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SAN FRANCISCO MAIL-SERVICE.

RENEWAL OF SERVICE. SHORTENING TIME ON VOYAGE.
’ No. 1.

The SecreTARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Cmamrman, Extencion of Industries
and Commerce Committee, Wellington.

General Post Office, Wellington, 17th October, 1898.

Replying to your letter of the 14th instant [see I1.-10s, 1898], I have the honour to
state that, with a fifteen-knot service between Auckland and San Francisco (present day of
departure from San Francisco to be maintained), it would be possible for the inward mails to
arrive at Dunedin on Wednesday night, and with a fifteen-knot service in the opposite direction
(timed to arrive at San Francisco as at present) the outward mail would not require to leave
Dunedin until Friday, at 11 a.m. A fifteen-knot service would, therefore, give one clear day for
replies at Dunedin, two days at Christchurch, three days at Wellington, and a week at Auckland.
Invercargill would have about six hours for replies, assuming the mails always arrived at Dunedin
on Wednesday night, and were sent on immediately by special train.

To enable the Dunedin public to reply by the Vancouver service (present days of arrival at
and departure from Vancouver being maintained) a sixteen-knot service between Wellington and
Vancouver would be required. This would give Dunedin about one day, Christchurch two days,
Wellington three days, and Auckland one day for replies. Invercargill would have about six hours
for replies, as in the case of the San Francisco service. I have, &c.,

The Chairman, Extension of Industries and Commerce W. Grav, Secretary,
Committee, Parliament Buildings, Wellington,

1—F. 6,

SIR,—
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No. 2.

The Mawaeive Dirrcror, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrETary, General
Post Office, Wellington. -

Unlon Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 20th October, 1898.

Clause 7 of the draft San Franmsco mail contract provides for mail-steamers being
exempt from harbour-dues, &c. I shall be much obliged if you will advise the Auckland Harbour
Board to this effect, as so far they are charging the mail-steamers, and we are making application
to them for refunds. I have, &ec.,

T. W. WHrTson, for Managing Director.
W. Gray, Esq., Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

No. 8.
The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SmcreTARY, Auckland Harbour Board,
Auckland.
BIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 22nd October, 1898

The Managing Director of the Union Steam Ship Company having brought under notice
that your Board is charging the steamers employed in the San Francisco mail-service with harbour-
dues, &c., I have the honour to inform you that, as the terms of the contract provide that the mail-
steamers shall be exempt from dues, the Union Steam Ship Company is entitled to a refund of any
amount paid on that account. The exemption is provided by section 132 of ¢ The Harbours Act,
1878.” And in the same connection I would remind you of your Board’s resolutions of the 2nd
November, 1897, copy of which you were good enough to forward to me on the 3rd idem. [See
No. 13, F.-6, 1898.] I have, &e.,

The Secretary, Auckland Harbour Board, Auckland. W. Gray, Secretary.

No. 4.

The Secrerary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Manacina Director, Union Steam
Ship Company, Dunedin.
S1R,— General Post Office, Wellington, 22nd October, 1898.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, asking
that the Auckland Harbour Board might be advised that your San Francisco mail-steamers were
exempt from harbour-dues, &c., and to inform you that the Board has been informed accordingly.

I have, &e.,
The Managing Director, W. Gray, Secretary.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

No. 5.
The Acring-SeEcrETARY, Auckland Harbour Board, Auckland, to the SEcRETARY, General Post
, Office, Wellington.
Sir,— Auckland, 2nd November, 1898.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22nd ultimo, in reference
to harbour-dues for the San Frantisco mail-steamers, and, in reply, beg to inform you that your
letter was read at a meeting of the Board held yesterday, when I was directed to thank you for
the information, and to request that you will please supply me with the exact dates for the contract.

I have, &ec.,
M. H. Lamp, Acting-Secretary.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

No. 6.

EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNALS OF THE HoUSE oF REPRESENTATIVEsS OF THURSDAY, THE 3RD
Day or Novimper, 1898.

Resolution relative to the San Francisco and Vancouwver Mail-services.

Wauegeas the House of Representatives, by resolutions passed on the 13th December, 1897,
authorised the Government to extend the San Francisco mail-serviee for a period of twelve months
from the 31st March, 1898, and to establish a four-weekly mail-service between New Zealand and
Vancouver, British Columbia, by way of Fiji and Honolulu, from the 1st December, 1897, to the
31st March, 1899, on the terms and conditions set out in the said resolutions :

And whereas the Government gave effect to the said resolutions by extending the San
Franecisco service contract and establishing a mail-service between Wellington and Vancouver, and,



as the said services expire on the 31st March, 1899, it is now expedient to make provision for the
continuation of the services: It is therefore resolved —

Bhat this House authorises the Government to extend the said San Francisco and Vancouver
mail-services for a period of one year from the 1st April, 1899, on the terms and conditions set out
in the aforesaid resolutions, and amplified in the draft contracts already submitted to and accepted
by the contracting companies.

(On motion of the Right Hon. R. J. Seddon.)

No. 7.
The Hon. the Premier, Wellington, to the Hon. the PrEmIER, Sydney.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 4th November, 1898.
Ox further consideration, I decided to ask House renew San Francisco and Vancouver mail-
services for another year only, so as to give time to negotiate for improved services for a term
of years. House of Representatives agreed to this last night. Hope to hear that you also
will renew Vancouver service for twelve months.

No. 8.
The SEcrETARY, General Poss Office, Wellington, to the Depury PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Sydney.
Sig,— General Post Office, Wellington, 5th November, 1898.

I have the honour to forward herewith copy of resolution relative to the San Francisco
and Vancouver mail-services passed by the House of Representatives on the 3rd instant (headed
the 28th ultimo). It is understood that your ¢olony proposes to. continue its present contribu-
tion to the San Francisco service, but I should be glad to be informed as early as possible what
are the intentions of your Government concerning the Vancouver service.

I have, &e.,
Phe Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney. W. Gray, Secretary.

No. 9.

The SEORETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the MawaeiNg DirecTor, Union Steam
Ship Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 5th November, 1898,
I have the honour to forward herewith copy of a resolution passed by the House of
Representatives on the 3rd instant relative to the San Francisco and Vancouver mail-services.

I shall be glad to learn as early as possible whether your company is prepared to continue
the service between Auckland and San Francisco for one year from the 1st April, 1899, on the
present conditions. I have, &c.,

The Managing Director, W. Gray, Secretary.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

No. 10.

The Hon. the PreMIiER to the AGENT-GENERAL.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 7th November, 1898
House authorised Government renew San Francisco Vancouver mail-services for twelve monthg on
present terms. Communicating with companies.

No. 11.

The SeEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the AcTiNG-SECRETARY of the Auckland
Harbour Board, Auckland.

SIR,— General Pogt Office, Wellington, 8th November, 1898.
. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant, in
reference to the harbour-dues charged by your Board on steamers employed in the San Francisco
mail-service, and to inform you, in reply, that the renewed San Francisco mail-service contract
commmenced on the 1st April last. 1 have, &c.,
; W. GraY, Secretary.
The Acting-Secretary, Auckland Harbour Board, Auckland. _
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No. 12.

The SecreTaRY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL,
Washington.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 10th November, 1898.

I have the honour to forward herewith copy of a resolution passed in the House of Repre-
sentatives of this colony on the 3rd instant (proposed for the 28th ultimo), authorising Government
to extend the San Francisco and Vancouver mail-services for one year from the 1st April, 1899.
The Postmaster-General is now in communication on the subject with the shipping companies
concerned. I have, &ec.,

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Washington. W. Gray, Secretary.

[Similar letters to the Deputy Postmaster - General, Ottawa, the J. D. Spreckels and
Brothers Company, San Francisco, and the Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco.]

No. 13.
The Hon. the PREMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL.

SiR,— Premier’s Office, Wellington, 10th November, 1898.
Referring to my telegram of the 7th instant, I have now the honour to forward
herewith copy of the resolutions passed in the House of Representatives of this colony on the
3rd instant (proposed for the 28th ultimo), authorising Government to extend the San Francisco
and Vancouver mail-services for one year from the 1st April, 1899.
I have, &c.,
W. C. WALKER, for the Premier.
The Hon. W. P. Reeves, Agent-General for New Zealand, London.

No. 14.
The AceENT-GENERAL to the Hon. the PREMIER.

SIr,— Westminster Chambers 13, Victoria Street, Liondon, S.W., 16th November, 1898.
Referring to your cablegram of the 7th instant, stating thas the New Zealand Parliament
had authorised renewal of the San Francisco and Vancouver mail-services, I beg to state that I
communicated this information to the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand, and to the
Canadian-Australian Royal Mail Steamship Company, and herewith I transmit copies of their
replies.
P You will ovserve that the liquidator of the latter company intimates that the matter is
receiving consideration. I have, &c.,
The Hon. the Premier, Wellington. W. P. REEvVES.

Enclosure 1 in No. 14.
The SecreTarY, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand, London, to the AGENT-GENERAL,

Union Steam Bhlp Company of New Zealand (Limited), 84, Leadenhall Street,
Dear Sir,— 9th November, 1898.

T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Walter Kennaway’s letter of yester-
day’s date, and thank you for the information given that the Government of New Zealand had
authorised the renewal of the San Francisco mail-service for twelve months on present terms.

Yours, &c.,
The Agent-General for New Zealand. C. H. CoopEr, Secretary.

Enclosure 2 in No. 14.

The OrriciaL LiQuiparor, Canadian-Australian Royal Mail Steamship Company, London, to the
SECRETARY t0 the AGENT-GENERAL.

The Canadian-Australian Royal Mail Steamship Company, 138, Leadenhall Street,
Dxar Sir,— 9th November, 1898, -
I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, informing me that the
New Zealand Parliament has authorised the renewal of the Vancouver mail-service for twelve
months on the present terms, and in reply I beg to say that the matter is receiving consideration.
Yours, &c.,
Walter Kennaway, Esq., C.M.G., Secretary, Cuas. J. Cowan, Liquidator.
Departient of Agent-General for New Zealand.
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No. 15.

The ManasciNe DirkEcror, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secrrrary, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 19th November, 1898.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 5th instant, asking if
this company is prepared to continue the mail-service between Auckland and San Francisco for
one year from the 1st April, 1899, on the presens conditions, and in reply it gives me pleasurs to
advise you that the directors of the company are agreeable to do so.

I have, &ec.,
T. W. WHrrson, for Managing Director.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

No. 16.
Messrs. R. W. Cameron anp Co., New York, to the Hon. the PosTMasTer-GENERAL, Wellington.

SiR,— New York, 1st December, 1898.

We have been requested by the Agent-General for New Zealand in Liondon to obtain and
forward to you the latest time-tables of the principal steamship lines from New York to Great
Britain, and now enclose time-tables, as far as published, of the North German Lioyds, sailing
Tuesdays; American line, sailing on Wednesdays; White Star line, sailing Wednesdays; and
the Cunard line, sailing Saturdays. The Hamburg line do not send vessels from here in the
winter months, but resume sailings in March or April, continuing until November, on Thursdays.

We also enclose copy of letter received by us from the Post Office, New York, which treats of
the despatch of the mails from this city, and to which we refer you for further particulars. We
desire to say that the Post Office authorities have no power or control in fixing the dates on which
the mail-steamers of the different lines leave New York. :

If we, can procure any further information on this subject we shall have pleasure in placing
our services at your disposal. We are, &c.,

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. R. W. Cameron axD Co. -

Enclosure in No. 16.
The PostMasTER, New York, to Messrs. R. W. CameroN anp Co.

: Office of Superintendent of Mails, Post Office, New York,
GENTLEMEN,— 29th November, 1898, .

With reference to inquiries on communication submitted to this office and herewith
returned, I have to inform you that steamers of North German Liloyds sail at 10 a.m. Tuesdays,
and mails are delivered from this office at 9.30 a.m.; steamers of American line sail at 10 a.m.
Wednesdays, mails delivered at 9.45 a.m.; steamers of White Star line sail at noon Wednesdays,
mails delivered at 11.80 a.m. Steamers of Hamburg-American line do not sail in winter months,
but resume their sailings in March or April, continuing until November of each year. They do not
sail at a stated hour.

Steamers of Cunard line on Saturdays are also irregular, sailing at times early in morning, and
again as late as 1 or 2 p.m. Steamers of French line on Saturdays sail at 10 a.m.

The North German Lloyds steamers sailing Tuesdays generally reach Southampton early on
the second following Wednesday. The American liners reach the same port also on Wednesdays,
and the White Star steamers get the mails in London on Wednesdays (“ Majestic” and “ Teutonic ™),
Thursdays (‘* Germanic "), and Fridays (** Britannic™). Cunard steamers on Saturdays land their
mails in Liondon on following Saturday early (‘“ Lucania '~ and ‘ Campania ") or Sunday (slower
steamers—“ Umbria ”’ and *“ Litruria”).

There is no power or authority at this office to hold steamers of any line beyond their
scheduled time of sailing, but at times, when a close connection might be made, departure of
steamers has been delayed an hour or two at request of this office.

In this connection, and with a view to facilitate the schedule arrangement proposed by the
New Zealand Agent-General, it is proper to state that, with present transit, overland mails either
vtd San Francisco or vid Vancouver are generally due to reach Grand Central depot at 10.35 a.m.,
in most cases too late for a steamer sailing on day of arrival, unless the steamship company con-
sents to delay the departure of the steamer, as it is impossible to unload mails and transport them
direct to the piers for the steamers much before 12.30 p.m., even when the train is on time.
Therefore any arrangement with the object of insuring prompt and safe connection would
necessitate also a change of time in the overland railroad schedules, so as to get the mails here
about three hours earlier at least. Of course, if the steamship companies would change their
sailing-hour until 1 or 2 p.m., the same result would be accomplished.

Very respectfully,
C. vax Corr, Postmaster.

Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co., New York City.
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No. 17.
The AGENT-GENERAL to the Hon. the PreMIER.
Sir,— Westminster Chambers, 18, Victoria Street, London, 8. W., 14th December, 1898.

Referring to my letter of the 16th November last [see No. 238], I beg to transmit here-
with copy of correspondence with Messrs. B. W. Cameron and Co., of New York, relative to the
forwarding of the mails from New York, by which it will be seen that that firm have, in accord-
anpce with my request, forwarded direct to the Postmaster-General at Wellington information
respecting the despatch of the principal steamers taking mails from New York to this country.

This information appears to show that, as suggested in my letter of the 16th November, [see
No. 238], and also in my cablegram of the 3rd instant [see No. 246], it would be desirable to
despateh the Vancouver mails so that they may arrive in New York in time to be forwarded by one
of the steamers of the American line. :

You will no doubt observe that, with this object in view, it is important, affecting as it does
both the San Francisco and Vancouver mails, that arrangements, if possible, be made with the
managers of the railway over which the mails are carried to New York that the mail-train should
arrive at New York some three hours earlier.

I am writing to Messrs. Cameron and Co., requesting them to make inquiries on this point for
the purpose of ascertaining with whom the power to make such an arrangement rests, as it is
obvious that i is at that point that delay is, under the present arrangements, likely to take place.

I have, &ec.,
The Hon. the Premier, Wellington. W. P. RegvEs.

Enclosure 1 in No. 17.

The SECRETARY to the AGENT-GENERAL to Messrs. R. W. Cameron axp Co., New York.

Westminster Chambers, 13, Vietoria Street, Liondon, 8.W.,
Dear Sirs,— 16th November, 1898.
I am directed by the Agent-General to request you to obtain and forward direct to the
Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand, the latest time-tables of the principal
steamship lines from New York to this country, including the Cunard, White Star, American (** St.
Louis,” “ 8t. Paul,” &ec.), German Lloyds, &c.

The New Zealand postal authorities desire to have this information so that they can fix the
dates of the departure of the mails to this country so that they may reach New York in time to
catch the swifter outgoing steamers. It would therefore be desirable if, in the tables forwarded,
some indication were given as to the average length of voyage of the steamer specified therein.

The Agent-General feels agsured, as you have already informed him, that the New York postal
authorities use every effort to despatch the New Zealand mails by the earliest and swiftest steamers ;
and in reference thereto he would be much obliged if you could ascertain for his information whether
they have any power or control in fixing the dates at which these steamers leave New York.

I need scarcely add that the Agent-General will be glad to meet any charges which you may
think right to make in making these inquiries. I am, &¢.,

WaLTER KENNAWAY.

Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co., South William Street, New York.

Enclosure 2 in No. 17.
Messrs. R. W. CameEroN aND Co. to the AGENT-GENERAL.

SIR,— New York, 1st December, 1898.

We have to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 16th ultimo, requesting us to
obtain and forward direct to the Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand, the latest
time-tables of the principal steamghip lines from New York to Great Britain. We note also that
the New Zealand postal authorities desire to have this information so that they can fix the depar-
tures of the mails to this country so that they may reach New York to meet the swifter outgoing
steamers. In regard to the question as to whether the postal authorities in New York have any
power or control in fixing the dates at which steamers leave New York, we would say that they
have not, as you will see by the enclosed letter from the New York Post Office, a copy of which
we are sending to the Postmaster-General at Wellington.

We are, &e.,
The Agent-General for New Zealand, R. W. Cameron axp Co.
Westminster Chambers, Victoria Street, London, S. W, .

[For Enclosures 3 and 4 in No. 17, see No. 16 and enclosure therein.]

No. 18.

The Mawaeing Direcror, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Hon. the PostMasTER-
Geveran, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Dear Sir,— Dunedin, 14th December, 1898.
In view of the evident desire for an improved connection between the colonies and
America, as indicated by the comments of members during the mail debate last session, and also
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by the report of the Commerce Extension Committee, I entered into communication with the
Oceanic Steamship Company of San Francisco, who, as you know, are associated with us in
carrying out the present mail-service ¢4 San Francisco. As the result of this, I am now in a
position to say that we are prepared to negotiate with you for a fortnightly instead of a monthly
mail-service, as at present, at an increased subsidy to “be agreed upon ; the fortnightly service to
commence in the early part of 1900 and before the expiry of the extension of the present
contract recently arranged.

For the purpose of carrying out such a service the Oceanic Steamship Company propose to
build a new 5,000-ton steamer of high speed, with up-to-date accommodation, and also to make
extensive alterations to the ¢ Alameda” and * Mariposa,” so ag to bring their accommodation and
equipment up to the most modern requirements. The Union Company will also build a 5,000-ton
steamer to run in conjunction with the ¢ Moana,” thus making up.the five steamers requlred to
carry out a fortnightly service.

To justify the large outlay of eapital involved in this undertaking it would be necessary that
the contract should be for a period of, say, seven years. It is hardly necessary for me to point out
that, as a mail-service, the route nd San Francisco has proved itself to be the most rapid and
reliable for this colony, while as a fast and interesting passenger route it is deservedly popular, and
will become more so when the improved facilities which we now propose are at the disposal of the
travelling public. As you are aware, the uncertain tenure of the mail contract, in consequence of
its only being renewed from year to year, has all along discouraged the contractors from taking
steps to materially improve the service. The advantages of the route, however, as a mail and
passenger service, and the importance of maintaining and improving the connection between the
colonies and America, are becoming more widely recognised every day, and we are prepared,
therefore, with a little encouragement, to entertain the idea of improving the service. I trust
you will see your way to arrange a contract for a period of years, and on a basis of fortnightly

sailings. Yours, &ec.
The Right Hon. R. J. Seddon, Postmaster-General, Wellington. James MIrcs.
No. 19.
Messrs. B. W. CameroN anp Co., New York, to the Hon. the PosrmasTeEr-GENERAL, Wellington.
SIR,-— New York, 29th December, 1898.

We have pleasure in enclosmg extract from the New York Times of the 25th December
[not printed] , regarding arrangements for mails between New York and San Francisco, by which a
saving of a whole day will be effected. As this has a bearing on the information which we have
already mailed to you on this subject, we have no doubt it will prove of interest to you, and

remain, Yours, &ec.,
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. R. W. Caumerox axp Co.
No. 20.
) The Hon. the PrEMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL.
Sir,— Premier’s Office, Wellington, 30th December, 1898.

I have the honour to acknowiedge the receipt of your letter of the 16th ultimo, covering
copy of replies received from the secretary of the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand
and the liquidator of the Canadian-Australian Royal Mail Steamship Company to your letters
advising that the New Zealand Parliament had authorised the renewal of the San Francisco and
Vancouver mail-service contracts for twelve months. .
I have; &c.,

T. Trompson, for the Premier.
The Hon. W. P. Reeves, Agent-General for New Zealand, Liondon.

No. 21.

The SrEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Manaaine Director, Union Steam
Ship Company, Dunedip.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 30th December, 1898,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th ultlmo advising
that the directors of your company were prepared to continue the mail-service between Auckland
and San Francisco for one year from the 1st April next on the present conditions.

A draft forn® of agreement will be prepared and submitted to you in due course.
I have, &c.,
The Managing Director, W. Gray, Secretary.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
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No. 22.
The AceENT-GENERAL to the Hon. the PrEwmIER.
Sir,— Westminster Chambers, 13, Victoria Street, Liondon, S.W., 5th January, 1899.

Referring to my letter of the 14th December last, I beg herewith to transmit copies
of further letters from Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co. relative to the forwarding of the New
Zealand mails to this country.

It is satisfactory to note that, as advised by Messrs. Cameron in their letter of the 29th
ultimo, arrangements have been made by which a saving of a whole day will be effected as regards
the mails between New York and San Francisco. I have, &e.,

The Hon. the Premier, Wellington. W. P. ReEves.

-

Enclosure 1 in No. 22.
Messrs. R. W. Cameron AND Co., New York, to the AGENT-GENERAL.

Sir,— 23, South William Street, New York, 22nd December, 1898.
Our senior's attention has been called to the correspondence of last month on the sub-
ject of the New Zealand-Great Britain mail connections, and finds but little to add thereto. In
reply to your query whether we could ascertain with whom the power of making such an alteration rests,
as it would probably be worth the while of the New Zealand Government to send, if necessary, a
special agent to America in order to negotiate with the authorities respecting it, we would say that,
vid Vancouver, it would rest entirely with the Canadian Pacific Railway, and from San Francisco
with the service there conducted by the Southern Pacific and Union Pacific Railways. All trains
run on specified time-tables, and the mail contracts are made to conform thereto. We cannot
express an opinion as to the advisability of the New Zealand Government sending a special agent,
further than that he would be well received and enjoy the hospitality of the railway officials.

We would further add that there have been occasions when, at the request of the Postmaster,
mail-steamers have postponed departure for a few hours, awaiting delivery of your mails; but that
was when the mails were within hail. We may mention that during the winter months trains are
frequently behind time, caused by snow-storms, and also that the large steamers of the Cunard
line—¢ Campania’’ and ¢ Lucania’—are the only ones that regulate their departure by tidal
flow.

Our senior is in close touch with the railway officials, his services are at your disposal, and he
can promise that every consideration will be given to your request, and that the mails will in nearly
every instance go forward by the steamship sailing on date of arrival here.

We are, &ec.,
The Agent-General for New Zealand, London. R. W. Cameroxr anp Co.

Enclosure 2 in No. 22.

Messrs, R. W. CameroN anp Co., New York, to the AgeNT-GENERAL,

SIR,— 23, South William Street, New York, 29th December, 1898.
We have pleasure in enclosing extract from the New York Times of the 25th December
[not printed] regarding arrangements for mails between New York and San Francisco, by which
a saving of a whole day will be effected. As this has a bearing on the information which we
have already mailed to you on this subject, we have no doubt it will prove of interest. - We have
also forwarded to the Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, a similar extract to the one now
enclosed to you. We are, &ec.,
The Agent-General for New Zealand. ‘ R. W. Cameronx anp Co.

No. 23.

The Managireé Dimrector, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrRETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 5th January, 1899.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 30th ultimo, with
regard to the continuation of the mail-service between Auckland and San Francisco, and note that
a draft form of agreement will be prepared and submitted to us in due course, for which I thank
you. I have, &ec.,

T. W. WarTson, for Managing Director.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

No. 24.
The AGENT-GENERAL to the Hon. the PreEMIER.

(Telegram.) London, 7th January, 1899.
San Francisco mail-service: Camerons advise arrangement has been made saving whole day
between New York and San Franecisco.
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No.. 25.

The Hon. the PrEMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL.

(Telegram.) ‘ Wellington, 11th January, 1899
Fr’1sco service and your telegram of the seventh: Is railway-running shortened oneé day either
way, or arrival New York accelerated, or Wednesday steamer delayed? Were Fr'isco steamer
despatched Auckland Monday, arriving Frisco for Friday's train, could connection New York
Wednesday steamer be assured ? : ‘ T

o No. 26. ,
The AeENT-GENERAL to the Hon. the PrEmiER. o :
(Telegram.) London, 11th January, 1899. ..
San Francisco mail-service: Cannot give an answer yet. Information necessary to-enable you to
act insufficient. - Will communicate with Cameron. :

No. 27.

The SecrETaRY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Mawaeine Direcror, Union Steam
: ~ Ship Company, Dunedin. - - S .
(Telegram.) Wellington, 18th January, 1899.
Main Agent ““ Alameda "’ reports arrived San Francisco 14th December, at 9.15 a.m., mail .going
east same day. Arrived New York 19th; mails delayed there until 21st. Inward mail did not
arrive San Francisco until 10 a.m. 29th owing to delay on Atlantic. ILast of mails on board
2.15; steamer delayed until 8.80 owing to two bags being missing in railway mail-gservice. Com-
meneing 1st January, fast mail-train leaving New York 9 p.m, arrives San Francisco.at 8.45 on
evening of fourth day, instead of 9.40 following morning. This means overland transit from east
to west in four days, and should enable steamers to get away on time in summer months. Mails
going east, formerly arriving in New York at 10.35 a.m., will now reach that city 5.35 a.m., or five
hours earlier. ; - e

, No. 28. . o
The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Manacivag DireCTOR, Union Stedm
: Ship Company, Dunedin. e o

(Telegram.) , Wellington, 18th January, 1899, +
Sax Francisco time-table : Postmaster-General has been in communication with Agent-General re
sccelerating delivery Fr’isco mails. Mr. Reeves the other day advised by cable-that the time
between San Francisco and New York had been shortened by twenty-four hours; ‘but on ‘béing
appealed to he could not say how this was secured, and is now making further inquiries. By steamer
to-day, however, I am advised [see No. 31] that, commencing on 1st January, the mail-train leaving
New York at 9 p.m. reaches San Francisco.at 8.45 on the evening of the fourthday, instead of 9.40
the following morning. The steamers, as a rule, should now be ‘able to get away on''Wednesday:'
The mail-train going east reaches New Yorkat 5.35-a.m., instead of 10.85, so that there should now
be no doubt abeut catehing the German fast boat on Tuesday. But, as the fast steamers of the
American line have resumed running on Wednesday, it should be possible to leave Auckland on
Monday, with the certainty of catching the Wednesday boat from New York. The advantages-of
the change need not be discussed, but if would enable Christchurch and Dunedin, ‘as ‘well ‘as
Wellington, to reply by return mail. Will you give the matter your immediate consideration and
favour me with your opinion? -The late departure from this end would also be of advantags to
Sydney whenever ‘the Vancouver steamers were a day-or two late. I do net thifik that ‘the
Washington Post Office should object te the shortening of the interval {or replies, seéing what-the
gain is in the through time, : . ‘ o i e

-

. No. 29. o
The Managivg Dmrecror, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrETARY, General
Post Office, -Wellington,
(Telegram.) , Dunedin, 19th January, 1899.
SreamErs from New York leave with the tide, understand, as early as 6 a.m. If this is so, would
your proposed connection not be too fine ? , o o

. No. 30. Do S

The SecrETsRY, General Post Office,’ Wellington, to the Managine Direcror, Union Bteam

Ship. Company, Dunedin. ’ N

(Telegram.) N . Wellingten, 19th.January, 1899.. - .

TrE steamers of the American line do not leave New York before 10 a.m., which is now the fixed

sailing-hoyr.  The White Btar ‘Wednesday boats sail at noon. With the American liners sailing
at 10 @.m., there should be no6 doubt about making the ‘rcqnn“ec{;ion. . S, ey

2—F. 6.
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No.-.31.

The Hon. the PREMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL.

: o : Premier’s Office, Wellington, 19th January, 1889,
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your cablegrams of the 7th and.1lth
instant, and to confirm my reply of the latter date to your first telegram [see Nos. 24, 25, and 26].

=T was at a loss to understand how the acceleration of oné day between New York and San
Trancisco had been effected, but information to hand by the Mail Agent on board the ‘“ Alameda,”
who arrived at Auckland yesterday, makes the matter somewhat clearer. The Mail Agent reports
that from the 1st instant it was the intention that the fast mail leaving New York at 9 p.m. should
in future arrive at San Francisco at 8.45 on the evening of the fourth day, instead of 9.40 on the
following morning, and that the east-bound mail-train would reach New York at 5.35 a.m., in place
of 10,35 a.m., or a gain of, say, thirteen hours on the west-bound and five hours on the east-bound
running. - If this information be correct, and the acceleration is to be permanent, it will now be
possible to rely on the steamers leaving San Francisco for Auckland on the Wednesday, and to
arrange a two-days later despatch from New Zealand, with an assured connection with the fast
boats of the American line leaving New York on the Wednesday. Should it be practicable to carry
this out it will enable replies by return mail to be sent regularly from Wellington, Christchurch,
and Dunedin. As you are aware, Auckland is the only one of the principal cities which has a
reasonably sufficient time for replies at present, although a short interval occasionally offers at
Wellington. v : : ;

SIR,—

The Postmaster-General is obliged for Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co.’s courteous letter
of the 1st ultimo, enclosing time-tables of the principal steamship lines between New York and
Great Britain, and other information. He is writing $o0.the firm by the present mail, asking it to
confirm the accuracy of the information relative to the acceleration of the train-running. Copy of
the letter is enclosed for your information [see No. 32]. ‘ - T

I have, &c., ‘
W. C. WarLgeR, for the Premier.

The Hon. W. P. Reeves, Agent-General for New Zealand, London. '

, No. 32. , -
The Hon. the PosTmMasTER-GENERAL to Messrs. R. W, Cameron anp Co., New York.
GENTLEMEN,— General Post Office, Wellington, 19th January, 1899.

I have the honour to acknowledge the veceipt of your letter of the lst ultimo, enclosing
the latest time-tables of the principal steamship lines from New York to Great Britain, together
with other information. - ~~° 7 T ¢ ’ : S o : :

I am exceedingly obliged for your courtesy-and the trouble you have taken in the matter. The
information will be of great service to the department. ; .

Since the arrival of your letter I ami in receipt of a cablegram from the Agent-General for New
Zealand in London, to the effect that you had advised him that a saving of a whole day had been
secured in the transport of the mails between San Francisco and New. York; but, on the Agent-
General being asked how this had been obtained, and whether it applied to both the east- and west-
bound train-running, he was unable to say, but stated that he would make further inquiries. The
result will no doubt be communicated in due course. I amn, however, informed by the Mail-agent
.on board the ¢ Alameda,” which arrived at Auckland yesterday, that from.the Ist instant it was
the intention that the fast mail-train leaving New York at 9 p.m. should reach San Francisco-at
8.45 on the evening of the fourth day, instead of 9.40 the following morning, and ‘that the east-
bound mail-train should reach New York at 5.35 a.m., instead of 10.35 a.m. If this information be
correct, and the acceleration is to be a permanent one, it will now be possible to rely upon the
steamers being despatched regularly from San Francisco on.the Wednesday, and for a two-days
later departure from New Zealand, with an assured connection with the fast boats of the American
line leaving New York on the Wednesday, thus giving practically a three-days” longer interval in
New Zealand for replies. Should you not already have done so, may I trespass further on your
kindness by asking you to confirm the correctness of the information furnished by the Mail-agent,
and to inform me whether the new arrangement is likely to be a permanent one ?

I am, &e., -
W. C. WALEER, for the Postmaster-General.

Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co., 23, South: William Street, New York.

| No. 38,
Messrs. R.'W. Camerox axp Co., N ew York, to thg Hon, the PosTMaAsTER-GENERAL, Wellington.

Sir,~—- - New York, 20th January, 1899,

We have pleasure in enclosing a copy of our letter to the Agent-General in London’
in regard to New Zealand mails, in answer to an inquiry as to whether mail-matter arriving
in San Francisco on Friday would arrive in New York in time to catch the outgoing American
line steamer on the following Wednesday. . ° .. .
~ We are sorry that the information is not absolutely definite, but you will doubtless appreciate
the situation as 1t exists, =~ =~ = - : . o . "

In order that you may thoroughly understand the object of the inquiry, we are enclosing copy
of the Agent-General’s letter of the 11th instant, now under reply. _ ' '
. : . e ) ‘ 4 We remain, &e., = - ,
o e T A - v ‘ S R. W, CAMERON ,N‘ '
The Hon, the Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand, ~ = =~ "~ Ao Go

f . . .
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Enclosure 1 in No. 88,

The SecrETARY to the AcENT-GENERAL to Messts, R. W. Cameron axp Co., New York. .
) Westminster:Chambers, 18, Victoria Street, London, S.W.,
Dear Sirs,— . .. : :; o 11th January, 1899.
~- .1 am directed by the - Agent-General to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 29th ultimo [Enclosure 2 in No. 22}, and to thank you for the information it con--
tained, by which it would appear that arrangements have been made by which a saving of &
whole day will be effected as regards the mails between New York and San Francisco. )
.. - The Agent-General would be much obliged if you could obtain definité information. as to
whether, in case the mails from New Zealand arrived at San Francisco on a Friday, they would
reach New York in time to catch the American line steamer leaving on the following Wednesday.
If you are able to procure this information the Agent-General. would be further obliged by
your communicating it direct to the Postmaster-General, at Wellington, New Zealand. ,
’ ‘ ‘ ' 1 have, &ec.,
: ’ ) Warrer Kennaway.
Messrs. B. W. Cameron and Co., 23, South William Street, New York.

Enclosure 2 in No. 33.
Messrs. R. W. CamERoN AND Co., New York, to the AGENT-GENERAL.
e R ! .- New York, 20th January, 1899. =
We have to acknowledge the receipt of your esteemed communication of the 11th instant,
in regard-to the despatch of the New Zealand mails between San Francisco and New York. We
have geen the Postmaster here in regard to your inquiry as to whether the New Zealand mail
arriving at San Francisco on a Friday would reach New York in time to catch the American line
steamer leaving on the following Wednesday, and are informed by him that in all probability it
would, but that he cannot definitely say so until the new arrangement has been longer in operation,

as it may take some time to demonstrate its successful working.
We are, &c.,

The Agent-General for New Zealand, - ~ R. W, -Camzron anp Co.
Westminster Chambers, 13, Vietoria Street, Liondon, S.W, o .
P.S,—We have communicated the above.to the Hon. the Postmaster-General of New
Zealand, at Wellington, by mail vid San Francisco closing here to day.—R. W. C. axp Co. .

Se;—.

No. 34.

The SEcrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the REsIDENT AGENT for NEW ZBALAND,
San Francisco. * CorE

(Telegram—rposted at Auckland.) . Wellington, 20th January, 1899.
Prease advise Washington that San Francisco mail-service time-tables have been renewed on
present basis for the year commencing first January; also that Vancouver time-table will ne doubt

be similarly renewed. ‘

No. 35. o
‘The Hon. the PrEMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL. ;
(Telegram.) , Lo , Lo . Wellington, 20th January, 1899, -
Apvise Imperial Post Office San Francigco-Yancouver time-tables renewed- present- basis;for year :

commencing 1st April.

No. .36.
‘ . . -~ The Hon. the PreEMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL. R -
(Telegram.) R Wellington, 21st January, 1899,
8aN Francisco- VANCOUVER time-tables also, of course, renewed from 1st instant. o ,

]

No. 87.
The AssistanT COLONIAL SECRETARY, Suva, to the Hon. the PrEmizr, Wellington.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Suva, Fiji, 30th January, 1899.
I am directed by the Governor of Fiji to inform you that it is possible that the steamers
of the Canadian-Australian service may shortly cease to call at Suva ; and I am to inquire whether
the New Zealand Government would be pleased, on the renewal of its agreement with the Union
Steam Ship Company of New Zealand and Oceanic Steamship Company of San Francisco, which,
it is understood, will expire in March next, to arrange for the vessels of that company to call at

Suva instead of (or in addition to) calling at Apia.

SIR,—
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2. His Excellency trusts that if your Government dacides that it is not advisable that the
vessels should call both at Apia and at Suva you may see fit to give Suva the preference, for the
reasons that it is a British port with a good harbour, on which a large expenditure has already
been incurred, and a further outlay of some £3,000 is to be made this year in improving the whari-
accommodation so as to enable steamers drawing up to 27 ft. to lie alongside at low water; that it
is desirable to encourage the trade between New Zealand and Fiji; and that the impetus which
should be given to trade by the vessels in question calling at Suva would be of advantage to New
Zealand as well as to this colony. It may be added as a minor consideration that Fiji offérs some
attraction to tourists, and that by the end of this year some thirteen miles of metalled road now in
course of construction in the vicinity of Suva, as also a service of steam-launches running daily to
various points of interest, will be available for their benefit. )

8. The Governor regrets that Fiji is not in a position to. supplement the subsidy paid to the
company, or to bear a share of it; but, provided the vessels will carry our mails, they will be
exempted from tlie payment of all wharfage-, harbour-, pilotage-, and light-dues in Suva.

: have, &c., .
W. L. ALLARDYC$
Assistant Colonial Secretary.
The Hon. the Premier, Wellington, New Zealand.

. No. 88.
The SkcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Manaeing Dirpcror, Union Steam
. Ship Company, Auckland:

" (Telegram.) Wellington, 30th January, 1899.
Prease wire definitely re change Fr'isco running before you leave.

No. 39.
The Hon. the Premisr, Wellington, to the Hon. the Premizr, Sydney.

(Telegram.) © Wellington, 31st January, 1899.
Fr'isco service: Railway journey from New York to San Francisco shortened by thirteen hours,
and to New York by five hours. Steamers should now be able to-leave Fr'isco regularly on
advertised day, and a two-days later departure from the colonies, with an assured connection
with the Wednesday fast boats of the American line from New York, made practicable. The
change at this end will effect great improvement in service by reducing through time to London
by two days. Union Company is prepared to make the change. I shall be glad if you will

consider and agree to proposal to start two days later from this end, which might commerce in
Mairch next.

No. 40.

The MavNaciNg Dirmcror, Union Steam Ship Company, Auckland, to the SEcreTarY, General
Post Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) : o ’ Auckland, 31st January, 1899.
ROTE you yesterday [not printed] re proposed alteration Fr'isco dates. Agreeable make change
with March steamer if you wish experiment tried. Do not forget, however, that our nineteen
days does not expire until evening of the day of arrival in San Francisco, so that you are really
relying upon us arriving several hiours within contract time. ‘

No. 41.
The SmcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Manaaing Direcror, Union Steam
Ship Company, Auckland.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 31st January; 1899.
Tuangs for telegram. Steamers leaving Auckland at 2 p.m. are due at Fr'isco at 6.11 p.m. If
really necessary, no doubt departure from Auckland could be made an hour earlier.

No. 42.

, The Hon. the PrEMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL.
Sir,— Premier’s Office, Wellington, 1st February, 1899.
Referring to my letter of the 19th ultimo, on the subject of the acceleration of the railway-
service between New York and San Francisco, I have now the honour to inform you that negotiations
for the despatch of the San Francisco mail-steamers from Auckland on the Monday instead of the
Saturday are progressing satisfactorily. The contractors are agreeable to comimence ‘thef changs
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from March next, and I am now only awaiting the consent of the New South Wales Government,
which will, no doubt, be forthcoming in the course of a few days. s ‘ '
8o soon as the matter is finally settled I will advise you by cable.
: ' I have, &c., , S
W.-C.. WALKER, for the Premier,
The Hon. W. P. Reeves, Agent-General for New Zealand, London.

No. 438.

The AENT-GENERAL to the Hon. the PrREMIER. . :

Westminster Chambers, 13, Victoria Street, London, S.W.,
Sir,— 7th February, 1899.

Referring to my letter of the 5th January last and to cablegrams, copies of which I
attach, I beg to transmit herewith copy of letter from Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co., by which
it will be seen that the Post Office authorities at New York are not yet able to give a definite reply
to the inquiry as to whether the New Zealand mail arriving at San Francisco on a Friday would
arrive at New York in ftime to catch the American line steamer leaving on the following
Wednesday. I have, &c., .

The Hon. the Premier, Wellington. W. P. RERVES.

[For Enclosures 1, 2, and 3 in No. 43 see Nos. 25 and 26 and Enclosure 2 in No. 33.]

No. 44.

The Hon. the PreEMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL.

Sir,— Premier’s Office, Wellington, 8th February, 1899.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th December last,
transmitting copy of correspondence which has passed between yourself and Messrs. R. W.
Cameron and Co., New York, relative to the connection with the Atlantic steamers at New
York of the colonial mails forwarded vid San Francisco and Vancouver. :

My letter of the 19th ultimo dealt with the subject-matter of the one now under acknowledg-
ment. I am still without precise information as to the gain on the railway journey between Van-
couver and New York ; but, from the fact that the ¢ Aorangi’s *’ mails, which arrived at Vancouver
on the 26th January, caught the ¢ Saale,” which left New York at 10 a.m. on the 3lst, itjis
evident that the Canadian Pacific Railroad Company has accelerated its train-service to insure the
advantages of the shortened time between Chicago and New York.

I have, &ec.,
W. C. WALKER, for the Premier.

The Hon. W. P. Reeves, Agent-General for New Zealand, London.

No. 45. o
The Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL to Messrs. B. W. Cameron anp Co., New York.
GBNTLEMEN, — General Post Office, Wellington, 10th February, 1899,

I have the honour to acknowledge, with many thanks, the receipt of your letter of the
29th December last, enclosing extract from- the New York T'imes of the 25th idem concerning the
acceleration of the transcontinental train-service. R -

My letter of the 19th ultimo will have advised you that the information which  you
no doubt forwarded at the same time to the Agent-General had been conveyed to me by cable.
I am now pleased to be able to inform you that the two-days later departure from New:Zealand
which was contemplated has been arranged to commence with the steamer sailing from Auckland
in March. This change should shorten the time between Auckland and London to thirty days.

Although under the proposed running the connection with the Wednesday’s steamer from New
York seems to be assured, it may happen that the trains will not always arrive to time, and should
this render necessary a short detention of the steamers it is assumed that the companies concerned
will not object to hold their vessels for an hour or two for the mails, Your assistance in obtaining
such a concession would be highly esteemed. :

I have, &c., S T
W. C. WALKER, for the Postmaster-General.
Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co., 23, South William Street, New York.

\ No. 46. - e
The Hon. the Premier and CoroniaL TREASURER, Sydney, to the Hon. the PreEMIER,
Wellington.
(Telegram.) : Sydney, L0th February, 1899,
Your telegram of 3lst January: This colony does not object to proposed change in date of
starting Fr'isco mail-steamer. S '
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The SECRETARY, Genera,l Post; Office, Wellington, to the RESIDENT AGENT for NEW ZEALAND,
San Francisco. '
(Telegram.) Welhnfrbon, 14th February, 1899.
CoMMENCING next month, Fr iseo ‘steamers lea.ve Auckland Monday o

‘No.'48.
The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the ManaciNng Direcror, Union Steam
Shlp Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 14th February, 1899. -

Referring to previous correspondence, I have now the honour to inform you that the New
South Wales Government has agreed to the proposed change in the day of departure of the San
Francisco mail-steamers from Auckland. It is therefore requested that, commencing with the
“ Mariposa ” leaving Auckland on the 20th March, you will be good enough to arrange that the
steamers leave that port on the Monday instead of the Saturday as heretofore. - An approved’ tlme-
table will be forwarded to you as soon as possible.

As the foregoing change will necessitate a correspondingly later’ departure of the mail from
ports south of Auckland, I should be glad if you would inform me at your early convenience what
arrangements you propose to make for conveying the mails from Wellington to Onehunga.

I'have, &c.,
The Managing Director, W. Gray, Secretary

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

No 49. ,
The SECRETARY, General Post Ofﬁce, Welhngton ‘to the Hon. the POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
’ Washington. -

Sir,— ' " General Post Office, Wellington, 14th Februa,ry, 1899.

I have the honour toinform you that, commencing with the “ Mariposa *’ leaving Auck-
land on the 20th March, steamers for San Francisco will be despatched from Sydney and Auck-
land two days later than heretofore——namely, on the Monday instead of the Saturday from
Auckla.nd I have, &oc., .

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Washington. W. Gray, Secreta.ry

[Same letter sent to the Postmasters, New York and San Francisco.]

No.. .50.

The SmcreTARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Drpury PosTMAsTER-GENERAL, Sydney.
SiR,— v General Post Office, Wellington, 14th February, 1899.

. Referring to the telegrams which have passed between the Premiers of.our:respéctive
colonies, I have the honour to “inform you that it has now been a,rranged that the steamers of the
San Francisco mail-service shall, commencing with the “ Mariposa” on the 20th March, leave
Auckland on the Monday instead of the Saturday as heretofore. This will, of course, involve a

correspondingly later departure from Sydney. I have, &e., -
The Deputy Postmaster- General, Sydney _ o ‘W. Gray, Secretary.
No. 51.
o The Hon. the PREMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL. :
(Telegram.) ~ Wellington, 14th Februa,ry, 1899. .

Sax Francisco service : Accelerated -railway-runring San Francisco-New. York: admits. through
time London shortened two days. Commencing next, month, mails leave' Auckland Monday, con-
necting New York with Wednesday fast stea,mer

No. 52.
The SECRETARY, Geneml Post Oi’ﬁce, Wellington, to the RESIDENT AGENT for New ZEALAND
San Francisco.
S1r,— General Post Office, Welhngton 14th February, 1899.
Referring to previous correspondence I ha.ve now the “honour to conﬁrm the ca.ble
message sent you to-day. ‘ .
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The cha.nge had been fully discussed with the managing director of the Union Steam Ship
Company, and acquiesced in by the Postmaster-General of New South Wales. Mr. Mills agreed
that, under ordinary circumstances, with a Monday instead of a Saturday departure from Auck-
land regular connection at New York should be made with the Wednesday fast steamers of the
American line for Southampton. It will, however, be necessary to despatch the steamers from
Auckland at noon, so as to allow the full contract-time for the voyage to San Francisco, and a
reagonable interval for the transfer of the mails from the steamer to the train for New York.

It will no doubt occasionally happen that the trains will reach New York late, and it is
assumed that it will be possible, whenever unavoidable, to detain the steamer for Southampton a
few hours for the mails. I shall be obliged, therefore, if you will communicate with the repre-
sentatives of the American line of steamers and the Postmaster, New York, to secure such
detention.

Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co., of New York, have been asked to use their influence in the
sanie direction.

It is highly lmporta,nt that the ﬁ1st mail under thie accelerated running should rea,ch London
on the due date. This should receive your special a.ttenmon

_ I have, &c’., i
H. Stephenson Smith, Esq., - W. Gray, Secretary. .~
Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco. ' - I

No. 83, =+ . :
The Hon. the PREMIER. t0 the AGENT-GENERAL.

SIR,— PBremier’s Office, Wellington, 14th February, 1899.

Referring to my letter of the 1st instant, I have now the honour to inform you that, the
Government of New South Wales: having agreed-to the San Franeisco steamers leaving Sydney
and Auckland two days later than .af present, it has been definitely decided to bring the change
into operation next month, of which I advised you by cable this morning.

By the new arrangement there should, under ordinary clrcumstances, be an assured con-
nection at New York with the Wednesday fast steamers of the American line for Southampton.
The trains, however, may occasionally reach New York late, and this may involve a short deten-
tion of the Atlantic steamers, which I am hopeful can be arranged. Messrs. Cameron and Co.
have been asked to use their good offices with' the steamship proprietary in this direction, and
Mr. Smith, our agent at.San’ Franciseo, will also approach the steamship company, as well as the
Postma.sber New:York, to the same end.

The change is one which will materially improve the service as a mail-line. Not only Wlll it
be possible for Wellington, Christchurch, and Dunedin, as well as Auckland, to reply by return
mail, but the time from the colony to London will be reduced to thirty days.

. I have, &ec.,
T. THOMPSON, for the Premler

. The Hon. W. P, Reeves, Agent- Genera.l for New Zea,land London, . e

No‘5’4

The RESIDENT AGENT for NEw ZEADAND, San Francisco, to the SEGRETARY General Post Ofﬁce,
, Wellington. ‘
(Telegram ) San Franclsco, 14th February, 1899.

RecoMMEND. you not fo despatch later Sunday. Connections too close, Fast German steamers
Tuesdays till July. * Germanic’’ sunk in harbour. No Atlantic steamer. 15th Februa,ry

: : No 55
The SECRETARY General Post - Ofﬁce, Welhngton to Messrs R. W CAMERON AND Oo, New
, v : : York. .
GENTLEMEN — General Post Office, Wellmgton 16th Februa,ry, 1899,

I have the honour, by direction, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
20th ultimo, enclosing copy of one addressed by you to the Agent-General for this colony-in
London, in answer to an inquiry as to whether mail-matter arriving at San Franeisco on Friday
would reach New York in time to catch the outgomg American line steamer on the followmg
Wednesda.y P

In reply, I have to inform you that the possibility of the mails fallmg to connect with the
Amenca,n line of steamers at New York on the Wednesday with a two-days later departure from:
Auckland was considered so very remote that, as you will have already learned from the Minister’s.
letter of the 10th irstant, it has been decided to:change the smhng day from Auckland from Satur.
da,y until the following Mondd.y I have, &c., -

- W. GRAY, Secretary

Mesers R w. Cameron and Co., 23, South Wllham Street ‘New York, .
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Lo + No. 56.

The SecrETARY, Geéneral Poxt Office, Wellington, to ‘the. ResipExt AGENT for, NEW ZEALAND,
’ . San Francisco. : ‘
(Telegram.) Wellington, 17th February, 1899.
Your telegram received yesterday. We intend to despatch Monday. Saving two days importaut.
Sunday undesirable. Slow German steamers frequently Tuesday. ' :

- No. 57,

Messrs. R. W. Cameron anD Co., New York, to the Hon. the PostuasrEr-GExErsn, Wellington.
SiR,— . , New York, 17th February, 1899.
T We have to acknowledge the receipt of your esteemed communication of the 19th ultimo
[see No. 32], in regard to New Zealand mails via San Francisco and New York.

" 'We have placed ourselves in communication with the Post Office in New York since the
receipt of your letter, and are assured by both the Superintendent of Foreign Mails and Superin-
tendent of Railway Mails that there is every prospect of the present service remaining in operation
until better time can bé made, of which there is some prospect, although the Government is very
well gatisfied with existing arrangement. ’ ' ‘

The time given by you in your communication now before us ig practically correct, except that
the fast mail-train leaves New York at 9.15 instead of 9 p.m., and the east-bound train reaches
New York at 5.15 instead of 5.35 a.m. We are, &ec., : ;

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. R. W. Camerox anxp Co.

No. 58

The Hon. the PrEMIER to the AGEN&-GENERAL.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 18th February, 1899.
San Frawcisco service: Stephenson Smith states Monday departure Auckland too close for
Wednesday connection New York. Disagree. What your opinion, Cameron’s? ’

No. 59.

e e The AeENT-GENERAL to the Hon. the PrEMIER. .

. ..(Telegram.) London, 20th February, 1899,

In ‘reply to your telegram of 18th, do not rely on mails leaving Auckland Monday catching
New York Wednesday steamer. - . i :

SN e

o No. 60.
The ResipENT AGENT for NEW ZBALAND, San Francisco, to the SECRETARY, General Post Qffice,
Wellington.
Sir,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 20th February, 1899.

T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your cable of the 14th, from which
I understand that, in order to save, if possible, the delay now frequently occurring at New
York awaiting steamer-connections, it is proposed to leave Auckland two days lafer, consequently
arriving ‘here on the Friday instead of on the Wednesday, the object being, I presume, to make a
close connection with the White Star and International Navigation Companies’ boats appointed to
leave New York on Wednesdays. - :
~*This change will give a very small margin for delays and accidents, as, if all goes right and
no delay occurs either on the Pacific voyage or on the overland carriage, the mails will arrive at
New York an hour and a half before the closing of the mails for the International vessels, and
three hours and a half before the closing for the White Star vessels. This, in my judgment, is too
" close a connection for practical working, and I fear will in winter often result in serious delay, as
no steamers leave New York between Wednesdays and Saturdays. And, as also I find by the
time-table issued by the North German Lloyds that the fast steamer * Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse ”
is scheduled to leave New York on Tuesdays, connecting with our mails during March, April, May,
June, and July, and the ‘“ Kaiser Friedrich ” will connect in September and October, I have
deemed it advisable to cable you as follows [see No. 54} o
To this cable I received your reply, dated 17th February, from which it would appear
that the department had concluded under any circumstances to carry the contemplated change of
date of departure into effect. I fear, however, the change will not work to the best interests of
the service in view of the good prospects there were of making fast through trips by the fast boats
of the North German Lloyds. Our best results lately have been by their vessels when the schedule
has been arranged so that we caught the ‘“ Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse,” and I regret that it was
not congidered feasible to make a Sunday departure from Auckland, as we should have then been
one day ahead at the outset, and had a good chance at the same time of making the Tuesday’s
connection with the ** Kaiser Wilhelm "’ at New York, '
In connection with this matter, your cable does not advise any alteration of the departing dates
from .this port, therefore I presume these dates will remain as at present, which will reduce the
time that the mail-vessel remains in this port to twelve days, which, if my presumption is.eorrect,
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will afford very little time for replies from the eastern centres, which has already received criticism
from Washington. This matter, however, has probably been contemplated, and such steps as may
be necessary taken in order to facilitate the matter. ' '

Referring to that portion of fmy cable of the 14th announcing the sinking of the
“ Germanie,” of the White Star line, and the consequent delay of the homeward mails, I would say
that a most remarkable combination of circumstances occurred whereby no Atlantic steamer was
available from New York on that date, the International Company’s ¢ Paris”’ having been detained
by the terrific Atlantic weather and having taken eleven days in crossing, the ‘ Germanic’™
accidentally sunk, and the North German Lloyds boat withdrawn, while a new time-table had been
compiled. = Our mails had therefore to be sent to Boston, and were fortunate enough to catch the
¢ Canada ” from that port on Thursday, she being, I presume, detained from Wednesday (ordinary
sailing-day), with little prospect, I fear, of arriving on contract date.

I have, &c.,
H. SrerrENsoN SmiTe, Resident Agent.
W. Gray, Esq., Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. :

No. 61.
The Cuier PostrasTER, Christchurch, fo the SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Christchurch, 24th February, 1899.
‘WiLn San Francisco mail arrive in colony two days earlier than hitherto ?
No. 62.
The SecreETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the CHier Posrmastrr, Christchurch.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 24th February, 1899.
San Fravcisco mail will arrive as at present advertised.
No. 63.
The Hon. the PreEMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 27th February, 1899.

Fr’isco service: Your telegram 20th—Monday departure .Auckland will be given trial. ' Past
twelve months steamers invariably arrived Fr'isco several hours before due. Railway-running
appears assured.

No. 64.
The Ma~NaciNe DirEcTor, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Hon. the PrEMIER,
: Wellington. .
(Memorandum.) Dunedin, 28th February, 1899.

In reference to our interview yesterday re mail-services, I gathered from you that you have been
advised that the Polynesian Company of San Francisco, which was formed for the purpose of
establishing a steam-service between San Francisco and Tahiti, has some intention of entering
the lists for the Australian service, either against us or in conjunction with the Oceanic Company,.
and that, under the circumstances, you are inclined to delay for a time considering any proposals
for the improvement of the San Francisco service, either in the direction of an improved monthly
service or a fortnightly service. , v

I would point out that, even if the Hanna-Payne Bill [see No. 113], now before Congress,
becomes law, it will be some time before any service can be started under its provisions, as some
time will be occupied in advertising and deciding the question, and then the boats have to be built, so
that it is not unlikely the best part of two years may pass before such a service can be initiated.

Failing the passage of this Bill, I should like to be able to place our friends, Messrs. Spreckels,
in a position to negotiate with their Government for aid of the same character as hitherto to such
a service as you would favour ; and with this end in view I should be glad if you could indicate
How far you would be prepared to go, subject, of course, to the approval of Parliament. :

In order to put the matter in a fair way for your consideration, I beg to suggest what in my
opinion would be fair lines to go upon. First.—Monthly service: Contract for seven years;
the two first years at present speed, and with remuneration something like the present basis;
for the remaining five years -fifteen- to sixteen-knot steamers at increased subsidy to be
arranged. Or, as an alternative, second.—Fortnightly service: Contract for seven years; for the
two first years at the present speed, with a subsidy of £10,000 from New South Wales and
guaranteed mail payments of not less than £25,000 from New Zealand, which is about twice
what ‘the. Fr'isco service earns at present; to be replaced for the balance of five years with new
and faster steamers, with increased subsidy as may be arranged. , -
~ T would point out that in the Hanna-Payne Shipping Bill a fortnightly service is apparently
not contemplated, as payments appear to be limited to sixteen departures during the year.

T would further point out that, even although the Hanna-Payne Bill becomes law, and a ser-
vice of sixteen- to seventeen-knot steamers is started under it, a substantial subsidy will be
required to induce them to call at New Zealand, as the detour is very considerable, and would
necessitate the employment -of three steamers; whereas for a service vid¢ Honolulu and Fiji to
Sydney two steamers could do the work easily, and the saving of one steamer would represent
over £50,000 per annum. J. Mirts,

The Right Hon. R. J. Seddon, Premier. T T e

3_F. 6.
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No. 65.

The SrcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the RESIDENT AGENT for NEW ZEALAND ‘
San Francisco.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 2nd March, 1899.

I have the honour to attach hereto copy of your cable message of the 15th ultimo
and my reply of the 17th -about the proposed. Monday despatch - from Auckland of the San
Francisco mail.

The Postmaster-General was of opinion that there was but a minimum risk of the mails by
the steamers leaving Auckland on Monday not connecting with the fast Wednesday boat from New
York. Since the nineteen-days service has been in: operation the steamers have reached San
Francisco on an average eleven hours ahead of time, and, as the accelerated railway-running
appears to be agsured, there seems little danger of the conrection not being made good. In any
case the Monday departure is to be given a trial, remembering that a material gain will be secured
under the new arrangement. - I have, &c.,

H. Stevenson Smith, Esq., ‘ W. Gray, Secretary.

Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco.’

No. 66.
The Hon. the PrEmIER to the AgENT-GENERAL.

Sir,— Premier’s Office, Wellington, 2nd March, 1899.

I have the honour to attach copy of my telegram of the 18th ultimo, yours of the 20th,
.and my reply of the 27th on the subject of the Monday despatch from Auckland of the San Fran-
eisco mail,

I am of oplnlon that there would be but a minimum risk of the mail not connecting with
the Wednesday fast steamer from New York. Since the nineteen-days service commenced the
steamers have inva,ria.bly arrived at San Francisco on an average eleven hours before time, and the
accelerated railway-running appears to be assured. I have therefore decided to give the Monday
departure a trial. 1 may say the contractors for the service do not think that there will be
any failure in the steamers arriving at San Francisco in ample time to connect with the Friday
evening fast mail-train for New York. I have, &ec.,

W C. WaLkeR, for the Premier.

The Hon. W. P. Reeves, Agent- Genera.l for New Zeala.nd London

- NO) 67-
The Hon. the PreEMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL.

Sir,— Premier’s Office, Wellington, 2nd March, 1899.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th January last
[see No. 22], transmitting copies of further letters from Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co., of New
York, relative to the forwarding of the New Zealand mails for the United Kingdom.

As advised by my letter of this date, it has been decided to adhere to the determination to
desgpatch the mails from Auckland to San Francisco on the Monday, as there is every reason to.
believe that connection with the fast Wednesday boat from New York will be made. .

, I have, &e.,
Ww. C. WALKER, for the Premier.

The Hon. W. P. Reeves, Agent-General for New Zealand, London.

No. 68.
" The Crirr POS’I’MASTER, Auckland, to the SmoreTARY, General Post Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Auckland, 8rd March, 1899.
Uxton Company here advertise Fr'isco maal steamer to leave at two p.m. on 20th March. I under-
stand she is to leave at noon. Would you arrange with head office of company, and 1nstructi me
at whlch hour steamer will lea.ve ? :

No. 69.

The SECRETARY, Genera,l Post Office, Wellington, to the ManaciNG DIRECTOR, Union- S'cea,m
Ship. Company, Dunedin. :
(Telegra,m) - Wellington, 8rd March, 1899.
Have you yet instructed your Auckland office that Fr iseo steamer leaves noon instead of bwo p m.
from twenbleth ?. Underst;and advertxsed for two o

- No. 70 -
The SECRE’I‘ARY, General Post Ofﬁce, Welhngton, to the Crmr POSTMASTER, Auckla,nd

(Telegram.) ’ - C ‘Welhngton 8rd March, 1899, -
Fr'1800 steamnér to leave at noon, , v ,
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No. 71.
The Hon. the Premier, Wellington, to the Hon. the CoroNiAL SkcreTary, Fiji.
Sir,— Premier’s Office, Wellington, 8th March, 1899.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the. 80th January:last
‘[see No. 37], inquiring whether this Government will arrange for the vessels of the San Francisco
service to call at Suva, and submitting reasons for the expediency of doing so. . o ‘
In reply, I have to inform you that this Government has given the subject every consideration,
but, in view of the facts that a compliance with the wishes of your Government would lengthen the
voyage by about eighteen hours, and that for years we have subsidised a direct steam-service
between Auckland and Fiji, it has reluctantly decided that it would not be justified in acceding o
your request. I have, &ec., . : :
. The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Fiji. W. C. WALKER, for the Premier.

: _ , No. 72. , S
The SuperRINTENDENT of ForrieN Mains, Washington, to the Hon. the POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Wellington. :

Post Office Department, Office of Foreign Mails, Washington, D.C.,
SIR,— 14th March, 1899.
Referring to your letter of the 14th.ultimo [see No. 49], advising this department that,
“ commencing with the ‘Mariposa’ leaving Auckland on the 20th- March; steamers. for San
Francisco will be despatched from Sydney and Auckland two days later than heretofore—
namely, on the Monday instead of the Saturday from Auckland”—1I have the honour, by direc-
tion of the Postmaster-General, to inform you that due notice of the same has been taken.
I have, &c., : C
‘N. M. Brooxs, Superintendent of Foreign Mails.
The Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand. S Co o

No. 73.

Messrs. R. W. CamMeron anp Co., New York, to the Hon. the PoSTMASTER-GENERAL, Wellington.

Sir,— ) New York, 14th March, 1899.

We have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed communication of the 10th
ultimo, and note that the arrangement about which you have been in correspondence has now been
consummated, and that the steamers for San Francisco will leave two days later than before; also
that the new arrangement will commence with the boat leaving Auckland in March.

We are sending a copy of your letter to the Postmaster in New York, and, unless something
unexpected occurs, see no reason why the connection.should not be made by which mails will arrive
in time to go forward by the Wednesday steamer from New York.

' We are, &c.,
: ' R. W. CameroN AxD Co.

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand. :

No. 74.

Messrs. R. W. CaurroN anp Co., New York, to the Hon. the PosTMasTER-GENERAL, Wellington.

SIR,— New York, 17th March, 1899,

We have the honour to enclose reply received from the Postmaster of New York, in regard
to the New Zealand mails from San Francisco making connection with our steamers sailing from
here on Wednesday. You will observe that the connection seems so certain that it is not

"probable there will be any occasion for special arrangement in connection with the transfer of
these mails. ‘ A o
We are glad to be in a position to send you this confirmation of our own belief, and also the
promise made by the Postmaster that every effort will be made here to insure such connection and
expedite despateh of mails. ) : ‘We are, &c., - _
. : R. W. Cameron axp Co.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand.

AP Enelosure in No. 74. -
. The PosTMasTER, New York, to Messrs. Cameron anD Co., New York.

. GENTLEMEN,— Post Office, New York, 16th March, 1899.
In reply to your communication of the 14th instant relative to letter, h'erewi.th returned,
of Postinaster-General at Wellington, New Zealand, I have to state that the mails from the
. Pacific coast will be due ab this office in ample time to connect with the Wednesday American or
the White Star line steamers, and it is not probable that there will be any cause for special
arrangements in connection with the transfer of these mails. ) :
Every effort, however, will be made to insure such connection and expedite their despatch.
Very respectfully, -~ -~
3 . : C. vax Corr, Postmaster, - .
~ Messrs. B. W. Cameron and Co., 28, South William Street, New Yorki, ~—~ -~ ~ - =
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No. 75.

The RmsibeExr AceENT for NEw Zraraxp, San Francisco, to the SEcreTaRY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Sir,— | Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 21st March, 1899.
o I have the honour ito acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 14th
February last [see No. 52].

. As I have already placed the department in possession of my views in respect of the change
of departure-date from New Zealand, it will not be necessary to make any comment, further than
to state that I have communicated with the International Steamship Company at New York, as
well as'the New York Post Office, soliciting their co-operation in securing a prompt connection
with their steamers for the homeward mails. I have also requested the Superintendent of the
United States Railway Mail-service at Chicago to wire me the date and hour of the departure of
the next east-bound mail from his office. It will be necessary, in my opinion, to have this infor-
mation furnished every month, so that I shall have some authentic information in case of delays
west of Chicago which may prevent connection at New York without pressure being put on the
steamship company to await arrival. . I have, &e.,

H. SrepHENsoN SuiTh, Resident Agent.
W. Gray, Bsq., Secreta,ry, General Post Office, Wellington.

No. 76.
The SecrETARY, General Post Office, to the Manaaing Dirrcror, Union Steam Ship Company
Dunedin.
General Post Office, Wellington, 23rd March, 1899.
SIR,— San Francisco Mail-service.

.. 1 have the honour, by direction, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th
December last [No. 18], and your unofficial memorandum. of the 28th ultimo, both on the
subject of a fast mail-service to and from San Francisco, and to inform you that your proposals
will have the Right Hon. Mr. Seddon’s careful consideration.

I am to say that, in view of the cessation of the contract for the Vancouver service, Govern-
ment will probably submit proposals to Parliament which will cover the whole question of ocean
mail-gervices. I have, &c.,

The Managing Director, W. Gray, Secretary.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

: , No. 77.
The Drpury PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Sydney, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.

Postal and Electric Telegraph Department, General Post Office, Sydney,
SiR,~ 25th March, 1899.

With reference to the recent alterations in the time-table between Sydney and San
Francisco, under which the steamers leave Sydney two days later than formerly, I have the honour
to point out that no arrangement was made with this department to change the hour of departure
from Sydney from 4 p.m., but it would appear that the time fixed has been made noon instead of
4 pm. If this time be adhered to, considerable difficulty will be experienced In transferring the
mails which arrive from Queensland by train, due at the Redfern Railway-station, Sydney, at
11.40 a.m., as well as the intercolonial mails from the southern colonies, should the train happen
to be a little late. In point of fact, this difficulty was experienced on the occasion of the departure
of the * Mariposa,” when it was impossible to get the mails down to the steamer in time, and she
had to be detained until 12.20 p.m.

I therefore trust you will consider that the circumstances justify the change in the hour of
departure of these packets from noon to, say, 1 p.m., with the understanding that on occasions
- when the trains may be running late the company will even wait as late as 2 p.m. for the mails.
have, &c., )

S. H. Lampron, Deputy Postmaster-General.
The Secretary, Geeneral Post Office, Wellington.

No. 78.
The SrcreTarY, Chamber of Commerce, Wellington, to the Hon. the PosTMASTER- GENERAL.
SiR,— : Wellington Chamber of Commerce, Wellington, 25th March, 1899.

In view of the approaching cessation of the Vancouver mail-service, the council of this
Chamber desires to respectfully urge upon the Government-the desirableness of such an extension
of the existing service vid San Francisco as would provide a fortnightly mail each way.

The council desires, however, to recommend that, as the Vancouver mail was specially
serviceable to the central and southern parts of the colony, the proposed additional service should
use Wellington as the New Zealand port of call, the alternate mails continuing to call at Auckland
as heretofore; o ,

It is also desired to suggest that, as an inward and outward trade of some importance had
grown up with Fiji by means of the Vancouver boats, the proposed additional steamers to and
from San Francisco might call at Fiji instead of Samoa with the view of conserving such trade.
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1 have the honour, by direction of the council, to submit these suggestions for the favourable
consideration of the Government. I have, &c.,
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. S. CarroLL, Secreta,ry

No. 79.

The Secrerary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SrcreTaRY, Chamber of Commerce,
Wellington.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 28th March, 1899

I have the honour, by direction, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th
instant, referrlng to the cessation of the Vancouver mail- -service, and suggesting that a fortnightly
service 74 San Francisco should be arranged, with Auckland and Wellington as alternate ports of
call ; and also that the steamers should call at Fiji instead of Samoa.

Tn reply, I am to inform you that the letter will be considered by the Postmaster-General. I
am, however, to point out that, were the suggestion adopted to make the detour to Fiji, the voyage
would be lengthened by about twenty hours, which, in view of the great wish to shorten the
journey, would not be desirable. I have, &e.,

The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Wellington. W. Gray, Secretary.

No. 80.
The Hon. the PREMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 29th March, 1899
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th ultimo [see No. 43],
covering copy of a letter from Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co., intimating that the New York postal
authorities were not yet able to say whether New Zealand mails reaching San Francisco on a
Friday could catch the American line steamer leaving New York on the following Wednesday ;
a.nd also confirming telegrams which have passed between us on the subject.
I have, &oc.,
W. C. WALKER, for the Premier.
The Hon. W. P. Reeves, Agent-General for New Zealand, London.

No 81.

The Hon. the PrEMIER to the AGENT-GENERAL,

SI1R,— Premier’s Office, Wellington, 29th March, 1899,
[First part of letter on Vancouver service: see No. 184.]

There is a general impression that a fortnightly mail-sexvice by way of San Francisco is best
suited to the mail requirements of this colony, and the withdrawal of the Vancouver service renders
it now probable that the question will be considered by Parliament. In view of such action, I
should be glad if you would bring the matter under the notice of the London Post Office, with the
object of ascertaining what support would be given to a fortnightly service. As full information
will be required by the time Parliament meets, you will, no doubt, press for an early reply. In the
meantime the Suez service will be utilised as far as may be found desirable.

I have, &e.,
The Hon. W. P. Reeves, Agent-General for New Zealand, London. R. J. Seoppox.
No. 82.
The SecreTARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DEPUTY PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Sydney.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 29th March, 1899.

Yours 25th just received. Alteration two days’ sailing-time San Francisco steamers not under-
stood alter bour departure Sydney. We did not move in the matter changing hour.

No. 88.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the ResipExT Agent for NEW ZEALAND
San Franecisco.

General Post Office, Wellington, 29th March, 1899.

Sir,— Vancouver Mail-service.
I have the honour to confirm my telegram of the 20th instant [see No. 176].

The cessation of the Vancouver mail-service now makes it probable that Parliament will take
an early opportunity of considering the desirability of establishing a fortnightly mail by way of
San Francisco. Inquiries are being made in the matter, and you will: be kept informed of the
progress of the negotiations. I have, &e.,

H. Stephenson Smith, Esq., W. Gray, Secretary.

Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco. - :
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The SECBETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the MaNAGING Dmnc',non Union - Steam
Ship Company, Dunedin.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 30th March, 1899.
SyoNey Post Office complains that sailing-hour of San Francisco steamers altered from 4 p.m. to
noon without any arrangement being made. Was not aware of this alteration. Please say why

~made. Sydney considers.l p.m. earliest hour at which steamers should sail, but would prefer
2 p.m. As you are no doubt aware, Queensland mails do not arrive at Redfern until 11.40 a.m.,
and Victorian and other colonial mails may be a little late at any time. Shall be glad if you will

_ instruct your Sydney manager by telegraph to arrange an hour which will meet wishes of Mr
La.mbton

No. 85.

The Manacineg Direcror, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Smcrerary, General
Post Office, Wellington. o :
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 30th March, 1899.
ARRANGED start noon from Sydney for winter months, enable steamers in case bad weather get
well up towards Auckland before dark. Point was not important under old time-table, as mail
reached Sydney on Sunday. Victoria and Queensland not parties contract. Do they require
special consideration? As their mails are small it should only be slight inconvenience despatch
da.y earller. Prefer adhere noon, but will cable Sydney office consult Liambton.

No. 86.

The SzcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the MaNAGING DIRECTOR, Umon Steam
Shlp Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram) -Wellington, 30th March, 1899.
I TrINK you should agree to meet convenience of Sydney Post Office by despatching Fr’isco mail-
steamer either 1 or 2 p.m. It would be a retrograde step to require Melbourne and Brisbane mails
to be closed twenty-four hours earlier than formerly.

_ ~ No. 87. s
The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to Messrs. R. W. CAMERON AND Oo New York.
’ GENTLEMEN — General Post Office, Wellington, 30th March, 1899.

I have the honour, by direction of the Hon. the Postmaster- General, to acknowledge the
receipt of and to thank you for your letter of the 17th ultimo [see No. 57), stating that you had
been assured that the present time-table of the railway-service betw een San Francisco and New
York would be continued until the service could be accelerated.

In reply, I have to inform you that, in the belief that the regularity of the trans-continental
service would be maintained, the Minister decided to give a trial to the proposal to despatch the
mail vi4 San Francisco from "Auckland two days later, with a view to a close connection with the
fast steamers of the American lme which leave New York on Wednesdays.

1 have, &c.,
Ww. GRAY, Secreta,ry

Messrs R. W. Cameron and Co., No. 23, South William Street, New York. -

No. 88.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the ResipeExt AeENT for NEwW ZBALAND,
Sa,n Francisco.

" SIR,— General Post Office, Welhngton 30th March, 1899.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo [see No. 607,
in reference to the recent change in the sailing-day of the mail vid San Francisco from Auckland
and confirming telegrams which have passed between us on the subject.

I duly received your letter of the 16th October last [see No. 104], with which you forwarded
‘copy of a letter sent by you to the Chairman of the Hawaiian Commissioners, urging that provision
be made in the proposed shipping laws to exempt foreign mail-steamers from the application of the
-.United States shipping and coastal laws, which I apologize for notIa;knowledgmg sooner.
ave, &c.,
H. Stephenson Smith, Esq., W. Gray, Secreta,ry
Res1dent Agent for New Zealand, Ban Francisco.
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B R No. 89. -
The SEORETARY General Post Office, Wellington, to the DEPUTY PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Sydney.
Str,— General Post Office, Wellington, 7th April, 1899.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, advising
that, without any consultation with your office, the sailing-hour of the San Francisco mail-steamers
from your port had been changed from 4 p.m. to noon, and pointing out the inconvenience of so
early a departure.

My telegram of the 29th idem informed you that the change had been made without the
knowledge of this office. Since then I have been in communication with the Managing Director of
the Union Steam Ship Company, informing him of your objections to the alteration, and have his
reply that noon was fixed for the winter months only to enable the steamers, in the event of bad,
weather, to get well up towards Auckland before dark. Mr. Mills, however, agreed to telegraph to,
his'¢émpany’s marager at Sydney to confer with you in the matter, and he has, no doubt met.
your wislies by fixing the sailing-hour at 1 or 2 p.m. -
v . I have, &c.,
_The Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney. ‘ ' W Gray, Secreta,ry

No. 90.
The SEORETARY, General Post ™ Office, Welhngton to the Mawaging Director, Union Steam
Slnp Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— - General Post Office, Welhnrrton, 4th April, 1899.
Herewith please find, in duplicate, contract for the conveyance "of mails between Sydney

and San Francisco for the year ended the 31st March. It is requested that both copies may be.
signeéd, one'to be retained by you and the other returned to this office.

I am directed by the Postmaster-General to say that a draft agreement for the further year’s:
extension W111 be submztted for approval in the course of a week or two.

o I have, &c., ‘

: ‘ " The Managing Director, W. Gray, Secretary.

‘ Unton Steamn Ship Compeny of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin. :

No. 91.
GONTRAGT FOR CoNVEYANCE oF OCEAN MAiLs.”

AGREEMENT between the Union Steam Sure Company or New Zeananp (Limrrep) and the
PosTuasTER-GENERAL of New Zealand.

AwmricLEs of agreement made and entered into this eleventh day of April, one thousand eight
hundred and ninety-nine, between the Right Honourable Richard John Seddon, the Post-
master-General of the Colony of :New Zealand, appointed as such Postmaster-General under
“The Post Office Act, 1881,” and acting for and on behalf of the Government of the said
colony, of the one part, an:d the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
carrying on business at Dunedin and elsewhere in the Colony of New Zealand (hereinafter
termed ‘“ the Company "), of the other part.

WHEREAS by arficles of agreement made on or ‘about the fourteenth da.y of August one thousand
eight hundred and ninety-five, between the then Postmaster-General of the said colony, of the one
part, and the Company, of the other part, for the considerations, in the manner, and on the terms
and conditions therein set forth, the company agreed to convey Her Majesty’s mails and other mails
ag therein mentioned between the Ports of Sydney, Auckland, Apia, Honolulu, San Francisco, ‘and
any ports intermediate between Auckland and San Francisco as therein provided, during a period
of three years to be computed from the fifteenth day of November, one thousand eight hundred
and ninety-four: And whereas the period for which the said agreement (hereinafter referred to
as *‘ the original contract”) was made has now expired, but by mutual arrangement between the
parties hereto the Compa.ny is continuing to perform the said service up to and including the
thirty-first day of March, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, upon the terms of the
original contract, so far as the same are applicable; and a true copy'of such contract is*hereunto
annexed: And whereas on or about the thirteenth day of December, 1897, the:House of Repre-
sentatives of the said colony passed the following resolutions, that is to say,~ ¢
¢ Resolved,—
(1) That this- House authorisés the Government to extend: the San
- service for twelve months from the 318t March, 1898.
“(2) That the basis of payment for the conveyance of mails from Ne Eeala,nd to San
Francisco shall be at the rate of 10s. 5d. per. pound for letters, 1s. per. pound for
hooks, packets, &c., and 6d. per pound for newspapers, with a guaranteed minimum
‘ payment of £7, 500. 2y
“(3.) That the port of call in the colony shall be Auckland.
“(4.) That the time between San Francisco and Auckland shall not exceed mneteen days.
“(8.) That no bonus shall be paid for early arrival, and penalties .at.the rate of £4 an
hour to be enforced only when late delivery exceeds forty-eigh$. hours;
. ‘¢(6.). That.at least one New-Zealand- .owned steamer shall be employed in the service,
* ¢ (7.) That the steamers to be employed shall be of not less than 3,000 gross reglstered
.. tonnage.
(8) That all pa,yments or contributions from Grea,t Britain and otlaer countrles sh&ll be
‘ recelvable by the contractors, - . . g g

neisco mail-
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“(9.) That the passenger rates and rates for freights shall be mutually agreed upon, and
be fixed and embodied in the contract.
¢ (10.) That the provisions of the existing agreement, where not at variance with these
conditions, shall apply to any new contract made under this authority.
‘“(11) That a clause be embodied in the contract providing that not less than the current
rate of wages ruling in New South Wales for steamboat seamen shall be paid by
the contractor.”

Now, therefore, these presents witness that for the purpose of giving effect to the said reso-
lutions the Company doth, for itself, its successors and assigns (so far as the agreements and
covenants hereinafter contained are to be observed and performed by the Company), hereby covenant
with the Postmaster-General of the Colony of New Zealand and his successors in office, and the
said Postmaster-General doth, for and on behalf of himself as such Postmaster-General, and his
suceessors in office respectively, and the Government of the colony for which he is such Postmaster-
General, hereby covenant with the Company and its successors in manner following, that is to
say,—

Y 1. The Company shall from time to time, and at all times hereafter, during a period of twelve
calendar months, computed from the thirty-first day of March, one thousand eight hundred and
ninety-eight, unless previously terminated in pursuance of any provision of these presents, convey
all Her Majesty’s mails which, and all other mails of whatever country or place which, the
Postmaster-General shall from time to time and at any time require the Company to convey from
and to the following ports—that is to say, Sydney, Auckland, Apia, Honolulu, San Francisco, and
any port or ports intermediate between Auckland and San Francisco at which the steam-vessels
employed under this contract may call, or any of such ports, and within the respective times and in
manner hereinafter provided for.

2. 8o long as the whole or any part of the services hereby agreed to be performed ought to be
performed in pursuance of this contract, the Company shall and will provide and keep seaworthy
and in complete repair and readiness for such purpose a sufficient number of, and not less than three,
good, substantial, and efficient screw steam-vessels of the first class, and fully equal to class 100 A1,
Lloyd's Register, and of not less gross register tonnage than three thousand tons each, constructed
of iron, and propelled by first-rate engines of adequate power for the performance of the voyages
within the times hereinafter specified, and having spar decks and large capacity for passengers and
cargo, and ample ventilation for passing through tropical climates.

3. At least one of the said steamers to be so employed in the performance of this contract shall
be owned in the Colony of New Zealand, and all of such vessels so employed shall each, according
to its capacity, carry all the freight and passengers which may be reasonably offered or obtained,
and at tariff rates, both as to passengers and freight, not exceeding those hereinafter set forth, that
is to say,—

‘ Passenger Bates.

To and from Auckland and Apia and Homolulu.

Apia. Honolulu.

£ s d. £ 8 d

Saloon, single ... .. 1210 0 30 0 0

s return... .. %0 00 45 0 0

Steerage, single ... 610 O 15 0 0
" return ... 1010 0

To and from Auckland and San Framcisco.

Saloon, single, £40; steerage, £16.
” return, £60 ; " £30.

From and to southern ports and Auckland : Ordinary coastal fares from or to Auckland, less
10 per cent., in addition to above.

Freights.
From Auckland to Apia and Honolulu.

. Apia. Honolulu.
General cargo ... 40s. per 40 cubic feet ... 40s. per 40 cubic feet.
Vegetables, in cases ... 2Js. " w9258, "

To Auckland from Apia and Honolulu.
General cargo ... 40s. per 40 cubic feet ... 40s. per 40 cubic feet,
Fruits, in cases ... 25s. "

Auckland to San Francisco.

: ‘General cargo ... 50s. to:60s. per ton, 40 cubic feet.
Skins e ... 3bs. to 40s, . of 2,2401b.
Hides . ... ... 32s. 6d. " .

San Francisco to Auckland. .
General cargo ...  $8 fo $10 per 40 cubic feet measurement,
Canned goods ... $8to $10 . ”
Salmon ... ... $8to %9 ”
Hops ‘on .. $8to $10 "
Wheat, flour, &c. ... ... $6 to $8 per 2,0001b.
Bicyeles ... $7 50 cents and upwards,

An additional rate of 10s. 6d. per ton to and from main ports south of Auckland, which includes
dues and labour at Auckland transhipping: : -

Provided that no discrimination shall be made as regards tariff rates for either freights or
passengers in any manner directly or indirectly against any New Zealand port, or against the New
Zealand Government railways, or against any New Zealand merchant or shipper.
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4. The wages to be paid to seamen by the Company in respect of the vessels employed under
this contract shall not be less than the current rate of wages payable for the time being in New
South Wales for steamship seamen engaged or employed for voyages beyond the Australian
Colonies.

5. The mails shall be safely conveyed from San Francisco to Auckland within four hundred
and fifty-six hours, and to Syduney in five hundred and seventy-six hours, and from Sydney and
from Auckland to San Francisco respectively within a like period, such times to be calculated as
provided in the original contract. .

6. The liability of the Postmaster-General under this contract shall only extend to outward
mails fromn New Zealand, and in respect of such mails the Postmaster-General will pay the Com-
pany at the following rates : Letters at ten shillings and fivepence per pound; books, packets, and
printed matter other than newspapers at one shilling per pound; and newspapers at sixpence per
pound: such rates being calculated on the net weight of the respective mail-matter hereinbefore
mentioned actually carried. But all letters, books, packets, printed matter other than newspapers,
and newspapers sent from New Zealand to Australia shall not be deemed part of an outward mail :

Provided that, if the sums to be paid to the Company under this contract shall not amount to
the sum of seven thousand five hundred pounds per annum, the Postmaster-General shall pay to
the Company such a sum as will make up the difference between the amounts actually so paid and
the said sum of seven thousand five hundred pounds.

7. During the continuance of this contract, and so long as the same shall be faithfully carried
out by the contractors, no charge for harbour-dues, dock-dues, or other rates shall be made or levied
under ‘The Harbours Act, 1878,” or any amendment thereof, or under any special Act in that
behalf at the Port of Auckland for any of the steam-vessels employed in carrying out this contract,
and all such vessels shall be exempt therefrom accordingly.

8. All the provisions of the original contract shall (except where altered, extended, or modified
by the terms of these presents) extend and apply to this contract, and be deemed to be incorpo-
rated herewith, and shall take effect from time to time as occasion arises in respect of the services
to be performed hereunder, and otherwise in relation thereto or in connection therewith, as if the
provisions of the original contract (except as aforesaid) had been fully set forth herein and were
still in full force.

In witness whereof the Postmaster-General hath hereunto set his hand and seal, and the
Company hath hereunto caused its common seal to be affixed, the day and year first
above, written.

Signed, sealed, and delivered by the Right Honourable Richard
John Seddon as Postmaster-General of New Zealand, in the
presence of T. H. Hauer, t R. J. Seppon. (L.8.)

Private Secretary to Premier,
Wellington, New Zealand.
The common seal of the Union Steam Ship Company of New

Zealand (Limited) was hereunto affixed in the presence of— | UNioN StEAM SHIP (Bs.) .
. L Company oF NEwW
Gro. McoLEax,) Directors of the ZeAvaNp (LiMiTED).
James Minus, } said Company.

[INDORSEMENT.]—AGREEMENT for RENEWAL for twelve months ending 31st March, 1900.

MEmoRANDUM of AGREEMENT, made this twentieth day of July, one thousand eight hundred
and ninety-nine, between the Right Honourable Ricmarp JomN SEDDON as such Postmaster-
General, and acting as within described, of the one part, and the Uxion Steam Smrp Com-
paNY OF NEw Zeanaxp (LimiteDp), also within described, of the other part, witnesseth that, in
order to give effect to certain resolutions passed by the House of Representatives on or about the
twenty-eighth day of October last past, so far as the same relate to the San Francisco mail-
service provided for in the within-written contraet, it is hereby mutually agreed between the parties
hereto that the within-written contract, dated the eleventh day of April, one thousand eight
hundred and ninety-nine, shall be and the same is hereby deemed to have continued in force, and
is hereby continued and extended, for the period of twelve calendar months, such continuation and
extension to take effect as on and after the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and
ninety-nine : And it is hereby also mutually declared and agreed that all the terms and provisions
of the within-written contract shall be and be deemed to be operative in respect of these presents
and the services hereby intended to be provided for, with such modifications as are necessary to
render the same effective.

In witness whereof the Postmaster-General hath hereunto set his hand and seal, and the
Company hath hereunto caused its common seal to be affixed, the day and year first above
written.

Signed, sealed, and delivered by the Right Honourable Richard
John Seddon as Postmaster-General of New Zealand, in the
presence of — R. J. Seppox. (T.s.)
W Gray,
Secretary, Post and Telegraph Department.

The common seal of the Union Steam Ship Company of New : .
Zealand (Limited) was hereunto affixed in the presence of—] Unrton SteEaM SHIP (L.s.)
. CompPany oF NEw
A. W. Mogris,) Directors of the ’ ZEATAND (LIMITED.)
J. R. JonEs, } Company. ) ,

4—F. 6.
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No. 92.

The MANAGING Dirrcrtor, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SrCRETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington. R
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin,
S1r,— ' 12th, April, 1899.

T have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 4th instant, enclosing’

contract, in duplicate, for the conveyance of mails between Sydney and Francisco for the year
ended 31st March last. These have been duly signed and sealed, and I now have the pleasurs
to return you one copy as requested. : , 4

I note that a draft agreement for a further year’s extension will be submitted to the company
for approval in the course of a week or two. , ,

I have, &c., :
T. W. WaiTsox, for Managing Director,
W. Gray, Esq., Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. .

No. 93.
The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to Messrs. R. W. Cameron anp Co., New York.
GENTLEMEN,— " General Post Office, Wellington, 15th April, 1899,

I have the honour, by direction, to acknowledge the receipt of and to thank you for your
letter of the 17th ultimo, enclosing copy of one addressed to you by the Postmaster, New York,
stating that the homeward New Zealand mails sent vid San Francisco would reach New York in
ample time to connect with the steamers of the American dr the White Star line on the Wednesday,
that it was not probable there would be any need for special arrangements in regard to the transfer
of the mails, and that every effort would be made to expedite their despatch and to insure the
desired connection.

In reply, I have to say.that the Postmaster-General is pleased to have this assurance, that
there will be no interruption in the present railway-running from San Francisco, and that the
Wednesday connectipn will be made at New York without fail. ,
: - T have, &ec.,

W. Gray, Secretary.
Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co., 23, South William Street, New York. )

No. 94.

The SmcreTARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the REsipENT AgENT for NEW ZREALAND,
San Francisco.

SrR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 15th April, 1899,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st ultimo, detailing
the action taken by you to insure the homeward New Zealand mails making connection at New
York with the Wednesday steamer.

From the enclosed copy of letter addressed to Messrs. R. W. Cameron and Co. by the Post-
master, New York [see Enclosure in No. 74], it will be seen that there is no apprehension of an
interruption to the present railway-running between San Francisco and New York, and that the
mails will reach the latter city in ample time to connect with the steamers of the American
or the White Star line on Wednesday. I have, &c., .

H. Stephenson Smith, Esq., - W. Gray, Secretary,

Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco.

No. 95.
' The SkecreTARY, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, to the Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL,
: Wellington. )
Sir,— Canterbury Chamber of Commeree, Christchurch, 19th April, 18'99.

I have the honour to inform you that at a meeting of the committee of this Chamber it
was . decided to urge upon the Government the desirability of making Wellington the port of call
and departure for the mail-service vid San Francisco.

May I ask you to kindly give the matter your favourable consideration ?
_ I have, &ec.,
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. H. Axminn Aprey, Secretary.

No. 96.

The SEcrRETARY, General Post Office; Wellington, to the Smcrmrary, Canterbury Chamber of
. ~ Commerce, Christchurch. ‘ ’ ,
SiR,— ' General Post Office, Wellington, 25th April, 1899.
I have the honour, by the direction of the Hon. the Postmaster-General, to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, advising that the commiftee of your Chamber desired

s



to urge upon Government the desirability of making Wellington a port of call and departure for
the mail-service vid San Francisco, and, in reply, t0 say that the representations will receive due
consideration. I have, &e., :
W. GraAy, Secretary.
The Secretary, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchureh.

No. 97. ‘
The SecreTaRY, Chamber of Commerce, Nelson, to the Hon. the POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Wellington. '

Sir,— Nelgon, 1st May, 1899.

I have the honour, by direction of the Chamber of Commerce, to forward you the follow-
ing copies of resolutions passed at a recent meeting of that body :— C

1. “That the secretary write to the Postmaster-General, urging on the Government the
advisability of making Wellington the port of call and departure of the San Francisco mail-
service,” ' Co

2. ¢“That it is the opinion of this Chamber that it is desirable the steamer for Sydney should
be timed to leave Wellington so as to connect with the Snez mail-service from Australia.”

I have, &c.,
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. Joun P. Harris, Secretary.
No. 98.
The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Welh’ngton; to the SEcrETARY, Chamber of Commerce,
Nelson.
SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 4th May, 1899.

T have the honour, by direction of the Hon. the Postmaster-General, to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, forwarding copy of resolutions passed at a meeting of. the
Chamber of Commerce, Nelson, urging that Wellington should be made the port of call and
departure of the San Francisco mail-service, and that the steamer leaving Wellington for Sydney
should be timed to connect with the Suez mail-service from Australia.

1 have, &c.,
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Nelson. W. Ggray, Secretary.
No. 99.
The SucreTaRY, Chamber of Commerce, Stratford, to the Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL,
‘ Wellington.
Dear Sin,— Stratford, 22nd May, 1899.

I am directed by the executive of the Chamber of Commerce, Stratford, to forward you
copy of resolution passed at their last meeting, as follows:  That this Chamber join in protesting
against the proposed diversion of the San Francisco mail-service from Auckland to Wellington,
and that copy of resolution be forwarded to the Auckland Chamnber of Commerce and the Postmasgter-
General.”’ I have, &c.,

‘ J. Burrer Barcryman, Hon. Secretary.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington.

No. 100.

The SecreTary, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch, to the SEorETARY, General
' Post Office, Wellington.

Sir,— Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch, 23rd May, 1899.

1 am directed by the committee of this Chamber to draw your attention to the serious
inconvenience caused to merchants and business-men- generally by the delivery of the San Fran-
cisco mails on the last two occasions almost immediately before the closing of the same outgoing
mail, and to respectfully ask whether this cannot be avoided in future.

The committee also consider that there was unnecessary delay at New Plymouth in despatch-
ing the last outgoing mail, and would be pleased if you would kindly favour them with your views
on the above matters. I have, &c.,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. H. Anrinn ApLEy, Secretary.

No. 101.

The Sucrurary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEGRETARY, Canterbury Chamber of
’ Commerce, Christchurch,

SR, — General Post Office, Wellington, 31st May, 1899.

I have the honour to refer to your letter of the 23rd instant, in connection with the
delivery in Christchurch of the last two mails vid San Francisco imme{hately. before the closing of
the return mail, and alleging delay at New Plymouth to the last outgoing mail. : )

I shall be glad to be informed, with regard to the last paragraph of your letter, what is really
inferred, as I am unaware of any delay at New Plymouth which could reasonably be taken excep-
tion to. I have, &ec.,

W. Gray, Secretary.

The Secretary, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch
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No. 102. .

The Smcmrerary, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch, to the Secrrraky, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Sir,— Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch, 16th June, 1899.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st May, on the
subject of the San Francisco mail, and, in reply, beg to state that it was an error on my part in-
serting the last paragraph in my previous letter with reference to delay at New Plymouth.

This Chamber fully recognises that the Post-office Department did everything possible under
the unfavourable circumstances attending the despateh of the mail referved to o forward the mail

to Auckland. I have, &c.,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. H. AnrTint, ApLEY, Secretary.
No. 108.
‘WARRANT.

His Excellency the GoverNor to the Hon. the PoSTMASTER-GENERAL.
To the Right Hon. Richard John Seddon, Postmaster-General.

I~ pursuance of the provisions of section eight of ‘The Post Office Act, 1881,” I, Uchter John
Mark, Earl of Ranfurly, Governor of the Colony of New Zealand, do hereby direct you, Richard
John Seddon, Postmaster-General of the said colony, to enter into a contract on behalf of the
Government of the said colony with the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited)
for the carriage of mnails each way between Auckland and San Francisco for the period from the
first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, to the thirty-first day of March
inclusive, one thousand nine hundred, the contract to be subject in all respects to the terms and
conditions of the resolutions attached hereto, passed in the House of Representatives on the third
day of November, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight.

Given under my hand, at Wellington, in the said colony, this twenty-second day of June, one
thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine. RANFURLY.

DEPARTURE FROM AMERICAN PORTS.
No. 104.

The ResipeEnT AcunT for NEw ZErsnanp, San Francisco, to the SrcreTARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

SIR,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 16th October, 1898.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 13th Septem-
ber last [No. 11, F.-6s, 1898], acknowledging my letter of the 30th July, covering the report
on the Canadian Pacific mail route, and informing me that you propose to adopt some of the sug-
gestions therein contained.

The ¢ Warrimoo ” is again reported late at Vancouver, and the mails did not go forward from
that place before Saturday, and consequently did not leave New York until yesterdaylby the
“ Campania.” I do not know where these delays occur, but no doubt the Mail Agents duly advise
you. It is quite unfortunate, now that the fast steamers are scheduled to connect on Tuesdays,
that the Pacific steamer is so slow that the benefit does not accrue to the service.

Enclosed I send copy of a communication addressed by me to the Chairman of the Hawaiian
Commissioners, in which I have endeavoured to induce them to include in their recommendations
to Congress some modification of the United States coasting-laws, whereby a New-Zealand-
owned vessel can continue in the mail-service vid Honolulu. The Chamber of Commerce and
other local commercial bodies have petitioned the Commissioners to at once apply the existing
laws to the shipping between California and the Hawaiian Islands, so it is doubtful whether I can
effect much. T trust, however, you will not consider the effort unwise.

I have, &e.,

H. SrepueENnsoN Swmirs, Resident Agent.
W. Gray, Hisq., Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

Enclosure in No. 104.

The Rusipent AcENt for NEw Zearanp, San Francisco, to the CHAmmMAN of the Hawaiian
Commission, Springfield, Illinois.

S1R,— - San Francisco, Tth October, 1898,

I have the honour, in availing myself of the permission to address you contained in your
communication of the 1st instant [not printed], to present the following statement for your con-
consideration :—

In order to lay the matter before you in an intelligent manner, I would preface my remarks
with a brief statement of the history of the mail-contract services that have existed for more than
twenty-five years, ved San Francisco, between the Australasian Colonies and the United States.

Early in the seventies the New Zealand Goverment entered into a contract with a citizen of
the United States for the establishment of a mail-service between the colonies and San Francisco,
as a portion of a through service to Great Britain. This service was maintained at a large subsidy
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by the Colony of New Zealand alone for soms years. The Colony of New South Wales was later
induced to contribute temporarily ; but, as the Government of that colony was expeditiously and
satisfactorily served by its service vid Suez, its contribution was not regular, and wasg withdrawn in
1890. Thus the whole burden of maintaining this expensive service again reverted to the Colony
of New Zealand, the situation at the present writing being that New Zealand is (with the excep-
tion of a nominal re-coutribution from New South Wales) now making the entire foreign contribu-
tion to this service.

In January, 1891, however, the United States Government, evidently in recognition of the
benefit derived from this long-established Australasian connection, authorised a subsidy to the line,
and later (I think in 1897) made an additional contribution. But these contributions did not in
any degree diminish the sum contributed by the New Zealand Government.

The commercial benefits derived from the maintenance of this line have from the inception
been very largely in favour of the United States. In fact, I think it can be truly stated that the
excess of the benefits received by the United States over those received by the Australasian Colo-
nies have in the past twenty-five years amounted to many millions of dollars.

My object in presenting this epitome of the service is to endeavour to establish, on behalf of
my Government, a claim to an equitable consideration by the United States of such interests as
the citizens of New Zealand may have in the formulating of laws in connection with the commerce
of the Hawailan Islands now that they are under the Government of the United States, and
thereby amenable to the coastal laws of this country.

The mail contract now in existence between the New Zealand Government and the contractors
contains a provision (clause No. 6) ag follows: «That at least one New-Zealand-owned steamer
shall be employed in the service.”” The contract which contains this provision will expire on the
31st day of March next. And should the recommendation to Congress by your honourable Com-
mission be of such a nature as to advocate the adoption in their entirety of the existing United
States coastal laws relating to shipping intercourse between their lately acquired possessions, it
would, I fear, prevent the continuance of the employment of a New-Zealaid-owned vessel as pro-
vided for in the contract, and thus seriously jeopardize the renewal of the present contract, which
in the past has been of such predominating benefit to United States manufacturers and merchants,
as well as divert, to a large extent, this increasing trade to other channels; and also deprive
my Government of the advantages it enjoys of a twice-monthly mail route to Great Britain.

The danger of discontinuing the service is muclr enhanced by the lately established mail-
service to Great Britain véé Vancouver, B.C., a service heavily subsidised by the Canadian, Aus-
tralian, New Zealand, and British Governments.

I would therefore, with due respect, submit that the New Zealand Government is entitled to
some consideration in a matter closely affecting its own citizens, and I would ask the earnest
consideration of your honourable Commission to the end that some provision might be incorporated
in your recommendation to Congress that would make an exception (in whole or in part) to the
application of the United States coastal laws as applied to foreign-owned vessels, which would
permit their employment in what may be considered international mail-services, especially as
applied to the Hawaiian Islands, which so prominently stand on the highway of commerce.

Sincerely trusting that these crude remarks inay serve to enlist your kind interest, and that
your honourable body in its wisdom may feel disposed to favourably consider some modification
of the existing laws in the direction indicated by this communication,

I have, &e.,
H. STErHENSON SMITH,
The Hon. S. M. Cullom, Resident Agent for New Zealand.

U.8. Senator and Chairman of the Hawaiian Commission, Springfield, Iil.

No. 105.

The SeckeTany, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SursriNtENDENT of Forwvrax MAILs,
Washington.

SIR,— General Post Otffice, Wellington, 5th November, 1898.

I have the honour to inform you that the Mail-agent by the last voyage of the
R.M.S. «Alameda’” reports that four bags (three for Honolulu and one for Syduey) for trans-
mission by the ¢ Alameda” were left behind at Ogden on the 5th uliimo.
You will no doubt take due notice of the irregularity which resulted in the mail-steamer being
detained at San Francisco for eight houyrs. I have, &e.,
The Superintendent, W. Gray, Secretary.
Office of Foreign Mails, Post Office Department, Washington, D.C.

No. 106.

The SecreTary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Mavacine Dirrcror, Union Steam
Ship Company, Dunedin. ‘
Srr,— General Post Office, Wellington, 146h November, 1898.

I have the honour to inform you that the Mail-agent by the * Alameda’ on her last
voyage reports [not printed] that the Oceanic Steamship Company was advised by the Railway
Travelling Post Office on the afternoon of the 5th October that twenty-five bags of mail had been
lett behind at Ogden, and that the destinations were not known. On receipt of the information it
appears that Messrs. Spreckels’ agent, without consulting the Mail Agent or the postal authorities
in San I'rancisco, posiponed the sailing of the steamer until 10 p.m. on the 6th October. The in-
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formation came to hand on the morning of that date that only four bags—three for Honolulu and
one for Sydney——to go forward by the ¢ Alameda’” were amongst those delayed. It is considered
that the time of sailing should not have been altered until more definite information came to hand,
but in any case the Resident Agent for this colony, or the Mail Agent, should have been consulted.
In future instances of the kind you will no doubt instruct that this shall be done.
I have, &c.,
The Managing Director, W. Gray, Secretary.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin. :

[Read here No. 238.]

No. 107.

The Manacive Dirgoror, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcreETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin,
Sir,— 21st November, 1898.

I have to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 14th instant, with regard to the post-
poning of the sailing of the “ Alameda.” We have sent a copy of your letter to our San Francisco
agents, Messrs. J. D. Spreckels and Brothers Company, and at the same time have asked them to
consult the Resident Agent for this colony or the Mail Agent when altering the times of steamers’
sailings. I have, &c., '

T. W. Warrson, for Managing Director.
W. Gray, Bsaq., Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

, No. 108.
The ReEsmuNT AGENT tor NEw ZEALAND, San Francisco, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office,
Wellington.
StR,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 30th November, 1898.

In reference to the delay reported in the despatch of the last steamer for the colonies
from this port, I have the honour to enclose a communication received from the New York Post
Office in response to my letter of inquiry into the cause for the delay. The action of the captain
of the “ Etruria,” as reported, would appear to be a remarkable one, and I presume the depart-
ment will refer the matser to the head office of the Cunard Company. The delay at this end was
a little over ten hours.

I have also to report another case of detention to-day caused by the misconnection of an
important portion of the eastern American mail, which caused some twelve hours’ detention at
this port. In connection with this matter, I enclose copies of telegrams received by me from the
New York office, and also desire to point out that, in authorising this detention, I have not strictly
obeyed the instructions contained in your communicaticn of the 18th September last [No. 97, F.-6,
18981, as that letter only authorises a detention when the ‘“entire mail has not connected.” 1
would state that such a contingency is scarcely possible, as the United States mail is made up of
contributions from many sources en route, and does not at any time entirely depend on any one
train. In view, however, of the fact that the department is indebted to the New York office for
many acts of consideration by its officials, in very prompt and zealous handling of our mails to
make the close connections often required at the Atlantic seaboard, I trust the department will
approve of my action in this case; and, further, I would ask that the department modify the
instructions contained in the letter referred to, so as to leave this matter to my discretion.

) I have, &c.,
H. SreprEnsoN SumiTh, BResident Agent.

W. Gray, Esq., Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

Enclosure 1 in No. 108.
The Postmaster, New York, to the Resipunt AcENT for NEW ZeALanD, San Francisco.

Dear Sik,— Post Office, New York, 21st November, 1898,

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your favour under date of the 10th instant [not
printed], and, in reply to the second paragraph contained therein, have to say that the delay in
despatch from New York of the four sacks of Australian mail was due to refusal of the captain of
the s.s. < Btruria ”’ to deliver all the mails to the mail-boat-at quarantine. This resulted in part
of the mail being delivered at the General Post Office, but not in time for the four sacks in ques-
tion to be forwarded by the 9 p.m. train of the New York Central and Hudson River Railroad
on the 29th October. They were consequently delayed for the 8.45 a.m. train next day.

The excuse offered by the Cunard Company for failure of the s.s. ‘ Htruria's” captain to
deliver all the mail to the mail-boat is that the captain was anxious to dock the steamer before
sundown, so that the passengers could disembark.

Very respectiully,
Mr. H. Stephenson Smnith, C. van Corr, Postinaster.

Resident Agent of the New Zealand Government, San Francisco,
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Enclosure 2 in No. 108.

The Postmaster, New York, to the RESIDENT AGENT for NEw ZEALAND, San Franecisco.

(Telegram.) New York, 28th November, 1898.
Last instalment Australian mails from this office misconnected. Leaves Chicago this afternoon.
Important mail. Hold steamer if possible.

[““ Moana "’ detained : sailed 1st December.]

Enclosure 3 in No. 10é.

The Postmaster, New York, to the RusipENT AGENT for NEw ZrALAND, San Trancisco.

(Telegram.) New York, 29th November, 1898,
Many thanks. Twenty-six sacks. Important American business mail.

No. 109.

The AGENT-GENERAL to the Hon. the PrREMIER.
(Telegram.) London, 13th December, 1898,
San Francisco Vancouver services: It is very important if it can be arranged so that they may
be delivered New York three hours earlier. Will communicate with Camerons with the object of
endeavouring to arrange accordingly.

No. 110.

The ResipeENT AgeENT for NEw Zpearanp, San Francisco, to the SEcrETarY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

SIR,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 27th December, 1898.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 10th November,
with enclosures [see No. 12i, informing me of the passing by the House of Representatives of a
resolution authorising the Government to extend the San Francisco and Vancouver mail-services
for one year from the lst April, 1899; and, further, that the department was in communication
with the shipping companies on the subject. »
I have also the honour to enclose herewith memoranda received from various divisions of the
United States railway mail-service relative to the misconnection of a portion of the outward mail
for the colonies, causing the detention of the mail-steamer at this port in October last; also a
communication from the New York office in explanation of the causes operating to occasion a
similar delay in the departure of the December outward mails.
I have, &e.,
H. SreraENson SurrH, Resident Agent.
W. Gray, Esq., Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

Eneclosure 1 in No. 110.

The BEsmEeNT AcENT for NEWw ZEAnAND, San Francisco, to the SUPERINTENDENT, Railway
Mail-service, Chicago.
Sir,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 10th November, 1898.

I have the honour to request that you will be good enough to inform me, if it is in your
power, of the cause of the detention of some twenty-five sacks of mail destined to New Zealand
ports and other ports of the Pacific on or about the 2nd October [for despateh by ** Alameda, :”
sailed 6th October]. Inquiries are being made in reference to the delay which detained the
contract steamer some twelve hours, and, if possible, I desire to be in a position to give an
intelligent explanation of the circumstance. I have endeavoured to obtain this information from
Mr. Thall at this end, but as he states that the delay occurred prior to the mails reaching his
division he is not in a position to give the information sought. I therefore again trespass upon.
your usual kind attention in the matter.

Regretting troubling you, I have, &e.,
' H. SteErHENSON SMmITH,
, . . Resident Agent for New Zealand.
L. L. Troy, Esq., Superintendent, Railway Mail-service, Chicago.

Enclosure 2 in No. 110.

The SuprriNTENDENT, Railway Mail-service, New York, to the Resipent AgeExT for New
ZwuALAND, San Francisco. .

Railway Mail-service, Office of Superintendent, New York,

(Memorandum.) 1st December, 1898. . :
In reply to yours of the 10th ultimo, addressed to Superintendent Troy, at Chicago, in reference
to delay to certain British-Australian mails which detained the steamer, I have to state that the
mail did not all arrive at the Grand Central Station in New York from the pier in time for
despatch ; apparently through no one’s fault, but-rather because of the delayed arrival of the
steamer ‘ Btruria,” and the quantity of mail carried being so heavy that it could not all be
transferred to the station before the departure of the train.

~ H. Stephenson Smith, Esq., V. J. Braprey, Superintendent,

Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco, T T
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Enclosure 8 in No. 110.

The PostmasTER, New York, to the RmsipEnt AGENT for NEw Zraranp, San Francisco.

Sir,— Post Office, New York, 17th December, 1898.

Replying to your inquiry of the 10th instant [not printed] relative to misconnection of
mails for Australia by steamer ¢ Moana ” from San Francisco, I have to inform you that the mails
in question (last instalment) were duly despatched from this office for the train due to leave the
Grand Central Depot at 9 p.m., 26th ultimo, which carried British-Australian mails, but owing to
a very heavy snow-storm then prevailing the wagons were unable to reach the depot in time to
connect with the train. The mails were consequently delayved, and not forwarded to Chicago until
the next despatch, train 3, 8.45 a.m., Sunday, 27th November, being due in Chicago on following
morning, where a further delay of several hours was necessary, there being no despatch from that
office to San Francisco until 5 p.m., Monday, 28th November.

The mail in question was of very great importance, consisting mostly of all the business
documents and other valuable correspondence not mailed until the very last closing, and your kind
efforts in delaying departure of steamer are highly appreciated at this office.

- Very respectfully,
H. Stephenson Smith, Esq., C. van Cotr, Postmaster.

New Zealand Resident Agent, San Francisco.

No. 111.

The SEcorETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Resment AeeNt for NEW ZEALAND,
San Francisco.

SR, — General Post Office, Wellington, 30th December, 1898,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, enclosing
a letter from the Postmaster, New York, which gives the explanation of the failure of the captain
of the s.s. «“ Etruria” to deliver the whole of the Australasian mail in time for the 9 p.m. train on
the 29th October last, and reporting another case of detention on the date of your letter, through
failure of a portion of the eastern American mail to counect.

I shall be glad to hear what action the New York Post Office has taken in suitably noticing
the neglect of the captain of the “ Htruria” to deliver the whole of the mails, and preventing
similar delays in future.

With regard to the question you raise—whether the San Francisco steamer may be detained
for a portion of the mail—1I have to say that you may use your discretion in detaining the steamer
for this purpose, but the authority should be exercised with great caution.

I have, &ec.,
H. Stephenson Smith, Esq., W. Gray, Secretary.

Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco.

No. 112.

The Hon. the PREMIER to the AGENT-(GENERAL.
Premier’s Office, Wellington, 30th December, 1898.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your cablegram of the 13th instant.
It is considered scarcely practicable that the homeward mails can reach New York three hours
earlier than at present, as their transport is governed by the railway-running. I will, however, on
receipt of information on the point from Messrs. Cameron and Co., give your suggestion con-

sideration. I have, &c.,
T. TromPpsoN, for the Premier.

The Hon. W. P. Reeves, Agent-General for New Zealand, London.

SIiR,—

No. 113.

Trxt oF THE Bion or THE UNITED STATES SENATE cOMMONLY sTYLED “TrHE HanNa-PAYNE
pSrrpriNg Birn, 1899,” wiTH APPENDED REMARKS.
55th Congress; Third Session.—S. 5024.
In the Senate of the United States, 5th January, 1899.—Referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, and ordered to be printed.

AmenpMENT intended to be proposed by Mr. Hansbrough to the Bill (8. 5024) fo promote the
commerce and increase the foreign trade of the United States, and to provide auxiliary eruisers,
transports, and seamen for Government use when necessary—rviz., to insert the following :—

¢ 8ec. 15. That on and after the first day of July, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, there
shall be paid to every exporter of agricultural products, out of any moneys in the Treasury not
otherwise appropriated, an export bounty of two dollars per ton on all such products regularly
consigned and shipped to any foreign port or other foreign destination. That the Secretary of the
Treasury shall cause to be promulgated such rules and regulations as may be necessary to carry
this provision into full force and effect.”

55th Congress; Third Session.—8. 5024.
In the Senate of the United States, 19th December, 1898.
Mr. Hanna introduced the following Bill, which was read twice and referred to the Committee
on Commerce :— .
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A Bion to promote the Commerce and increase the Foreign Trade of the United States, and
to provide Auxiliary Cruisers, Transports, and Seamen for Government Use when neces-
sary.

WHEREAS the profitable employment of the surplus productive power of the farms, factories, mines,
forests, and fisheries of the United States imperatively demands the expansion of its foreign com-
merce: And whereas the merchant vessels, officers, engineers, machinists, electricians, and sea-
men necessary to the expansion of the commerce of the United States are also essential as auxiliary
to the forces of the United States in time of war, and otherwise and to the better security of the
nation and the protection of its possessions: ~And whereas it is deemed especially expedient to
make immediate provision to these ends: Therefore— : '

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled that from and after the first day of July, anzo Domini eighteen hundred
and ninety-nine, thére shall be paid, subject to the provisions hereinafter contained, out of any
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the owner of any vessel duly registered by a
citizen or citizens of the United States, and being at the time of entry engaged in the foreign trade
of the United States, which shall be entered in the United States, from a foreign port, or from any
port belonging to the United States the trade between which and the Atlantic Gulf and Pacific
coast ports of the United States shall happen not to be confined to vessels of the United States,
compensation as hereinafter provided, that is to say: The Secretary of the Treasury is hereby
authorised and directed to contract with the owner of any vessel of the United States hereinbefore
described, and registered for foreign trade, for the payment to said owner for a period of twenty
years, and subject to the provisions of this Act, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, the sums following, namely :— ‘ T

(a.) On each entry of a sail- or steam-vessel not exceeding sixteen entries in any twelve con-
secutive months, one and one-half cents per gross ton for each one hundred nautical niles for the
first one thousand five hundred nautical miles sailed both outward and homeward bound, and one’
cent per gross ton for each one hundred nautical miles over one thousand five hundred nautical
miles sailed both outward and homeward bound.

(b.) Steam-vessels which may be suitable for carrying the mails of the United States, or as -
auxiliaries to the forces of the United States in time of war or other need, if of the following
tonnages and capable of maintaining the following rates of speed under the conditions hereinafter
provided, shall, in addition to the compensation provided in paragraph (a) of this section,
receive compensation per gross ton for each one hundred nautical miles sailed both outward and
homeward bound at the following rates, namely: Vessels over one thousand five hundred gross
tons—First, fourteen knots and less than fifteen knots, one cent per gross ton; second, fifteen
knots and less than sixteen knots, one and one-tenth cents per gross ton ; third, sixteen knots or
over, one and two-tenths cents per gross ton. Vessels over three thousand gross tons—Fourth,
seventeen knots and less than eighteen knots, one and four-tenths cents per gross ton; fifth,
eighteen knots and less than nineteen knots, one and sixth-tenths cents per gross ton; sixth, nine-
teen knots or over, one and eight-tenths cents per gross ton. Vessels over eight thousand gross
tons—Seventh, twenty knots and less than twenty-one knots, two cents per gross ton; eighth,
twenty-one knots or over, two and three-tenths cents per gross ton. Vessels over ten thousand gross
tons—Ninth, twenty-two knots and less than twenty-three knots, two and seven-tenths cents per
gross ton ; tenth, twenty-three knots or over, thrée and two-tenths cents per gross ton. No vessel
shall be entitled to compensation under more than one of the tonnage and the speed classifica-
tions in this clause speeified. ‘ ‘

(c.) The mileage upon which compensation shall be paid under the hereinbefore-stated clauses
(a) and (b) shall be determined by the direct customary route from the last port of departure at
which cargo, passengers, or mails shall have been taken in the United States for and carried to a
foreign port or a port belonging to the United States deseribed in section one of this Act at which
cargo, passengers, or mails shall have been discharged or taken, and from such last-mentioned port
by the direct customary route to the first port of arrival in the United States at which cargo, -
passengers, or mails shall have been discharged. If during the voyage the vessel shall discharge
or take cargo, passengers, or mails at two or more foreign ports, or ports belonging to the United
States described in section one of this Act, the distance by the direct customary route between
such ports shall also be included in the mileage upon which compensation shall be paid under the
aforesaid clauses (a) and (b). , ' ‘

Sec. 2. That no vessel shall be entitled to compensation under section one of this Act unless
at least one-fourth of her navigating crew shall be citizens of the United States, or such persons as
shall be within the provisions of section twenty-one hundred and seventy-four of the Revised
Statutes of the United States. ; , ' '

- Tf it shall happen at any time that the foregoing-stated proportion of an American crew cannot
be reasonably obtained, the Shipping Commissioner or the officer discharging his duties at any
port of the United States, or the United States consul or the officer discharging his duties at the
foreign port whence any such vessel is to clear, shall allow the shipment of persons not Americans
to make up the necessary number of the crew. .

Sec. 8. That the test for the speed of the vessels provided for in this Act shall be made under
the direction and supervision of a board of naval officers, which the Secretary of the Navy shall
appoint upon the application of the owner or owners of any such vessel, and the test muss include
not less than four hours’ continuous steaming at sea in ordinary weather in water of sufficient depth
to make the test a fair and just one. ,

Sec. 4. That a documented vessel of the United States engaged in the deep-sea fisheries for
three months during twelve consecutive months shall receive a bounty annually from any money
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated of two dollars per gross ton: Provided that at least
one-third of the crew shall be American citizens, o '

6—F. 6,
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See. 5. That an Ameérican citizen serving as a member of a necessary and proper crew of an
American vessel licensed for and engaged in deep-sea fisheries for three months or more during
twelve consecutive months shall receive a bounty from any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated of one dollar per month during the time necessarily employed in the voyages of such
vessel.

Sec. 6. That no compensa,tlon shall be allowed in respect of any of the following-named
vessels :—

(a.) A vessel not engaged in trade.

(b.) A vessel trading wholly upon interior waters not tidal between a port in the United States
and a foreign port.

(c.) A vessel of the United States employed in the coasting trade or in the fisheries, except as
provided in sections one, four, seven, and eight of this Act. :

(@d.) A vessel owned by a citizen of the United States which shall not be entitled, under the
provisions of section forty-one hundred and thirty-one of the Revised Statutes or any amendments
or supplements thereto, or under this Act, to the benefits and privileges of a vessel of the United
States.

(e.) A vessel on a voyage extending only to a foreign port less than one hundred and fifty
nautical miles from her last port of deperture in the United States at which cargo, passengers,
or mails shall have been taken, or from a foreign port less than one hundred and fifty
nautical miles from her first port of arrival in the United States at which cargo, passengers,
or mails shall have been discharged.

Sec. 7. That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorised and directed, on the applica-
tion of the owners of such vessels, to grant registers as vessels of the United Sta,bes under the
conditions hereinafter stated, to the following- -described vessels :—

(@) To such foreign- -built steamships as were on the first day of December, anno Dommz
eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, engaged in an established freight or passenger business, or
both, from a port of the United States, and as were on that date classed or fit to be classed in ‘the
Record of American and Foreign Shipping, or Lloyd’s Register of British and Foreign Shipping, or
the Bureau Veritas, and as were also on the said first day of December, anno Domins eighteen
hundred and ninety-eight, actually owned by, and then really representing the capital of, a citizen
or citizens of the United States (including, as such citizens, corporations created under the laws of
the United States or any of the States thereof), or a foreign corporation or association of which not
less than ninety per centum of the capital stock thereof was on the first day of December, anno
Domini eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, actually owned by, and really representing the capital
of, a citizen or citizens of the United States (including, as such citizens, corporations created under
the laws of the United States or any of the States thereof), upon such American owner or owners
of such majority interest obtaining a full and complete transfer of and title to such steamships
from the foreign corporation or association owning the same, and proving to the satisfaction of the
Secretary of the Treasury that all the foregoing-stated requirements have been complied with.

(b.) To such foreign-built steamships as shall have been under contract for construction, and
duly authenticated copies of the contract or contracts therefor filed with the Secretary of the
Treasury on or before the first day of February, anno Domini eighteen hundred and ninety-nine,
and which shall, when built as provided for in this Aect, and the registry thereof requested, be
classed or fit to be classed in the Record of American and Foreign Shipping, or Lloyd’s Register of
British and Foreign Shipping, or the Bureau Veritas, such vessels being actually contracted for by
an American citizen or citizens (including, as such citizens, corporations created under the laws of
the United States or any of the States thereof) who shall have been such since the first day of
December, anno Domins eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, or by a foreign corporation or associa-
tion of which not less than ninety per centum of the shares of the capital thereof shall have been
actually owned by a citizen or citizens of the United States (including, as such citizens, corpora-’
tions created under the laws of the United States or any of the States thereof), and really repre-
senting American capital, on the said first day of December, anno Dominc eighteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and shall have continued to be so owned until the passage of this Act, and upon such
American owner or owners of such majority interest obtaining a full and complete transfer of and
title to such steamships from the foreign corporation or association owning the same, and proving
to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury that all the foregoing-stated requirements have
been complied with :

Provided that such American owners shall, before the first registry of the foreign-built vessels
before mentioned in clauses (@) and () of this section shall be had, give a bond to the United
States in the penal sum of fifty thousand dollars, with sufficient surety to be approved by the
Secretary of the Treasury, conditioned that such owner or owners of such vessel or vessels will
build, or shall have built after the passage of this Act in the United States, and shall duly make
written application to the Secretary of the Treasury to bhave registered in the United States, within
five years next after the time of the registry of any such foreign-built vessel or vessels, a new vessel
or vessels, respectively, of an aggregate gross tonnage equal to at least fifty per centum of the
aggregate gross tonnage of such foreign-built vessel or vessels so registered, which new vessel or
vessels shall be capable of receiving the highest classification in the Record of American and
Foreign Shipping, or Lloyd's Register of British and Foreign Shipping, or the Bureau Veritas ; and
when any such new vessel or vessels shall have been so built notice thereof may be given to the
Secretary of the Treasury, who shall, upon the production of the builders’ sworn and satisfactory
certificate, certify that the said vessel has been built in compliance with the conditions of the said
bond ; but the new vessel or vessels so built shall be subject to the same provisions and restric-
tious as the foreign-built vessel in respect of the coasting and other trade as in this Act provided.
If the conditions of the bond in this secion mentioned shall fail to be wholly performed as herein
provided, the registry of any such foreign-built vessel or vessels, in relation to which said bond



35 F.—6.

was executed, shall be cancelled, and such vessel or vessels shall cease to have any rights or privi-
leges of vessels of the United States; but if any such contract shall have been partly performed
by the building, completion, and registry of any such new vessel or vessels the registration of such
foreign-built vessel or vessels shall be cancelled, and such vessel or vessels deprived of the rights and
privileges of vessels of the United States only to the extent of the proportionate failure to build, com-
plete, and register the amount of tonnage of the new vessel or vessels required by this section.
The provisions of this section shall not affect the liability of the signers of the bond provided for
herein, and all earned and unpaid compensation in respect of any vessel or vessels the registry of
which shall be so cancelled shall be forfeited to the United States. But if iv shall happen that
any of such new vessels shall, without any fault or-want of diligence on the part of the obligors in
such bond, fail to be built and registered as required by this section the Secretary of the Treasury
shall extend the time of the performance of the conditions of such bond for such period or periods
as shall appear to him to be just, and in that case the right of such obligors shall be the same as if
the performance of the condition of such bond had occurred within the said five years. The
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby empowered to decide upon principles of justice and equity
which vessel or vessels of a fleet of the same owner or owners shall be the vessel or vessels to be
deprived of registry as aforesaid. _

Sec. 8. That no further or other inspection shall be required for such foreign-built steamship
or steamships than is now required for foreign steamships carrying passengers under the existing
laws of the United States ; and a special certificate of inspection shall be issued for each foreign-
built steamship registered under this Act; and before issuing the registry for any such steamship
as a vessel of the United States the Collector of Customs of the proper collection district shall cause
such steamship to be measured and described in accordance with the laws of the United States,
which measurement and description shall be recited in the certificate of registry to be issued under
this Act, affer which such vessel shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of vessels of the
United States as provided for in section one of this Act, except that it shall not be employed in the
coasting trade of the United States, including the trade between the Atlantic and Gulf ports and
the Pacific coast ports thereof. .

Sec. 9. That the compensation earned under the provisions of this Act by any foreign-built vessel
or vessels vegistered as vesselsin the United States, as provided in section seven of this Act, shall be
retained by the Secretary of the Treasury until the American owner or owners of such vessel or
vessels shall have fulfilled the conditions of the bond provided for in said section seven: Provided
that, as each new vessel built according to the conditions of the said bond shall be completed and
registered as a vessel of the United States, the owner or owners of such new vessel shall receive
compensation out of such compensation retained under this Act, from the date of the registry of
such foreign vessel or vessels, on a tonnage in a proportion equal to double the amount of the
gross tonnage of the new vessel or vessels aforesaid ; and the compensation thereafter earned by
such foreign-built vessel or vessels shall be retained only in the same proportion applied to the
total gross tonnage of the new vessel or vessels remaining to be built, completed, and registered as
provided in this Act.

Sec. 10. That the compensation applicable to the service of the existing vessels of the United
States provided for in this Act, other than as conditioned in section seven of this Act, shall be
allowed and paid only on the condition precedent that the owner or owners of any such now
existing vessel or vessels claiming such compensation shall have given bond to the United States
in the penal sum of twenty-five thousand dollars (but the Secretary of the Treasury may, in the
case of vessels not exceeding two thousand gross tons, receive a bond for these purposes for such
smaller sum as shall to him appear just), with surety to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the
Treasury, conditioned that such owner or owners will, within five years next after the giving of such
bond, make, in good faith and with responsible parties, a contract or contracts, as the case may be,
for the building in the United States of another vessel or other vessels, as the case may be, of an
aggregate gross tonnage at least equal to twenty-five per centum of the tonnage of the vessel or
vessels so now existing in respect of which such compensation shall be claimed.” The provisions
of this section shall not affect the rights of the owners of the vessels mentioned in section four of
this Act. i

Sec. 11. That all the vessels, excepting those provided for in section four of this Act, receiving
compensation under this Act shall, when required so to do by the Secretary of the Treasury or the
Secretary of the Navy, as the case may be, carry on each foreign voyage as a member of the ship’s
company one American boy under twenty-one years of age, and suitable for such employment, for
each one thousand tons gross registered tonnage; which boys shall be taught in the duties of
seamanship, or engineering, or other maritime knowledge, as the case may be, respectively, and
receive such pay for their services as shall be reasonable. :

Sec. 12. That any and every of such vessels so admitted to Arerican registry or so built, as
in this Act provided, may be taken or employed and used by the United States as cruisers or tran-
sports at any time ; and in every such case the owner or owners of any such vessel or vessels so
taken or employed shall be paid the fair value thereof, if taken, at the time of the taking, and, if
employed, shall be paid the fair value of such use. And if there shall be a disagreement as to
such fair value the question of the valuation shall be submitted to and determined by three
impartial appraisers, one to be appointed pursuant to the regulations provided for in section
thirteen of this Act, one by the owner or owners of the vessel, and one as next stated. The
appraisers so appointed shall, before they proceed to act, select a third appraiser, who shall form
one of the appraisal board. The decision of a majority of said board shall be final and effective.

Sec. 18. That the President of the United States shall from time to time cause to be made,
by the proper heads of departments, regulations for the due execution of the provisions of this Act.

Sec. 14. That all vessels receiving compensation under this Act shall carry mails of the
United States free of charge if required to do so, and no vessel shall be entitled to compensation
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under this Act the owner or owners of which receive any other compénsation from the Governmeént
of the United States for carrying the United States mails ; but the owner or owners of any vessel
or vessels of the United States now under contract to carry the mails of the United States may
apply to the Postmaster-General to be released from such contract; and on such application the
Postmaster-General shall thereupon cause such contract to be terminated and cancelled.

Sec. 156. That all Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with or superseded by the provisions of
thig Act are hereby repealed.

The following considerations are submitted in respect of the Bill to promote the commerce
and increase the foreign trade of the United States, and to provide auxiliary cruisers, transports,
and seamen for Government use when necessary :—

The fundamental and principal reason and purpose of the United States aiding and encouraging
our own shipping—-helping to create it when it does not exist to the extent necessary to the defence
and advancement of our just interests, and promoting its capacity to carry our surplus produetions
of every kind to the countries and peoples that need or wish thein, as well as to add to the strength
of the nation in times (often coming suddenly) when our power and immediate means of self-
defence may be taxed to the utmost—are stated in the preamble of the Bill. If the preamble is
true, the necessity for legislation of this character is demonstrated, unless it be shown that our
present condition is due to the fault of American shipbuilders and shipowners, or to the paying of
too high wages by manufacturers and others employing the labour of our people. It will scarcely
be pretended that either of these alternatives exists. The condition of our commerce during many
-years is shown in the very instructive report of the Commissioner of Navigation for 1897 and 1898,
and also in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury for 1898. -

From these reports and other Government documents it definitely appears (a state of things
long well known in all the productive and business circles of the country) that our exports have
not kept pace with the increase of our population or with the increase of our productive resources
and power in producing food and food-produets, and in the production of manufacturing industries
of all kinds which convert the raw material of our country into higher and more valuable forms,
and thus find a necessary field of employment for the intelligence, scientific and mechanical skili,
and enterprise of our citizens. - The larger this field is the greater is the capacity of our citizens to
utilise and enjoy the products of the farm and the shop, and thereby to enlarge and make profitable
the home markets as well as the foreign ones for everything that is produced or manufactured. - It
scarcely need be said that the home market is one of the principal and great essentials to the
prosperity of any nation which possesses the abundant and almost universal natural resources of
those possessed by the United States. It means the co-operation and mutual assistance of all the
people in the development and increase of all their industrial energies. The full fruit of this
development and increase must be found in our increasing our exportations of all our products and
manufactures to every part of the globe where purchasers of them can be found. Such has been
the wise and profitable policy of all the nations possessing in any considerable degree the natural
or artificial resources necessary to these ends. Such nations have done this steadily and per-
sistently, and have by subsidies and various other aids to their commercial and shipping interests,
such as exploiting corporations for foreign trade, and by trading posts, banking facilities, &e.,

- obtained great advantages over the producers, manufacturers, and the shipping interests of the
United States.

It is an obvious truth that the volume of the foreign trade of any nation is very largely
influenced and increased by the fact that its own ships are the means of its communication and
trade. Their influence on all the agencies of such a trade is naturally and properly directed to the

- development and increase of the trade of their own country. And so, while the United States
. have slept or been indifferent to these considerations, the trade with and markets of most of the
nations using such things as the producing and manufacturing nations have to sell have fallen to
and been absorbed by others than the United States. :

: ‘The great bulk of our export trade must depend upon shipping. No theory or doctrine of pro-
tection or free-trade, no theory or-doctrine of finance or currency, can affect the fact that our only
means of communication and intercourse with more than 90 per cent. of all the inhabitants of the
- globe is shipping. In order that the United States can fairly compete with other nations in the
markets beyond the seas, it is essential that our means of communication and intercourse with
the buying nations should be put under the protection of our own flag, and on a footing of
" equality at least with our competitors. In the present condition of national affairs and trade in
" those parts of the globe where perhaps the largest opening for the trade of ourselves and our
competitors will exist in the future the most efficacious means to these ends must be adopted.

It is an unpleasant fact that at the present time more than 85 per cent. of the foreign com-
merce of the United States is conducted by means of foreign ships, and not only with the countries
under whose flag such ships sail, but with other countries having little or no ocean marine, the
result of which is, as above suggested, that there is a constant, powerful, and successful influence
exerted in favour of the productions and manufactures of the country whose flag is borne by the
trading ship, and by all the accessories of Government aids and of meréantile and financial
- influences in the ports and countries to which such ships go. If we are not speedily to endeavour
by every just means to obtain a fair and equal footing in the foreign markets referred to, and
uot to abandon them to our competitors, whose wise and just policy for their own good maintains
at every cost necessary to success their shipping intercourse and the facilities and aids that
necessarily flow from it, we must speedily adopt a corresponding policy, and by the most liberal
inducements rehabilitate our merchant marine, and try by every fair means to regain the position
we once occupied, and which we ought to océupy in the future. Such a course of policy does not
chiefly rest upon the idea of helping the shipbuilding and ship-sailing interests of the United States
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on their own account, but upon- the element—common to all our productive and manufacturing
industries—of their being one of the essential co-operating means of genétral prosperivy and welfare.
The main thing is to enable the producing and all other industries of the United States to regain
our just posmon in the markets of the world. There is no honest and industrious worker in the
manifold fields of labour in the United States who is not concerned in guch an undertaking.
The labouring-man can only have house and home and.food and clothing for himself and his
family in proportion to the employment of and compensation for his 1abou1 and his employer
can only pay him by the advantageous sale of the things produced. ~All these considerations are
truisms in the theory of the State, which is little more than an establishment for the co-operation,
organized by law, of its citizens in all things relating t0 the safety and prosperity of all.-

That American natural resources, capaclty, and enterprise cannot be excelled by those of the
people of any other country may be asserted without presumption. And yet, in the face of this,
the foreign commerce conducted by our own shipping has décréased from 80 per cent. in 1846 and
66 per cent. in 1860 to 11 per cent. in 1897. Other manufacturing nations, influenced by the con-
giderations before stated, have aided in shipbuilding and in establishing and supporting lines of sea-
connection under their own flags with distant countries, and have thereby enabled their own
citizens to establish trading-houses, banking-houses, and other facilities for the sale of their pro-
ductions in those countries; and they have thus, in a very large degree, secured a comparatively
exclusive market for their own goods. Besides this, the cost of their shipping, owing to prices of
labour and so forth being generally lower than those paid in the United States, has been consider-
ably and sometimes very much less than that of ships built in the United States.

The result of all these circumstances has been to deprive the United States of the supre-
macy, or at least the equality, in foreign trade which it had in earlier days, and to very greatly
retard the sale of American goods in these far-away countries in which the products of the industry
of the United States ought to have an equal opportunity for disposition. It may well be repeated
in this connection that by just so much as the export trade of the United States is increased will
the industries and labours of our own people be benefited. To regain a trade once lost or greatly
curtailed requires extraordinary and persistent effort and expense. Once regained, it can support
itself under equal conditions.

It is a well-known fact that the largést markets of the world not already well developed are
to be sought for and found in Hastern Asia. These markets are convenient of access from our
Pacific coast and will be almost equally so from our Atlantic coast when the canal OIOSSIHO‘ the
Isthinus of Nicaragua shall have been built under the auspices of the United States.

It is obvious that the struggle of certain nations for political and military supremacy and
spheres of influence in Eastern Asia, as well as in Africa, has been and is, with perhaps a single
exception, founded upon a desire to obtain a dominating influence over the markets of
those regions. In the commerce of those markets the United States ought to have.a fair
opportunity to compete. This cannot be effectively obtained without our own ships and our own
flag. The sooner adequate provision is made to this end the less will be the difficulty and the
greater will be our reward. To attain these objects no expense to the common Treasury in aid of
shipbuilding and ship-trading can be too great, for the trade, once established, will be permanent ;
unaided now, it will be lost for a long future.

In view of our existing treaty relations with other countries, it is manifest that the ends before
referred to can only be presently and effectively attained by the enactment of a law giving direct
ald and encouragement to the increase of our merchant marine, and to the establishment of
American lines of communication and trade with foreign markets, a.nd especially with those above
referred to.

The substance of the proposed Bill may be stated as follows :—

1..In order to obtain the earliest possible action pursuant to the policy of the United States
above referred to, the Bill provides for bringing under our flag and the protection of our laws the
few foreign-built shlps now actually owned and contracted for by American citizens, and in which
and in their tradé American capital has been and is actually invested. These ships have been
built and their trade established under a foreign flag, because the ships could not be built and
fitted out here and operated at a cost that would enable them successfully to compete with the
ships and trade of foreigners, aided as they have been, and will continue to be, in various ways by
their own Governments.

2. The American registry-of these foreign-built ships is conditioned upon their owners building
here and putting into our own trade at the earliest practicable time new vessels of & tonnage fairly
proportionate to that of the admitted ships.

3. None of these foreign-built ships, or of the new ships so to be built here, are permitted to
engage in our coasting trade ; bubt they are permitted to engage in trade with such other ports
belonging to the United States as ships under foreign flags are permitted to trade with.

4. AU the owners of American trading ships now exlstlng are required to undertake the con-
struction of new tonnage fairly proportioned to that of the ships claiming the benefit of this Act.

5. All these ships are required to carry the mails of the United States free of charge.

6. All the new ships musst be built so as to be readily converted into cruisers or other aumharv

aids to the military power of the United States whenever needed for such purposes.

7. When needed, they can be taken or employed by the United States at any time.

8. All these ships are bound (in addition to the 1ndlspensa,ble training of their crews) to
constantly educate and train American boys for the various necessities of naval operations.-

9. All the foregoing-mentioned conditions and requirements being complied with, American
vessels are to be aided and assisted in. regaining and increasing our trade to distant ports by a
compensation graduated (with one exception) upon. the distance salled and upon the size and speed
of the ships.
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10. The exception referred to in the last -paragraph applies to sailing-vessels and to slow
steamships, the maintenance of which is also essential to our maritime progress and prospeuty,
and also to the strength of our military pewer.

11. Vessels engaged in the deep-sea fisheries are a,lso provided for upon the same policy of
supplying to the United States a body of intelligent and experienced American mariners at all
times, ready to serve our country when needed.

12. The respective compensations arranged in the Bill have been computed it is beheved
upon the lowest basis consistent with the attainment of the great and urgent objects alrea.dy
stated.

The foregoing paragraphs present the scheme and main points of the Bill.
visions are incidental and of detail.

The provisions of the Bill are believed to be in harmony with the last annual message of the
President of the United States, and with the recommendations of the Secretary of the Treasury,
the Postmaster-General, and the Commissioner of Navigation, and, it is hoped, will commend
themselves to the patriotic judgment of Congress.

A table is subjoined showing in some degree the extent to which the people of the United
States are dependent on foreign shipping for their sea-borne commerce with each of the grand
divisions of the world, and the amount and percentage of our exports and imports carried by
American and foreign vessels.

The other pro-

TasLr showing the Combined Tonnage (net) of American and Foreign Vessels entered and
cleared at Seaports of the United States in the Foreign Trade for the Fiscal Year ended
30th June, 1897, with the Percentage of each in the Trade with the Various Grand Divi-
sions of the World.

J’ ~ Percentage.
Trade with %,‘g;;‘;;g ﬁ‘fg;gg';. Total. —
American.| Foreign.

Europe 899,081 | 23,024,093 | 23,923,174 5 95
Africa... 57,396 946,125 | 1,003,521 6 94
Asia 303,226 1,150,265 | 1,453,491 21 79
Oceanica 158,205 485,112 643,317 25 75
Hawaii 283,211 77,962 361,173 88 12
South Amerlca 691,931 2,055,999 | 2,747,230 25 75
North America (salt Water) 4,852,195 4,892,863 | 9,745,058 50 50
Whaling vessels 4,080 4,080 | 100
Total by sea 7,248,625 | 82,632,419 | 39,881,044 18 82

During the fiscal year ended 30th June, 1897, the value of the exports and imports of the
United States, and the amount carried by land, by American vessels, by foreign vessels, and the
percentage of exports and imports carried by water which were carried by Amerlca,n and forelgn
vessels were as follows :— ,

- By Water. Percentage.
— By Land. . . ]
) AW%Z:LGI:TI F\}%ﬁg’g}g_ Total, - lAmerica,n. Foreign,
g § $ %
Exports ... 65,082,306 | 79,941,823 | 905,969,428 985,911,951 8 92
Tmports ... 35,812,620 (109,133,454 | 619,784,338, 728,917,792] 15 85
Exports and 1mports 100,894,925 189,075,277 |1,5625,753,766|1,714,829,043 11 89
‘ No. 114.
The SupERINTENDENT of Forrien Mairs, Washington, to the Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL,
Wellington.

Post Office Department, Office of Foreign Mails, Washmgton D.C,
9th January, 1899.

Referring to your letter of the 5th November last, advising this department that “ the
Mail-agent by the last voyage of the R.M.S. ¢Alameda’ reports that four bags (three for Honolulu
and one for Sydney) for transmission by the ¢ Alameda’ were left behind at Ogden on the §th
ultimo,” I have the honour, by direction of the Postmaster-General, to inform you that the
Mail-agent was in error in reporting that the bags in question were left behind at Ogden.

The facts in the case are that the bags reached New York per the steamer ¢ Etruria” on the
29th- October, and that the captain -of that steamer refused to deliver the incoming mails to the
mail-boat which met the «“ Etruria ” at the quarantine station.

SIR,—
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The mails were therefore retained on board the ¢ Htruria’ until she reached her dock, and
when they were finally brought ashore the four bags in question were inadvertently taken to the
Post-office in New York with the mails for New York City, and when they were discovered at that
office it was too late to despatch them by the train which conveyed to San Francisco the other
bags destined for despatch per the steamer “ Alameda.” They were, however, forwarded by the
next opportunity, but arrived at San Francisco too late for despateh per said steamer.

I have, &c.,
N. M. Brooxs,
The Postmaster-General, Wellington. Superintendent of Foreign Mails.

No. 115.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the ResipENT AcEnT for NEW ZEALAND,
San Francisco.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 25th January, 1899.

"I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, enclosing
memoranda from various divisions of the United States railway mail-service, relative to the cause
of detention of a portion of the mail for the colonies in October last.

I hope there will be no more delays to the mails in reaching San Francisco. The ¢ Alameda,”
however, was detained on her recent voyage for a few hours in respect to two missing bags from
London to Apia, supposed to contain despatches from Berlin for the German war-vessels at
Samoa, but she had to leave without the mails, as their whereabouts could not be located.

I have, &e.,
H. Stephenson Smith, Esq., W. Gray, Secretary.

Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco. .

No. 116.

The SupeErINTENDENT of Forrran Mairs, Washington, to the Hon. the PoSTMASTER-GENERAL
Wellington.

Post Office Department, Office of Foreign Mails, Washington, D.C.,
Sir,— 1st February, 1899.

I have the honour, by dlrectlon of the Postmaster-General, to inform you that the Post-
master, San Francisco, has been instructed to hereafter make up and despatch mails for the
Australasian Colonies by means of steamers sailing from San Francisco for Honolulu in cases in
which said steamers are due to arrive at Honolulu in time to connect with the steamers sailing
from Vancouver for said colonies vid Honolulu.

Correspondence sent from San Francisco to Vancouver for despatch per the steamers in
question must leave San Francisco four days before the steamer sails from Vancouver. But a
steamer leaving San Francisco the same day that the steamer leaves Vancouver, or possibly a day
later, should reach Honolulu in advance of the steamer from Vancouver, so tha,t the foregoing
arrangement will be a substantial improvement in the service between the United States and the
colonies.

It is possible that mails from the colonies for San Francisco may sometimes be transferred at
Honolulu with advantage from a steamer sailing for Vancouver to a steamer sailing for San
Francisco, and in that case the Postmaster-General would be glad if you would a,uthomse your
Mail-agents on the steamers to make such transfers.

I am, &e.,
N. M. Brooks,
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. Superintendent of Foreign Mails.
[Read here No. 265.] .

No. 117.

The Rmsmrent AaenT for NEw ZmanaND, San Francisco, to the SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

S1R,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 4th February, 1899,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your two communications dated the 29th
and 80th December last [see Nos. 253 and 111}, the former referring to the discrepancy reported.
in the number of bags received at Minneapolis ex ‘‘ Aorangi’’ on the T7th November, also
advising me that instructions have been given to the Vancouver Mail Agents to advise of the dates
of departure of the mails east-bound ; and the latter referring to the action of the captain of the
“ Etruria” in delaying delivery of mails at New York in October last, also permitting me to use
my discretion in the detention of the mail-steamers at this port upon occasions on which portions
of the United States mails fail to connect at the same time as the colonial-British mails arrive,
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In reply, T would state that at present 1 have not received any reply to my communication in
regard to the discrepancy reported in the receipt of the ¢ Aorangi’s” mails. I'think it probable
that a report has been sent direct to the department, but will inquire further into the matter.

I have also to report that no communication has been received by me in regard to the reported
action of the master of the ¢ Etruria.”” The suggestion contained in my communication of the
30th November was to the effect that the New Zealand office should inquire into this master at the
London office of the Cunard Company, that course, in my judgment, being more likely to arrive at
results, and be a guide for future actions. .

: I have, &c.,
H. SteprENsoN SwmitH, Resident Agent.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

No. 118.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Managine Direcror, Union Steam
Ship Company, Dunedin.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 14th February, 1899.
Main AeENT reports leaving San Francisco 26th January, 1.24 a.m. Arrived Auckland 7.25 this
morning. Before leaving San Francisco he learned that Oceanic Company about to let
contract to Cramp for construction of two, and probably three, six-thousand-ton seventeen-knot
steamers for this trade, and that ‘* Mariposa™ and ‘‘ Alameda’ were to be re-engined and
improved, giving an increased speed of one knot. .

, No. 119. y
The ResipENT AGENT for Nmw ZEeAranD, San Franecisco, to the‘SEdRETARY, General Post Office,
Waellington.
Sir,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 22nd February, 1899.

I have the honour to forward enclosed for your information copies of correspondence
lately forwarded to Washington, embracing a proposition from the Superintendent of Mails of the
San Francisco Post Office in regard to an endeavour to expedite the colonial mails destined to and,
from the United States now forwarded vid Vancouver, as well as a suggestion tending to effect a
saving in the through transit to Hurope of the mails now sent by the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Tt is estimated that by Mr. Ford’s plan a saving of four days in delivery of correspondence for
and from Pacific coast ports of the United States would be accomplished, and of one day in
delivery of that for eastern points.

*" I am disposed to think that a saving could be accomplished in regard to the mails bound to
Australia by the adoption of the suggestion outlined, but the saving on the upward voyage could
not be effected without a material alteration of the present time- tables of the connecting steamers
at Honolulu bound to the States. If, however, these time-tables could be rearranged a saving of
probably two days could be accomphqhed in the through time to Hurope, provided the mails were
enabled to make close connections at New York, the sa.ving being one day between Honolulu and
San Francisco and one day in the overland transit.

1 foresee, however, that, even if the ¢ Australia’s” time could be postponed at Honolulu to
connect with the Canadian steamers on the upward trip, there may be difficulties with the con-
trac