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THE GENERAL ELECTION, 1943

REPORTS BY SPRCTAL RETURNING OFRPICERS TN UNITED KINGDOM, CANADN, MibDDLE HAST, AND
PACIFIC ON THE CONDUCT OF THIE NEW ZEALAND GENERAL WLECTION, 1943 AMONGST
MEABRERS  OF  THID FORCES, UNDER THIE  BLECPORNG (MEMBERS OF - THIES FORCIS)
REGULATIONS 1941

Presented o both Houses of the General Asseinbly by Leave

UNITED KINGDOM

New Zealand Government Offices,
(15 Strand, Loudon, W.C 2, Ist October, 1945,
Duap Sk,
I am forwarding ander separate cover the following completed election papers :

[ Declarations i order,

Declarations disallowed, with sealed envelopes containing velative hallot-papers.

Yalid Klectoral ballot-papers.

Invalid Klectoral hallot-papers.

Valid National Licensing ballot-papers.

Tnyvalid National Licensing ballot-papers.

Valid Loeal Option ballot-papers.

Tnvalid Leeal Option ballot-papers.
Atiached 0 OHielnl count of votes certified by serutineers,

By muil-box

As the eleetion was conducted wholly by declaration voting on necount of volls not heing avatluble,
and, by commencing the count eavly, tinme was available (o make a thorough examination of cach
ballot-paper, 1 appointed Mr. Avthur Sims and Mr. Jas. Webster (who s acting as Audit Officer) as
serntineers, and arranged for them to he present at the opening of the hallot-papers. Ton this way the
figures wer thoroughly checked and agreed by the serutinecrs hefore heing cabled fo you.

"The electoral material forwarded by the  mpire Grace 7 reached mie at the beginning of September,
Lot the air-mail Tetter with instroctions and explanation of regulations mentioied in vour eable nunihered
4891 of 26th July has not come 6o hand. Tnany ease, air-niail leiters in July and August were taking
five o seven woeks to reach us, and 1 conld nof, therefore, expeet to receive vour letber hefore the end
of Augugl. As it would then have been too late to organize wosvaten ol condueting fhielection it was
needszary for e to Improvise one haxed on the regulations relaline to voline by dectiviion. Particulars
of the methods adopred and wonie comments on the generab application of voting b derlaation to this
vlection are heing sapplied in @ separate report [preated below],

The costs of the election have been kepl as low ax possible without Impaiving eflicieney or leaving
grounds for complaint that every facility was not afforded 1o servicemen and the Merchant Navy to
vecord their votes. 1 am wnable to supply vou with a statenient as to eost, hut all electoral expenses
will he paid by the Thgh Commissioner’s Office and charged to Flectoral vote, <o that particulars will
reach vou in due course throngh the Treasury. :

Following vour decision as to remuneration of polling officers and polling clerks I conneetion

with hy-clections, Tanm making puyment to them of £2 2s. und L1 I, respectively.

1 should like to vecord my appreciation of the generous assistance wfforded Lo me by oflicers of the
el Commissioner’s stefl, froquently after oflice hours, alzo bo Mr. L Taener, who very kindly took
over the recording of votes of men of the Merchant Navy on ships arriving ab Liverpool daring the
period of voting.

fLowas considered advisable that a representative should visit the larger RUA. stations to hand
over voling-papers and explain the instruetions to the officer deputed to take the votes. The difficulty
of vailway travel and the distanees {o he covered presented an ehstaele, but ab the requect of the ead-
guarters of the RNZATF. (Group Captain Manson) the Air Ministey kindhy placed w plane and pilot
at oy disposal for forr days for my representative Mr. Balfour, of the iligh Commissionet’s stall, (o visit

the outlving stations,
May 1 add my personal thauks (o you for the appointment as Specind Retumieg Oficer for the
United Kingdont, Greenland, Teeland, and Gibraltar.
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