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SAN FRANCISCO MAIL-SERVICE.

RENEWAL OF SERVICE. SHORTENING TIME ON VOYAGE.
’ No. 1.

The SecreTARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Cmamrman, Extencion of Industries
and Commerce Committee, Wellington.

General Post Office, Wellington, 17th October, 1898.

Replying to your letter of the 14th instant [see I1.-10s, 1898], I have the honour to
state that, with a fifteen-knot service between Auckland and San Francisco (present day of
departure from San Francisco to be maintained), it would be possible for the inward mails to
arrive at Dunedin on Wednesday night, and with a fifteen-knot service in the opposite direction
(timed to arrive at San Francisco as at present) the outward mail would not require to leave
Dunedin until Friday, at 11 a.m. A fifteen-knot service would, therefore, give one clear day for
replies at Dunedin, two days at Christchurch, three days at Wellington, and a week at Auckland.
Invercargill would have about six hours for replies, assuming the mails always arrived at Dunedin
on Wednesday night, and were sent on immediately by special train.

To enable the Dunedin public to reply by the Vancouver service (present days of arrival at
and departure from Vancouver being maintained) a sixteen-knot service between Wellington and
Vancouver would be required. This would give Dunedin about one day, Christchurch two days,
Wellington three days, and Auckland one day for replies. Invercargill would have about six hours
for replies, as in the case of the San Francisco service. I have, &c.,

The Chairman, Extension of Industries and Commerce W. Grav, Secretary,
Committee, Parliament Buildings, Wellington,

1—F. 6,

SIR,—
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