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Prermvminawy INQUIRIES AS TO MurcuaNT SEAMEN
5. Before leaving New Zealand I aseertained that there was a possibitity that the © Pamir”” might
be in American waters during the eleetion period, but that no other New Zealand merchant ships were
likely to be there, thonghe there might he cases of New Zealand seamen on other ships, 1 accordingly
decided to make arrangements in Yancouver, San Francisco, and New York to cover New Zealand
scamen whose ships might be in port during election period.

Priraramions prior 1o CLosiNg or NominaTioNns

b L prepared detailed instructions for the taking of votes, and, prior to the closing of nominations,
circulated these, together with the necessary number of ballot and voting papers, to all stations, hoth
haval and air, to which New Zealand personmel were attached. Lo addition, 1 arranged with the lollowing
to look alter voting in the places inentioned —

Mre. J. 4 Ackland (New Zealand Agent), Vancouver, 1B.C,

Mr. 8. B. Pileher (New Zealand Agent), San Franeisco.

Me. L. M. Death (New Zealand Supply Mission), Washington, D.C.

Me. T. O, W. Brebner (NJZ. Customs Representative), Noew York,

Flight Ticutenant i, O, Spackman (R.NZAT), Halifax, NS,

flying Officer R. Somerville (RONA), New Zeoland Aiv Misston, Otfawa.,

Messrs. Ackland, Tileher, and Brebner kept in touch with the shipping position in an endeavour
to contact any New Zesland seamen touching port in the voting peviod,

I the case of the virious stations and ships, the Commanding Officers were requested to arrange
for an officer to talie charge of the voting, and were advised that, in cases where the number of Now
Zealand personnel exceeded one hundred, the station would he visited by a New Zealand representative
who would assist in the taking of the votes.

L arrangod for an announcement to he made concerning the election in the Radio News Summary
which is broadeast to New Zealand and Australian Aiv Force trainees in Canada each Sunday, and
voters were advised o communicate with Otbawa headquarters if no arrangements were made for them
to vole.
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Nosinarions aND Breerion News Spemr

7. The nominations were received on Friday, 10th September, and T had copies printed immediately.
I received the cable containing the whole of the material for the election news sheet at 5 p.noon Sunday,
P2th September. As this had to he printed for cireulation at the carliest pogsible wmoment, Mr, Firth,
the Acting High Commissioner, avranged for a number of typists to work that night transerihing the
cuble ready for the printer.

By working all Monday and through Monday night the printer was able to deliver the news sheet
to me ready for civeulation by 2 pan. on Tuesday, 14th September, and by 6.30 p.n. that evening final
instructions for the voting, together with sufficient copies of the list of candidates and clection news
sheet to give one to cach voter, were in the mail.

All packages were sent by the most expeditious moeans available.

Conbucer or THE Voring

#The greatest number of RINLA, personnel were centred around Calgary and Winnipeg,
and, i view of the fael that approxinately 300 men had just arvived in the Calgary arca and their
tanes were notoon any voll 1 eonsidered it advisable to proceed to Calgary myselt” 1 aranged for
My, Middlemass, of the New Zeatand High Commissioner’s Office, to ACCOMpPANY me, as some assistance
would he necessary.

We visifed four stations in the area, assisting the polling oflicers with the voting at three of the
stations, and communicated with other stations to ascertain that voting was procecding.

1 arranged for Wight Licutenant A, Drake, from the New Zealand Ajr Misston, Ottawa, o visit
Winuipeg, and he visited @ number of stations, assisting the polling oflicers with the voling, and
conmunicated with other stations to ascertain that the voting was procecding.  Flight Licutenant
R. Potter, of the New Zeatand Afr Mission, Ottawa, went to Toronto for several days and communicated
with the stations i that area to see whether any assistance was required. At the request ol the
oflicer commanding one station he visited the station and assisted in the taking of the votes of the
New Zealand personnel, who incladed a namber of Fleet Air Armn trainces,

Flight Licutenant Bpackinan communicated with the stations in the Halifax area {0 ascertain
that the voting was proceeding and that no further assistance was required.

ARNA COVERED

9. There were New Zealand persomnel inapproximately ninety different stations and ships in
or near the North American Continent, irom Honolulu in the west o Sermuda, the Bahanas, and
Trinidad in the cast and south. Al had an opportunity of vobing excepl a few feery pilots who were
away on duty, and the men in Bermuda, the Bahamas, and Trinidad and in some ships which put to
sea hefore the 10th SBeptember and did not return to port, hefore 25th September. The voting-papers
and Tist ol eandidates, although sent by air, did not reach Bermuda until 26¢h September and did not
reach Trinidad until some dayvs alter that date. They reached the Bahamas on 22nd September,
but owing to a misrending of the instruetions the voting was not procecded with,  The number of men
allected was as follows -

Bermuda . .. .. .. .. .. U1
Bahamuas .. . .. . .. .. .18
Trindad .. .. .. .. .. .. .27
Shipeat e .. .. . .. .. R 3}

Peitnl . . - . o 66

Ehad vecords of the naomes and addresses of all these e, exeepb nine of those in the Bahamis,
atd none of those whose addresses U had came from the closely-contested electorates.
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