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Imperial Coal Syndicate, Capleston.- An old mine situated on Coghlan’s leasehold was reopened by
this party in May and the extraction of pillars carried out to the end of the year, The scam operated
was the Reefton No. 4, the coal being of a very soft nature and varying in height from 5 ft. to 15 ft.

Nicholly Mine, Capleston.--This mine is situated on the Capleston side of Williams’ coal lease, and
operations commenced in July in 2 coal-senm which outeropped at the surface, Two main levels were
driven from the outerop o distance of 3 chains, but this. work was abandoned owing to thin coal and
intrusions of stone.  Development to the rise was proceeding at the end of the year. A storage hin with
a eapacity of 30 tons, and o light single wirc-rope aerial system 12 chains in Iength, were installed
at the surface. The coal is of a hard but friable nature with an average thickness of 4 ft.

White Lose Mine, Mcrrijigs—This mine was abandoned and the coal lease surrendered during the year.

Buurer Disrrior,

Mitehells Mine, Charlesion—Opencast operations were. carried out intermittently in the upper 8 ft.
of the conl-seam during the year.

Warne’s Mine, Charleston; Bowater and Bryan’s Mine, Charleston; Powell’'s Mine, Charleston; and
Price’s Freehold, Brighton—These mines did not operate during the year. .

Brighton Cocl-mincs, Ltd., Brighton.—This company ceased to operate and went into liquidation during
the year. A small quantity of coal to mect loeal requirements was produced by the leascholder.

Glencrayg Mine (Forsyth and Baleson), Buller Gorge~—The output was won partly from development
work in the main level and from the extraction of coal near the northern fault.

Coal Creck Mine (MeGuire and Party), Seddonville—During the year the output was secured from
the splitting and “robbing ” of pillars in the old Lawrence secetion of the Mokihinui Mine.

Cardiff Coal Co., Ltd., Mokihinut——The larger portion of the output was won from development work
in the aren to the southrwest of the mine entrance. A small guantity of coal was won from pillar-
extraction along the fault on the northern boundary of the mine.

Hydro  Coal-mincs, Lid., Scddonville.—"The output {rom this mine was won entirely from pillar-
extraction in the lower west seetion and the top section.

Charming Creel-Westport Coal Co., Lid., Ngokawau.—The output for the year was won from pillar-
extraction in No. 1 south scction. and development work in No. 2 south-east section, which is advancing
towards a new arca of proved coal loented to the south of the existing workings. Development of No, 1
seetion was completed in October and two headings were advanced in a northerly direetion in order to
obtain re-entry to the main north heading.  During the year a new ddip drive was commenced for the
purpose of providing an additional access roand to the mine and was driven a distance of 6 chains at a
uniform grade of | in 9. A further 2 chains of driving will conneet with the workings.

Westport-Cascade  Mine, Cascade  Creck~—Production. was  continued  throughout the year in the
following nreas: —

Durkin’s South Scetion: Development work wasg continued and the main upthrow fault located at the
upper end of the scetion.

Moynihan’s Section: Iixtraction of pillars to a point 7 chains from the surface constituted the work
performed in this area.

O’Brien’s Openeast Arvea: Openeast work was carvied out for the greater part of the year on the
line of outerop, 10 chaing in length, in conl 24 £, high.

Westport Coal Co., Ltd., Deaniston Mincse-Ironbridge Mine: This mine is now nearing the end
of its useful fife, tha number of coal-bewers having been reduced to seven pairs, The whole of the
output was won from odlar-extraction.

Coalbrookdale Mine: The output was won from pillar-extraction in the Whareatea and Whareatea
extended  sections, and  pillar-extraction and development work in Iforsyth’s sections, During the year
Caseade scetion was not operated, and in this section, which hiad only a short life, the cndless-rope
haulage system was replaced by a direet haulage system,  The section ig again ready for coal-winning,
and this will be resumed carly in 1943, The proportion of pillar coal to solid {rom development was
approximately 9 to [ Boring was completed in lease No. 1107 and is procecding in the Ironbridge and
Cook’s lease areas.

Westporl Coal Co., Lid., M
pillars in the following areas:—

Old Dip Arvea: Operations consisted of partial pillar-extraction and, where possible, total extraction.
The arvea is divided into small panels to facilitute control of fire or spontancous heating.  The pane's
are cucloged hy lines of conerete stoppings, thereby Torming artificial barrievs,

Mangatini Area: Operations consisted of total pillar-extraction, three pairs of miners being employed
stendily throughout the vear

Mine Creek  Aven: Partinl extraetion ol pillavs, in o conjunction with the working of bottom coal,
provided the output Lrom this area.

Three outhreaks of five ocenrred, two of which were senled by closing the stoppings, and the third,
whiceh ocearred in the Mine Creck nirway, was isolated by sealing off a portion of the main return airway,

Westpoil-Stockton  Coal Co,, Lid., Ngalawan-—During the year operations were confined chiefly to
development in the east MeCabe's Jig area and in the south beyond the south fault in good coal with a
thickness o 10 14 lixeeptionally wet conditions were experienced in both areas.  In the west dip section
extraction has been completed and prepaurations made to eommence a stone drive from the end of the
haulage road to a new seam 140 £t above.  In old No. 2 scetion, adjacent to the loco. road, a fault
was penetrated and two main headings have advaneed 3 ehaing in fairly good coal.  Considerable difficulty
was experienced in dealing with inrnshes of surface water during heavy rains. By widening . the south
branch of the Ngakawan River 15£t, for about G chains, this trouble has been substantially removed.
On 20th December o fire broke out in the cast straight jig arca. It received attention, and the flame
had been extinguished by the end of the vear.

Watsow’s Mine, Koaramea—No coal was produced from this mine during the year. A stone drive
70 ft. in length and north of the old mine has heem completed and renched 5 ft. Gin, thick.

Coinet  Mining  Party, Iwangohuwa—-Operationg were confined to the development of the conl-seam
sitnated on the northern side of IMaxbush Creek.  The main level lins been advanced a total distance of
7 chains from the mine entrance. At this point a fault was struck and development was continued
towards the outerop 24 chaing to the east, The height oft coal averages 9 {t. and, in the vicinity of the
fault, the seam is vertieal.  On account of the extensively-faulted ground, operations in the southern avea
waere gsuspended, hut an attempt to loeate workable eonl will be carried out later,

illerton Mine~"The output was won (rom splitting and “robbing ? of

NungoN Drgrrior,

Puponga Mine, Puponga—The ountput from this mine was won entirely from pillar-extraction in the
horse level and the old dip arcas situated to the north. "The former area was exbausted in October, and
preparations for opening an area of thin coal in the outbye tunnel were proceeding towards the ond
of the year.

Mount Burnetl Mine, Collingwood; North Cape Syndicate’s Mine, Onekalo; and Abbotsford Mine,
Takala~"These mines did not operate during the year.

Owen Cotliery, Owen fiver, Murchison—Development work was completed at this mine in May, and
the output thereafter was won from the extraction of barriers and pillars in No. 3 main dip and the
main level.

O’ Rourke’s Mine, Murahison. --No conl was produced from this mine, and the lease was surrendered.

Sixz-mile Mine, Murchison (J. Gillespie and Party).—Two main levels were driven for a distance of
53 chains in the morthern section, but the coal thinned fo 18in.  Driving was discontinued and pillar-
extraction commenced in October.  On the southern side of the creek the coal-seam was tapped by a drive
1 ehain in lenglh,  Thle drive was destroyed by floods and slips, and the work on this side abandoned.
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