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BENEFITS.
UNIVIRSAL SUPHRANNUATION.

Superannuation benefits came into operation for the first time in New Zealand on the fst April,
1940, This benefit s now puid to all eitizens of the Dominion with the necessary residential qualifications
who are sixty-five years of age and over, trrespective of their financial position. For the financial year
ended 31st March, 1941, the rate of benelit was £10 per annun, and this rate will be mereased by
£2 105, cach year until 1965, when Ure full seperannuation benefit of £78 peramum will be in operation.
The rate for the year ('(mnnmlvin;{ Pt Apeil, 1941, will therefore he £12 105, per annum. From Ist April,
1940, to 31st March, 1941, a total of 10,724 ¢laims was received.  Of these, 353,938 were granted benefits,
\\'hl](‘ 1,316 d]b[)ll((l‘l()ll\ were rejected. The number in foree as at 31st Mareh, 1941, was 36.602, with
an annual value of £366.020. The expenditure for the year amounted to £210.336.

AGE-BENKFITS.

At the end of the first year’s operations of the Social ‘s‘w'uri(‘y Act-—i.e., 31st March, 1910--the
number of age-benefits in foree was 93,262, with an anneal value of £6,859,120. By the 31st March,
1941, the number of benelits - foree had inereased by 4,344 to 97,606, with an annual value of
£7,127821. The total payments made for the finaveial year 1990-11 were £7.101,846, as againgt
£6,517,899 for the previous year, an mercase of £083.447.

WIDOWS BENEFI'TS.

At 31st March, 1910, there were 10,174 widows™ benefits in force with an annual value of £830,623
During the year the number of henefits increased by 395 to 10,669, with an annual value of £843,516.
The total payments made for the finaneinl year 180-41 were £836,368, as against £735,952 for the
preceding year, un inerease of £50,416

ORPHANS BENEFRITS.

At 3hst Marel, 1940, the number of orphans’ henefits in foree was 330, with an annual value of
£16,715. At the end of the present financial year the nmber had inere .L\(‘d l:v 20 to 350, with an annual
vilue of £17882, The total payments made for the financial year 1940 41 were £17.713, as against
£14.8%0 for the preceding year, an increase of £2,833

FAMILY BENEFITS.

During the year the Social Security Act, 1938, was widened in its scope by extending family
benefits to cover cach child alter the first child of a family, and this wider coverage has wsultwl n i
considerable inerease in the number of benefits in force.

Asat 31st March, 19100 there were THODS faniily benefits in foree, with an annual value of £314,458.
During the year an merease of H.AH73 Lenefits occureed, and the ‘1;_{[]1(‘.\ at the Stst March, 1911, were
16,626 benefits in force, with an annual valne of €485.337. The total payments inade during the year
awounted to £411.81 I, as agaiont £262.062 for the preceding year, an increase of £1H9,244.

INVALIDNY BENEFITS

At the end of Mareh, 1940, there were 1181 mvalids” benefits in foree, with an annual value of
LLOOD L6, This number had imeresed asoat Stst Marveh, 1918, by 125 to a total of 11936, with an
annual value of L9938 793,

The total payments made duving the year amonnted to £999,648, as against L2196 for the
preceding year, an inerease of £0H7.4H2.

Where any application for henetit or renewal of benefit is rejected on medieal grounds there is a
right of appeal against the decision ol the Social Security Commission to an \p]nnLl Joard of three
medical practitioners,

There were 31 appeals ontstanding at the end of March, 1940, and during the past year a {urther
206 appeals were received.  Of these, 285 cases were dealt with, of which 118, or 41 per cent., were
upheld, a further 162 cases woere dismissed, and 1D were cither withdrawn or struck out. The appeals
outstanding as at 3lst March, 1941, numbered 42,

MINIERS BENERFITS.

This elass of henefit has shown a decrcase of BT during the year. At the end of March, 1940, there
were 983 benefits in foree, with an annoal value of £90,174%9,  As at 3lst March, 1941, there were 931
current, benefits, with an annual vadue of £85,394.

The total payments made during the year amounted to £88,656, as against £92,603 for the preceding
year, a decrease ol £3,997.

MAORI WAR BENEFITS.

Maori War benefits are steadily decreasing as death removes one by one these veterans of the
Maori Wars. The number in force at 31st Mareh, 1910, has decrcased during the year from 12 to 7,
{ive deaths being recorded.

The ‘Lnnua,l value as ab 3lst March, 1941, was £046, as againgt £936 at the end of March, 1940.
The total payments during the year amonnted to £744, as against £1,103 for the preceding year, o
decrease of £3H9.
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