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ANNUAIL REPORT.

The overseas tourist trade during the Jast six months of the year has been rediced to a minimum s
indeed, the decrease started to be noticeable some httle time before war broke out, particularly
from the United Kingdom.

Immediately on the outbreak of war plwmm travel from the Unii“(l Kingdom ceased
entirely.  The Department ceased its representation in the 1ligh Commigsioner’ . Office.  American
and Australian travel also foll away practically fo nothivg.  Howoever, with lr[l(\ decision by the
United States Government that their ships might visib belligerent countries in the Pacific and
the fact Hm[’ Hmt ovean has been kept free from enceny raiders, o small but fairly steady
trickle of visitors has resumed.

The nn]m“nw by the Awstralian Government of certain restrictions on currency, coupled
with a fairly heavy increase in \s(,«uun(\r fares, hag coaused visitors from the Commonwealth to be
confined to business men, though a fow New-Zealanders have relurned to participate in Centennial
celebrations and to visit the ¥xhilition.

But war, by a curious paradox, has greally developed the possibilities of tourist traflic
from a quarter whenee, previously, comparatively fow visitors have come. The impossibility of
Jﬁlnope.l,nh proceeding home on leave from the Netherlands ast Indies, Malay Peninsula, and
other parts of the Iast, together with the insistence by employers that leave outside the tropics
must still he & led to a amall Hf):Li\" of inquivies from those countries. Immediately an
advertising  cempaign was dnshibufed by the ”«pu’rmri a full supply of hooklots, itineraries,
and other publicity mediy sent bo ouv various agents, and every step was taken o ensure
that (Wl information regurding our albrachions and /M\,c,l l;u'ilit‘n,s was made svailable, inclading
a booklet speeinlly propared for lhastern distribution.  Inquiries were veceived from as far afield as
India and Japan, while others came from French Indo-China and Siam, and -to these countries,
too, Tull information has been sent.

Rleleton advertising campaigns are still being maintained in the United States and Australia

keep the name of the Dominion before the public o that our share of overseas travel may
he secured without interruption when the final vietory has been won.

The Department was represented st both the New York World’s Fair and the San Francisco
Golden Gate Hxposition, and keen interest in our exhibits is reported by the officers in charge.

Al material for the exhiibits was prepared by the Depuriment’s Studios.

Figures supplied by the Government Nn.mu.m show that for the past three wvears the
country of origin and numbers of tourists visiting New Zealand have been :—

1937 38. 1938239, 'W"“i A0,
Austrealio . .. L. 1602 16,699 COhi
United }‘nn”d(-nn .. .. 2,176 2,105 '{5)5)
Other British countries . . .. i,689 1,705 1,439
United States of America .. 724 733 380
Foreign .. . .. 442 477 326

19,539 21,762 6,891

Fvrirnan Teavi.

Internally the year has made history awn regards the volurae of travel, partienlarly, of course,

by rail. The Centennial xhibition at Wellington bas been a mecca, while local celebrations in

other places have drawn back old identitics to the scenes of their hirth. The relaxing of petrol-

restrictions during the Christmas season sent travel figures up with a rush, while roduce! rail
and service-car Tares for Exhibition visiters also added to the numibers fravelling.

A further Tactor was that New-Zealanders acoustomed to nake oversons trips vemained in

the Dominion, thus both adding fo the volume of travel and |

helping to congerve sterling funds,

During the winter months, prior to the outbreak of war, “ soow fraing ™ were run sucoessfully
to the Chateau Tongarvivo, while excursions and conducted trips to the Glaciers, Southern Lakoes,
and other beauty spots were undertaken.  These activitios, as [ar as circumstsnees permit, will
be continued.

The Department participated whole-heartedly in the © group travel movement
by the Hon. the Minister of Tnternal Affairs

No eruse ships arrived {rom Australia during the year,

0

inangurated

Duparrmunr’s PawrierratioN 18 CENTENRIAT, KXHIBITION.

The Department, of ('()umu wi responsible for a pavilion in the Government Court at the
Exhibition, the studios undertaking (us deseribed below) o very considerable quantity of production
work for other Departments.

From the report of the officer in charge of the Pavilion the public was much impressed both
with the display made and also with the information it conveyed concerning the world-wide
ramifications of the Department’s work.  The whole of the work was completed by the stafl of
the Department’s Studios.
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