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NEW ZEALAND

AIR DEPARTMENT

(REPORT ON TH#) FOR THE YKAR 1942-43

Prescnicd v pursuance ()f Section 7 of the Air Department Aet, 1937

REPGRT BY THE HONOURABLE F. JONES, MINISTER IN CHARGE OF THE AIR
DEPARTMENT, FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1943
Mi. Spragng,
I have the honour to present to Parliament the report of the Air
Department for the year ended 31st March, 1943,

Because it s mmpracticable to publish  detailed information on  defence
progianines during wartime, and also because of the shortage of paper, it has
again been decided to veduce (il(mh(aﬂy the scope of the De pnim(*nts report.

1 desire to e xpwns o all concerned my appreciation of the efficient and energetic
manner i owhich they have met the many problems and difiiculties of this pcnod..

REPORT BY THE CHIEF OF THE AIR STAFF FGR THE YEAER ENDED 31st MARCH, 1943
The Hon. the Mixisrer or DEFENCR,
T wave the hononr to submit the following report on the Royal New Zealand Air Force for the year
ended S1st Mureh, 1915,
Pers The year has been ehiefly notable for the inerease in the strength of the R.IN.Z.AF.
hich was over 100 per cent. greater than at 31st March, 1942, All commitments have heen met, but
this has resulted in a heavy drain on reserves of applicants,
Awards. The following table details the awards made to New Zealand air personnel {from the
outhreak of war to 31st March, 1943, Comparative figures are also given lor 1941 and 1942 :—

Awards, 31st March, 31st March, 31st March,
1941, 1942, 1943,

Vietoria Cross .. .. .. .. .. 1
Distinguished Service ()r({(' .. .. .. e .. 6 15
Military Cross 1
(‘mhpl( nous Gall .mh\ Medal .. .. .. .. .. 1
Distinguished ¥lying Cross .. . .. .. 62 115 213
Bar to Distinguished Tlying Cross .. .. .. 2 7 20
Distinguished Flying Medal . .. . .. ] 3¢ 8
Bar to Distinguished Flving Medal . .. .. .. .. 1
George Medal .. .. . .. .. 3 3 3
Air Foree Cross . .. .. .. .. 8 19 27
Bar to Air 1‘1»1(<*(r(s~ 1 1
Croix de Guerre .. .. .. .. .. 1 1 1
Air Foree Medal .. .. .. . .. .. 2 4
Order of Lenin . .. .. .. .. .. .. 1
Order of Crown of Y um»sltnm .. .. .. .. .. .. 2
Order of White Eagle of Yugoslavia .. . . .. .. 1

81 188 370

In addition, several honours have been conferred, and many have been mentioned in despatches.
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Casualties.— (1) Overseas : Casualties to New Zealand personnel serving overseas from the outhreak
of war to 31st March, 1913, total 2,001. The following table gives the classifications, with comparative
figures for 1941 and 1942 -

Classificatio 31st March, | Slst March, 31st March, Inerease for
sebon. ‘ 1941. 1942, 1943, Yeur.

‘ | : ]
Killed .. . . . oo 156 | 529 1206 ! 677
Missing, believed killed i 20 | 51 17 124
Missing . N .. | ny | 135 207 (72
Prisoner of war or interned .. .. ho 132 287 155
Missing, helieved prisoner of war : 6 26 20

| |

l ! ] e e | R

; 235 203 2,001 1,148

|

In addition, 66 have been reported seriously injured or ill and remain on the hist at 31st March, 1943
The eomparative total last year was H7T.

() New Zealand : During the year there were thirty-eight fatal flymy cecidents, volving the
loss of 76 Tives.  The following table gives the number of deaths amongst New Zealand air personnel
since the outbreak of war to 3lst March, 1913, Figures for 1941 and 1942 are also shown -

Cottse 3lst Mareh, 3lst Mareh, Alse March, : Increase for
Ause. ; 104, 1042, ‘ 1943, | Year
! |
— _ | e
Flying accidents .. .. .. 50 89 f 165% 76
Other aireraft accidents .. .. .. 2 4 ‘ 4 ..
Motor and other non-flying aceidents . 7 11 j 227 11
Natural causes .. .. .. S b 7 ‘ 21% 14
| 49 0 111 ‘ 212 101
* Includes six missing. T T'wo missing in alpine elimb. T Ineludes two W.AAK, members.

Tredning Organization.—(e) Flying Training : Various alterations have been made to the standard
training svllabus, and although thig alteration has ercated extra demands on instructors, both ground
and flving, all commitments have been met.

Reports from overseas indicate that the standard of training of R.N.Z.AF. personnel is very
satisfactory and compares favourably with that received by pupils from other Dominions.

(h) "Pechnical Training : Owing to the inereased number of aireraft operating and to the formation
of new squadrons over the past year, a rapid increase in the number of technical personnel has heen
NECessary.

A heavy burden has been placed on the technical training schools and stafls, who have carried
out their duties with keenness and enthusiasm.  The result has been that training for the year has
been maintained at o very high standard.

sducational Services—"This branch has continued to provide pre-entry training for aircrew and
radio and other technical personnel, almost all the instruction being given in acrodrome defence
squadrons.  Kotrance examinations for these groups and for corresponding groups in the Air Training
Corps have been conducted regularly.

Correspondence courses for Air Training Corps Cadets unable to join squadrons or units have
been continued.  An important development has been the extension to Alr Foree personnel of the
facilities of the Army Edueation and Welfare BService.  This hranch has now completed arrangements
to use current affairs bulleting, study codrses, and Tibrary facilities as developed ia the Army seheme.
This type of work will be covered on all New Zealand stations, and in addition two education officers
have been posted to island stations for work of a general educational and recreational nature. The
provision of educational facilities for discharged male and female personnel is also receiving attention,

iy Training Corps. -"The Air Training Corps has expanded considerablyv and is now established in
nearly every town in New Zealand.  School units have been formed in most of the principal secondary
schiools.  Cadets are showing great keenness in their work and are reaching o satisfactory standard
ol efficiency in their training.

Monthly drafts are now entering the R.INZ.AT. for airerew and non-flying duties, and the value
of the AULLC. training is being proved by the progress ex-AT.C. Cadets ave making in flying and
technical training.

The training of Cadets is divided 1nto two main sections, (¢) educational training and (h) Service
training.  Satisfactory progress has been made in the organization of classes for both these aspects
of training. Cadet parades are held on two nights a week, one night being devoted to educational
subjects and the second night to drill, physical training, Morse, first aid, aireraft recognition, engines,
theory of flight, armament, and other Service subjects.  These parades are supplemented by oceasional
week-end parades and by visits to Air Norce stations.
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Weowew's Aarilicey Aiv Force. During the year the strength of the W.AAR. was increased,
although yecruiting during the last quarter of 1942 dropped considerably owing to the enforced
registration of women under the National Serviee Regulations and the subsequent drafting of large
ninihers into essential industries.  The vewly-formed W.AA.C. and W.R.N.S. also attracted a great
many woien who would otherwise have voluntecred for service in the W.A A K.

Training courses have been held during the year and have been very suceessful. A small draft
was posted overseas, and reports Indicate that they are carrying out their work and standing up to the
changed conditions very well indeed.

Medieal Brancli. The large expansion in R.NZA . personnel hag involved heavy burdens on the
Medieal Branch, but the general health of aiir nersonnel has heen maintained at, a high standard.

Peided Seyriee. Full dental treatment 1s vendered to all members of the B.N.Z.AK., to full-time
premhers of the A Training Corps, and fo members of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force.  All such
personnel are dentally examined on entry and any necessary treatment carried out promptly so that
all ranks are vendered dentally {it ag soon as possible after entry.  Regular re-examinations and
treatments are also carried out to ensure that this {ibness i maintained.

Overations.  (u) New Zealand @ The past year has seen the formation of many new squadrons in
New Zealand for the defence of the Dominion against invasion and vaiding activities and {or the
protection ol shipping. By carrving out patrols and searches to scaward from the New Zealand coasts,
homber reconnaissance squadrons continue to play an unspectacular but important part in the defence
of the Dominion. These patrols, somewhat dull and tedious and yielding little of the satisfaction
that comes from contact with the enemy, are yet recognized ag essential by the synadron personnel as
valuable training for the more active operations in which they may later he engaged in forward arveas.

(h) Pacific Arca: New Zealand bomber and fighter squadrons have been sent to many parts of
the Pacifie, and to-day New-Zealanders are serving actively in inereasing strength along the South
Pacific Tattle front, the kev to the Dominion’s security.  These New Zealand sguadrons have heen
ced on the important work of patrolling sea routes and providing anti-submarime patrol to vessels
arrtving and departing at the various ports, but during the latter part of the year our airmen have
been engaged in active operations against the Japanese in the Solomons, where their work has met
with most favourable comment from the Allied Commanders in that arca.

Works and Buildings.-—A large programme of work has been carried out during the vear, both
in construction and extension of aerodromes and also in the erection of accommodation and technical
facilities. The maintenance of buildings and aerodromes was taken over from the Public Works
Deportient, many of the personnel formerly employed by that Department being enlisted into the
R.NLAE for this work.  Nos. 1 and 2 Acrodrome Construction Sgnadrons have now returned to New
Zealand after carrying out construction programriues overseas,

Adreraft. and Bgwepient.--(a) Bquipment @ The formation of additional operational uanits, the
mereased number of alreraft in service, and the expansion in personnel strength have necessitated
Targe nereases In all elasses of equipment, both from overseas and local sourvees.

(b} Unit Changes : A numiber of new units have been formed and equipped, and new stores depots
have been established to provide for the inereased quantities of equipment received,

(¢) General Supply Position @ The incorporation of the R.NLZ.AR. within the command of the
Commanding Gtlicer, Sonth Pacific Avea, has vesulted in certain changes in the channel of supply.  In
general, supplies have heen satisfactorily maintained.

() Tuspectorate of Mquipment : During the year an Inspectorate of Kquipment was formed to
further cusure that all equipment 1s maimtained at an efficient standerd and that correet stores
administration procedure is followed.

Aiiptenance. - The formation of new units, combined with the miarked inerease in flylng hours
at hoth tizining and operatioval untts, has greatly inereased the work of the Maintenance Branch,
A centralived maintenanee seheme now covers all units, and new repair depots huve been establishad.
Sl numbers of persoinnel have undergone overseas speatalisg courses, which have proved of inestinble
value i carrying out maintenanee work i this country.  Assistance has also heen given to the United
States Forees by the sverhand of engies in BONUVAAFE vepair depots,

Acroncuatical Produciion—A substantial inerease in local produetion has been effected and has
materidly helped to overcome shortages of certain upare parts for aivfrunes and engines.  During
the year an exteded schetme for the vechbusnation and walvage of repairable equipment has heen put
into operation. 1o s desived to record the co-operation veceived from local manufacturess, which huas
again been of the greatest assistance to the Herviee,

 Nignals. Commuuications : The organization and scope of the R.NZAT. have been expanded
to provide poit-to-point and ground-to-air communieation for operational requirements, hoth in
the Deminton and e forward areas. Wireless communieation with Air Binistry and Air Foree
Headquarievs, Canada, Middle Bast, and India hag been constantly maintained, and a large inerease in
the amenint of traliie on these chavnels has been successfully handled. The control of certain eivil
acradio stations Las been token over by the RINVZAF. and the operating personnel enlisted.

Radio Navigational Alds: Standard beanm approach installations bave hean made ot cortain
strategie ILNLZOAT. acrodromes to assist aireraft in approacling and Luading under adverse weather
conditions.  Radio direetion-finding stations have also heen erected to meet the needs of the large

ncrease in operationa] flying.

Zudio Loeation : An air warning radio location system has heen established.

Meteorological —The Meteorologieal Branch of the RINZA T, is responsible for ail meteorological
requircinents of the three armed Services and of the civil population.  With the exeception of three
radio operators seconded from the Post and Telegraph Department and o few fomale assistants, the
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stafl 1s composed of Serviee personnel. A twenty-four-hourly forecasting service is maintained, which
provides, in addition to Service requirements, most of the forecasting for internal commereial aviation
and trans-occan flying.

Increased overseas comnutments in this field, as well as local extensions, have necessitated a
substantial inerease in staff. Several courses have been conducted to train airmen and W.AAF.
meteorological observers and to prepare them for trade tests. Their progress has heen very satisfuctory.
Whenever possible, W.AAR. observers have been used to replace airmen ohservers.

Band of the RN Z. A ¥ —A heavy programme has been carried out by the Band of the Royal New
Zenland Air Foree during the pertod under review, although, as a result of transfers to airerew, technical
trades, and other Services, the personuvel of the Band has undergone many changes.  Despite these
difficultics, however, a high standard of performance has been maintained.  In addition to its Service
duties, the Band has heen instrumental in raising very large sums for patriotic purposes.

CUonclusion.—-1 desire to thank all members of the Royal New Zealand Air Foree and the civilian
stall for their efforts during the past year. The suceess of our expansion schemes has been largely due
to their enthusiusm and varenitting toil during a period: which has impesed a heavy strain on all,

1 have, &e.,
L. M. Istrr, Ane Viee-Marshal,
Chief of the Air Staff.

REPORT OF THE ACTING CONTROLLER OF CIVIL AVIATION FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31st MARCH, 1943

The Hon. the Minvisrer or Derence.

Duserri the difficulties encountered through the release of equipment and trained personnel to the
fighting Mervices, civil aviation has provided a most valuable method of transporting essential passengers,
mail, and freight hetween the main eentres of the Dominion and also to Australia.

Throughout the United Nations, plans are alveady being developed for post-war aviation, which
abmost certuinly witl play an ever-inereasing part in world transport. Both by reason of its geographieal
position and the advances it has alveady made fo air travel, the Dominion will he considerably affected
by these measures, and muchk importance s therefore atiached to the propowals at present heing
formulated for consideration by Government which are intended fo ensure that the needs of the
Dominion will be adequately provided and saleguarded.

Commercial Atreraft. Services.—Six internal scheduled aireraft services operated throughout the
year, with a total route mileage of 1,318, The following table shews the muin statisties in comparison
with the previous two war years :—

— ‘ 1942-43.

| .
‘ 194142, | 194041,
I
T - o
Pagsongers .. . . | 30,631 | 39,008 37,023
Mail (Ib.) .. . Lo 220,527 165,670 130,806
Freight (1h.) .. 174,757 191,858 i 206,936
Miles flown | 667,953 683,723 | 645,702
| |
| |

International diveraft Seroices.-—The only international serviee operated during the year was the

Auckland-Sydney service by Tasman Bipire Airways, Ltd. Traffic on this serviee is sumimarized in
» ) ) , ! )

the following table, figures for the previous year being shown in parentheses :

Passengers. Mail. Freight,
2,256 (1,959) 101,741 (167,275) 1h. 30,195 (32,230) 1h.

The drop in mail and freight figures 13 due to two main factors:  (¢) the cessation of the Pan-
American Airways Pacific serviee, and (b) the suspension of the Kmpire service from Darwin to Cairo.
Conelusion. T desire to record my appreciation of the excellent work done by members of the
stall’ during the year.
1 have, &c.,
J. M. Buekerinai, Flight Licutenant,
Acting Controller of Civil Aviation.

Approzimate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given; printing (628 copies), £7 10s

By Authority: I, V. Paun, Government Printer, Wellington.—1943
Price 3d.|
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