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The nispections carried out by the Bepartment duving 1959 10 indieate that gonew ally conditions
are satbisfactory,  Thirteen cases of clivonie lewd polsoning were reported o the Health Departnent
during the year, and it is inberesting to note that, of the uine cases dealt with by the Dispectors of
]fd(t()[l(\ in one district, not one was in the ]mmt mannficturing or painting ndustrions ;. three cosos
oceurred in the motor mduxhy, the workers being engaged eleaning the solde ol joints on metal motor
bodies ; the remaining cases occurred in storage- ba’[’fm\/ factorics. The motor-huilding and hattery-
manufacturing mdus‘n[l(\.s have received close atbention in reoard o this matfer, ax has also the
conditions in thc mixing of lead tetracthyl with petrol, the rules issued by the Kthyl Bxport Corporation
being adopted by this J)Lp(utment i 1934 as standard.

SHOPS AND OFFICES ACT.

The Department has no aceurate record as to the nuniher of shops and the number of assistants
employed therein, but from the information availeble it is estimeated that there were during the year
28,404 shops throughout New Zealand, of which 13,585 (ipproximitely one-half) were carried on
without assistants. In the shops with assistants it b estinmated there were employed 26,579 mules
and 25,324 feinales,

During the year visits of inspection ol shops to the number of 22,013 were made. The Department
also made 3,450 visits of inspection of (ifl(l‘\ but the information so fur available s insuflicient to
enable it to make an accurate estimate reg mlmn the number of offices o the Dominion and of
assistants employed thereim.

Prosecutions numbered 1245 convictions were obtained in 108 cases. A number of cases were
withdrawn ;  fines totalled £130.  Of the prosecutions, 52 were for offences regarding the closing-
hours of shops in the cvenings or on the statutory half-holiday.

Jomplaints were received respecting 541 alleged breaches of the Act, resuling in 50 prosecutions
and 275 warnings. In 176 cases investigations bhOch that no breach had been ummntml while 11
the remaining ecases no aetion was considered necessary.  Seventy-four prozecutions were instiftited
for breaches whlch were discovered by Inspectors, and warnings were given in other cases, heing either
first offences or of a minor nature.

Two hundred and nine requisitions were served on oceupiers of shops to comply with various
requirements of the Act, such as for sanitary conveniences, heating-applicances, hinch-roon, seating
or rest-room accommodation, lighting, ventilation, cleanliness, and partitions, including h‘(»])(l‘l.ltu/
entrances.

Reran, Hours ror Ou-ruil BSTABLISHMENTS.

Kmergency regulations were issued on 268h April, 1940 (Serial number 1940,77), and cnable the
Minister of Lal)our to issue directions as to the hours that (‘htd})]lhh!ll(ll‘hh (‘nu(xwd in the sale by
retail of oil fuel be opened and elosed on any or every day in the week (ine |11f|1n<_v, sunday).  Before
action In this direction ix taken it is nee essary thab a requisition in writing signed by not less than
two-thirds of the sellers lv\ retatl of oil fucl in any area or locality be l(((l\(“l The Minmster may
also exempt any premises from the closing provisions to ensure supplies shall Le available at the
normal retail price.  Orders issued under this regulation will override section 72 of the Shops and
Offices Act, 1921-22, as amended by section 28 of the Shops and Offices Amendinent Act, 1927,

UNiversan HALF-HOLIDAY.

Reeent years have shown a progressive tendency apon the part of local authorities and clectors
to establish Saturday as the s atutory closing-day for shops in preference to w mid-week duy. and in
view of the agitation for fixing a universal statutory closing-day a survey of changes over a period
of years 18 of interest.

Between 1908 (Shops and Offices: Amendment Act, 1907, section b), when electors were firsh given
the opportunity of expressing their preference direet through the poll, and the outhreak of war in 1914,
twenty-one polls were conducted, and in every case the vofie was for a wid-week elosing-d ay.  later
post-war figures for polls show a decided trend in clectors” preference towards the Maturday, as will
be scen hom the first table below, which shows, at various periods only. those arens which had
determined their own closing-day by poll, until, by 1940, twenty-three polls, or 98 per cent., went in
favour of a mid-week closing-day, and 58, or 72 per cent., in fivour of a Saturday.

Polls may be held only in eities, town districts, or boroughs, so that any distinetion between
urban and rural preferences is difficuls. 16 will be scen, however, from the second table, which shows
the closing-day in all arcas whether determined by poll, the local authority, or by the Ministor. that
the trend in rural areas has been equally ws marked.  In preparing this table all cities, combined
districts, boroughs, and town districts have heen classed as HI‘de, andd sl vond districts and counbies
as rural—a classification which tends to include under the heading of ~urban” certain town
districts which are wore distinetly ruval in character ;. hut the form of the statistics available makes
this unavoidable, and the results are not materially aflected.
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