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are not now obtainable which woull show the details of the distribution of revenue collected to the
individual Natives entitled, or cven the blocks trom \\'lli('h the revenue came, though there is some
information m paramentary paper Boo 15 of 1869, and in Mr, l"urk(xy’s report of 3tst July, [830, but
no actual vouchers.  Up to the year 1831 the practice seems to have been for the Receiver of ml(l
Reveuue to pay the amount to wlnch the N‘(J.tiws' were considered entitled into an account known
as H]o Miners Rights Deposit. Account,” which was originally opened in the names of Dr, Polien and
Mr. James Mac l\.Ly but translferred o the names of J)r. Pollen and Mr. Puckey on 14th October, 1869,
l]](m‘, persons distributed from time to time the available funds, Mr. Puckey’s report of 3lst July,
1480, states that the money was paid to the Natives ™ in accordance with the proportion of the whole
aceruing from their respective interests in the goldficld.”  There does not seem Lo he any cheek on
this available for inspection now.  Mr. Puckey himself states that no inspection whatever was made
of his accounts until December, 1878,

(‘ertain petitions were presented to Parliament m 1876 and i877. The reports of the Native
Affairs Cotmiittee state that both petitions are similar in effect, that the aeconnts appear to have been
regularly kept, and no unveasonable delay appears to have taken place in the payment of moneys due,
hut the Commitiee recomnmended that the Government should give full faeilities for inspection of the
aceounts by some competent person to he appointed or approved of by the Muaoris,

Mr. Puckey was instructed accordingly.  Mr. o K. Camphell, solicitor, was appointed by ithe
Natives, and he was allowed to ingpect the accounts and take extracts.  This appointment lasted
only a short period.

Treasury took charge of the matter in 1881, After that an imprest system wag introduced.  The
whole of the revenue was paid to the Public Aceount, the portion considered to be due to Native and
Furopean owners was imprested to the paying officer att Thames, while the amount considered to be
due to local bodies was remitted to them direct from the lro‘\mmy In 1917 the Tmprest Account was

closed and vouchers sent through the Post Office.  This was not satisfactory, asy many vouchers were

not elaimed.  In 1928 the Waikato-Maniapoto District Maori Land Board tool over the distribution
of moneys remitted to it by the Treasury, but not the collection of any revenues.  Both before and
after 1881 certain names appear in the records as malking distributory paynments to Natives, One
such person was named C.00 Dearle. He was appointed at £ the re quest of the Natives themselves given
in ariting and giving anthority to charge his salary to the miming revenue.  He was pald a x.ml)
substantial salary charged as administration expenses.  Ile appears to have acted from 18835 to 1895,
Certain other payments amounting to over £100 were made in 1895 96 to K. W, Porritt, ol Paeroa,
at one time  Clerk of the Magistrate’s Court and subsequently a wolicitor. From 1896 to 1906,
Mr. E. W. Cave, of the Magistrate’s Court, Waihi, made the distributions.  He veceived no salary,
but 1irzL\r'lei|1g—(=xImn,sm only.

With regard to the impracticability of now presenting a full account, I refer to u I'reasury report,
prepared by Mr. Dunstan for the Court’s use, setting out the difficultios in the way, and T give the
following extracts from it :

Treasury report on the following petations which have heen referved to the Nalive
Land Court for enquivy : -
“ No. 23/1931 :  Rihitoto Mataia and others.
“ No. 347/1934-5 :  Rihitoto Mataia and others.
“No. 196/1935 ¢ Hoani Te Anini and others.
“Owing to the time which has elapsed since the Goldfields were lirst. discovered, it will
e appruntod thal it is now exceedingly difficult to compile this report, the only doc uments
available being a number of Treasury files bearing on !h\ subject, the Journals of the House
o Reprosentatives, Public Accounts, and rveports by Mr. Mackay and Mr. Puckey.
Therefore, the subject can only he discussed generally, details heing unavailable for the
following reasons :

(1) Treasury retains receipted vouchers for 20 years only, thus all vouchers representing
payments from Public Funds, including those receipted by the Natives, have
been destroyed up to and including the year 1917. (Norw. Mr. Dunstan
subsequently explained the vou(hms had been destroyed year by year up to
1919.)

" (2) The ledgers kept by the Treasury when the seat of Government was at Auckland,

and those kept by the Provincial Government at Auckland cannot be found.

“(3) The Trust ledgers in which the receipt and payment ol Miners’ Rights fees were
recorded (lh(>7 -1880) cannot be found, and presumably must have been
destroyed. A thorough search of the Goldiiclds Otlices, Public Buildings at
Auckland and Wellington has fatled to locate them.

“(4) A number of files were destroyed in the Parlinmentary Buildings fire of 1907, and
it is quite possible that the above ledgers, I they were stored in Wellington,
were destroyed also at that time.

() Treasury lodgers from 1880 onwards are available, but are of little value for purposes
of this enquiry as no details are entered, the majority of entries showing total
payments by the paying officer for a stated period. This was the ustal
practice followed by the Treasury as details, il required, were available from
the vouchers for 20 years.”

I have been supplied with two statements as to goldficlds revenue collesied alb Goldficlds Offices
and Wardens’ Courts which have heen prepaved for the use of the Court by Mr. Duostan. [ attach
copies as Appendix C.
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