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ANNEXURHK A.
SUMMARY OF REPORTS BY INSPECTORS OF COAL-MINES
NORTIIERN INSPECOTION DISTRICT (R. 11, Sciosy, INSPECIOR 0r COAL-MINGES).

The lollowing is my report on the working of coal-mines in the Northern Inspection District Lor the
year ended 31st Decomber, (942:—

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS OF MACH COLLIERY 1Ok 10k Y AN 1942,
North Auwcllond District.

Kamo Colliery—Slant Heading Seetion, No. 3 Mine: The main drive was not extended during the
year, but development of the eoal arca to the novth-eust wis continued by advaneing the face of the slant
ending 10 chains to a distance of 28 chains from the main dip.  With the exception of about 40 1ft, ot
faulty country, thig extension was in coal which is ol good quality and 8 [t. thick at the [lace, Thie
conneetion of this heading to the main drive early in the year allowed a considerable shortening of
Laulage wnd the release of two winehes for other work.

Panel development to vight and lelt of the main slant headings las been continued, no lurge laults
being met with,  Ventilation has been maintained by the creetion ol conerete stoppings between intake
and return as the mam slant beading proeceds,

No. 2 West Leading Seetion: A sub lease has been arranged with British Standard Portland Cement,
Ltd., and development hendings have been driven some eight chaing over their boundary in o south-west
direction in good quality conl 7 (t. to 120t thick. —The headings are now mnenring the Railwuny Reserve,
and application has been made Lo drive two headings aceross it Lo work the area to the west of the
railwiy,  The coal is dipping slightly towards the west, amd several small intrusions have heen met with
in workings Lo the north-west of hese aeadings,

No. 4+ Mine: Work las been confined o cutting up into pillrs o amall aren of conl under residential
property adjacent Lo 1all and Meldrum Streots and also the aren ahandoned jn May by the Whangarei
tollieries, this aren being wueh faulted and the coul pately.  Good-quality coal amounting to 13,520 tons
was won from this mine seetion during the year.

Waro Colliery—The main leading is standing ot a digtance of 57 chains from the mine entrance,
the cover at this point being 475 £, lere o ST upthrow fault was erossed and the seam followed tor
9 ehmins, The coald is 4 Tt 3in, ihick at the face and dipping at 1 in 4.

o the cast of the main drive the senm vises sharply and is el interrupted by rolls and small
Faults.  Within 5 e¢hains to 6 chaing it thins in this direction to 3 't 6 in, or less.

Nos. 1 and 2 slope dips, to the west of the main drive, both had inrushes of water from fissures
in the limestone raof al about 8 ehaing aud G ehaing yespectively from the main drive. No. 3 slope dip
has also struck Taulty ground at about 5 ehaing, but with, so Tar, no oxtra water. The seam on
this side of the main dvive is 5t thick.

The strip ol workable coal being Tollowed i the mine is therefore little more than 12 chains wide,
and thin, and there seenis no prospeet of ceonomic development either west or east of the main drive.

The country is heavily walered aud punping and power costs are considerable. A large turbine
pump installed in December of thig vear has not proved successlul, and hag had to be combined with
another pump in order to handle the “inflow o the surlace in one stage.  This pump is operated twenty
hours daily.

Owing to the long strip of coal heing worked, hanlnge s slow aund  expensive, while ventilation
difficultios due to the low seam and long airways are incrensed by high humidity, had roof, and the
{aet that fully one-third of the wir inflow short-civenits through fissares in the lomestone cover belore
reaching the workings.

Orr and Party (Tauranga Blocek)—This purty were working pillars lelt by the Northern Co. in the
upper seawm,  All available conl was extracted by the end of Mareh and the mine abundoned.

Rualangata Colliery (Whangarei Collieries, Ltd.) —Villu-extraction to the east of the main drive was
completed early in May. As development to the west was 1ot possible owing to the thin scam and
faulty conditions, the mine was senied and abandoned ag from 15th May.

Wharcora Collicry (Pollock and  Parly).—The small area of coal developed by this party was
worked out and the mine was ahandoned as from 13th April.

Avoca Opencast Coal-mine (8. G, Foot).-Work ceased at this wmine in January, the owner liaving
joined the military forces.

Ketenikaw Mine (Pollock and Party)—Three men are employed reopening old workings  of the
original Whangarei Conl-mining Co. ad Three-mile Bush, Kamo. An aceess road has been formed, and
portion of the old workings dowatered and ventilated.  The seam is 4 £t thick and of fair quality.

Kirvipaka Fircelay-mine (N gungur Fireclay and Coal Co., Lid.).—FKarty in the year operations werce
resumed  at this mine, which hiad previously been worked intermittently as o quarrvy. A seam of good
firecluy 10 Tt thick is now mined owing to the inercase in thickness of the overburden, and good results
Luve heen obtained,  Towr men arve employed, and the produet is shipped to Auekland.

Waikalo District.

Rotoware Collicries (Taupiri Coal-mines, Ltd.).—No. 1 Mine: Pillar-extraction hag continued throughout
the year in the New Haulage No. 4 main rope section (top seam).

In Callaghan’s Dip scction (hottom seam) the main headings have been advanced some 12 chains in o
southerly direction. A vising grade, in this direction, of 1 in [2 greatly usssts the endless-rope haulage,
which throughout the yenr has heen kept up to the main heading lace.

Owing to shortnge of miners, No. 2 panel cast was temporarily sealed in October, while development
of No. 3 panel has continued throughout the year, and development, of No, 4 panel is well forward,  Late
in the year two panel headings were started to the west. i ‘ .

Conl-cutting machines were reintroduced into the section in August. As this is a gassy section,
special conditions as regards tlvm periodie examination by means ol a CII, detector of the places to be
cut were imposed by the Mines Department. )

Provision for Future pumping from this seetion lias heen made by the construction ol a large sump.
A turbine pump has been ordered for this task, and two bores have been completed o carry clectrie
sables and pump column from the surlace. } ' .

No. 3 Mine (Bottom Seant): Pillar-extraction has continued throughout the yeuar in Br()\\'h’s section,
Greews Jig, and Wilkie’s Dip, while in B scetion pillar-extraction was commenced early in the year.

No. 4 Mine: Only a few pillars remain in this mine on either side of the dip. At the end of the
vear ouly two pairs of miners were working. o )
i Alison No. 1 Mine:  Pillar-extraction has continued throughout™ the year in No. I panel and in
Nos. 1 and 2 dips.  In No. 2 dip a large quantity of coul is being won from the top scam by regrading
the rouds over the fallen stone bund hotween the seams alter extraction of the hottom seam. The top
seam varies between 12 0t and 15 1. thick, and a good percentago is being obtuined.

Development of LA panel has contimued stendily and algo of an urea to the north-east of Ta.

The aren to the west of Noo 2 panel, which was commenced early in the year, is being developed on
the rise side of fault met with in No. 2 panel. : :

Alison No. 2 Mine: The stone drive commenced in Fehruary reached  the conlseam in May, and
development wis commeneed.  Two beadings h:wc.l)uon ;!(]\‘:lh(‘(‘![ 7 e¢hains to H_Jc, nm-jl_n-wust towards the
Alison No. 1 Mine and are stopped, leaving S.ehinin harvier against the No. 1 dip workings. )

Two more headings have becn started ou w dip grade of 1 in 5 to the north-cast under Rotowaro
Pownship to open up the muin coul ared.
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