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NEW ZEALAND

DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND SURVEY

SETTLEMENT OF CROWN LANDS

(ANNUAIL REPORT ON)

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Commaond of His Hxcellency

Department of Lands and Survey, Wellington, 3rd July, 1944.
Sir,—
T have the honour to submit the annual report on the settlement of Crown lands for the
year ended 3lst March, 1944, together with particulars of operations under the Small Farms Act,
1932-33, the Land Laws Amendment Act, 1929, and the Servicemen’s Settlement and Land Sales

Act, 1943,
I have &ec.,

R. G. MACMORRAN,
The Hon, the Minister of Lands. Under-Secretary.

GENERAL REVIEW

Reports from the districts indicate that, despite difficult climatic conditions at certain periods,
Crown tenants generally have had a satisfactory year.

As stated in last year’s report, the shortage of phosphatic fertilizers and the lack of man-power
are adversely affecting farming operations, and in some cases necessary maintenance is being neglected
to a certain extent. This position has arisen as a result of the war. It is hoped that the retrogression
that is evident in certain localities will be overcome when normal conditions again prevail.

As all suitable blocks of Crown land are to be utilized for the settlement of ex-servicemen, very
few sections were offered for selection by the general public during the past year, and the Department’s
activities in so far as ordinary land-settlement is concerned were connected mainly with the adminis-
tration of areas selected in previous years. Additional properties were acquired during the year for
the settlement of discharged servicemen, and particulars of the areas concerned are given in that portion
of the report dealing with land-development.

Tn most districts there have been few applications for remission of rent, and the majority of the
tenants have met their commitments to the Department.

At the 31st March, 1944, the tenants on the books of the Department numbered 35,127, occupying
a total area of approximately 17,676,089 acres.

Extracts from reports of Commissioners of Crown Lands, dealing with settlement conditions in
their respective districts, are included in an Appendix to this report.
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LEGISLATION

By section 28 of the Statutes Amendment Act, 1943, the term “ discharged serviceman,” for the
purposes of the Small Farms Act, 1932-33, is extended, and by section 29 of the same Act special provision
18 made with respect to leases to discharged servicemen.

The Reserves and other Lands Disposal Act, 1943, containg twelve sections dealing with Crown
lands, reserves, endowments, and other lands. '

Details concerning the Servicemen’s Settlement and Land Sales Act, 1943, are given under a separate
heading.

POSTPONEMENTS, REMISSIONS, AND ARREARS OF RENT AND INTEREST

Rents and interest the payment of which remained postponed at 31st March amounted to £16,576.
Arrears of rent and interest at the 31st March (including arrears in respect of the current half-yearly
charge) totalled £139,205, while remissions for the year totalled £23,120.

THE SERVICEMEN’S SETTLEMENT AND LAND SALES ACT, 1943

This Act came into operation on 18th October, 1943. The objects of the Act, as set out in the
preamble, are—

(1) To provide for the acquisition of land for the settlement of discharged servicemen ;

(2) To provide for the control of sales and leases of land in order to facilitate the settlement
of discharged servicemen ; and ,

(8) To prevent undue increases in the price of land, the undue aggregation of land, and its
use for speculative or uneconomic purposes.

Part 1 of the Act established the Land Sales Court consisting of a Judge, with the status of a Judge
of the Supreme Court, and two other members appointed by His Excellency the Governor-General
in Council. It also established such number of Land Sales Committees as the Governor-General in
Council may think necessary. Each Committee has a distinctive name and consists of not more than
three members,

On 18th October the Hon. G, P. Finlay, a Judge of the Supreme Court, was appointed Judge of the
Land Sales Court, and Mesers. W. T, Scott, of Kapuni, farmer, and W. Stewart, of Wellington, retived
Valuer-General, were appointed members of the Court. Fifteen Land Sales Committees, each of three
members, were appointed ; the Chairmen in most cases are practising solicitors, and it has been necessary
in a few cases to appoint deputy Chairmen, who act when required.

Part IT of the Act provides for the taking of land for the settlement of discharged servicemen,
provided such land is capable of subdivision into two or more economic units, and provided also that the
owner shall have the right to retain one of the subdivisions.

To 31st March, 1944, only one property had been taken under Part II, an area of 1,200
acres, approximately, in Marlborough, which will be subdivided into three farms and halloted for shortly.
The taking of other areas is under action.

Part III of the Act provides that, with certain exceptions set out in the Act, no land shall be sold
or transferred, or leased for a period of not less than three years, without the consent of the Court.
Application for the consent of the Court is filed in accordance with the prescribed forms in one of the
eleven offices of the Court throughout the Dominion, and the application is then referred to the Land
Sales Committee operating in the locality. If necessary, a public hearing is held at which all persons
interested in the transaction have the right to be heard. Any person affected by the Order of the
Committee has a right of appeal to the Land Sales Court, such appeal to be lodged within fourteen days
of the filing of the order.

Up to 31st March, 1944, a total of 10,623 applications had been filed, of which 953 related to farm
land and 9,670 to other than farm land. Of this number, 8,618 had been finally dealt with, of which
663 were farm land and 7,955 other than farm land. Of the applications granted, approximately 74 per
cent. were granted without a hearing, 13 per cent. after a hearing, and 11 per cent. subject to conditions.
The percentage of those refused by the Committee or withdrawn by the parties is only 2 per cent.
Although the number of applications outstanding at 31st March, 1944, was 2,005, it should be noted that
the number filed for the month of March alone was 3,213. Further, some of these cases had already been
set down for hearing early in April. Tt can therefore be said fairly that the handling of the applications
is running smoothly and expeditiously, and only a relatively small number of cases take any length of
time for the Committee’s decision to be known. Those applications which do take some while are cases
where valuations are required or further particulars are necessary.

The main difficulty in the expeditious working of the Act is the obtaining of valuations.
Additional Valuers are being employed by the State Departments, but it will be realized that with so
many Valuers still serving in the Armed Forces it is not easy to obtain trained staff. Every endeavour
is being made to employ additional Valuers, and, where necessary, Valuers outside the State Departments
are being engaged to enable all applications to be considered as quickly as possible.

The number of appeals filed against Committees’ orders is 44, but, of this number, 17 were subse-
quently withdrawn. Of the appeals heard, 5 were dismissed, 4 allowed, and 3 allowed in part. The
Court makes the practice of travelling to the various centres for the hearing of appeals, and so far sittings
have been held in Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin, Timaru, and Nelson.
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Generally, it can be claimed that the Act is being administered with a minimum of friction and
inconvenience to the applicants, and this has been made possible only by the sympathetic attitude and
conscientious work of the Committees and the Court officers in the various registries working
under pressure of understaffing on account of the prevailing war conditions.

Appended are tables showing the number of applications filed to 31st March, 1944, and how they
have been dealt with, the number of cases where consent has been granted subject to a reduction 1n
the consideration, and the number of appeals lodged and how they have been disposed of.

ReTurN or AprricaTioNs FROM BECINNING Oo¥ Acr (18ma OcroBigk, 1943) 1o 31lsT MarcH, 1944

Granted | Granted | Granted Re(f)‘:_%(‘l Total Actior
Registry. Received. | without | after subject to | With- ﬁn;l)i:e d inco(;riloféte
Hearing. | Hearing. Con(ht-.lons.’ “ drawn). o plete.
Farm lands—

Auckland .. .. 381 129 76 8 16 229 152
Gisborne .. .. 21 14 4 1 1 20 1
Napier .. .. 44 31 1 1 33 11
New Plymouth . 50 21 . 1 5 33 17
Wellington .. .. 76 45 1 4 50 26
Blenheim .. .. 21 4 3 3 .. 15 6
Nelson .. .. 45 41 . .. 41 4

Hokitika .. .. 4 3 .. 1 .. 4 ..
Christchurch .. .. 149 86 9 10 4 109 |- 40
Dunedin .. .. 73 51 1 2 .. 54 19
Invercargill .. R 39 Hh4 16 3 2 75 14

g
Totals .. .. 953 485 116 34 28 663 290
Other lands— ;

Auekland o« o7 ..o 3,398 1,607 695 234 86 2,622 776
Gisborne = .. " . 145 123 ) 14 1 143 2
Napier . .. ~ .. 428 295 11 28 2 336 92
New Plymouth .. 357 284 17 21 3 3925 32
Wellington .. .. 1,919 1,341 101 171 13 1,626 293
Blenheim , .. iy 109 85 8 10 " 103 6
Nelsgn .. .. 189 149 4 3 9 164 25
Hokitika - .. .. 88 66 7 8 .. 82 6
Christchurch” .. . 1,650 900 113 238 .27 1,278 372
Dunedin .. .. 962 749 15 98 5 867 95
Invercargill .. . 425 2176 62 66 5 409 16
Totals .. .. | 9,670 5,875 1,038 891 151 7,955 1,715
Grand totals .. | 10,623 6,360 1,154 925 179 8,618 2,005

Repucerions 1N CONSIDERATION DIRECTED BY LanND Sarps COMMITTEES

Farm Land. Other Land. Totals.
Registry. < - :
Number. | Amount | Number. | Amount.- | Number. | Amount.
. £ £ o £

Auckland .. .. . 19 3,334 263 21,576 282 24,910
Gisborne .. .. . 1 85 13 785 14 870
Napier .. .. 1 734 18 1,448 19 2,182
New Plymouth .. 1 301 21 1,337 22 1,638
Wellington .. 6 2,226 188 25,700 194 27,926
Blenheim .. .. 13 1,710 13 1,710
Nelson . 1 50 18 1,900 19 1,950
Hokitika 1 25 9 423 10 448
Christchurch 7 1,129 239 20,198 246 21,327
Dunedin. . 2 1,071 .96 5,284 98 . 6,355,
Invercargill 5 528 65 4,009 70 4,537
Totals .. .. .. 44 9,483 943 (84,370 | . 987 . 93,853
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Rerurny or AppEaLs TO 3lst Marcu, 1944

Heaxrd, Referred | Total Numl_)er
District. Number| Dis. | Algved| Alloved || b P wish. back to | Number |omain-
lodged. | missed. Part, Full. not drawn. | Com- |disposed dealt
given. mittee. of. with.
|
Farm land-— ;
Auckland .. .. 6 1 . . .. 1 .. 2 4
Gisborne . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Napier .. .
New Plymouth 1 1 1
Wellington 2 2 2
Blenheim
Nelson .
Hokitika .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Christchurch .. .. 1 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1
Dunedin .. .. 1 .. .. .. .. .. 1 1 ..
Invercargill . . . .. . o ..
Totals. . .. 11 1 .. .. .. 4 1 ! 6 5
Other land— |
Auckland .. .. 11 1 l 1 .. . 1 .. 3 8
Gisborne .. .. o . .. .. .. .. .. ..
Napier ..
New Plymouth . . .. - .. . . .. . .
Wellington .. .. 18 2 1 2 .. 12 .. 17 1
Blenheim .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .
Nelson .. .. 1 .. .. 1 .. .. .. 1
Hokitika . . .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Christchurch .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Dunedin .. .. 3 1 1 1 .. . .. 3
Invercargill . . . . . . . ..
Totals .. 33 4 3 4 .. 13 .. 24 9
Grand totals .. 44 5} 3 4 .. 17 1 30 | 14

LAND-DEVELOPMENT
Smann Farms Acy, 1932-33, anp Lanp Laws Amexpment Acr, 1929
General

During the year ended 31st March, 1944, the conditions which have obtained during the war years
have not improved, and the Land Settlement Board has been obliged to confine its main operations
to the farming and maintenance of the blocks under its control. The continued shortage of labour
and materials has made it impossible to recommence active development operations. .

During the year further areas were acquired under the Small Farms Act, 1932-33, for subdivision
and settlement of discharged servicemen. Some of these blocks are more or less fully developed, and
steps are being taken to open certain areas for selection during the present year.

One area of approximately 1,200 acres in the Marlborough District was taken compulsorily in terms
of Part 11 of the Servicemen’s Settlement and Land Sales Act, 1943. Prior to the 31st March no areas
had actually been taken in terms of section' 51 of the same Act, but activity in this connection is
now evident. ,

The erection of dwellings and other farm buildings is essential before areas can be made available
for the settlement of discharged servicemen, and arrangements are being made with the Housing
Construction Department to erect buildings on those areas which can be opened for settlement
at the present time. A start has been made on the Matanuku Block, where a gang of military
defaulters is engaged on erecting buildings. 1t is hoped a considerable move forward will be made during
the present year in the erection of buildings hand in hand with the proposals of Government to institute
a vigorous rural housing programme. _

In addition to the blocks which have already been purchased for discharged servicemen, a
review of the areas which have previously been developed for settlement is being made with a view to
ascertaining what areas can be made available this year for discharged servicemen.

On some of the areas which will be recommended for settlement during the coming year, it is very
obvious that the existing allocation of manure will be insufficient for successful farming by the ex-service-
men, and it is considered that special allocations should be made to these men who have been fighting
so ably overseas. ‘ , o

The Land Settlement Board is collaborating very closely with the Rehabilitation Board on all
matters affecting the settlement of discharged servicemen. , ‘

During the year the Land Settlement Board undertook farming operations on two large defence
areas. These areas had been acquired for defence purposes, but were not all required for immediate
use, and it was considered advisable to keep the areas in production.

The following comments are made in respect of operations in the respective districts :—

Superintendent of Land Development, Auckland.—Fifteen blocks, containing 74,350 acres approxi-
mately, are under development in this district. During the year the majority of the occupiers on the
Hoe-o-Tainui Block were granted leases and the block was placed under the control of the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands.
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The Paratu Block, of 2,020 acres, near Walton, was purchased for the settlement of discharged
servicemen. This area in the past has received a very low application of fertilizer, and it is anticipated
this will affect farming operations.

All blocks were farmed with sheep and cattle during the vear and, favoured with a good season for
pasture growth, the results were generally satisfactory. The inadequacy of the fertilizer-supply,
however, makes for difficulties.

On Mihi Block labour from the National Service Department’s camp has been of much assistance,
but shortage of materials has hampered progress. On three sub-blocks the new grass is being main-
tained in fair condition, but on Strathmore the pastures, owing to reduced fertilizer, show a decided
deterioration, necessitating a reduction of stock.

On the Galatea Estate the main work has been carried out with defaulter labour. Here, again,
pastures have deteriorated due to lack of fertilizer, but the farming returns have been kept at a
satisfactory level by the provision of supplementary fodder.

Superintendent of Land Development, Te Kuitt.—The blocks under the control of the Superintendent
number thirty-seven, totalling 66,076 acres, after allowing for certain alienations and increases.
Included in this area is a block of 572 acres at Raetihi leased to the Department of Agriculture
for the growing of vegetables. :

Roughly half of the total area being developed is in grass, the remainder being still undeveloped,
and, with minor exceptions, must remain so until labour, plant, and manure are available in sufficient
quantities to warrant an extension of the development programme.

The number of employees engaged on the thirty-seven blocks has again been reduced during the
year, and those now employed total only 125. The areas controlled from Te Kuiti stretch from Ohakune
to Hamilton, and some of the blocks are an amalgamation of smaller areas. The number of men
employed, therefore, leaves little room for maintenance work on fencing and draining.

Sixteen dairy herds were maintained in production, but the dry season, coupled with the shortage
of manure, has resulted in a definite drop in revenue from butterfat, pigs, and fat stock.

No increase of any moment has been made in the ewe flocks or the run cows this year, and none is
visualized until more manure can be allocated.

The drought experienced during the summer occasioned a good deal of alarm in respect of eczema,
and the possible failure of the swede crop, but excellent rains in late February and March rectified the
position.  The winter-feed position promises to be up to expectations. :

Completion of the purchase of two blocks of land in this district, totalling approximately 1,820 acres,
for the settlement of discharged servicemen will be finalized shortly. Tn addition, two blocks, one
in the Aria district and one some distance from Otorohanga, which have been developed and farmed by
the Department for some years are in the process of being subdivided, and made ready for early settle-
ment by discharged servicemen.

There are three blocks in this district—namely, Kairangi, Karakariki, and Wharepapa—which
were taken over in 1938 from the Waikato Land Settlement Society. This body still acts in an advisory
capacity in all matters regarding these blocks. During the year five settlers were permanently established
on the Wharepapa Block.. This makes a total of thirty-five men established to date on these blocks.
The settlers generally have shown that they can make good, provided ample fertilizer is available.

Commissioner of Crown Lands, North Auchland.—There i3 only one area, Batten’s Block, of 1,576
acres, under the Commissioner’s control, and further development work has been checked owing to the
difficulty in providing suitable labour, combinéd with the general shortage of top-dressing manures.
Returns from this property for the year have been satisfactory.

Commassioner of Crown Lands, New Plymouth.—Two abandoned Crown securities, containing
1,287 acres, are the only areas being developed under the control of the Commissioner of Crown Lands,
New Plymouth, and they are being farmed and held for future disposal. Owing to labour shortage, one
man has been managing both areas, and it has been impossible to run breeding-ewes on both properties,
with a consequent drop in returns.

Commissioner of Crown Lands, Napier—Five areas in this district are under development—
Kakariki, Kaheka, Waihau, and Parinui Blocks, approximating 31,798 acres, and the Ahuriri Lagoon,
of 7,753 acres.

Following on a dry autumn, winter conditions were harder than usual, but the summer was
unusually wet, and flush conditions now prevail, with good prospects for the winter. Owing to labour
shortage and. restricted supplies of fertilizer, little new development work could be undertaken, and
operations have been confined mainly to the maintenance of present pastures. Scrub reversion has
been evident on areas not top-dressed. ‘ ,

So far as the Ahuriri Lagoon is concerned, development operations have been limited. A new
lucerne stand of 25 acres has been laid down, and existing pastures and other improvements have been
well maintained. A satisfactory wool-clip was obtained, and good returns made from the sale of fat
stock. From January to March the rainfall was fairly heavy, and present conditions are flush. There
has been a big increase in the natural cover, and the winter carrying will be considerably greater than
last year.

Commiassioner of Crown Lands, Gisborne.—The Te Wera Estate, of 9,922 acres, is the only block
under development in this district. It was acquired in 1927, since which date it has been developed
and run as a station. To date an area of about 1,900 acres of bush land has been felled and grassed.
A standard flock is established, and the surplus sheep and cattle are always in keen demand. The
use of cobaltized salt on this country is reflected in the appearance and stamina of the stock.

Commussioner of Crown Lands, Wellington.—Experimental development has been undertaken on
an area of 100 acres of Crown land at Tangimoana. The area is holding the pasture, and a small ewe
flock is run. Present conditions prevent any extension of operations. ‘

Commassioner of Crown Lands, Blenheim.—Two properties are under the control of the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands, Blenheim, the first being a fully-developed orchard property of 68 acres,
and the other Molesworth-Tarndale Station, containing 239,500 acres.

The Torode’s Estate is a fully-developed orchard, and operations were confined to seasonal work,
The past season has been a fair one, and it is anticipated that production will equal the previous season’s
total of 9,600 cases.

e
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The Molesworth-Tarndale Station continues to show signs of improvement, and evidence of
increase in plant cover is apparent over most of the eroded areas. Provided the rabbits are kept under
control, the future prospects are encouraging. Here, again, the shortage of labour has restricted
development, operations, and the main effort has been confined to the eradication of rabbits and
seasonal work.

The winter and spring were very severe with frequent falls of snow, and although there were no
exceptional losses of cattle, the adverse conditions were reflected in a reduced calving.

The experimental area referred to in last year’s report has been fenced in readiness for the
establishment of trial plots by the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research.

The station was visited in February by the District Committee for Soil Conservation and River
Jontrol.  The Committee expressed satisfaction at the evidence of natural regeneration as a result
of the Department’s control of grazing and rabbiting operations,

Two properties were acquired in this district during the year—Sedgemere Block, of approximately
1,200 acres, near Seddon, and Greenhills, of 4,900 acres, twenty miles from Kaikoura.

Sedgemere was acquired under Part IT of the Servicemen’s Settlement and Land Sales Act, 1943,
and the Crown took possession on 22nd February, 1944. It comprises good-quality flats and easy
downs, practically all ploughable and suitable for subdivision into three holdings adaptable for fat-
lamb raising and cropping. The block is now stocked with 2,200 sheep, including 1,500 ewes.

Greenhills, which was purchased under the Small Farms Act, with possession on 29th March, 1944,
comprises some 1,000 acres of fair flats and ploughable downs, the balance being easy to steep hill
country. The stock at present on the property is 3,200 sheep, including 2,000 breeding-ewes.

Both blocks are heing developed with a view to settlement of discharged servicemen.

Commissioner of Crown Lands, Nelson.—There are two blocks in this district—Pakihi and Organ’s,
containing together 2,292 acres. Maintenance work only is being carried out, and there has beer no
material alteration since last year’s report. ‘

Commissioner of Crown Lands, Christchurch.—Five blocks, containing 13,271 acres, are being
farmed or developed under the Small Farms Act, and six blocks, containing 4,041 acres, under the
Land Laws Amendment Act, 1929. Au area of 640 acres was added to the Valetta Block during the
year, and a property kunown as Templeton’s, an area of 184 acres in the Woodbury District, was also
taken over.

Weather conditions throughout the year have been generally unfavourable to cultivation,
although the considerable rainfall in the late spring and again in February promoted quick growth
in existing pastures. This rainfall benefited crops on the lighter plains land, but caused reduced returns
on heavier land. A severe winter was experienced with a particularly heavy snowfall in Mid-
Canterbury. Stock losses were lighter than anticipated, but the adverse conditions were reflected in
the wool-clip, and caused a substantial drop in the lambing percentages.

During the year one block, McKenzie, was selected by a discharged serviceman, but he was
unable to carry on due to war disability. The block was again taken over by the Department, and a
discharged serviceman installed as manager with prospects of being granted a lease next season.

Commassioner of Crown Lands, Dunedin--In the Otago Distriet two blocks are being developed—
Papanui, of 1,082 acres, and Arclif, of 4,804 acres. New development work has been curtailed due to
the shortage of labour, but on Arclif 250 acres were worked and sown in new grass and 135 acres in
turnips and swedes.

Generally speaking, the year has been a favourable one. The winter set in early with heavy
siiow on the high country, and a dry summer was followed by copious rains which have been beneficial
to pastures but retarded harvesting operations. Owing to the lush feed, lambs have been late in
fattening and weights have been lighter.

In March two blocks in the North Otago District were purchased, the Island Cliff Block, of
2,349 acres, some twenty-five miles from Oamaru, and Taipo Hill Block, 468 acres, nine miles south
from Oamaru.

Island Cliff comprises easy rolling country lying well, and is at present carrying 2,300 ewes. It
is proposed to subdivide into five holdings.

Taipo Hill is very heavy land and considered some of the best in: North Otago, growing good wheat
and potatoes. The area will subdivide into three good mixed farms.

Both blocks are being developed with a view to soldier settlement at a later date.

Comanissioner of Crown Lands, Invercargill—In the Southland District. two blocks are subject to
the Small Farms Act, the Spurhead Block, of 2,223 acres, and the Anderson Gift Block, of 600 acres.
On both blocks development work was confined mainly to drainage operations. :

The weather conditions were favourable and stock did well, as also did the crops, with the
exception of b0 acres linen flax, for which the season was presumably too dry.

Individual Tenants under the Small Farms Act

The majority of the individual tenants established under the Small' Farme Act, 1932-33, are in
the North Auckland and Auckland Liand Districts and occupy dairy units. The following particulars
are supplied relative to these areas :-— -

North Auckland.—In most parts of the district there has been very little of the drought conditions
of the previous years, and the season has been a good one. It is therefore difficult to gaugethe extent
of the decline in production duc to the rationing of fertilizer. Practically all of the settlers who werc
with the Armed Forces have now returned to their holdings. Development has, for the most part,
reached the stage which will enable the farms to be worked as economic units.

Auckland.—The effect of the shortage of top-dressing manures is now becoming apparent,
particularly as most of the farms are situated in the light pumice area of Rotorua and Bay of Plenty,
Returns were also affected by the unseasonable weather conditions.

The following statistical schedules give more particular detail and information in respeet of the
blocks at present under development. The blocks which are subject to the Small Farms Act, 1932-33,
and Land Laws Amendment Act, 1929, respectively, are shown separately, while those blocks which
have been purchased for the settlement of discharged servicemen have their names printed in bold

type.
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ADVANCES MADE TO CROWN TENANTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND STOCKING OF
THEIR HOLDINGS

Amounts advanced for the year ended 31st March, 1944 :—

£
Improvements .. .. . . .. . 726
Stock .. .. .. .. .- . .. 255
Number of advances made .. .. . .. 31
Readvances from sales of farm produce to meet, obligations .o 7,241

DISCHARGED SOLDIERS SETTLEMENT ACT, 1915

The following particulars are supplied pursuant to section 14 of the Discharged Soldiers
Settlement Act, 1915 :—

TorAL AREA PROCLAIMED SINCE INCEPTION OF THE SCHEME

Class of Land. Area (Acres).
Ordinary Crown lands .. .. .. .. - .. 1,048,430
Land for settlements land .. .. .. .. 405,952
Cheviot Estate land .. .. .. .. .. 3,356

1,457,738

Proclamations have been issued revoking the setting-apart of 257,936 acres of Crown land and
108,409 acres of land for settlements land.

From the inception of the soldier-settlement scheme in 1915 the total applications received
number 15,181 and the allotments made number 4,112, covering a total area of 1,446,136 acres.

The Discharged Soldiers Settlement Account was abolished by section 6 of the Finance Act, 1937.

Provision for the settlement of discharged servicemen returned from the present war was made
in the Small Farms Amendment Act, 1940,

EXPENDITURE

SUMMARY oF EXPUNDITURE APPROVED DURING THE YEAR ENDED SlsT Marcon, 1944

y . A e Net A t Gross ) Net -
Name of Vote or Account. © votg%f““ Expml;gﬁure. Recoveries. Expemeiiturc.
Voted Expenditure
Vote “ Lands and Survey — £ £ . £ £
Subdivision I .. .. .. .. .. 287,285 319,500 63,593 255,907
Subdivigion II .. .. .. .. .. 108,238 82,151 .. 82,151
Subdivision III .. .. .. .. .. 8,165 3,347 .. 3,347
Total, vote ““ Lands and Survey ” .. .. 403,688 404,998 63,593 341,405
Vote *“ Land for Settlements »’ .. .. .. 198,200 147,324 167 147,157
Vote ** Small Farms Development ” .. .. .. 834,250 459,178 331,013 127,265
Total, voted expenditure .. .. V. . 1,436,138 1,011,500 395,673 615,827
Other Bxpenditure : T
Land for Settlements Account : Expenditure from capital .. 1,228 .. 1,228
proceeds of sales of Crown and national endowment lands
Refunds of revenue : Deposits Account expenditure and . 37,106 . 37,196
miscellaneous expenditure
Total, departmental expenditure .. .. .. 1,049,924 395,673 654,251
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APPENDIX
SETTLEMENT OF CROWN LANDS
EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF COMMISSIONERS OF CROWN LANDS

NORTH AUCKLAND
(L. J. Porr, Commissioner of Crown Lands)

The past farming year has proved to be a notable one, due chiefly to a prolonged
dry period during spring to about mid-summer threatening a serious fall in hutterfat-
production. Fortunately, however, warm rains which were experienced near the end of
the summer and continued throughout the autumn proved beneficial to pastures, bringing
about a good recovery in butterfat-production, with the result that it can be reasonably
anticipated that farming returns generally for the year will prove equally as good as
was obtained for the preceding farming year. Larger quantities of hay have been stacked,
and with the  generally favourable state of pastures, stock arc cntering the winter in
good condition.

Lack of man-power is now having a detrimental effect on the general maintenance of
farms. Drains are not being cleaned, fences in many eases lack proper maintenance, and
noxious weeds are not being controlled. This is a feature which will prove expensive to
remedy and will tend to create a fall in production if not given ecarly attention.

Wise and proper provision for replacement of cull cows by the serving of the best
heifer calves is also a matter which is not receiving the attention it deserves.

Wool-produection and lambing percentages should prove to be about average, and prices
for wool, lamb, mutton, and beef should return a fair margin of profit to the producers.

AUCKLAND
(K. M. GraraM, Commissioner of Crown Lands)

A review of the past year’s operations in farming under all headings points to a
fairly satisfactory conclusion in so far as the whole season is concerned. An anxious time
was experienced in mid-summer by many of our settlers due to a prolonged spell of dry
weather which brought about a serious shortage of feed for stock and of pasture for
haymaking, where under average conditions of rainfall ample supplies of both pasture and
supplementary crops would have been available.

The position, however, has become much improved owing to .the breaking of the
drought and timely rains, which, with mild weather, have combined to bring about a rapid
recovery with prospects of stock of all classes going into the winter in good or very fair
condition. )

The shortage of manure, due to limited supply, and the necessity for continued
rationing, is having its effect on production where dairying is concerned, especially on our
lighter and only partially-improved lands, and a reduction in the size of herds may become
necessary due to the decreased carrying-capacity of the holdings concerned. Against this,
the elimination of the old-time fluetuation and uncertainty of prices and the full and
continued demand for everything that the farmer can produce off the farm is of inestimable
benefit to all the existing settlement on the Crown lands throughout this distriet, and there
should be no difficulty in the meeting of rents and interest aceruing to the Department as
they become due. ‘

GISBORNE
(H. L. Primrosg, Commissioner of Crown Lands)

The season throughout the district may be regarded as having heen a wet one,
culminating with a very severe flood on the Tth March. The damage as a result of this
flood on the Poverty Bay flats to the maize and vegetable crops was very extensive.
Fortunately, apart from some isolated cases, the stock losses were light.

The lambing percentages throughout the district, especially the northern end of the
East Coast distriet, were higher than the previous season. Due to the climatic conditions,
the wool-clip was lighter. Stock-prices have been satisfactory for sheep, whilst the prices
ruling for cattle have been higher than for the past six years. The opening of the
railway-line to the (isborne District has extended the market for the surplus stoek from
this distriet. Sheep and cattle are now sought after by the Hawke’s Bay District, whilst
a number. of sheep have been purchased for the Wanganui District. Despite the wet season
and the abundance of feed, facial eczema has not been prevalent. '

The experience gained as a result of the flooding of the various rivers, especially the
Waipaoa, over a number of years clearly shows that an extensive flood-prevention policy
is long overdue. The erosion of the back country which has been deprived of its forest
cover has resulted in the beds of the rivers on the flat and more fertile lands being built
up, with the subsequent overflowing of the banks. An extensive afforestation programme
in the watersheds of the rivers concerned appears the only solution, but this guestion can
only be decided after a thorough investigation of the problem.
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HAWKE'S BAY

(F. R. BurnLEY, Commissioner of Crown Lands)

The autumn of last year was a very mild and dry one throughout the distriet, but
without the usual quantity of rain so necessary to promote a good autumn growth to
carry the stock through the winter. Hence feed was not too plentiful and a considerable
number of cattle had to be moved out of the district.  Stock losses were accordingly
higher than on the average, but early spring rains brought on a sufficiency of feed fairly
early in the year and many farmers were able to make quite a good recovery in the quality
of their stock.

Throughout the summer there have been constant rains well spread throughout the
area and the country has at no time assumed the dry appearance one often associates
with Hawke’s Bay. There has been ample feed available, with a fairly good lambing
percentage and a good weight of wool.

There still seems to be a tendency in some districts to change over from dairying
to sheep, and this is probably duc to the labour shortage. Conditions in this respect will
no doubt right themselves as time goes on,

‘Weeds and rabbits seem to have increased fairly considerably, and will no doubt
be a cause for much concern from now on. Likewise, no solution yet presents itself in
respect of the deterioration of back eountry pastoral land. Reversion still continues, and
will do so, no doubt, until normal conditions return.

Most of the settlers in this distriet seem to be in a fairly satisfactory position, judging
by the payments of rent and the reduction in the arrears outstanding. The position is
probably better now than it has been for a long time past.

There has not been a great demand for land, although inquiries are still received
quite regularly for anything in the nature of first-class dairying or cropping land or for
the b-acre sections. Seaside subdivisions have also been readily inquired for.

Generally speaking, conditions have been very satisfactory throughout the district for
the whole of the year, and these are likely to continue as far as Hawke’s Bay is concerned.

TARANAKI

(A. F. Warers, Commissioner of Crown Lands)

The year generally, from a productive point of view, was less favourable than the
past few vears. This was to some extent attributable to unfavourahle climatic conditions,
but largely to lack of labour combined with the restricted amount of fertilizer available.

The autumn of 1943 was not unfavourable and stoek in most cases entered a moderate
winter in good condition. Spring conditions were wet and cold, and about the middle of
November a dry spell set in that persisted, with minor breaks, till the end of January.
Adequate rains in February and March have greatly assisted rccovery in the butterfat
yield and have given Taranaki one of the greenest autumns experienced for years.

Labour shortage is at present the most serious problem confronting the farmer, and the
position will remain acute while the war lasts. Practically no development work is being
done, and in the majority of cases ordinary farm-maintenance is being neglected. This is
particularly apparent in the hill country, where scrub-cutting and fence-maintenance
demand constant attention.

Farmers are making the best use possible of the fertilizer available, ekeing it out with
lime in many cases. Deterioration of pasture through insuffieient top-dressing is noticeable,
- particularly on poorer types of land.

Ragwort is in evidence again in many localities, due no doubt to labour shortage
combined with lack of sodium; chlorate.

WELLINGTON
(H. W. C. Mackinrosa, Commissioner of Crown Lands)

Following a good autumn, a wet, though not excessively cold, winter was experienced,
which was not conducive to the best conditions for stock. The continuous wet weather in
the spring had an adverse effect on the lambs, and weights were down about 31b. or 41b.
on the previous season, and a longer period was necessary before lambs were fit for the
works. From the end of November until the middle of February practically no rain fell
in the southern and central portions of the district, with the result that much of the
gragsslands bear a parched appearance. The drought conditions prévailing at this period
have been responsible to some extent for a reduction in butterfat-produetion in the locality.
Prices for all classes of stock have been high, fat bullocks having been sold in the Feilding
vards at up to £256 per head. The inability of farmers to obtain adequate supplies of
fertilizers is being reflected in the pastures and may be the cause of lighter lambs and, to
a lesser degree, the decline in butterfat. Those settlers who availed themselves of the
Unemployment 4p Scheme to clean up weed- and scrub-infested areas on their farms are
still deriving. benefits from the work dome, and it is pleasing to note that the areas
operated upon are being maintained. The large number of tenants who applied to have
their affairs adjusted in terms of the Mortgagors and Lessees Rehabilitation .Aect, 1936,
are still feeling the benefits of the decisions of the Adjustment Commissions and the Court
of Review and are for the most part able to meet their payments without difficulty.
There is a good demand for farm lands, and any arcas thrown on the market are eagerly
sought after.
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NELSON

(P. R. WiLkinsoN, Commissioner of Crown Lands)

Although the past winter was a reasonably mild one, a long dry spell during the
summer months resulted in a drought which dispelled any possibility of a peak production
season. Crops suffered mostly. Hops were very light generally, and the production
thereof will show a marked decline. The dry spell also seriously affected tobaceo crops,
and an early frost completed the damage. 1 anticipate production will he down consider-
ably. Exceptionally good growing weather in the latter part of the season should help
dairy production considerably. Wool-produetion should be maintained, if not inereased.

Crown tenants are meeting their annual charges in a satisfactory manner.

MARLBOROUGH
(G. I. MarTIN, Commissioner of Crown Lands)

Conditions were not of the hest for the farming community in this district during
the past season. The autumn was dry, and good rains did not come until June, and
winter feed was short. A cold winter with several fairly heavy falls of snow in the high
country was followed by an exceedingly wet spring, and this was succeeded by very dry
conditions from early December to mid-February.

The unfavourable conditions were reflected in reduced lambing percentages and
lighter wool-clips. Autumn-sown crops in the heavier land were affected by the wet
winter and spring, but those on the lighter arcas were satisfactory. Spring crops were
laté in the ground, and yields were poor as a result of the dry conditions from early
December onwards. Small-seed crops, lucerne, and subterranean clover, however, have
done exceptionally well.

The dairymen’s returns also showed the results of the unfavourable conditions, and
some of the factories show reductions ranging from 7 per eent. to 15 per cent., principally
due to the dry conditions. .

The orchardists enjoyed a general inerease in the quality and weight of fruit this
season.

Many of the more settled areas in Marlborough are free of rabbits, but those loealities
previously infested show a general increase due to the shortage of sufficient labour.

WHSTLAND
(B. King, Commissioner of Crown Lands)

Over the last year weather conditions have been remarkably good for farming
operations. A mild winter followed by a spring and summer both exceptionally dry and
warm resulted in good lambing percentages and few losses, and with prices for fat and
forward stock maintaining a high level the farming industry must be acecounted as having
experienced a very profitable year.

There have been no major floods sufficient to cause much damage to pasture lands,
though the question of erosion of the best alluvial country is one of sufficient importance
to warrant attention being drawn to the need for planning effective preventive measures
on a large scale.

The cumulative effect of the present haphazard methods of flood control and prevention
of erosion is a major problem in a district which must eventually consider farming as
one of its most important industries.

The shortage of labour for farm-work, combined with the high wages obtainable in
alternative means of livelihood, has had the effect of Crown tenants neglecting to some
extent the maintenance of their properties, which are in many cases showing the effect
in excessive growth of noxious weeds and serub, and consequently lowered produective
capacity.

CANTERBURY
(N. C. KensiNaroN, Commissioner. of Crown Lands)

Crown tenants in this district have not had a good year, and the general conditions
as regards the high and low country have been difficult. A very dry autumn was
followed by a winter with several heavy falls of snow which cxtended over the whole
district, but were particularly heavy on the plains of Mid-Canterbury. It is too early
yet to estimate the full result of these smowstorms on the yearly revenue of tenants, but
reports show that lambing is fully 20 per cent. lower, and indicate a lower return in the
wool-clip. Few surplus sheep from high-country runs are offering, but any that are
available are being purchased at good prices. Generally, it can be expected that high-
country flocks will not be up to full strength.

The general outlook so far as high-country runs are concerned is not encouraging ;
difficulty is experienced in securing suitable musterers, packmen, &e., and the outlook for
maintaining a full production of wool and surplus stock from runs is one for concern.

The lessees of settlement lands have only had a fair year so far as returns are
concerned, although prices generally have been good.
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The dry season caused a falling off of dairy returns, and the result of the full season
will be dependent on an early or late winter. The wet spring caused a great growth
of grass, and large quantities of hay were well harvested.

So far as grain crops are concerned, the early harvest was well saved, but the
the broken weather in' February and March has made the late harvest a difficult matter,
and it is too early to say what the final results will be. Good crops of cocksfoot-seed
have been reported from the Peninsula, but in South Canterbury and the foothill
country heavy loss of grass-seed is to be expected owing to the continued wet weather in
February and March. In view of the autumn rains, the prospects for the coming season
are brighter.

OTAGO

(W. E. Sraw, Commissioner of Crown Lands)

Generally speaking, the year has been a favourable one. The winter set in early with
some heavy snow in the high country, accompanied by heavy frosts, but exeept in a few
cases the stock losses were not severe. The dry weather in the early summer was later
followed by copious rains, which have been of great benefit from a feed point of view,
although all this moisture cannot he said to have been favourable to cropping, and
harvesting operations were hampered by the rain. Stock-prices have been satisfactory.
On the high country the wool has not been up to the usual standard, too much moisture
resulting in a short staple and yolk stain in numerous elips.

The orchardist has had a good season, in spite of apricots and nectarines suffering
through excessive rains.

Shortage of labour has been a serious problem for farmers, espeeially in regard to
agricultural work.

From the dairyman’s point of view the year has been quite satisfactory.

Rabbits have again been plentiful and high prices have been realized for skins.
Blocks for winter poisoning have been cagerly sought after, but in spite of this it is
unlikely that the pest will he brought under control while the man-power position remains
acute.

Sweetbriar and St. Johns wart are still the biggest problem of the noxious weeds,
but serious attention to this matter will no doubt have to wait until the war is over.

The revenue position has been good and rent receipts have been very satisfactory.

SOUTHLAND
(T. Cagney, Commissioner of Crown Lands)

Following a good autumn, unusually prolonged winter conditions, associated with a
long succession of heavy frosts, found many farmers inquiring for extra winter grazing,
with the result that high prices were paid for turnips and other classes of grazing. A
warm and unusually dry mid-season followed, and beneficial showers towards the end of
the period saved the distriet from a serious shortage of grazing and gives promise of a
good supply of fodder for the coming winter.

Generally, and no doubt as the result of the number of heavy frosts during the winter
loosening up the ground, pastures came on well afterwards, and stock rapidly recovered
from the lean winter and spring conditions. The long winter, however, resulted in a
somewhat heavy mortality, particularly amongst old ewes, and to some extent detrimentally
affected the wool-clip.

High-country runs were generally free of any damaging snowfalls, but lambing
percentage will be probably lower than usual on account of the long winter. The close
of the period found runs well provided with pasture and the outlook for winter feed good.

The season was not conducive to the best results being obtained from dairy-farms,
and no doubt produetion from this source will show a decline, and this will be also
aggravated by a tendency on the part-of some dairy farmers to turn towards sheep-
grazing.

The season has been a patchy one for eroppers. Clover was affected by a late frost
in January, after which a second growth oceurred, and this will probably detrimentally
affect the yield and quality of the seed. The fescue crop, although good on the heavy
ground, was disappointing on the lighter country. An outstanding feature of the small-
seed production was the large area of cocksfoot harvested and the excellent yields obtained.
Oat crops were patchy and below the average. Wheat-harvesting was interfered with by
the damp weather conditions.
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