5) H.—22.

Sections B4 and 05 relate to town-planning.

Under seetion 54 a Toeal anthonty is authorized to withdraw or modify any ol the provisions of
a town-plnning &(h(m' alter an awaed of compeasation has been made. The idea s to give the
local anthorities power to reconsider the provisions of a seheme m the light of the compensation awards,
and thus abandon any of the velative provisions il a local anthority feels that it is unable to lace the
compensation involved or that it would he inexpedient to do so.

Mection 5H authorizes any local authority to raise a loan without a poll for the purpose of meeting
any elaim for compensation for which the loeal antherity is Bable under any ot the provisions of the
Town-planning Aet

Section 44 is intended {u (-wm];h\to the seheme of fire control visualized by the Municipal
Corporations Amendment Acl, 1938,

Seciion 4t enablesn Hurw ugh Council to appoint an Inspector of Buildings for fire-control purposes,
whether or nof the horewgli isowithin a fire district, and gives sueh Inspector .L(l(‘([lull(‘ powers of entry
into buildines to see whcther sudlicient five |"utu< ive in ditbies are provided 1n such o building.

Section 45 s intended Lo assist Borough Counells in having dangerous and deserted blul(lings
demolished.

Hection 40 provides Lhat i those cases where the Borough Council itsell takes action to demolish
soch o building, the moneys expended by it are to be a first charge on the land concerned.

(2) Finance det (Noo ) 1940,
Section 17 autherizes and validates expenditure by local authorities in conueetion with visits by
warships to New Zealand ports.

(3) Local Legisletion Act, 1940.
Sixty-two applications were considered, and of these thirty-nine were included in the Bill as
fnadly pussed. A usual, the Aet dealt with a wide range of local-government matters.

1y Local dets.

Rix loeal Bills were submitted to the Departivent by the Loeal Bills Committee for examination
and report. Represendatives ol the Deparbinent :1;J|)o;n'wi hefore the Committee and gave evidence
on these Billse  All six Bills were, affer amendiment, passed mto law.

¢ Mararaca Covnry

The terny of office of the Matakaoa Connty Connnissioner (Mr. (1 HL Bull) was again extended, for
a period of three years autib May, 1944,

The Department maintained the usuat cloze contact with the Commissioner in the administration
of this county.  Periodical reports were veceived from bim, and these reports revealed in interesting
forin the progress of the county towards ve-establishiment. The comparatively high percentage of
rate collections was continued, particnlacly 1o vegard to Tands held by Buropeans, 1t is also pleasing
to he able to record the fuct thal Nakive rate ¢ ollect tiois were oainfained at a satisfoctory level. Thanlks
are due to the Native Departient for its assistance in bringing abount this vesult.

The overdraft borrowing limits for the county were fixed by the Minister of Internal Affairs in
accordance with section 10 of the Local Legislation Act, 1932-33.

Mro Ao G Harper again made atour of mspection ol the county i company with the County
Conmnssioner. Meetings were then held with the Matakaos County Council and with a number of the
settlers, and aclose inspeotion made of the roads and otiwr county facilities. This revealed the fact
that aduinistration s ab o high standard. With the assistance given by the Main Highways Board,
Pubiic Works Departient, and Employment Division, together with other concessions granted the
cotnty. a sound policy of maintenance has been pursued, and every effort is being made to prevent
the roads and other facilities from deteriorating.

D. Tuasus Borouau,

Matters relating to the Borough of Thames were again prominent, and perhaps the year was one
of the most important, in Iw llmmy of Thames.

The ;mn(lpﬂ result of the year’s aclivities in that connection was the passing of the Thames
Borongh Commissioner Amendment Aet, 1940, At the heginning of the vear the debt of Thames in
round figures was £2314,000 tor the horoueh loans, and £60,000 for the harbour Joans, which were also
a liability of the borough,  'the nornal pate of iterest on the horough debt averaged 48 per cent.,
and on the harhour debt 41 per cent. These rates of interest had for a number of years been reduced
hy 14'|]|]>UMIV legislation, in the case of the borough loans to an average rate of 3!, per cent., and in
the case of the harbour founs 1o 42 per cent. The passing of temporary legislafion granting these con-
cessions, whilst serving o most uselul purpose i lessening the immediate lmrd« 'n of rates on the people
of Thames, was nevertheless mmnhtl(hny from the ‘m'rl(‘ of the ultimate vehabilitation of Thames.
There was a general feeling fiat in the interests both of the horough Jtsoll and of the debenture-holders
some permanent stahility should be brought about.  With this ahject in view, discussions were held
with a large number of the debenture-holders, and they were ail subse quontly communieated with and
a proposition putoup to them that they should agree to a perinanent conversion of the whole ol the
debt of Thames at o rate of interest of 3 per cent. vepayable over a maximum period of forty yours.
This proposition veceived very substantial support from the debenture-holders.  In the case of the
horough foans, 827 per cent. of the debenture-holders accepted the proposals without reserve, 2-1 per
cent. withhicld their acceptance hut offered no objection, and 1-9 per cent. failed to make any reply
whatever,  Negotiations were not completed in regard to 116 per cent. of them, these particular ones
being resident outside the Donvnion, Actual objection to the proposed conversion scheme was made
by only 147 per cent. ol the debenture-holders.



	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables

