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education lor their ehildeen s Tor the remainder education has ceased al the primary stage.  The
two districts most i need are therefore North Auckland and the Kast Coust, '

The next question to he consilered s the type ol education that will he of nost value to the
children in these districts. To o considerable extent this should depend on what avenues of employment
ave open to the Maori. At present the minber who make good in the professions is not lurge, though
a Tew Maori men and women have faken up teaching or nwsing and some have entered the Public
Service.  The Maori is not sulliciently fae removed from his past to be well adapted for commerce,
with its demand for strongly tndividoalistic traits, which are in siach strong contiast to his ancient
mode of hiving, Many will, of course, {ind their salvation on the Jand, but there s an increasing
namber, landless yet living in a rural setting, who seen destined o make a precarious living as
vhourers on farms or public works, or in sueh seasonal oceapations as shearing.  Although the Maori
as manual =kill of o high order it s very dillicalt for him, owing to the distance of his home from
the town, to become a teained tradesman.  Beeause the denominational post-primary schools for

Maoris provide only academic and agricultural courses and it is most diflicult for the Maori to obtain!

!

an education of w technical naturee, the Hon, the Minster in 1940 approved of two major extensions:

ol post-primary facilities for the Maori, one in Katkohe, North Auckland, and one on the Hast Coast.
Joth of these ventures are experimental in nabure and perhaps unique in educational endeavour.
They have exeited the interest and co-operation of the Maort people and of the feachers and all
concerned in their suceessiul developmient. The objectives lve been defined clearly, hut only very
weneral lines of procedure have heen Laid down, we it 1s readized that roonm mast be Teft for improvisation
and that practice and expericnee will he the best gudes. The st Coast scheme will begin carly
in 1941, and it ix hoped that the Kaikohe venture will be luanched hefore the end of that year.  The
core of both =chemes is home-making, home-making in the widest sense, including building construction
and all fis features, furniture-making, metal-work, and honme wardening for the boys, and home-
meigement, including cookery, home decorating, and infant welfare for the girls. The ann is to
teach the skills and to develop the fastes that make the house not merely a place of habitation,
bhut a home in the best sense of the word.

The Fast Coast i a long narrow strip of ferile land from ten to twenty-five miles wide, stretehing
from Iicks Bay southwards to Gishorne. The part sost closely populated i from Hicks Bay to
Fokomaru Bay, including Tikitiki. Te Araroa, Ruatorie, and Waipivo Bay.  Owing to the configuration
ol this aven the proposal to establish one contral post primary teehnical sehool ot Tikitiki was
refuctantly abandoned. The sehool would have been too distant from the majority of the hones,
conveyance would have heen expensive, even if possibie, and the influence of the school in advancing
adidt education would bave been very limited.  There aree theee natuenl sub-centres Te Araroa,
Tikitiki, aind Runtore i each of which iy established o large Native school. 1t was decided,
therefore, to open a post-primary departinent in cach of these sehools (af e Araron w Standard V11
class has been in operation for two years). The qualifications required of the teachers for these
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secondury  departments will be an appreciation of modern frends in education, ability m some
practical skill sueh as carpentry or home-management, snd fatth i the inherent vivtues of the scheme,

[ addition to the usual stadling of these departinents o man trained i building construction and
A woman expert in home-management and its related arts will be appomted, and theiv activities will be
shared among the three Bast Coast schools.  These two specialists will be provided with a covered
vin fitted with the inore oxpensive tools, and it is around their work that the corriculum of the schools
will he planned. Woodwork and cookery rooms will be provided at each coentre. Tt s proposed that
at each sehool o fullseale building project will be put into immedinte operation, and the first task is
likely to he the ereetion of aomodel cottage. The enthusiustic co-operation of all the parents, hoth
Maori and European, has heen freely offered, and it is well understood that education of a practical
nature only will be provided. Ay soon as the scheme s well under way it s possible that adualts will
also be able to take advantage ol the equipment and special facthtios. 16 18 hoped that as the boys
inerease o skill and knowledge they will be found apprenticestips in the trades that appeal to them,
and thue they will not only have a suflicient means of livelihood Liut also will be active tnsteunments
in the provision of better housing for their people. by addition to the practical work, cultural
activitios - veading, singing, act, drama, physical eduention, and healthe will be stressed.

At Kaikohe an even more interesting schenie is being prepared. The scecondary department,
attached to the Kaikohe PPublic School 15 to be closed and o separate mstitution established.  This
will make provision for the posteprimary cducaiion of the children of both races and will be known
as the Ratkohe Combined Technical Behool.  Bpecial stalling will be necessary, and the practical
programme planned for the Bast Goust schools will be put inlo operation. 1o addition to the post-
primary departiment, this school will have an intermediate department also catering for hoth races.
An excellent site has already been acquired.

The programme ondlined above will undoubtedly be of great assistance fo the Maori, but, as in all
social endeavours, much more remains to be done. Vocational Oflicers, hacked by strong committees
of prominent men of hoth races, will he required to place the young Maori in work and to assist und
encourize Wi to make a suecess of whatever he uadertakes. In the Bay of Plenty and Waikato arcas
Facilities o addition to those now avariable musi he planned. The sotution in these districts may be
through co-operation with the technical and secondary schools already established and may mean
the provision of hostels. With regard to agricaltural edueation there s ope in the present re-ovganization
of the courses now available i the denominationad post-prinary sitiools. A el closer velationship

between Chese sehools and the Maord Tand-development schientes is desicable. 1t may be found that
these three schools  Te Sutel St Htephen s and Paerato e foo B away from the centres of Maord
population to be able to vender maximuin assistance. These wnd many other problems sl await
solution, but the progress made fn 1940 will remain outstanding in the history of Maori edueation,
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