Seerton XEVe ~Visiees rrom Forrian Warsnies,

60, One toreign warship visited New Zealand, in March, 1940

Seerion XY, Orarr War Acrmiviries,
FEarwmination and Naval Control Service.

Hl. As soon as war seemed to be imminent, and actually before the outbreak of hostilities, the Naval
Board established port-war signal stations, an examination servise, and a naval control serviee af the
three defended ports, which are Wellington. Auckland. and Lyttelton.

62. The signal stations are manned by men of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. o some cases
the men were accommodated at lirst in tents 5 now, however, huildings have been erected in which they
can live in comfortable conditions.

63. 1t 1s the duty of the examination service, in co-operation with the military defences, to ensure
that no enemy vessel can enter harhour umh!tw'tre(l, This service, which continues day and night, i
maintained |MIH\ by nien of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve and partly by Hacbour RBoard pilots,
and the ships engaged in the work wre nanned by the mercantile marine. At Aunekland the serviee is
augmented by naval patrol faunchoes.

64. The principal functions of the naval control service are to ensure that mierchant ships shall,
so far as possible, proceed upon their Tawful oceasions in safety, for which purpose they are specially
routed ; and to deal, generally, with all matters affecting merchant slnppun_” including the organization
of convoy.  Most of this work is being performed by personnel of the New Zealand Naval Reserves.

66, Although not & naval service, il is not inappropriate here to mention the coast watching
stations, over sixty (now reduced to under forty) of which were established at the heginning of the war
around the coasts.  They are manned by returned soldicrs, men of the hghthouse service, (md Harbour
Board cmployces.

66. Mention should be made of the vital part which wireless and other communications play
in naval defence. In this conneetion the Post and Felegraph Department has co-cperated  mos
suceessfutly with the naval authorities,

Defensive Bquignment of Merchant Ships.

67. Another very important item in - the naval defence of the Hmpire and the protection of
merchant shipping ix the arming of merchant ships so that they can act W their own defence when
attacked by the enemy on the high seas. The naval dockyuard at Auckland has, up to date, equipped
twenty-two ships with guns of 4 in. or ngher calibre, and each of those ships has satled from Auckland
with a gun’s crew the nueleus ui which is formed by three seamen of the New Zealand Royal Naval
Volunteer Reserve.  [n addition. seven overseas merchant ships have been equipped with depth
charges. This work of wrming merchant =hips and manning their guns s continuing steadily.

Merchant Navy Defence Courses wnd Instruction of Persownel of the Mercantide Marine.

68. Prior to the war it was approved in principle to institute Merchant Navy Defence Courses
in New Zealand, but for various reasons it was not ]n'zu'ii(':xMc to provide the additional staff required.

69. Shortly before the outhreak of war the naval stafl at Wellington was increased and arrange-
ments were made, in conjunction with the shipping companies operating in New Zealand, to start a
course a8 soon as practicable.

70. The object of the course s to inform officers of the merchant navy of, and to instruct them in,
the measures employed to protect British and Allied merchant ships from enemy action in time of
war.  The course embraces lectures on the general principles of trade protection, defence against
eneny submarines and raiders, and convoy organization, and includes practical instruction in gunnery,
depth charges, and signalling.

71. The course m New Zealand is primarily intended for officers of the mercantile marine who
are actively employed in the New Zealand coastal and inter-colonial trades.  'The attendances to date
ielude approximately one hundred and {ifty of these officers and, in addition, o number ol master
mariners who have retired from the sea but are veady to resume their profession if required. Oflicers
of overseas ships visiting Wellington are also invited to attend.

72. At Auckland. Wellington, Lyttelton, and Dunedin facilities exist for the practical instruction
of officers and men of defensively (qmp]w(l merchant hlps in gunnery, depth charges, and signalling.
The respouse has been excellent and s much appreciated by the masters of overseas ships visiting
New Zealand. At Auckland, in addition, special imstruction in W/T matters is given to deck officers
and radio operators.  This work is earried out by the naval control service staffs.

Seerion XVIE--Traivine Poriey.

73. A contract has been let {or three small tmining—wss\",]s somewhat similar to trawlers.  These
vessels are being built at Leith in Scotland, and will be armed with a 4 in. gun and smaller weapons
and equipped for mine-sweeping and anti-submarine work.

74. These ships will be named HAM.S. -~ Moa,” H.M.S. © Kiwi,” and HM.S. " Tui,” and will,
it 15 anticipated, be ready for service in about fifteen months™ time. I addition to their training
duties they should form a valuable addition to the naval defence o' New Zealand.

75. During the year the policy of manning the New Zealund Naval Forees wholly by New Zealand
officers and men has been steadily pursued so far as possible. The decision to undertake the training
of recruits at the structional establishinent at Devonport is an important step in progress.
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