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The amount of money collected by Probation Officers as costs of prosecution and by way of
restitution during the financial year ended 31st March, 1941, was £6,203, which is £1,217 higher than
the previous record year. Although the collection of this large sum is partly due to consistent pressure
by Probation Officers, the fact that remunerative employment was available for all who were fit and
willing to undertake manual labour has been a contributing factor. The total amount collected since
the inception of the scheme is now over £87,000.

Present conditions have facilitated the ready absorption of probationers into employment, but
where it has been necessary to find employment for a probationer, or in his interests to change his
environment, the State Placement Service has been most helpful. My officers, without exception,
pay tribute to the willing co-operation of the Placement Officers.

It is pleasing to note that a number of probationers have joined up with the armed Forces.
Approximately 190 proceeded overseas on active service during the year, and at 31st December many
more were undergoing training. Many who have satisfactorily completed their periods of probation
are also known to be serving in the Forces, and Probation Officers have been heartened by the number
of their former wards who have called upon them in service uniforms. On the other hand, a few
probationers have evidently thought that their enlistment cancelled their obligation under probation,
and they have failed to report or to make reparation payments. To meet such cases an arrangement
has been made whereby probationers who fail to make a-voluntary effort may be compelled to allot
a small portion of their military pay to meet Court, orders. Several Service officers are co-operating
with Probation Officers to see that probationers honour their obligations.

A review of the statistics shows that during the year 1,070 distinct persons were admitted to
probation or had their sentence deferred, thereby coming under the control of Probation Officers.
This is approximately 50 less than the previous record year. The majority of those dealt with were
in the post-adolescent group, 531 of the 902 admitted to probation being under twenty-five years of
age, and 32 per cent, of the total number dealt with being under twenty years old. This serious
aspect of our criminal statistics has been the subject of comment by Judges of the Supreme Court and
Stipendiary Magistrates on several occasions during the year. It suggests a defect in parental
control and a want of early training in social obligations.

It will be noticed that over 58 per cent, of those placed under supervision were convicted of theft,
and that despite repeated warnings from the Bench that more stringent penalties would have to be
imposed if unlawful conversion of vehicles did not cease, this class of offence still accounts for a
relatively high proportion of convictions. Happily the number dealt with for sexual offences shows
a 13-per-cent. decrease on the previous year, but the figure is still high and constitutes a serious blot
on the morals of our younger generation.

Two classes of offence which have almost disappeared from our statistics this year are ship-desertion
and stowing away. Closer vigilance in respect of shipping has made these offences difficult of operation,
and the reduction under these headings almost entirely accounts for the lesser number dealt with under
probation for the year.

The arrangement made with the Mental Hospitals Department several years ago whereby the
services of that Department's specialists were made available to the Courts to examine and report
upon the mental state of an offender before sentence continues to be used where necessary. The number
of cases so dealt with is not large, as it is mainly where the preliminary inquiries indicate a degree of
subnormality that the services of a psychiatrist are helpful in deciding the best method of dealing
with the offender.

Parole.—The figures under this heading deal with persons released on license from a prison,
reformatory, or Borstal institution, as distinct from those admitted to probation in the first instance
by the Courts. The statistics show that during the year 1940, 363 persons were released from
institutions on probationary license on the recommendation of the Prisons Board. Of these, only
2 were recommitted to prison for breaches of the conditions of their licenses, while 20, including 8
habitual criminals, had their licenses cancelled for further offences. Considering the difficulties with
which these parolees are generally faced in endeavouring to re-establish themselves in the community,
the small percentage of failures must be regarded as distinctly encouraging. The effectiveness of this
method of parole may be gauged from the fact that during the past five years, 1,633 persons, excluding
habitual criminals, were released from institutions on license, and during that period only 8 per cent,
were returned to institutions for breaches of the conditions of their license, and only 25-16 per cent,
have again been convicted subsequent to completion of the probationary period.

General.—During the year Miss Merrin, who was previously assistant in the Christchurch office,
took up the position of Women's Probation Officer in Wellington, which was rendered vacant by
Miss A. J. Simpson's retirement on superannuation.

Magistrates continue to use the services of Probation Offices as conciliators under the Domestic
Proceedings Act, 1939 ; and further duties given to our officers include supervision of persons granted
time in which to pay fines as provided for in the Summary Penalties Act, 1939. These services have
been undertaken willingly, and serve to illustrate the happy relations which exist amongst all officers
engaged in the administration of justice.

Conclusion.—In conclusion, I desire to place on record my gratitude to the Women's Borstal
Association, Voluntary Probation Committees, Prisoners' Aid Societies, Honorary Justices' Associations,
Y.W.C.A., Y.M.C.A., Salvation Army, and other religious bodies, and many public-spirited persons
for helpful co-operation in this important work. I also desire to express my indebtedness to my own
staff for their loyal assistance.

B. L. Dallabd,
Chief Probation Officer.

2


	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables

