Zealand Forces in the
Pacific beyond the coverage of Station 2YA.
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Rlection Broadeasi. Priov to the cleetion, instructions were broadeast relative (o enrolment.
During the campaign, speakers from various parties had oppertunities of addressing electors over the
air. - On the days of the clection for the Maort and Ruropean constituencies full progress results were
hroadeast as they were received by the Chief Electoral Officer.  The stations remained on the air until
2 o’elock on the Sunday morming following the polling for the Kuropean coustitueneies, when addresses
were given by the Right Honourable the Prime Minister and the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition.
Details of the election results were broadeast, at, regular intervals on the day following the elections.

Thanks are due to the Chiet Electoral Officer and the Postoand Telegraph Department for their
vilued co-operation on these occasions.

Development of New Zealand Tolewt. During the year the passing of the Satutes Amendment Act,
(945, extended the powers of the Minister = to imelude power to do all sueh thimes as he congiders to be
- the interests of the community for the purpose of developing and improving broadeasting talent.”

Bovery effort was tiade to assist authors and musicians to develop, and the services of experienced
olticers were made available in eriticising constraetively any radio plavs which were submitted.

During the vear recordings weve made of the Tokomaruy Native School Choir. The operetta
“ The Sleeping Beauty,” by special sarrangement, with the Rev, (8160 Dallard, the author and composer,
was recorded for presentation in the Children’s Sessions.

Among special performances arranged of the work of local composers and writers was the broadeast
by the National Broadeasting Service String Ovchestra of Klegie to Celebrate Moana-Nui-u-Kiwa
Ngarimu, V.C.7 written by Mrs. D Baddeley, with music by the Rev. T. R. Rawle, and arvanged for
mixed voices and orchestra by Mr. Thomas Gray.

Narrative and lyrie poems, radio plays, short stories, and deseriptive sketehes by members of the
Forces were also sponsored with the AKW.S., and some of the contributions were of high quality.

Financial Report. -The Revenue Account lor the year ended the 31st Mareh, 1944, and the Balance-
sheet ag at that date appear in parliamentary paper B. [Pt TV

The revenue for the year amounted to £512,474, which comprises license fees, £434,067 3 receipts
from sales of wnd advertising in New Zealand Listener, £31,544 1 interest, £18,632 0 rents of lands and
hutldings, £303 1 and recovery of technical services at cost from the Commercial stations, £94,498.

Kxpenditure for the year was £285,163. leaving a surplus of £227.311. The chief items of
expenditnre were : programmes, 101,846 0 operation of stations, £69,8%0 1 administration, £44,864
New Zealand Listener, £27319 1 depreciation, £29,082 0 Broadeasting Units with the New Zealand
Expeditionary Foree overseas, £4,428 0 troop entertainment in New Zealand, €0.818 ¢ miscellaneous,
£1,926.

The fixed assets at the begioning of the vear were valued at £221,357. Additions amounted to
6,415, and depreeiation was £29,082, leaving o balance of £198,690 at the end of the year,

A further £220.000 was mvested during the vear to provide for future development and to overtake
arrears of construction and equipment which have been held up owing to war conditions, making a
total of £1,100,000 now mvested for this purpose.

CoMMEROTAT. STATIONS

The year under review has again heen a progressive one in all spheres, and the Commercial stations
have continued to play an important part i the war effort. The programmes have maintained their
popularity with the listener, and the total revenue for the vear reached a new pealk.  The amalgamation
of the Services was completed without any interference to advertising schedules or programme policy.

Convmercial Broadeasting and the War. Inereased use was made during the year of the Commercial
Broadeasting facilities to implement. the war effort.  This ineluded national-serviee talks, campaigns
for the Women’s Land Service, salvage of rubber, paper and eleaning-rags, meat ration, the Roval
New Zealand Niv Foree reeruiting, dig for victory, eleetricity conservation, stabilization, and Liberty
Boans. Many advertisers incorporated in their programmes messages which had a bearing on the
varions campaigns listed above, while other adverfisers donated their complete time to the furthering
of these aspects of the Dominton’s war effort,

News and Compientaries. In common with the Nafional stations, news broadeasts from London
have been rebroadeast seven thmes dally, and additional news Hashes have heen relaved when news of
importance hax been received. The vebroadeast of  What the American Commentators Sav ™ was
featured each evening.

Advantage was taken of the United States War Department’s activities, and many progranimeoes
featuring world-famous artists were broadeast for the benefit of Allied Serviecemen in this country.

Advertising. - Receipts front advertising amounted to £263205.  Many advertisers who have been
constant users of the facilities of Commercial Broadceasting continued to sponsor programmes which have
huilt up «a ke following anong listeners. Inereasing attention was still manifested by these advertisers
to the quality of programmes,and they were conscious not only that the tvpe allfects their sales, hut
also that to provide o high-grade and varied entertainment was in the interests of wartime morale.

Prograpunes.  An analysis of the allocation of time to various types of programmes and services
diseloses that w reasonable balanee has been maintained hetween advertising and entertainment.

Featwre Programmes.  Particular attention was paid to the quality of progranmmes used, and every
effort was made to provide a varied entertainment for the listeners.  First-grade programmes have
been obtaimed from the leading production studios of Australia and America.  In addition, many
excellent B.C. productions were regularly broadesst. A pleasing feature was the rapid inerease in
the use of New Zealand productions.  Many of these progrannnes were wristen by New-Zealanders
and produced i the studios of the Commercial stations. At present ten New-Zealand-prodnced features
arc being broadeast. and it i anticipated that further expansion will take place in this direction in the
future.  Inaddition to the dramatic presentations, a wealth of popular entertainment, including
programmes presented by the world’s Teading comedy stars, has been presented.

Children’s Sessions. - The shut-down period observed to reduce power-consumption interrupted
the presentation of the Children’s Sessions.  Nevertheless, these continue to combine entertainment
and education.  lvery encouragement is given to children to take part in thetr own sessions, whieh
frequently feature general-knowledge problems.  Children’s choirs have been formed in some centres,
and promising results have been obtained. '
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Sports Sessions. - The Commiercial stations concentrated on providing complete coverage of results
by meuns of sports flashes.  The response from listeners indicated that the service 1s greatly appreciated.

Financial Report.- - Station time sales for the vear reached a new peak of £208,205, representing an
increase over the previous vear’s operations of £25,861.  In addition, local and national community
organizations of the non-protitmaking tvpe received free courtesy advertisements to the value of
£8,000, while the National Patriotic Appeals and various Government Departments, particularly those
connected with the furtherance of the war effort, reccived substantial reductions m rates of an
aggregate benefit of £6,000.

The trading surplus for the vear was £96,672, out of which £81,000 has been set aside to meet
taxation demands.

ENGINEERING SECTION
The National Broadeasting Serviee was at the 3lst March, 1944, servicing the technical
equipment of nineteen stations.  These included the Commereial stations (marked C), and the technical
detalls are as follows :—

]
Ntation. o Acrind Energy. i I'requency. ' Wave-length.
| |
kW, Kilocycles. Metres.
YA Auckland . .. - .. 1000 650 462
1ZB Auckland () .. . . [-00 1070 280
1YX Auckland .. . . . 0-1H 850 341
IZM Auckland .. .. . .. 0-7H 1250 240
2YA Wellington .. . . . 60-00 H70 H26
2/7.B Wellington (C) . .. . 100 1130 265H
27ZA Palmerston North (C) .. . 0-10 1400 214
2YB New Plvmouth . . . 0-03 j 810 370
2YC Wellington .. . . . 5-00 “ 840 357
2YD Wellington .. .. .. .. 0-20 990 303
2YH Napier .. .. .. . H-00 750 395
2YN Nelson . . .. .. 0-03 920 327
271 Gishorne .. .. . . 0-10 | 930 306
3Y A Christchurch .. .. .. 10-00 | 720 116
378 Christehurch () . . . L-00 5 1430 210
3YL Christchurch . . . 0-30 1200 250
37ZR Greymouth . . . 0-10 940 319
4YA Dunedin .. .. . . 10-00 790 380
4ZB Dunedin (%) . . . 1-00 1310 229
4YO Dunedin .. .. .. .. 0-1H 1110 } 263
1Y7Z Invercargill . . . 5-00 680 ’ 111

Great difficulty was stitl experienced in obtaining technieal equipment, of all kinds, and consequently
new development was limited.  All available equipment was needed to maintain the existing services,
and the technical staff was taxed to its utmost on operational and maintenance duties.  During the
vear the 2ZB studio equipment was redesigned and hrought up to date, the 2YD transmitter was
modernized, recording equipment installed at Auckland, and the recording equipment at other stations
was redesigned to bring it up to present-day standards.

\ new receiving-station in the vieinity of Wellington will be completed in the near future, and
listeners will henefit by elearer reception of overseas broadeasts which are rebroadeast throughout
New Zealand.

The acrial masts are at present being serviced, and the guys of the masts, which are 500 ft. high
ato Auckland and Dunedin and 700 ft. high at Titahi Bay, are being treated.

The technieal staff at the transmitters is in need of additional housing, and a total of eleven new
houses for married officers are being ereeted at the transmitter sites at Titahi Bav, Opapa, Henderson,
Gebbies Pass, Higheliff, and Dacre.

Constructional work completed during the vear by the Engineering Section included the assembling
of equipment for the National Broadeasting Service mobile unit in the Pacific, and public address systems
for the National Patriotic Fund Board in conneetion with the Kiwi Concert Party.

Howrs of Transuwssion.~ The total transmission time of National and Commercial stations was
ROA83 hours, in which 53 hours were lost. owing to technical faults and power failures.

Receiving Licenses. —During the vear 375,453 receiving licenses were issued, an increase for the
vear of 7,290,
Jamis SurLuey, Divector of Broudeasting.

Approrimale Cost of Paper.~ -Preparation, not given  printing (557 copies), £10.

By Authority: E. V. PauL, Government Printer, Wellington, —1944.

Price 6d.}



	ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING SERVICE FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 31st MARCH, 1944
	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables
	Untitled


