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REPORT OF THE PRISONS BOARD.
For it Year unoed 3lyr DeceyBrk, 1940,
Tuw Board has to report that during the year it visited cach of the prisons, ])JIM)H camps, and Borstal
institutions in the Dominion. W dealt with a total of 1 ;020 cases at fifteen meetings held in Wellington

and at the various institutions.
The following summary gives detatls of the cases cousidered and the decisions arrived af —

Cases deall with. | Board’s Decisions.
Persons undergoing Borstal detention L. 308 1 Recommended for release on probation . . 464
Persons sentenced to reformative detention 336 1 Deferred for tater consideration .. 196
Persons sentenced to hard labour .. 277 1 Petitions declined . .. .. 21
Mabitual eriminals .. .. . HT | Recommended for discharge .. .. 2
Habitual offenders . . . - Discharged from probation .. 33
Habitual criminals {for remission ol head f Rec ommen(lul remission of head \cntmu ¢ ;:
sentenee .. .. . . b | Modification of terns of probation . 1
Probationers under Crimes Amendment Act 15
Probationers under Offenders Probation Act 27
1,025 | 1,025

In view of the continued shortage of paper and the need for allround ceonommy only a brief
review ol the Board’s operations during the past year s intended.

During the year under review the Board considered 1,020 cases, or 4 less than the prev um\ year
and it l(‘,(,()]lllll(ll(l(‘(l a remission of senfence in DA cases, as compared with 468 in 193

Comparison of the statistics with those of former reports show that the operations of I,hu Boad
for 1910 have been attended with satisfactory results. The percentage of successes-—i.e., the offenders
who “make good "—is well maintained. O the total number released after undergoing sentences
of Borstal detention and reformative detention or imprisonment: with hard labour, 22 per cent. only
have been reconvicted or failed to comply with the conditions of theiv release, while of the habitual
criminals released on parole since the Board commenced to function in 1911, 56 per cent. have heen
returned to prison for non-complinnce with the conditions of release or Tor further offences. 1t iy
pleasing to report, however, that during the past year the Board was able to recommend the complete
discharge from probation of a further UL habitual cximinals who have made good.  In other words,
the stigma of hubitual criminal was removed from these pevsons. L1t 18 only where the individual,
after o number of years on probation from prison, has satisfied the wuthorities by continuouns good
conduct and industry that he has vebabilitated himself that the Board does make such o recommendation.
The foregoing percentage results are identical with those obtaining in the preceding yeur.
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