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LeNaTa oF SENTENCES.

The following table shows particulars of the sentences imposed by the Courts during the past
three years and the proportion of each group to the total number of persons received :

Porcentage to Total Number
Number of Prisoners. 2 )

sentenced,

Term of Sentence. - : ;
i 1938. 1939, 1940, 1938. “ 1939. 1 1940,

I ] | ‘ |

. S o o — .
Under one month , losm3 | eet | T4 | 39-3 | | 85-2
One month and under three months .. 514 642 h27 231 “ 23-9
Three months and under six months .. 291 286 260 131 -3 {r-9
Six months and under twelve months .. 161 194 210 7-3 ‘ T 96
One year and under three years ..~ .. 287 320 362 12-9 2.7 ¢+ 154
Three years and under five years .. .. 79 CT6 n7 3D ‘ 301 25
Five years and over .. .. .. 19 2 t1 009 05
. o N L .

Totals . .. .o12,224 1 2,005 | 2,201 100-0 J 100-0 t 100-0

[t will be observed from the above figures that proportionately there has been a steady dimmution
during the past three years in sentences under one month, while terms of one year and up to three
years have increased. In spite of this, however, sentences under three months represented over
DY per cent. of the total number imposed during 1940.

NAtUurRE oF OFFENCES.

The following comparative table covering the past six years shows the number of offences
classificd under three nain headings —offences against the person, offences agast property, and
miscellancous offences, 1t will be observed that although there hax been a decrease of 300 in the
number of offences dealt with in 1940 m comparison with 1939, there has been little variation in the
number of offences against the person or in offences ag(nnst pmpvmy
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SNCCKS TOINE TC 4} BALIE see. Hl bl m
| Ofes ot | O sl Misclloneon \J
L e N b
1940 | 933 789 1,174 2.201
1939 . o 238 777 1,490 92500
1938 y o t97 740 1,987 AT
1937 191 675 1125 1,991
1936 189 599 [o02 L1790
1930 175 KRT7 b, 096 9,168

NATIONALITY 0% ORIENDERS.
The following table covering receptions during the past five years, classified on a nationality hasis,
shows that the number of Now Zealand-born oﬂendvrns (exclusive of Maoris) decreased from 1,427 in
1939 Lo 1,207 in 1910, while the number of Maoris received increased from 310 to 330, 1t 18 regrettable
that the number of Maori offenders continue to merease from year to year at a rate which is guite out:
of proportion Lo the merease in the general popalation. The large majority of the Maori offenders were
under thirty years of age, their offences heing mainly theft, assault, and crime of a sexual nature,

low. Yo _i ‘
New-Zealand- | British and |

Year, ibotn (¢ x('lu(lm“’ Maoris. iForcion i Potal.

‘ Manuq) ! G ‘
1940 .. . J 1,207 , 330 6141 ’ 2,201
1939 . . 1,427 310 TN | 2,500
1938 l l.”lh | 252 724 J 2,921
1937 | I, 207 3hl 1,991
1936 [ 1 ,()22 199 H6tY 1,790

Acr or OFPFENDERSN.

A further increase in the number of offenders under the age of twenty years is revealed by the
statisties.  During the past five years there has been a steady inerease in the number of youthful
offenders committed to prison instibutions, while crime among persons over the age of thirty years shows
a tendency to decrease. It will be observed from the table hereunder that offenders under the age of
twenty numbered 203 in 1940, as against 96 in 1936, an increase of 111 per cent. This unsatisfactory
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