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he takes in their welfare is apparent; boys first coming on board are taken into his confidence,
and told what is going to be done for them. After the first natural restlessness is got over they
generally settle down quietly and contentedly, and the healthy public opinion existing amongst
them, together with the frequent visits to the ship by old boys, do much to check any misconduct.

The nautical school-ship at Sydney now commences its twenty-ninth year, and is the oldest
establishment of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere. During the past twenty-eight years over
3,000 boys have been received on board, and about 2,700 have left, principally as apprentices. As
might naturallyJbe expected, a few of the lads have turned out badly, and their cases come much
under public attention. These, however, form but a comparatively small proportion of the large
number who have received their education on board, and passed under the ship's discipline. I
was assured by the Commander that it was well within the mark to say that fully 92 per cent, of
the lads have turned out to be as respectable and industrious men as any members of the general
community.

Of the good work being done on board the " Sobraon " there cannot bea doubt. I was fortunate
to meet in Sydney theBey. H. Van Staveren, of Wellington, who accompanied me onboard, and that
gentleman will fully confirm all I say of the satisfactory results of a system which brings under dis-
cipline a large number of lads, and fits them by the education they receive to occupy a position in
society beneficial to themselves and those they serve.

The question, I think, arises, cannot something be done in New Zealand in this direction.
Magistrates frequently express the difficulty they labour under in dealing satisfactorily with a class
of boys brought before them as being uncontrollable. The late C. Whitefoord, Esq., Besident Magis-
trate, Kaiapoi, who took a deep interestin atraining-ship for boys, was convinced that the establish-
ment of a nautical school-ship was the best way of meeting the difficulty.

The necessity of having a training-ship for boys was frequently brought under my notice when
I held the appointment of administrator of charitable-aid in Canterbury—before Charitable-aid
Boards were established—and correspondence on this subject took place with the Government,
both before and after the appointment of Charitable-aid Boards, but without any definite result.

The proposals which I have the honour to submit to the Government are the following :—In the first place, I think that if representations were made to the Imperial authorities there
would be no difficulty in obtaining for the colony one of Her Majesty's men-of-war now obsolete.
The larger the ship the better, as I wish to point out that in the middle and higher walks of life are a
number of lads who are unfitted for an office, unfitted for the land, and who want a profession.
The profession they are best qualified for is Her Majesty's Navy or the mercantile marine. I
feel sure that the parents of these lads would cheerfully pay for their education, clothing, and
maintenance.

The mere fact of New Zealand being desirous of educating a portion of her youths for service in
the Boyal Navy is probably the best indication we can at present give as a colony of our sympathy
with the federation of the Empire.

I would, however, respectfully point out that the education to be imparted on this proposed
nautical school-ship must be the best; we should aim, I think, to obtain the best ship suitablefor
the purpose, and the best nautical and other instructors. By that means a New Zealand boy
might rise to an important position in the service, and be a credit to his country and to the ship in
which he receives his education.

By obtaining a training-ship of a suitable size, the boys could be classified into upper and
lower schools, and be kept quite distinct from each other, so far as it was necessary.

The establishment of a training-ship on proper lines would, I feel assured, be a lasting and
incalculable benefit to hundreds of lads, and tend greatly to the welfare of the colony.

I beg most respectfully, therefore, to commend the proposal of a training-ship for boys in New
Zealand to the favourable consideration of the Government.

I have, &c, .
J. E. March,

The Hon. J. McKenzie, Minister ofLands. Superintendent of Settlements.

Approximate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given; printing (2,150 copies), £1 14s.

By Authority : Samuel Costall, Government Printer, Wellington.—lB9s.
Price 3d.]


	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables

